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 Why preserve battlefields? 
 

 To conserve the scenery and the 
natural and historic objects and the 
wild life therein and to provide for 
the enjoyment of the same in such 
manner and by such means as will 
leave them unimpaired for the 
enjoyment of future generations. 
Organic Act - 1916 
 

 To preserve the natural and cultural 
resources  for the enjoyment, 
education and inspiration of this 
and future generations.  National 
Park Service Mission Statement – 
1916 
 

 Why document battlefields? 
 

 Focus our preservation of the most 
important landscape features 
 

 Accurately depict the landscape 

 
 

 
 
  

School House Ridge, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park,  

Battlefield Preservation 



Introduction 

 Identification: Through 
preservation planning, identify 
potential sites/properties to 
investigate 

 
 Documentation: Conduct 

historical research and existing 
conditions survey of landscape  

 
 Evaluation: Define the 

significance of the landscape and 
assess the integrity 

 
 Preservation: Once the 

landscape is evaluated, an 
appropriate preservation 
treatment may be selected   

Richmond. 1865 



 Cultural landscapes may be any 
lands, large or small, with historic 
significance and historic integrity. 

 
 Cultural landscapes include 

scenic parkways and battlefields, 
formal gardens and cattle 
ranches, cemeteries and 
pilgrimage routes, village squares 
and industrial areas. 

 
 National Park Service 

recognizes four cultural 
landscape categories:  
 
 historic vernacular 

landscapes  
 historic sites  
 historic designed landscapes 
 ethnographic landscapes  

 

Cultural Landscapes 



Stone House, Manassas National Battlefield Park, VA 

Newcomer Farm, Antietam National Battlefield, MD Lower Town, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, WV 

Vernacular 



US Marine Corps War Memorial, VA Bolivar Heights, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, WV 

Fort Marcy, VA  

Historic Site 



George Washington Memorial Parkway and Mount Vernon, VA  

Arlington House: The Robert E. Lee Memorial, VA 

Dumbarton Oaks Park, Georgetown, DC 

Lincoln Memorial and National World War II National Memorial, DC  

Designed 



Martin Luther King Jr. National Historic Site, GA  View from Mount Vernon to Piscataway Park , MD 

Mesa Verde National Park, CO 

Ethnographic 



Documentation 
 Henry Hill, Manassas National Battlefield Park, VA 

Who documents the landscape?  
 Historians 
 Landscape Architects 
 Archeologist 
 Anthropologist 

 
Where do we find the information?  

 Libraries and repositories 
 On-site survey’s 
 Photograph collections 
 Maps and aerials 

 

 



Jackson’s position 

near Groveton, 1883 

Historic Maps and Photographs 

Warren Survey Notes, 

1878 



 

1850 Agricultural Census. 
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Census Information 



Eulogy at the funeral of 

Union Major A.J. Barney 

Coming upon an old 

railroad embankment, 

behind which the enemy 

were collected in great 

force, the men were 

greeted with a most 

destructive fire of 

musketry…The spirited 

animal leaped an 

intervening fence: Rider 

and horse stood on top of 

the embankment, in full 

view of, and only a few 

feet from the rebels. 

Military Accounts 
 Stone zigzag pattern of worm fence, 

Unfinished Railroad, Deep Cut area  

 Worm fence 1880s, Manassas Battlefield 



Elizabeth Van Pelt war 

claim deposition –  

…the soldiers were sent 

there to encamp on our 

place to watch us [and] to 

keep us from harboring 

spies… 

The night after the 

second battle of Bull Run 

in August 1862, the union 

wounded were brought to 

our house.  The surgeons 

told me there were over 

two hundred in the house 

and out buildings.  

War Claims 
 Stone Bridge and Van Pelt House, 1862, Barnard, Library of Congress  



Lower Bull Run Tract Deed 

reference - …The above land 

Beginning at two Spanish Oaks 

growing together at the rook 

standing in the fork of Branch called 

Muddy Lick branch …Thence south 

fifty degrees east eight hundred and 

thirty pole to white oak standing in a 

savannah.. 
 

Deeds 
 Marker Tree Brawner Farm,  



Lucinda Dogan’s account of 

burial practices -   

Funeral parties of both armies 

were burying the dead, though 

they had not long been at this 

horrible work.  The 

Confederates dug long, deep 

trenches and laid their men in 

the ground that way.  The Union 

burial parties only shoveled 

mounds of dirt over the bodies 

where they lay, and two or three 

days later a heavy rain made 

the field hideous. … 

-The Breckenridge News 

September 27, 1905 
 

Field Surveys 
 Sudley, Documenting Location of Disinterred Grave Sites, 2011 



 USDA Farm Service Agency, 

Soil Conservation Service, etc. 

In 1933, the Agricultural Adjustment 

Act established farm programs 

designed to balance production and 

stabilize farm produce prices. 

Farmers, or producers, who 

participated in the farm programs 

needed to have accurate 

measurements made of their fields. 

Aerial Photography 
 Brawner Farm,1933 



GIS Overlays 



Account of Laura Fletcher, 

daughter of John Thornberry –  

…Ten men had bled to death in 

mother's bedroom the night 

before. Carpets and all furniture 

were out and gone. We never 

saw any of it again, or anything 

else. The old farm well in the 

backyard was almost full of 

everything that would go in it. 

Such as chinaware, cooking 

utensils, flat irons, and 

everything you can imagine used 

in a family was thrown in it. Of 

course everything was broken. 

How we all cried over it; and no 

prospects of replacing any of it. 

 
Archeology 

2003 

Thornberry House, 1862, Barnard, Library of Congress



What do we document? 

Landscape Characteristics 

 

 Natural Systems and Features 

 Spatial Organization 

 Land Use 

 Cultural Traditions 

 Cluster Arrangement 

 Circulation 

 Topography 

 Vegetation 

 Buildings and Structures 

 Views and Vistas 

 Constructed Water Features 

 Small-Scale Features 

 Archeological Sites 

Evaluation 



Integrity and Significance 

National Register Bulletins 

 Basic Documentation 

Techniques 

 How to Evaluate Historic 

Significance and Integrity 

 Established List of Character-

Defining Landscape Features 
 National Register Bulletin 18 – 

Designed Landscapes 

http://www.nps.gov/nr/publications/bull

etins/nrb18/ 

 National Register Bulletin 30 – Rural 

Historic Landscapes 

http://www.nps.gov/nr/publications/bull

etins/nrb30 

 National Register Bulletin 40 –Historic 

Battlefields 

http://www.nps.gov/nr/publications/bull

etins/nrb40/ 

Richmond. 1865 



How do we use this 

information? 

 The Cultural Landscapes 

Inventory is a database of all 

cultural landscapes in which the 

National Park Service has legal 

interest in. Its purpose is to 

identify cultural landscapes in 

the national park system and 

provide information on their 

location, historical development, 

characteristics and features, 

condition and management.  

 

Inventory 



Preservation 

 Preservation Brief #36 – Provides 

guidance on specifically developed 

for planning, treatment and 

management of cultural landscapes 

 Secretary of the Interior’s 

Standards for the Treatment of 

Historic Properties with 

Guidelines for the Treatment of 

Cultural Landscapes – Provides 

guidance to cultural landscape 

stewards prior to and during the 

planning and implementation of 

project work. 
 Preservation Brief #36 – 

http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/brie

fs/brief36.htm 

 Secretary of the Interior’s treatment 

standards - 

http://www.nps.gov/hps/hli/landscape_

guidelines/index.htm 

 

 



Why is this important? 

 

 Cultural Landscape Report is the 

primary guide to treatment and use 

of a cultural landscape. Based on 

the analysis, it makes 

recommendations for treatment 

consistent with the landscape's 

significance, condition, and planned 

use.  

Treatment 



 Trail Placement 

   

Preservation Maintenance 

 Quinn Evans, 2012 

 Lowe, 2012 



 

Historic Setting 
Matthews House, 1862 



Beyond the Battlefield 

View from Brawner Farm to Stuart’s Hill, 2014 

Lee’s Command Post Power Lines 
Brawner Woods 

Power Lines 
Warrenton Turnpike 

 Viewshed Protection Plans 
 Inventory 
 Assessment 

 

 

 Evaluate Visual Impacts 
 Treatment / Recommended 

Treatment Actions 
 

 



Questions? 

 Maureen D. Joseph,  Historical Landscape 

Architect National Capital Region, National Park 

Service 

 Maureen_joseph@nps.gov 

E X P E R I E N C E    Y O U R    A M E R I C A 


