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Nineteenth-Century Brick Architecture
in the Roanoke Valley and Beyond:

Discovering the True Legacies

of the Deyerle Builders

A well-known local legend names Benjamin Deyerle as the
leading brick maker and builder in the Roanoke Valley during
much of the 19th century. But new research reveals that some
of the attributions are based entirely on oral tradition and
conjecture. Benjamin's brother David, half-brother Joseph,
and Joseph’s son J. C. Deyerle, also happen to have been
accomplished brick makers and builders. This book provides
an accurate account of each Deyerle builder’s career. A novel
research approach focused on bricks—how they were made and
how they were laid—provided many decisive clues. Moreover,
the era’s brick making, building construction, and architectural
design in the Roanoke Valley and beyond are effectively
explained and illustrated with 180 images and maps.
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