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The Lloyd House, b u i l t  i n  1796, is  a large f r ee  standing town house a t  the 
southwest corner of the intersect ion of North Washington S t ree t  and Queen 
S t ree t  i n  Alexandria, Virginia. 

i ~ h e  i n t e r i o r  has a cen t ra l  h a l l  plan with two rooms i n  each s ide.  The s t a i r  
i i c  . . ~ c a t e d  i n  the r ea r  of the ha l l .  Despite extensive i n t e r i o r  a l t e r a t ion  
/ uve:: the years,  some of the or ig ina l  Federal t r i m  survives. 

I I 

I 

.p.-..--.-----.-..- ~- 

The house is b u i l t  of brick l a i d  i n  Flemish bond on the north and eas t  f ronts  
and common bond on the south and west fronts.  I t  is  rectangular, two-and-a- 
half s to r i e s  high with a gable roof and pedimented dormer windows with arched 
sash. The Washington S t r ee t  elevation i s  f i ve  bays wide. The windows have 
s i x  over s i x  pane double hung sash and splayed stone jack arch l i n t e l s  with 
f lu ted  keystones. The cen t ra l  entrance doorway, i n  wood, i s  the f i n e s t  
remaining feature of the house. The double, five-panel entrance doors have 
above them a semi-circular glazed transom. Surrounding the door i s  an 
expertly executed front ispiece with a broken pediment supported by two f lu ted  
engaged Doric p i l a s t e r s .  The house has a f i ne  modillion cornice on the ea s t  
and north elevations. On the north s ide  the cornice continues across the 
gable end of the house forming a pediment. 
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I T A T E W E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

The Lloyd House, when it  was b u i l t ,  was one of t h e  f i n e s t  examples of 
Federal  domestic a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  Alexandria and a splendid i l l u s t r a t i o n  of 
t h e  post-colonial  s t y l e  t h a t  cha rac te r i zes  so  much of e a r l y  Vi rg in ia  
a rch i t ec tu re .  B u i l t  i n  1796, it is  a two-story rec tangular  b r i c k  bui ld ing 
with a c e n t r a l  ent rance ,  a f i v e  bay f r o n t ,  four  chimneys, wi th  molded b r i ck  
caps,  and a gabled roof with th ree  dormers. In  1960, t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  
birilding w a s  severe ly  compromised by a badly executed repo in t ing  of the  

.masonry wi th  Port land cement. Only por t ions  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  remail 
However, even i n  i t s  prime t h e  Lloyd House, f o r  a l l  i t s  q u a l i t y ,  was never 
more than a qood example of a bui ld ing type which reached i t s  peak i n  the  
town houses of Annapolis, Maryland, a q u a r t e r  of a century e a r l i e r .  

i 
History 

The Lloyd House w a s  b u i l t  i n  1796 by John Wise, a prominent Alexandria 
c i t i z e n .  George Washington was a gues t  t h e r e  onloccasion, be fo re  h i s  death 
i n  1799. I n  1810 Wise so ld  t h e  house t o  Jacob Hoffman, who la te r  was t o  
become Mayor o fAlexandr ia .  James Hooe purchased t h e  home from Hoffman 
i n  1824 f o r  $13,000. Following the death  of her  husband, t h e  widow Hooe, 

I i n  1826, rented  t h e  house t o  educator Benjamin Hallowell,  who used it f o r  
a schoolhouse. 

The t h i r t e e n t h  s tuden t  t o  e n r o l l  i n  the  new school was Robert E. Lee, who 
was preparing t o  e n t e r  West Point .  The widow Hooe died  i n  1831, and t h e  
mansion was sold  by auct ion  t o  John Lloyd. Mrs. Lloyd was Robert E.  Lee's 
f i r s t  cousin, and Lee continued t o  be a frequent  v i s i t o r  i n  h i s  o l d  school- 
house. 

The house remained i n  possession of t h e  Lloyd family u n t i l  t h e  1930's.  The 1 
next owner divided i ts  l a r g e  rooms i n t o  apartments, and t h e  bu i ld ina ,  due 
t o  extreme neglec t ,  d e t e r i o r a t e d  t o  such a s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  c i t y  council  
threatened i n  1956 t o  r aze  it. However, t h e  newly formed H i s t o r i c  Alexandri 
Foundation lobbied f o r  preservat ion  of  t h e  house. Because of its e f f o r t s ,  
Robert V. New, a Wyoming businessman, bought t h e  bui ld ing s i g h t  unseen. i 
In  1960 M r .  New made extens ive  and i n s e n s i t i v e  r e p a i r s  t o  t h e  house, and 
used it as a cen te r  f o r  geologica l  s tud ies .  Changes t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  include 
t h e  removal of i n t e r i o r  p a r t i t i o n s ,  a second stairway b u i l t  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  

War, and a r e a r  two-story porch. The o r i g i n a l  random width p ines  were 
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covered with hard wood flooring and painted. On the exterior, the fine 
Flemish bond masonry was clumsily repointed with Portland cement. This act 
destroyed one of the finest original features of the house, its 18th century 
brickwork. 

E N T R Y  NUMBER 

In 1968 the Lloyd House was purchased by the City of Alexandria to prevent its 
demolition. 

D A T E  

Lloyd House I 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public 1,aw 

89-665). 1 hereby nominate this  property for  inclusion 

L O N G I T U D E  

Degrees Manutes Seconds 

77 0 02 ' 50 '. 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

Register' 

in the National Register and cerlify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and proceldures s e t  
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

Level of significance of this nomination is: 

National State Local 
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