
VA'TIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES RECEIVE0 

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM - 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

~ N A E / I E  
HISTORIC 

A lexandr ia  Canal T ide  Lock ( ~ r e f e z r e d )  
AND/OR COMMON 

A lexandr ia  T i d e  Lock, Number Four 

HLOCATION 
STREET~NUMBER Eas t  o f  Lee Street to  the Potomac River; bounded on the Nor th  by 

F i r s t  Street and on the Sooth by Montgomery Street-NoT,oRwsucnTloN 
CITY TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

A lexand r i a  - VICINITYOF Eighth,  Herbert  H a r r i s ,  I I 
STATE "f COUNTY 

V i r g i n i a  (in c i t y )  ?Po' 
~EJCLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 

-DISTRICT -PUBLIC 

-BUILDlhGlS) -PRIVAT 

-STRUCTURE zeoTH fdi sp"ted) 
&SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
-0WECT -IN PROCESS 

-BEING CONSIDERED 

C OWNER OF PROPERTY 

STATUS 
-OCCUPIED 

XUNOCCUP~ED 
-WORKIN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
ZYES RESTRICTED 

-YES UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

PRESENTUSE 
-AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL >ARK 

-EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -REUGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

J N D U S T R I A L  -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY  OTHER 

NAME 
Herbert  Bryant Associates - 

STREET & N""^*^ 

117 King S t r e e t  
CITY TOWN ST4TE 

A lexandr ia  - VICINIl? OF V i  r g ~ n i a  22313 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEOSETC. C i t y  Recorders O f f i c e  

CITY. TOWN STATE 
A lexandr ia  V i r g i n i a  

 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

V i  r - w n  Survev 
DATE 

1968 -FEDERAL &STATE -COUNM -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY F 0 9  
SURVEY RECORDS V i  r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Comi s s i o n  6.21 Go~ei-nor S t r e e t  
CITY TOWN STATE 

221 Governor St reet ,  Richmond V i r g i n i a  



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED K O R I G I N A L  S ~ T E  

ALTERED -MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Context: 

The Alexandr ia Archaeo log ica l  Commission d i r e c t e d  the  A lexandr ia  Archa- 
eology Research Center t o  conduct subserface t e s t s  o f  the  p r o p e r t y  bounded by  
Lee, Montgomery, and F i r s t  S t ree ts ,  and the  Potomac R ive r  (F igure  I), t o  
determine i f  a t i d a l  l o c k  and h o l d i n g  bas in  o f  the Alexandria-Georgetown Canal 
s t i  I 1  remained beneath t h e  surface. 

The t i d a l  l o c k  and h o l d i n g  b a s i n  were p a r t  o f  t h e  seven-mi le l ong  A lex-  
and r ia  Canal completedin 1843 ( M i t c h e l l  1978). This  canal p layed a major  r o l e  
i n  A lexandr ia 's  economic h i s t o r y .  Trade i n  the c i t y  was increased and t h e  town's 
importance as a p o r t  grew because o f  the  canal ' s  presence. The d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  
c a n a l ' s  h i s t o r y  and i t s  economic r o l e  a r e  discussed i n  t h e  enclosed a r t i c l e  by 
M i t c h e l l  (Attachment 1 ) .  

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n :  

The p rope r t y  be ing  requested f o r  nominat ion t o  t h e  Reg is te r  i s  l a n d  once 
owned by the A lexandr ia  Canal Company, as de f i ned  by t h e  1877 Hopkins Insurance 
Map (F igure  2) .  W i t h i n  t h e  p rope r t y  a r e  t h e  l o c k  and h o l d i n g  b a s i n  p rope r  and 
p o t e n t i a l  canal r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t y  areas. The n o r t h  boundary o f  t h e  s i t e  i s  t h e  
canal Company's no r the rn  p rope r t y  1 ine. The southern boundary i s  a road and 
render ing p l a n t ,  whose c o n s t r u c t i o n  would have destoryed o r  b u r i e d  any m a t e r i a l s  
r e l a t e d  t o  canal a c t i v i t i e s .  The west boundary i s  the  r a i l  road t r a c k  and t r e s -  
se l  which tan over  the  west -en8 b f  t t i e ' h o l d i n g  basin:' '(The space below t h k  
t r e s s e l  has been f i l l ed , tov&r i r i g  t h e  bas in ) .  The area west o f  t h e  t r a c k s  i s  
covered. by . t he  Rameda' I n n t l o t e t  ;; whose con^st.ruct ion would h a v e  des t royed t h e  
west end o f  t h e  bas in  and the  nex t  lock .  The eas t  boundary i s  t h e  Potomac R iver .  

I '. 

I n t e r n a l  S t ruc tu re :  

The f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  based on t e s t  excavat ions o f  the  h o l d i n g  
bas in  and t i d a l  lock ,  h i s t o r i c a l  documents and i n f o n a n t  data. 

The bas in  and l o c k  w a l l s  a r e  made o f  c u t  g r a n i t e  stone and t h e  l o c k  
mechanism i t s e l f  was o f  wood. Test excavat ions uncovered p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  n o r t h  
and south walks o f  the  bas in  and lock .  The former cons i s t s  of a f a c i n g  o f  
l a r g e  c u t  g r a n i t e  b locks  approximate ly  65cm x 45un x 15cm t o  25cm x lOcm x 15cm, 
which a r e  d ry  l a i d  w i t h  s tone rubb le  o f  v a r y i n g  s i zes  behind i t .  The l a t t e r  i s  
made o f  very l a r g e  g r a n i t e  b locks  s e t  i n  mortar .  The b locks,  w h ~ c h  a r e  about  
160cm i n  l e n g t h  (no t  enough was uncovered t o  determine w id th ) ,  were smooth- 
dressed on the  locks  i n t e r i o r  and rough on the  e x t e r i o r  (see Photo I). 

Other s t r u c t u r e s  and features a r e  a l s o  present  on the  p rope r t y .  One 
s t r u c t u r e  i s  a "block hotlse" b u i l t  i n  the  1910s o r120s  . Only the  w a l l s  re- 
main. A l s o  present  a r e  t h e  remains ( rubb le)  o f  a s h e l l  i n g  m i l l  o f  the  same t ime 
pe r iod  and concre te  s labs from a f e r t i l i z e r  p l a n t  b u i l t  a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  
century. These features and s t r u c t u r e s  do n o t  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  canal and i t s  

, 
(See Con t inua t i on  Sheet #1) 
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J N V E N T I O N  

Char te r  approved 1833 B~~L~~R/AR, -H ITECT  Alexandria  Canal CO. 
SPEC'F1C DATEi?ork commenced 1834, dedica ted  1843 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Alexandria Canal t i d e  lock and holding b a s i n ,  t h e  o n l y  l o c a l l y  remaining 
p o r t i o n s  of t h e  Alexandria Canal, a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  p h y s i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  of 
an economic r e b i r t h  f o r  t h e  C i t y  of Alexandria dur ing  t h e  middle of t h e  19 th  
century.  In  f a c t ,  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  o f  t h e  cana l  was a major reason  f o r  t h i s  - 
i n c r e a s e  i n  economic a c t i v i t y .  

The Alexandria Canal was i n  opera t ion  from 1843-1886, e x c s p t  f o r  t h e  e r a  o f  t h e  
C i v i l  War. I t  ran from a te rmina l  i n  Georgetown, was c a r r i e d  a c r o s s  t h e  Potomac 
River on a aqueduct,  then ran  along t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  V i r g i n i a  shore ,  c r o s s e d  
Four Mile Run on another  aqueduct,  en t e red  Alexandria,  and  descended t o  t h e  
Potomac by means of t h r e e  l i f t  locks ,  lowering barges  to t h e  r i v e r  a t  low t i d e .  
The e n t i r e  cana l  system was about seven mi les  long. 

The f i r s t  a g i t a t i o n  f o r  a cana l  from Alexandria t o  Georgetown fol lowed 
au tho r i za t ion  by Congress i n  1805 f o r  cons t ruc t ion  of  a causeway a c r o s s  t h a t  
p a r t  of t h e  Potomac between Mason's I s l a n d  and t h e  V i r g i n i a  shore.  The causeway 
obs t ruc t ed  s a f e  passage f o r  boa ts  and thus  rendered n a v i g a t i o n  between-George- 
town and Alexandria hazardous and imprac t i ca l .  Also, t h e  C&Q Canal w a s  extended 
t o  Georgetown i n s t e a d  of s topping atRock Creek, a s  o r i g i n a l l y  planned. Thus, 
Alexandria was by-passed i n  every imaginable way, wi th  ocean-going s h i p s  s a i l i n g  
d i r e c t l y  t o  Georgetown. Alexandr ia ' s  economic e x i s t e n c e  was threa tened .  

The cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  cana l  and i t s  use  f o r  twenty y e a r s a l l e v i a t e d  t h i s  t h r e a t  
and improved t h e  commercial l i f e  of t h e  c i t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  wi th  t h e  c o a l  t h a t  
was brought down from Georges Creek, Maryland. The c o a l  was t o  f u e l  va r ious  
i n d u s t r i e s  of t h e  a r e a ,  and from the t i de lock  w a s  expor t ed  from Alexandria  to 
o the r  U . S .  c i t i e s .  

Thus, t h e  cana l  p layed  a major p a r t  i n  an important  p e r i o d  of  A lexandr i a ' s  
commercial development. Unfortunately,  t h e  t i d e  lock and ad jacen t  ho ld ing  
bas in  a r e  t h e  only  remains of t h i s  comrnercial/ industrial  s t r u c t u r e .  A l l  o t h e r  
s e c t i o n s  of t h e  cana l  a r e  e i t h e r  under modern b u i l d i n g s  o r  a r e  des t royed .  
Because t h e  t i d e  lock and bas in  a r e  t h e  only remaining s e c t i o n s , . t h e  C i t y  of 
Alexandria f e e l s  t h a t  i t  i s  important t o  recognize and p r e s e r v e  them f o r  p u b l i c  
enjoyment and educat ion a s  s i g n i f i c a n t  elements of t h e  l o c a l  h i s t o r y .  

(See Continuation Sheet #3) 
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a c t i v i t i e s ,  bu t  do represent  e a r l y  20th century-water f ront  i n d u s t r i e s  i n  Alex-  
andr ia  ahd should n o t  be considered i n t r u s i o n s  w i t h i n  the nominated p rope r t y .  
Rather, they a r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  cont inuous economic use o f  t h i s  w a t e r f r o n t  area.  

Archaeoloqical ~ e s t i n g :  

I n  the  f i r s t  stage o f  a rchaeo log ica l  t e s t i n g ,  a no r th / sou th  t r a n s e c t  
was l a i d  across the  supposed l o c a t i o n s  o f  the  canal basin. The h o l d i n g  bas in  was 
i d e n t i f i e d  as such by l o c a l  in formants.  Also, an oblong depression cou ld  be seen 
from the  sur face and a e r i a l  photos (see Photo 2 ) .  

A se r i es  o f  one-meter by onemete r  squares were p laced over  t h e  pos- 
t u l a t e d  l o c a l e  o f  the  wal I s  and excavated t o  about 35cm ( f i g u r e  3 ) .  One square 
was taken down 85cm. No wal I s  were found. The no r the rn  most square d i d  l o c a t e  p a r t  
o f  the foundat ion o f  t h e  f e r t i l i z e r  p l a n t ,  which burned i n  1970 (Photo 3 ) .  

I t  was apparent t h a t  the  w a l l s  were burned m u ~ h  deeper than expected. 
A back hoe was brought  i n  and dug o u t  p o r t i o n s  o f  the t ransec t ,  The w a l l s  of 
the h o l d i n g  bas in  were found about two meters below the  su r face  (Eigure 4 & 5 ) .  

Guided by informants, a back hoe t rench was p laced i n  the  supposed 
area o f  the  t i d a l  lock .  The backhoe uncovered the  n o r t h  w a l l  a t  about 65cm 
below the  sur face.  Hand excavat ions extended the  t rench t o  t h e  south, and t h e  
south w a l l  was a l s o  found. A d d i t i o n a l  squares were p laced west o f  the  exposed 
area o f  the n o r t h  w a l l  to,determine what p a r t  o f  the l ock  was exposed by o u r  
excavat ions. Tes t ing  revealed a r i g h t  angle j o g  i n  the n o r t h  w a l l .  We then 
hypothesized t h a t  the  exposed area was p a r t  o f  the lock-gate mechanism, b u t  n o t  
knowing i f  i t  was the west o r  eas t  gate area (F igure  6 ) .  

A l so  uncovered i n  the t rench ing  was a long cement beam running f rom 
the south w a l l  o f  the  l o c k  t o  the  no r th .  This f ea tu re  was p r o b a b l y  a l a t e r  
a d d i t i o n ,  p o s s i b l y  a base upon which some s t r u c t u r e  was b u i l t  over  t h e  l o c k  
when i t  was abandoned. (See Photo 4 ) .  

Data L i m i t a t i o n s :  

No a d d i t i o n a l  t e s t i n g  was done than t h a t d e s c r i b d a b o v e  f o r  fear  o f  
damaging the  i n t e g r i t y  o f  the s i t e .  There i s  s t i l l  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  remains 
o f  a c t i v i t y  areas r e l a t e d  t o  the  canal may be present  below t h e  sur face w i t h i n  
the nominated p rope r t y .  References t o  these a c t i v i t i e s  can be found i n  h i s t o r i c a l  
documents (e.g. mule tow paths)  and photos (See F igu re  7a and 7b) .  Therefore,  
the archaeo log ica l  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h i s  p rope r t y  cannot be f u l l y  assessed w i t h o u t  
a d d i t i o n a l ,  and thorough t e s t i n g .  

(see C o n t i n x i t i o n  Sheet  $2) 
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$hIpplementary Data, Virginia Research Center f o r  Archaeology 

The number four t i d e  lock of the Alexandria Canal is s i t ua t ed  i n  a  heavily 
urbanized area on the west bank of the  Potomac River. A t  t he  present time 
the s i t e  is under three to  f i v e  f e e t  of f i l l  covered by one t o  two f e e t  of standing 
water. A t  the time of i ts  construction i t  measured twelve f e e t  f i f t e e n  inches 
across a t  its widest point  and extended s ixteen f e e t  i n  depth. Archi tec tura l  
drawings of the t idelock d e t a i l  its construction. Lock wal ls  consis ted of cut  
stone, whereas the lock foundation consisted of sheet p i l i n g  and timber f loor ing ,  
reinforced with i ron  spikes. 

The number four t i de  lock of the  Alexandria Canal was an i n t e g r a l  un i t  of the  
seven mile canal l inking Alexandria to  Georgetown. A t  t h a t  point  t h e  154.5 mile  
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal terminated, providing inland water t ranspor ta t ion  a s  
f a r  northwest as  Cumberland, Maryland. 

The Alexandria Canal had four locks s i tua ted  within the c i t y  of Alexandria 
between Montgomery and F i r s t  S t r ee t s .  A terminal a t  Union S t r e e t  permitted 
the docking of ocean-going vessels .  A t  t he  present time the  number four  t i d e  lock 
i s  the only surviving s t ruc tu re  of the  Aelxandria Canal lock system. 
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In addition, this portion of the canal is one of only two known archaeological 
sites of the industrial period in Alexandria (the other is the Mt. Vernon 
Cotton Factory) and is one of the few sites which relates to AbXalldria's 
commercial development, particularly to a time of a rebirth in the City's 
prosperity. 

The tide lock and basin are the only restorable archaeological properties 
along Alexandria's historic waterfront. For this reason, the properties have 
received special attention in both Federal and Municipal planning studies 
on the Alexandria waterfront. These plans recommend that the canal lock 
and basin be recognized as significant archaeological properties and be 
preserved and restored as part of an overall historic waterfront 
development for public interpretation and enjoyment. 

(See Continuation Sheet #3a) 
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Proposed a t  the ins t iga t ion  of the loca l  c i t i zenry ,  t he  Alexandria Canal 
Provided a means of economic survival  f o r  the shipping industry of t he  town of 
Alexandria, Virginia. The number four t i d e  lock of the Alexandria Canal is the  only 
in t ac t  renmant representing tha t  h i s t o r i c  nineteenth-century s t ruc tu re .  

During the eighteenth century Alexandria was a major mid-Atlantic por t .  
Situated on the main channel of the Potomac River, numerous foreign and domestic 
seagoing vessles  u t i l i z e d  the maritime f a c i l i t i e s  of the City of Alexandria. 
In  turn, the  c i t y  depended heavily upon the commerce generated by shipping 
and trade. 

In  the years pr ior  to  the  American Revolution, northern Virginia became the  
pr incipal  wheat producing d i s t r i c t  i n  the s t a t e .  During the e a r l i e s t  years of the 
nineteenth century t h i s  area  manufactured seventy per cent of the  f l o u r  produced 
i n  the  e n t i r e  s t a t e .  Although tobacco production declined s t e a d i l y  during t h i s  
period, export records ind ica te  t ha t  much Maryland tobacco was dispatched from 
the port  of Alexandria. Other export commodities such as  a lcohol ic  beverages, 
hides, grains,  meat, f o re s t  products, gun powder and s a l t  comprised the t r ade  
enjoyed i n  Alexandria. 

On December 3, 1789, the  Virginia Assembly donated a portion of Fa i r fax  
County, to  be incorporated along with acreage given by the S t a t e  of Maryland, 
to  &om the geographical and p o l i t i c a l  en t i t y  which became known a s  the  D i s t r i c t  
of Columbia. Later, on March 3, 1791, an Act of Congress amended the  e a r l i e r  
ac t  and included the c i t y  of Alexandria within the ceded t e r r i t o r y .  The new 
federal  c i t y ,  Washington, was created. 

Washington, from i t s  inception,  presented Alexandria with a s t rong  r i v a l r y  
fo r  population, investment cap i ta l ,  and trade. Because Washington was supported 
by government i n t e r e s t s ,  Alexandria soon suffered the negative e f f e c t s  of t h i s  
competition. 

When Congress was considering an a c t  which would close the western and main 
channel of the Potomac River by the construction of a causeway, thereby cu t t i ng  
off the  l a rges t  portion of Alexandria's descending t rade,  the c i t y ' s  c i t i z e n s  
protested vehemently. Their remonstration went unheeded and the Act was passed. 

Consequently, a s  soon a s  the channel was dammed up and the causeway constructed 
Alexandria's trade dropped sharply. The c i t y  appealed t o  Congress f o r  the 
authority to  cut  a canal around the cacseway and an Act was passed f o r  tha t  purpose. 
However, due t o  the  cost l iness  of the War of 1812, which began immediately there- 
a f t e r ,  construction was not begun. Following the war, f i n i n c i a l  support was 
again avai lable ,  the sponsoring l eg i s l a t i on  had expired. A t  tha t  time the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal was proposed. Alexandria pledged $350,000 t o  the 

( see  Continuation Sheet  #4) 



Form No 19-3uoa 
iHeu 10~141 I- 

C N I l ~ E D  STATES DEPAKThlENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L P A R K  SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HiSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATXON FORM 

ALEXANDRIA CANAL TIDE LOCK, Alexandria, Virginia 

CONTINUATION SHEET 4 ITEM N U M B E R  8 PAGE 3 

project  with the condition tha t  the  Chesapeake and Ohio Canal should connect 
with Alexandria by means of a l a t e r a l  canal. 

A s  soon a s  construction was begun, the corporation of Washington, which 
held the control l ing in t e r e s t  i n  the C and 0 Canal Company, i n s i s t ed  t h a t  
the canal be extended to  t ha t  c i t y  immediately. Consequently, boats were 
carried throughout the  length of Georgetown, while Alexandria received 
no benef i t  from the canal. 

I n  react ion t o  t h i s  move Alexandria's c i t i zens  ra ised addi t iona l  funds 
toward the construction of the  Alexandria Canal. An i s sue  of the  Alexandria 
Gazette and Virginia Advertizer recounts t he  f e s t i v i t i e s  which marked t h e  
commencement of construction. 

On July 4 ,  1831 a t  9 A.M. a  parade assembled a t  the  Town Hal l  and proceeded 
to  the  s i t e  of construction. A t  the head of t he  parade was a Band of Music, 
followed i n  order by Volunteer Companies, the President and Directors  of 
the Alexandria Canal and Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Companies, the  Mayor and 
Common Council of Alexandria and the i r  counterparts from Washington and 
Georgetown, Off icers  and Soldiers of the  Revolution, Civ i l  Off icers ,  Off icers  
of the  Army and Navy, Strangers (undescribed a s  to  importance), Off icers  of the 
Mi l i t i a  not on duty, school teachers and the i r  pupils,  Masonic Soc ie t ies ,  
and other undesignated soc ie t ies .  A l l  in teres ted c i t i zens  were inv i ted  t o  
join  i n  the  procession. 

General Alexander Hunter was appointed Chief Marshal of t he  Parade. He 
was to  be a t t i r e d  i n  white vest  and pantaloons, with a p l a in  blue coat  and 
chapeau, and to  wear a red sca r f .  H i s  Assistant Marshals were t o  be s imi la r ly  
dressed but t o  wear blue scarves. A l l  Marshals were to  wear swords. I n  s p i t e  
of t h i s  auspicious beginning, the work proceeded slowly, l a rge ly  because o t  
escal la t ing construction cos t s .  

On December 22, 1836 the Common Council of Alexandria presented t o  Congress 
a memorial requesting f inanc ia l  ass is tance for  the  construction of t he  
l a t e r a l  canal to  Alexandria. I n  t he i r  pe t i t i on  the Council indicated t h a t  they 
had already expended considerable funds toward building an Alexandria canal,  
whereas the i r  investment i n  the  Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company e n t i t l e d  them 
t o  benef i t  from the C and 0 Canal's construction. Congress reacted sympathetically 
and f inanc ia l  support was made available.  

(See Continuation Sheet  #5) 
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Final ly  on Monday, December 4, 1843 the f i r s t  canal boa t  t raversed t h e  
Alexandria Canal. Again t h i s  milestone was marked with ce lebra t ion .  The 
President,  Directors and Engineers of the Canal Company, t h e  Mayor, and 
cer ta in  other c i t i zens  embarked from the PotomacBqusduct i n  the canal boat 
Pioneer and a f t e r  an hour 's  journey, reached the corner of Washington and 
Montgomery S t r ee t s  i n  Alexandria where they were met by a cheering crowd. 
An honorary sa lu t e  was f i r e d ,  the  American f l ag  was hois ted i n  t h e  Public 
Square, and a l l  vesse l s  i n  port were decorated with f l ags .  Later t ha t  day, 
the f i r s t  canal boat with t rade goods arrived from upriver.  Thus, the  
Alexandria Canal connected inland t rade w i t h  seagoing ves se l s  and comprised 
a s ign i f ican t  l i n k  i n  t he  eastern shipping chain. 

The Alexandria Gazette and Virginia Advertizer a few months l a t e r  s t a t e s  
tha t  "thus f a r  t he  t rade has given sa t i s f ac t ion  to  a l l  who have come to  t h i s  
market." (I) 

Although s ince 1838 the Baltimore and Ohio Railway became increasingly 
competitive i n  t he  t ransporta t ion of inland produce, terminating a t  Baltimore 
ra ther  than Alexandria, r e l a t i ve ly  high eastern railway r a t e s  favored the  
success of the C and 0 Canal and therefore Alexandria and Georgetown. 
Alexandria's t rade flourished during the 1840s reaching a zeni th  i n  1846. 
When i n  October 1850 the C and 0 Canal was completely extended t o  Cumberland, 
Maryland, a considerable coal t rade resul ted,  which o f f s e t  the  l o s s  i n  
agr icu l tura l  products diverted by the B and 0 Railway from Alexandria to  
Baltimore. 

During the  war years the Alexandria Canal was drained and the  t idelock 
f i l l e d  in .  Subsequent t o  the  Civ i l  War, the Alexandria Canal Company 
attempted to  resume business. However, d i f f i c u l t i e s  a rose  because a l l  but 
one member of the Board of Directors refused to  take the oa th  of a l legiance.  
A new Board was appointed and by 1866 the Canal, including the  t i d e  lock, 
was restored t o  use. 

The Alexandria Canal t i d e  lock continued t o  function u n t i l  1887, a t  
which time the property was auctioned. Subsequent shor t  term uses were made 
of the  s i t e ,  including the construction of icehouses and s torage  f a c i l i t i e s .  
Current ownership of the t i d e  lock property is under d i spute  between the 
federa l  government and the firm of Herbert Bryant Associates. 

(1) Alexandria Gazette &Virginia  Advertizer, Apri l  8 ,  1844 

(See C o n t i n u t i o n  Sheet ,i6) 
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The Alexandria Canal tide lock is archaeologically significant because 
it provides the opportunity to study a nineteenth-century tide lock con- 
struction and to correlate archaeological findings with documentary evidence. 
Excavation of the tide lock site potentially would provide insight into 
nineteenth-century commerce and maritime architecture. 

The number four tide lock of the Alexandria Canal is the last surviving 
remnant of the Alexandria Canal system and therefore should be preserved. 
At the present time urbanization poses a direct threat to the 
structure, which is an integral part of the rich economic and cultural 
heritage of historic Alexandria. 

Martha W. McCartney 
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