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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (ff known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Lloyd House, built in 1796, is a large free standing town house at the
southwest corner of the intersection of North Washington Street and Queen
Street in Alexandria, Virginia.

The house is built of brick laid in Flemish bond on the north and east fronts
and common bond on the south and west fronts. It is rectangular, two-and~a-
half stories high with a gable roof and pedimented dormer windows with arched
sash. The Washington Street elevation is five bays wide. The windows have
8ix over six pane double hung sash and splayed stone jack arch lintels with
fluted keystones. The central entrance doorway, in wood, is the finest
remaining feature of the house. The double, five-panel entrance doors have
above them a semi-circular glazed transom. Surrounding the door is an
expertly executed frontispiece with a broken pediment supported by two fluted
engaged Doric pilasters. The house hags a fine modillion cornice on the east
and north elevations. On the north side the cornice continues across the
gable end of the house forming a pediment.

The interior has a central hall plan with two rooms in each side. The stair
ie .ocated in the rear of the hall. Despite extensive interior alteration
over the vears, some of the original Federal trim survives.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Lloyd House, when it was built, was one of the finest examples of
Federal domestic architecture in Alexandria and a splendid illustration of
the post-colonial style that characterizes so much of early Virginia
architecture, Built in 1796, it is a two-story rectangular brick building
with a central entrance, a five bay front, four chimneys, with molded brick
caps, and a gabled roof with three dormers. In 1960, the integrity of the
building was severely compromised by a badly executed repointing of the
masonry with Porxtland cement. Only portions of the original interior remain
However, even in its prime the Lloyd House, for all its quality, was never
more than a good example of a building type which reached its peak in the
town houses of Annapolis, Maryland, a quarter of a century earlier.

History

The Lloyd House was built in 1796 by John Wise, a prominent Alexandria
citizen. George Washington was a guest there on. occasion, before his death
in 1799. 1In 1810 Wise sold the house to Jacob Hoffman, who later was to
become Mayor of Alexandria. James Hooe purchased the home from Hoffman

in 1824 for $13,000. Following the death of her husband, the widow Hooe,
in 1826, rented the house to educator Benjamin Hallowell, who used it for

a schoolhouse. ‘

The thirteenth student to enroll in the new school was Robert E. Lee, who
was preparing to enter West Point. The widow Hooe died in 1831, and the
mansion was sold by auction te John Lloyd, Mrs. Lloyd was Robert E. Lee's
first cousin, and Lee continued to be a frequent visitor in his old school-
house.

The house remained in possession of the Lloyd family until the 1930's. The
next owner divided its large rooms into apartments, and the building, due

to extreme neglect, deteriorated to such a state that the city council
threatened in 1956 to raze it. However, the newly formed Historic Alexandri
Foundation lobbied for preservation of the house. Because of its efforts,
Robert V. New, a Wyoming businessman, bought the building sight unseen.

In 1960 Mr. New made extensive and insensitive repalrs to the house, and
used it as a center for geological studies. Changes to the interior include
the removal of interior partitions, a second stairway built after the Civil

War, and a rear two-story porch. The original random width pines were
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brickwork.

demolition.

e ——

covered with hard wood flooring and painted. On the exterior, the fine
Flemish bond masonry was clumsily repointed with Portland cement. This act
destroyed one of the finest original features of the house, its 18th century

In 1968 the Lloyd House was purchased by the City of Alexandria to prevent its
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