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D E S C R I B E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  D R l G l N A L  (11 known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R I N C E  / a.  BACKGROUND INFORMATION: I 

John Wise b u i l t  a l a r g e  three-s tory  b r i c k  a d d i t i o n  i n  1792. It was opened 
on February 11, wi th  f e s t i v i t i e s  commemorating Washillgton's b i r thday .  I n  
Wise's new h o t e l ,  Alexandria a r c h i t e c t u r e  reached i t s  h i g h e s t  express ion ,  
and i t  was the  u l t ima te  i n  comfort and elegance f o r  i ts  days. 

Gadsby's Tavern, which comprises two ad jo in ing  tavern  bu i ld ings ,  is one of 
America's most famous taverns .  The sma l l e r  of the  two bu i ld ings  was b u i l t  
i n  1752 and known a s  the  City Tavern, and sometimes a s  t h e  Coffee House. 
During t h e  last h a l f  of t h e  18th  century,  i t  was an important cen te r  i n  
Vi rg in ia  l i f e .  Washington r e c r u i t e d  h i s  f i r s t  command of P r o v i n c i a l  t roops  
f o r  t h e  Great Meadows campaign i n  1754 a t  C i ty  Tavern. H e  was quar tered  
here  when he received h i s  commission as Major on General Braddock's s t a f f .  
The F a i r f a x  Resolves were prepared he re  -- t hose  resolves  t h a t  eventual ly  
grew i n t o  t h e  Vi rg in ia  B i l l  of Rights.  I n  t h i s  t ave rn  met the  convention , I 

ca l l ed  by Washington t o  s e t t l e  the  ques t ion  of tmport  d u t i e s  on t h e  ' ~ o t o m a c  
River commerce. The ques t ion  seemed of l a r g e r  importance and i n  time l e d  t o  
the  convention i n  Ph i l ade lph ia  which prepared t h e  Cons t i tu t ion  of t h e  United 
S t a t e s .  The f i r s t  c e l e b r a t i o n  of the  adoption of t h e  Federa l  Cons t i tu t ion  
subsequently took p lace  h e r e  on June 28, 1788. 

I n  1794, John Gadsby took over t h e  t ave rn  under a l ease .  A s  f i n e  a s  the  
tavern  had been under Wise, i t  w a s  t o  reach  new excel lence  and fame. Run- 
ning the  two t ave rns  as one, under t h e  name Gadsby's Tavern, he spread t h e  
fame of i ts  comfort and cul inary  a r t  throughout t h e  country. From Boston 
t o  New Orleans,  t h e  t r a v e l e r  d id  h i s  b e s t  t o  make Gadsby's. Gadsby es t a -  
b l i shed  h i s  own s t a t e  l i n e  from Alexandria t o  Ph i l ade lph ia ,  and i t  was 
necessary t o  be a gues t  with him i n  order  t o  g e t  a t i c k e t .  
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Such men a s  George Mason, Thomas J e f f e r s o n ,  Alexander Hamilton, George C l i n t  n ,  
Benjamin Frankl in ,  General Braddock, t h e  Byrds, Fitzhughs, Lees and Wash- 

Cn 

ingtons a r e  among those  who v i s i t e d  Gadsby's. Indeed t h e  two t ave rns  housed 
and fed  most of the  famous persons v i s i t i n g  t h e  country from 1752 f o r  t h e  
nex t  one hundred y e p s .  

The two bu i ld ings  t h a t  make up t h e  Tavern were purchased by the  American 
Legion, Pos t  #24 i n  1926. Since then ,  p a t r i o t i c  organiza t ions  of Alexan- 
d r i a  have joined i n  its r e s t o r a t i o n .  The ballroom woodwork of the  l a r g e r  
City Hotel ,  which was taken f o r  t h e  American Wing i n  t h e  Metropoli tan Museu 
of A r t ,  has been copied i n  d e t a i l  and replaced.  The f r o n t  of t h i s  bu i ld ing  
was r e s to red  by t h e  Mount Vernon Chapter of t h e  D.A.R., and t h e  main door- 
way w a s  purchased from the  Metropoli tan Museum and re s to red  i n  1949. TWO 

ballrooms, a walled courtyard wi th  cobblestone s u r f a c i n g ,  an undcrground 
b r i c k  k i t chen ,  a t ap  room and lodging rooms furnished i n  tho  mannor of 
Colonia l  V i r g i n i a  g ive  an e x c e l l e n t  p i c t u r e  of t ave rn  h o s p i t a l i t y  as i t  
was enjoyed a t  t h i s  famous inn .  



1 .:I.. .;..'LKla ut,, , L , ~ %  ,. , ~ , ' I  , . , , . . , . . 
(July 19691 N A I I O N A L  P A R K  S E R V I C E  

NATIONAL R ~ C I S T E R  OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Alexandria ( C i t . i l  
FOR N P S  USE O N L Y  

Gadsby's Tavern is  an outstanding i l lustration of the central role played 
by many taverns i n  early American l i f e .  
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) b. BOUNDARIES: I 

E N T R Y  NUMBER 

Gadsby's Tavern i s  situated on a l o t  approximately 115 feet  in  depth and 
100 f e e t  in  width; i t  is  lo.cate4 on the southwest corner of North Royal 
and Cameron Streets,  Alexandria. 
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Bath buildings, especially the earlier one, ua e x c e b n t  reprewntativae 
of thair rarpactive periods and etylee. 
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S T I T E M E N T  O F  I I C N I F I C A N C E  

One of the best-known inns i n  Virginia, Gadby's Tavern comprises two 
adjoining buildings; the smaller City Tavern, which was b u i l t  f i r s t ,  
and the three-story br ick  building which was added 40 years l a t e r .  
Under both John Wise and John Gadsby, t o  whom Wise leased the tavern 
i n  1794, the  hostel ry  was renowned for  both i t s  hospi ta l i ty  and arch- 
i t ec ture .  



Gay Montague Moore, Seaport  i n  Virg in ia :  George Washington's Alexandria  
(~ichmond 1949) ; Work P r o j e c t s  Administrat ion,  Virg in ia :  A Guide t o  
the  Old Dominion (New York, 1940). 
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A s  the des iane ted  S t a t e  1,iaison Officer  for t he  Na- 

t ional  His tor ic  P r e se rva t i on  Act of 1066 (Pub l i c  1.aw 

89-665). I hereby nominnte t h i s  propcrty for  inc lus ion  

in  t he  Nation"! Regis te r  and  cer l i iy  that it h 'a~ t l ren  

evnlua t rd  arrorrl inc to  l h r  rr i tvrin nntl proc.r<brca eel 
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I  hereby cer t i fy  that t h i s  property ia included in the  

Nat iona l  Regis te r .  
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Frank S. Melvin 
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