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The Car ly l e  House i s  a two-and-a-half s t o r y  r ec t angu la r  s t r u c t u r e  which has 
been cons iderably  a l t e r e d  both  i n  appearance and s e t t i n g .  The w a l l  su r face  
which were o r i g i n a l l y  b r i c k  decorated a t  the  co rne r s  by s tone  quoins, a r e  
now covered by scored s tucco .  The p resen t  hipped roof wi th  dormers i s  a 
replacement of  what was probably a more shal low hip-on-hip roof wi thout  
dormers. The o r i g i n a l  s tone  co rn ice ,  appa ren t ly  a unique Vi rg in i a  s u r v i v a l  
of the  per iod ,  remains on t h e  en t r ance  facade but  has  been replaced by a 
wooden one on the  s i d e s  and r e a r .  The da ted  keystone su rv ives  i n  t h e  
c e n t r a l  p a v i l i o n  of  the  en t r ance  facade,  but  i t  has been incorpora ted  i n t o  
a completely r e s t y l e d  doorway; the  o r i g i n a l  doorway i s  thought t o  have 
been based on a Pa l l ad ian  motif .  The o r i g i n a l  s a sh  has been replaced 
throughout t h e  house. The garden f r o n t  en t r ance  has  a l s o  been r e s t y l e d ,  an 
a n e o - c l a s s i c  porch h a s  been placed ac ross  the  e n t i r e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  

Of the  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  t r i m ,  on ly  t h a t  of the  famous Blue Room and the  
small  s tudy ,  on t h e  same s i d e  of  t h e  house, remain; the  f u l l y  paneled Xluc 
Room is  one of the  f i n e s t  of i t s  per iod  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  The remaining 
woodwork i n  t h e  house i s  i n  the  Federa l  s t y l e .  

O r i g i n a l l y  t h e  house had f l ank ing  dependencies i n  the  manner of  Annapolis 
townhouses, but  they were removed i n  the  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  and t h e i r  
appearance i s  unce r t a in .  It  i s  thought t h a t  these  dependencies were t o  
be joined t o  the  main house by curved passages,  but  t h i s  has never  been 
e s t a b l i s h e d .  Unfortunately t h e  en t r ance  f r o n t  of  the  C a r l y l e  House has beer 
completely c u t  o f f  from the  s t r e e t  by t h e  e r e c t i o n  of a n ine teen th  century  
f i v e - s t o r y  h o t e l  immediately , , $  : i n  , '  f r o n t  of t h e  house,,:,so t h a t  t o  reach  t h e  
house one must 'pass thr6Lgh t h e  h o t e l ,  ' a c r o s s  t h e  moat;-and up t h e  fron't  
s t e p s .  The o r i g i n a l  gardens which extended t o  t h e  Potomac River have s i n c e  
been c u t  o f f  by warehouses and N .  Lee S t r e e t .  Although t h e  house i s  
p r e s e n t l y  i n  a p e c u l i a r  s i t u a t i o n ,  from N..Lee S t r e e t  i t  s t i l l  r e t a i n s  a 
commanding presence on i t s h i g h t e r r a c e .  ' 
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As ind ica t ed  by t h e  i n i t i a l s  and d a t e  i n  t h e  keystone over  t h e  doorway, 
t h i s  f i n e  mid-Georgian mansion was completed f o r  John and Sara (Fa i r f ax )  
Car ly l e  i n  1752. A n a t i v e  of  Scot land,  John Car ly l e  was one of  the  
o r i g i n a l  i nco rpora to r s  of t h e  c i t y  of  Alexandria.  Although he was a  
merchant by p r o f e s s i o n ,  i n  1755 C a r l y l e  became a  major i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  
M i l i t i a ,  and i n  1758 he was appointed t o  the  p r e s t i g i o u s  p o s i t i o n  of  
customs c o l l e c t o r .  

The Car ly l e  House i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  a s  i t  i s  t h e  only 
surv iv ing  mid-Georgian townhouse i n  Vi rg in i a  designed i n  a f i v e - p a r t  p lan  
i n  the  manner of Annapolis townhouses. I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e  s tone  co rn ice  
i s  poss ib ly  a  unique a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e  f o r  i t s  time i n  Vi rg in i a .  
The a r c h i t e c t  of t h e  house is unknown, but  it i s  very  l i k e l y  t h a t  the  
des ign  of t h e  C a r l y l e  House was based on C r a i g i e h a l l ,  a  S c o t t i s h  house 
designed by William Adam, an engraving of  which appeared i n  Vi t ruv ius  
Sco t i cus ,  published i n  1750. 

The Car ly l e  House was t h e  c e n t e r  of much s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  
i n  the  yea r s  preceding the  Revolution. On A p r i l  14, 1755, General Braddock. 
met i n  t h e  famous "Blue Room" of  t h e  Car ly l e  House w i t h  t h e  governors of 
V i rg in i a ,  Massachuset ts ,  Maryland, Pennsylvania,  and New York t o  p lan  t h e  
i l l - f a t e d  campaign a g a i n s t  t h e  Indians .  Among t h e  o t h e r  no tab le s  en ter ta i r ied  
i n  the  house a t  v a r i o u s  times were George Washington, Benjamin F rank l in ,  
George Mason, John Marshal l ,  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  Charles  C a r r o l l  of  
C a r r o l l t o n ,  Lighthorse  Harry Lee, and John Paul Jones. 
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