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The genera l  layout  of the h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  of  Alexandria c o n s i s t s  of  
uniform rec t angu la r  blocks i n  a g r i d  p a t t e r n .  The s t r e e t s  a r e  l i ned  
wi th  townhouses, the  more important of  which a r e  gene ra l ly  f ree-s tanding  
while  the  major i ty  a r e  e i t h e r  semi-detached o r  non-detached. Most of  
the s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  b r i c k  o r  frame. The a r c h i t e c t u r e  found i n  the  d i s t r i c  
includes the  fu l l - r ange  of  t h e  l a t e -e igh teen th  and n ine teenth  century  
s t y l e s ,  but  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i s  more noted fo r  i t s  out&nd&qg_buildings of 
the FederaLper iod .  -.. 
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D E S C R l e E  THE P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  (!I known) P H V S l C I L  & P P E A R A N C E  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

Alexandria was a t h r i v i n g  p o r t  u n t i l  1861, dea l ing  p r imar i ly  i n  t h e  expor t  
of tobacco and g ra in .  Tobacco was t h e  currency wi th  which John Alexander 
i n  1669 purchased t h e  s i te  of t h e  f u t u r e  town. It was a l s o  tobacco t h a t  
brought Scotch merchants t o  t h e  s i t e  i n  1732, where they soon e rec t ed  
r i v e r f r o n t  warehouses. The r ap id  growth of t h e  a r e a  spurred  V i r g i n i a ' s  
General Assembly t o  au thor i ze  t h e  l a y i n g  out  of  a town i n  1748. Its 
o r i g i n a l  t r u s t e e s  named t h e  town "Alexandria" i n  honor of John Alexander. 
The survey of t h e  town w a s  made by t h e  F a i r f a x  County Surveyor and h i s  
17-year old a s s i s t a n t ,  George Washington. The formal inco rpora t ion  of 
t h e  town, p l u s  i ts  des igna t ion  as a P o r t  of Ent ry ,  occurred i n  1779. 
Soon, g r a i n  from western  count ies  became a more va luab le  expor t  than  
tobacco. Only t h e  C i v i l  War ended i t s  use fu lness  a s  a po r t .  

Surviving s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  r e f l e c t  Alexandr ia ' s  e a r l y  l i f e  number about 
200 and l ie  l a r g e l y  w i t h i n  an a r e a  of about  25 squares  of t h e  modern 
c i t y ,  bounded roughly by t h e  Potomac River ,  F rank l in  S t r e e t ,  North 
Washington S t r e e t  and Queen S t r e e t .  These s t r u c t u r e s  inc lude  both  
warehouses and handsome dwell ings.  Of t h e  l a t t e r ,  t h e  Ramsay House 
is t h e  c i t y ' s  o l d e s t .  Gadsby's Tavern ( a c t u a l l y  two bu i ld ings  d a t i n g ,  
r e spec t ive ly ,  from 1752 and 1792) was a famed cen te r  of h o s p i t a l i t y ,  
food and p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y .  Chequire House and Gi lp in  House exemplify 
r i c h  18th-century dwel l ings  a t o p  t h e  owner's mercan t i l e  es tab l i shments .  
Along a cobblestone and tree shaded b lock  of  P r i n c e  S t r e e t  are t h e  co lor -  
f u l  homes of e a r l y  s h i p  masters. Of  the f i v e  s u r v i v i n g  e a r l y  warehouses, 
those  of John F i t z g e r a l d  a r e  s t i l l  i n  use. T i t l e  t o  Alexandria 's  h i s t o r i c  
bu i ld ings  rests i n  va r ious  p r i v a t e  owners and p u b l i c  bodies .  

b. BOUNDARIES: P lease  see a t t ached  Ordinance No. 1338 



Although Alexandria is  £ampus_ p r i e r i l y  f o r  i t s  F e d e r a l . a ~ c h i t e c t u r e ,  i t  
should be noted t h a t  the  c i t y  conta ins  a  number of  f i n e  Vic tpr ian  
s t r u c t u r e s  a s  we l l .  There a r e  a l s o  many n ine teen th  century  townhouses 
which a r e  n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  i nd iv idua l  examples of a r c h i t e c t u r e  but  a r e  
important i n  t h a t  they se rve  t o  maintain t h e  s c a l e  of  t h e  c i t y  and 
v i s u a l l y  l i n k  the  more important bui ld ings .  
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While the  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  of  Alexandria does con ta in  many indiv idual  
bui ld ings  of  n a t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  the d i s t r i c t  a s  a  whole is extremely 
important a s  i t  i s  one of the  very  few urban a r e a s  i n  the  s t a t e  where 
enough of  t h e  o l d  bui ld ings  have survived so t h a t  one can grasp a  sense of 
a n  e a r l y  town environment. 
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Art Landscape Sculpture 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S ~ C N ~ F I C I N C E  (Include Perama(ls., Date., E a n t a ,  Ets.) 

Alexandria was formally au thor ized  a s  a  town by a n  a c t  of the  Virg in ia  
Assembly i n  1748. The town was l a i d  o f f  i n t o  uniform rec t angu la r  blocks 
with George Washington a c t i n g  a s  one of  the  o r i g i n a l  surveyors .  From 
the  mid-eighteenth century  u n t i l  the  C i v i l  War, the  town grew considerablq 
a s  i t  served a s  the  p r i n c i p a l  s eapor t  and commercial c e n t e r  of nor thern  
Virg in ia .  

The "Old and His to r i c  D i s t r i c t  of Alexandria" a s  def ined  i n  Ordinance 
1338 of  the  C i ty  Council of  Alexandria,  is  an a r e a  embracing nea r ly  100 
blocks i n  t h e  h e a r t  of  the  o r i g i n a l  town. Within t h i s  d i s t r i c t  is  t o  be 
found probably t h e  l a r g e s t  concent ra t ion  of  l a t e -e igh teen th  and e a r l y -  
n-ineteenth century  urban a r c h i t e c t u r e  in the  s t a t e .  While a  l a rge  number 
of the  bu i ld ings  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  examples of  Colonial  and Federal  
a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  many have important h i s t o r i . c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  ~. . . . a s  wel l .  Some 
of the  more notable  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  important bui ld ings  
i n  t h e  a r e a  include:  The Ramsey House, the  c i t y ' s  e a r l i e s t  s t r u c t u r e ;  
Chr i s t  Church (erected?/ /3) ,  a  w e l l  <reserved Colonial  church where the 
Washingtons and Lees o f t e n  worshipped; the  Carl  l e  House ( b u i l t  1752),  a  
notable  mid-Georgian mansion where Genera + Bra ock was e n t e r t a i n e d ;  the 
Llo d House (erec ted  1798), a  f i n e  Federal  s t r u c t u r e ;  Gadsby's Tavern dr- C i t y  Tavern (1798), two a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  notable  bui ld ings  which 
were the  scene of much e a r l y  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y ;  the Robert E. Lee House 
(17951, a  l a r g e  Federal  house where Lee spent  much of  h i s  boyhood; the 
L o r d ,  Fa i r f ax  House (1816), one of t h e  n a t i o n ' s  outstandYng Federal  
mansions; and the  Alexandria Lyceum (1834), the  c i t y ' s  f i n e s t  Greek 
Revival bui ld ing .  
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