
Calendar of Events 

Virginia Archaeology Month, October 2015 
 

 

  



October 3 (Saturday) Alexandria 

Event:    Java Jolt Lecture: “An eagle on their buttons: Frederick Douglass and an archaeology 

  of conflicting ideologies” 

Place:   Alexandria Archaeology Museum 

  105 North Union Street, #327 

  Alexandria, VA 22314 

  703-746-4399 

Time:   10 a.m. – 12 noon 

 Description:  A discussion of one of the most prolific writers and orators of the 19th century, Frederick Douglass, who 

devoted his career to the abolition of slavery and achieving equality for African Americans. Archaeology in Annapolis and 

the University of Maryland, using Douglass’ writings, have help locate and interpret sites described in his 

autobiographies.  Through this engagement, we are increasingly recognizing Douglass’ importance not just as a guide to 

19th-century quarters and plantations, but to understanding the ways in which ideas and ideologies can be understood, 

combated, and overcome.  

During the Civil War, Douglass pushed for the creation of the United States Colored Troops—segregated units of African 

American soldiers fighting in the Union Army. In making this case, he invoked the ideologies of democracy and 

citizenship and marshaled it against the racial ideologies used to maintain slavery and inequality. Similarly, many newly-

arrived Irish immigrants fought for the Union in ethnically-Irish units for, among other reasons, a sense of patriotism and 

ethnic identity. However, tensions between these two otherwise similarly marginalized groups exploded into the 1863 

New York City Draft Riots, which serves as an opportunity to examine underlying issues of labor and class as they relate 

to race and ethnicity.  

Though free, reservations are required, and seating is on a first-come first-served basis. Please contact Alexandria 

Archaeology at archaeology@alexandriava.gov or 703-746-4399. The event is sponsored by the Friends of Alexandria 

Archaeology (FOAA) and light refreshments will be served. 

Sponsor / Contact:  Friends of Alexandria Archaeology / www.AlexandriaArchaeology.org / Ruth Reeder: 

ruth.reeder@alexandriava.gov 

 

October 3 (Saturday) Chesterfield County 

Event:  Henricus Archaeology Saturday: Kids’ Programs & 

Hands-On Activities   

Place:   Henricus Historical Park 

   251 Henricus Park Road 

   Chester, VA  23836 

Time:   All day: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Description:   Visit Henricus Historical Park for a “Family Fun Day.”  

   There will be demonstrations and activities for the 

family at multiple sites within the park. Activities will be ongoing and self-

paced.  All children must be accompanied by an adult.   

mailto:archaeology@alexandriava.gov
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Registration required:  804-318-8797   

Cost:   $9 per child; $11 per each adult.   

Henricus Patrons:  $5 per child; adults free. 

Sponsor / Contact:  Henricus Historical Park / carlinim@chesterfield.gov 

 

October 3 (Saturday) Rockingham County 

Event:   Grand Caverns Fall Festival Living History Day / Artifact Identification Day / Living History 
 
Place:    Grand Caverns 

   5 Grand Caverns Drive 

   Grottoes, VA 24441 

 

Time:   10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Description:  Day-long exhibits and activities will focus on re-enactment  

   from different time periods and demonstrations. Living 

history demonstrations will be given about flintlocks, soap making, apple butter 

making, bean pot cooking, and among other topics. Crafters will be on site as well 

as food vendors. Dr. Carole Nash, of James Madison University, and other members 

of the Massanutten Chapter of the Archeological Society of Virginia will host an 

Artifact Identification day.  

Sponsor/Contact:  Grand Caverns   www.grandcaverns.com / Beth Ballew 540.249.5705  

or cavernsinfo@ci.grottoes.va.us 

 

October 4 (Sunday) Alexandria 

Event:    Civil War Sunday / Exhibit / Hands-On Archaeology / Kid’s Program 

Place:   Alexandria Archaeology Museum 

   105 North Union Street, #327 

   Alexandria, VA 22314 

   703-746-4399 

Time:   1 – 5 p.m. 

Description:  Explore the Civil War in Alexandria with Civil War Sundays. See an original May 26, 1861, edition 

of The New-York Tribune detailing Colonel Elmer Ellsworth’s death in Alexandria, a Peeps 

diorama illustrating Ellsworth’s death, a TimeTravelers Passport exhibit featuring the Civil War 

drummer boy, a diorama of a heating system constructed in Alexandria to warm Civil War 

hospital tents during the winter of 1861, a cocked and loaded Wickham musket discarded in a 

privy during the 1860s, and an exhibit on a Lee Street archaeological site during the Civil War. 
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Sponsor / Contact:  AAM / www.AlexandriaArchaeology.org / Ruth Reeder: ruth.reeder@alexandriava.gov 

 

October 4 (Sunday) Fredericksburg / Stafford County 

Event:    Deaf and Hard of Hearing Community Day at Ferry Farm / Site Tour 

Place:   George Washington’s Boyhood Home at Ferry Farm 

   268 Kings Highway 

   Fredericksburg, VA 22405 

Time:   2 p.m. 

Description:  Ferry Farm archaeologist Melanie Marquis will conduct a tour of the archaeology lab, dig site, 

museum gallery exhibits, and 18th-century demonstration garden. The tour also will be 

conducted in American Sign Language for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing. No reservations are 

necessary.  Regular admission fees apply.  

Sponsor / Contact:  Ferry Farm: http://www.kenmore.org/ff_home.html.  

For more information, contact Vickie Hayes 540.370.0732, ext. 24 or hayes@gwffoundation.org 

 

October 8 (Thursday) Alexandria 

Event:    Art Night: Exquisite Corpse: 2nd Thursday Art Night / Hands-On Archaeology 
 
Place:   Alexandria Archaeology Museum 

  105 North Union Street, #327 

  Alexandria, VA 22314 

  703-746-4399 

Time:   6 – 9 p.m. 

Description:   Celebrate Virginia Archaeology Month with a creative evening of ghoulish fun. Take a selfie with  

   our dog skeleton #zarkbark and discover the bare bones behind Zark’s canine burial during Zark 

Bark: Dog Burial presentation from 7 to 7:15 p.m.   

Top off your visit with a flourish by participating in the Exquisite Corpse group drawing activity and be amused by the 

outcome! An Exquisite Corpse illustration evolves as each participant adds to a composition in sequence, while only 

seeing the end of what the previous person contributed. 

The Alexandria Archaeology Museum is owned and operated by the City of Alexandria and complies with the terms of 

the ADA.  To request an accommodation, please contact the Museum at 703.746.4399 or 

archaeology@alexandriava.gov by October 1. 

Sponsor / Contact:  AAM / www.AlexandriaArchaeology.org / Ruth Reeder: ruth.reeder@alexandriava.gov 
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October 10 (Saturday) Alexandria 

Event:    20th Annual Art Safari: Potters’ Art Drawing Activity / Hands-On Archaeology / Kid’s Program 
 
Place:   Alexandria Archaeology Museum 

  105 North Union Street, #327 

  Alexandria, VA 22314 

  703-746-4399 

Time:   12 noon – 4 p.m. 

Description:  An Alexandria tradition for 20 years, Art Safari is a free day of hands-on craft activities for kids and 
families throughout all three floors of the Torpedo Factory Art Center. Children should wear clothing that can get a little 
dirty. Activities are appropriate for school-age children with parental supervision through middle school. 
 
The Alexandria Archaeology Museum, located in Studio 327, will hosts its Potters’ Art hands-on activity, inviting you to 

create your own drawing, using paint and markers, inspired by 19th-century designs found on Alexandria stoneware 

pottery.   

 

Alexandria Archaeology is owned and operated by the City of Alexandria and complies with the terms of the ADA.  To 

request accommodation, please contact the Museum at 703.746.4399 or archaeology@alexandriava.gov by October 2. 

 

Sponsor / Contact:  AAM / www.AlexandriaArchaeology.org / Ruth Reeder: ruth.reeder@alexandriava.gov 

 

October 10 & 11 (Saturday & Sunday)  Leesburg 

Event:   Hands-On Supervised Public Archeological Dig 

Place: Banshee Reeks Nature Preserve 

21085 The Woods Road 

Leesburg, VA 20175 

Time:   1 to 4 p.m., Saturday and Sunday 

Description:    Join Archeological Society of Virginia members in excavating two or more (depending on  

   number of participants) 3 x 3-foot test units placed near clusters of positive historic and 

prehistoric STPs (Shovel Test Pits) within Site 44LD1207, which is noted on a Phase One Site Report. ASV members may 

also use metal detectors to identify boundaries of the site. The public will be allowed to observe and participate under 

the supervision of ASV Banshee Reeks Chapter members on site. 

Sponsor / Contact: ASV Banshee Reeks Chapter / Hayden Mathews at hwmathews@comcast.net  
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October 11 (Sunday) Alexandria 

Event:    Civil War Sunday / Exhibit / Hands-On Archaeology / Kid’s Program 

Place:   Alexandria Archaeology Museum 

   105 North Union Street, #327 

   Alexandria, VA 22314 

   703-746-4399 

Time:   1 – 5 p.m. 

Description:  Explore the Civil War in Alexandria with Civil War Sundays. See an original May 26, 1861, edition 

of  The New-York Tribune detailing Colonel Elmer Ellsworth’s death in Alexandria, a Peeps 

diorama illustrating Ellsworth’s death, a TimeTravelers Passport exhibit featuring the Civil War 

drummer boy, a diorama of a heating system constructed in Alexandria to warm Civil War 

hospital tents during the winter of 1861, a cocked and loaded Wickham musket discarded in a 

privy during the 1860s, and an exhibit on a Lee Street archaeological site during the Civil War.  

Sponsor / Contact:  AAM / www.AlexandriaArchaeology.org / Ruth Reeder: ruth.reeder@alexandriava.gov 

 

October 13 (Tuesday) Franklin County 

Event:  “Memory, Tradition, and Preservation: Understanding Family Cemeteries as Spiritual and 

Historical Landscapes” / Lecture 

Place:  Phoebe Needles Center  

732 Turners Creek Road 

Callaway, VA  24067 

Time: 10 a.m. 

Description:   Archaeologist Tom Klatka, of the Virginia Department of Historic Resources, will “lift the shroud  

   of history” by looking at the meanings that underlie and give reason to the special qualities that 

give a cemetery its “proper appearance.”  His discussion will consider cemeteries as important spiritual landscapes that 

reflect not only sacred systems of religious belief but also the cultural heritage of our nation. Understanding the 

functional and symbolic meanings helps us to recognize cemeteries as special places rooted deeply in our beliefs and 

histories, and as places most worthy of our protection. Preserving the verbal, written and visual knowledge of 

cemeteries is a vital way to ensure the continuation of local memory. 

Sponsor / Contact: Phoebe Needles Center  / The Reverend John H. Heck: 540-483-1518 or  

pncenter@gmail.com  
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October 13 (Tuesday) Martinsville / Henry County 

 

Event: Behind-the-Scenes in the Archaeology Lab / Open House 

Place:  Virginia Museum of Natural History 

21 Starling Avenue 

Martinsville, VA 24112 

Tel: 276-634-4176 

Time: 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. 

Description:   Join VMNH Curator of Archaeology, Dr. Elizabeth Moore, in a behind-the-scenes tour of the  

   archaeology laboratory. Visitors will see some of the new collections recently donated to VMNH, 

see how we process and identify artifacts, and learn about current volunteer opportunities. 

Sponsor / Contact: VMNH / Elizabeth Moore: Elizabeth.moore@vmnh.virginia.gov 

 

October 17 (Saturday) Alexandria 

Event:    The Alexandria Archaeological Protection Code: Mysteries of the Waterfront / Lecture 
 
Place:   Gadsby Tavern Museum 

   134 North Royal Street 

   Alexandria, VA 22314 

   703-746-4399 

Time:   10 a.m. – 12 noon 

Description:  Celebrate International Archaeology Day learning how the Alexandria Archaeological Protection  
Code works to preserve the City’s past. The lecture will highlight discoveries recovered and  

saved since the code’s passage by City Council more than 25 years ago. The talk will conclude with a look to the future as  
waterfront projects offer an opportunity to unearth, record, and interpret the buried layers and features that can  
provide insight into the City’s development on the Potomac. 

 
RSVP to archaeology@alexandriava.gov or 703.746.4399. The free lecture is sponsored by the Office of Historic 

Alexandria and the Friends of Alexandria Archaeology (FOAA).         

Sponsor / Contact:  AAM / www.AlexandriaArchaeology.org / Ruth Reeder: ruth.reeder@alexandriava.gov 
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October 18 (Sunday) Alexandria 

Event:    Civil War Sunday / Exhibit / Hands-On Archaeology / Kid’s Program 

Place:   Alexandria Archaeology Museum 

   105 North Union Street, #327 

   Alexandria, VA 22314 

   703-746-4399 

Time:   1 – 5 p.m. 

Description:  Explore the Civil War in Alexandria with Civil War Sundays. See an original May 26, 1861, edition 

 of  The New-York Tribune detailing Colonel Elmer Ellsworth’s death in Alexandria, a Peeps 

diorama illustrating Ellsworth’s death, a TimeTravelers Passport exhibit featuring the Civil War 

drummer boy, a diorama of a heating system constructed in Alexandria to warm Civil War 

hospital tents during the winter of 1861, a cocked and loaded Wickham musket discarded in a 

privy during the 1860s, and an exhibit on a Lee Street archaeological site during the Civil War.  

Sponsor / Contact:  AAM / www.AlexandriaArchaeology.org / Ruth Reeder: ruth.reeder@alexandriava.gov 

 

October 25 (Sunday) Alexandria 

Event:    Civil War Sunday / Exhibit / Hands-On Archaeology / Kid’s Program 

Place:   Alexandria Archaeology Museum 

   105 North Union Street, #327 

   Alexandria, VA 22314 

   703-746-4399 

Time:   1 – 5 p.m. 

Description:  Explore the Civil War in Alexandria with Civil War Sundays. See an original May 26, 1861, edition 

of  The New-York Tribune detailing Colonel Elmer Ellsworth’s death in Alexandria, a Peeps 

diorama illustrating Ellsworth’s death, a TimeTravelers Passport exhibit featuring the Civil War 

drummer boy, a diorama of a heating system constructed in Alexandria to warm Civil War 

hospital tents during the winter of 1861, a cocked and loaded Wickham musket discarded in a 

privy during the 1860s, and an exhibit on a Lee Street archaeological site during the Civil War.  

Sponsor / Contact:  AAM / www.AlexandriaArchaeology.org / Ruth Reeder: ruth.reeder@alexandriava.gov 

 

October 31 (Saturday) Alexandria 

Event:  Ghost and Goblin Archaeological Site Tours 
 Open House / Kid’s Program / Hands-On Archaeology 
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Place:   George Washington Masonic National Memorial 

   101 Callahan Drive 

   Alexandria, VA 22301 

   703-746-4399 

Time:   10 a.m. – 12 noon 

Description:  On Halloween Alexandria Archaeology is hosting an Open House at the Shuter’s Hill archaeological site 

located on the property behind the George Washington Masonic National Memorial. Alexandria archaeologists will be 

on hand to conduct site tours and show the latest finds at this late eighteenth- and nineteenth-century plantation site.   

 

City archaeologists will share the results of a recent electrical conductivity survey as they seek to identify the 

foundations of an early plantation house. Visitors will be able to help archaeologists probe for the foundations. Please 

wear durable clothing and closed-toed shoes. 

 

Though free, reservations are required. Please contact Alexandria Archaeology at archaeology@alexandriava.gov or 

703.746.4399. Alexandria Archaeology is a division of the Office of Historic Alexandria, and is owned and operated by 

the City of Alexandria. 

        

Sponsor / Contact:  AAM / www.AlexandriaArchaeology.org / Ruth Reeder: ruth.reeder@alexandriava.gov 

 

Through October:  Gloucester County 

Exhibit:  The Gloucester Point Revolutionary War Collection: Preserving the Roots of Our Nation’s History 

Place: Gloucester Museum of History 

6539 Main Street 

Gloucester, VA 23061 

Time: Mondays through Saturdays, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Description: See an extensive display of Revolutionary War artifacts. 

Sponsor / Contact: Gloucester Museum of History:  http://www.gloucesterva.info/MuseumofHistory.aspx /  

Betty Jean Deal at 804.693.1234  

 

October to Aug. 2016:  Martinsville / Henry County 

 

Event: Exploring Virginia (Exhibit) 
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Place:  Virginia Museum of Natural History 

21 Starling Avenue 

Martinsville, VA 24112 

Time: Mon-Sat.: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Description:   During the 17th century, explorers from England, Spain, France, and Portugal explored  

   the "New World" now known as the Americas. "Glory, God, and gold" drove men of religion, 

men of business, and men with ambition to map new lands, learn about natural resources, and make contact with native 

peoples. Today, archaeologists study the past by excavating sites and interpreting the things that people have left 

behind. Exploring Virginia is open at the Virginia Museum of Natural History through to August 3, 2016 

Sponsor / Contact: VMNH / 276-634-4141 

 

 


