
&Nineteenth-Century 
Brick Architecture 

in the Roanoke Valley and Beyond: 

Discovering the 
True Legacies of the

DeyerLe BuiLDers

M i C h A e l  J . P u l i C e

N
ineteenth-C

entury Brick A
rchitecture in the Roanoke Valley and Beyond: 

D
iscovering the True Legacies of the D

eyerle Builders

9 7 8 0 9 8 1 6 2 5 1 3 3

ISBN 978-0-9816251-3-3 $35.00
5 3 5 0 0

upon completion of a bachelor’s degree 
in sociology/Anthropology from radford 
university, Mike Pulice worked as a field 
archaeologist for nearly a decade, in 
numerous states across the country, before 
earning a Master of Architecture degree from 
Virginia Tech in 2000. He has held the position 
of architectural historian for the Virginia 
Department of Historic resources’ Western 
regional Office since 2001.

THe HisTOricAL sOcieTy Of WesTern 
VirginiA was established in 1957 to promote 
an interest in a broad spectrum of history, 
with emphasis on that of western Virginia. 
it includes the History Museum of Western 
Virginia,  O. Winston Link Museum, a virtual 
museum, and crystal spring Pump station 
historic site. Through its Kegley Publications 
division, HsWV also sponsors research and 
publication in the field of regional history. 

A well-known local legend names Benjamin Deyerle 

(1806-1883) as the leading brick maker and builder in 

the roanoke Valley during much of the 19th century. 

More than 20 landmark buildings have been attributed 

to him. new research detailed herein, however, reveals 

that some of the attributions are based entirely on oral 

tradition and the others purely on conjecture, in the 

absence of any tangible documentation. Benjamin’s 

brother David, half-brother Joseph, and Joseph’s son 

J. c. Deyerle, also happen to have been accomplished 

brick makers and builders, yet more than a century 

after their deaths, Benjamin alone is remembered as a 

significant historical figure. The chief aim of this book, 

based on a lengthy study, is to provide an accurate 

account of each Deyerle builder’s career. A novel 

research approach focused on bricks—how they were 

made, their physical properties, and how they were 

laid—provided many decisive clues. now, at last, the 

remarkable legacies of the Deyerle builders are well 

understood, and their stories are told on these pages. 

Moreover, the era’s brick making, building construction, 

and architectural design in the roanoke Valley and 

beyond are effectively explained and illustrated with 180 

images and maps.

The legend of Benjamin Deyerle (1806–1883), which 
names him as the leading builder in the roanoke 
Valley during much of the 19th century, is well known 
to local history and architecture enthusiasts. The basis 
of the legend can be traced back to letters written in 
1934 by Peyton M. Lewis, who grew up as a slave on 
Deyerle’s plantation in roanoke county. Lewis made 
clear that his father, charles, helped Deyerle build the 
family home, known as Lone Oak, as well as houses 
for a number of patrons in roanoke and surrounding 
counties. He identified three other houses specifically, 
all of which are illustrated and discussed in this 
volume. since 1934, however, more than 20 landmark 
buildings, including a number of churches, have been 
attributed to him as the architect, brick maker and 
builder. The research detailed herein reveals that the 
attributions were made in the complete absence of 
primary resource documentation, and often conflict 
with solid evidence to the contrary. Benjamin’s 
kinsmen, namely his brother David, half-brother 
Joseph, and Joseph’s son J. c. Deyerle, also happen to 
have been accomplished brick makers and builders, 
yet more than a century after their deaths, Benjamin 
alone is remembered as a significant historical figure.

This book is based on a study that sought to 
determine precisely which buildings were built by 
the Deyerles, and by whom among them. The study 
employed traditional modes of historical research, 
but in tandem with a novel approach that focused on 
bricks—how they were made, their physical properties, 
and how they were laid—in the construction of some 
of southwestern Virginia’s finest works of architecture. 
The study was largely successful at both supporting 
and debunking pieces of common lore, and now, at 
last, the remarkable legacies of the Deyerle builders 
are well understood. Moreover, the era’s brick 
making, building construction, and architectural 
design in the roanoke Valley and beyond are 
effectively explained and illustrated with 180 images 
and maps.
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A well-known local legend names Benjamin Deyerle as the 
leading brick maker and builder in the Roanoke Valley during 
much of the 19th century. But new research reveals that some 
of the attributions are based entirely on oral tradition and 
conjecture. Benjamin’s brother David, half-brother Joseph, 
and Joseph’s son J. C. Deyerle, also happen to have been 
accomplished brick makers and builders. This book provides 
an accurate account of each Deyerle builder’s career. A novel 
research approach focused on bricks—how they were made and 
how they were laid—provided many decisive clues. Moreover, 
the era’s brick making, building construction, and architectural 
design in the Roanoke Valley and beyond are effectively 
explained and illustrated with 180 images and maps.


