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1. Name 
historic Alexandria City Hall and Market House 

and/or common Alexandria City Hall 

stmt a n u m k  301 Kfng sfreet1 (formerly 125 North Royal St. ) - not for publication 

city, town Alexandria - vicinity of - 
. - .  -. . .. 

state Virginia code county I code - 
-- 

Category Ownership Status Present Use - district X public occupied - agriculture - museum 
building(s) - private - unoccupied - commercial - park - structure - beth _X- work in progress educational - private residence 

- site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious ' 

- object - in process - yes: restricted --government - scientific 
- being considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

- no . - military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name City o f  Alexandria 

street & number 301 King Street 

citv. town A~~xmdrAa - vicinity of state Virginia 

5. Location of Legal Description 

National Register of Historic Places - - - - .  ~-.. 
Invent ory-Nomination Form 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. City of Alexandria tax map # 075-01-01, Office of  Real Estate 
Assessments 

city, town Alexandria state V i r w i n i a  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title Alexandria National H i s t o r i c  D is t r i d tas  this property been determined eligible? u yes - no 

date 1968 -x- federal _x_ state - county - local 
- ., 

depository for survey records Vij%hia H i ~ t o r i c  h.ndmarks ~0Rd.ssion 

city, town . R- state Virgfnia 



r - - - - -  

Condltlon Chock o n ~  Chock one 
-excellent - deteriorated - uneltered 2 orlglnal site 
-2- good - ruins -X_ altered -moved date December 71. 1981 - fair - unoxpoaed 

Doacrfk tho pnaont and orlginal (If known) phyalcal appaaranco 

The building's s t ructura l  system consists of masonry bearing walls and cast-iron 
columns which support the  wood ceil ing and floor joists.  There also a r e  in ter ior  wood 
stud and brick part i t ion w a l l s .  The exterior elevations are  organized along the  principles 
of the Second Empire s ty le ,  which is characterized by the  use of very three-dimensional 
massing, mansard roofs, superimposed orders, and often flamboyant Baroque detailing. The 
building is essentially a two-story s*ructure, which is dominated by four three-story 
corner pavilions a n d a  central  four-story pavilion on the north facade. The f i ve  pavilions 
each have two-story second-floor levels. The different  facades a re  unified by the  
repeti t ive use of similar bay sizes,  window types, and decorative elements. A t  the  first 
f loor ceiling level, there is a continuous brick bel t  course, made up of a header course, 
two stretcher courses, and two saw-tooth courses. The bel t  course divides each facade 
into two sections horizontally. 
East Facade (North Falrfax Street )  

The east w i r y  is approximately 148 f ee t  long and 40 f ee t  deep. Its facade consists 
of a central  two-story section, terminated on ei ther  end by a three-story pavilion. The 
pavilions are  three bays wlde and have three-story corner piers, which a re  capped by small 
pedimented cornices. The central  two-story section is divided into nine bays by a ser ies  
of brick pi lasters  which run t o  the f u l l  height of the  buildings. These pi lasters  were 
given "capitals," chimneys with elaborate cast-iron crowns. On the  east  facade, two of the  
brick pi lasters  a re  enlarged t o  a f u l l  bay s ize ,  and they serve as entries on the first 
f loor level--the door at the  southern end of the  facade being the entry t o  t he  old police 
station, and the  door at the  northern end of the  facade being a public stairway leading t c  
the former Court House. On ei ther s ide  were doorways into the f i rs t - f loor  market area. 
The three central bays of the two-story section are  wider than the  other bays. It is 
possible tha t  these openings a lso  allowed access into the W k e t .  
west Facade (North Royal s t r ee t )  

The west  win^ is aomoximately 148 fee t  lorn and 9 f ee t  deep. Its facade is similar 
i n  organization t o  the  &st facade; in tha t  it c6nsists of a cent& two-story section 
terminated by two three-story pavilions. On the west facade, the pavilions a re  divided 
into three bays by four three-story brick piers. The corner piers a re  capped by small 
pediements and the  two central  piers are  capped by a single, larger pediement, which 
originally uas topped by two chimneys. In the  center of the west facade is a olock tower, 
flanked by two-story sections, which~are divided into s i x  bays each by two-story brick 
pilasters. A s  on the east facade, some of the  pi lasters  originally contained stove f lues 
and were topped by brick chinmeys, which have since been removed. 

The central  clock tower 1s a copy of the  original  1817 market steeple, which was 
attributed t o  Benjamin LBtrobe and was Georgian in style. The tower is a three-tiered 
structure above a square brick base, which projects forward from the face of the west win%. 
Centered in the base of the  olock tower is the major entry door fo r  the  west facade. This 
entry contained a stairuay which led t o  City offices on the  second floor. Also Georgian 
in s tyle ,  it is the  only first floor door which is not a segmental-asched opening. It is 
topped by a projecting wood pediment, which is supported by two cast-iron colunms with 
Corinthian capitals. The base of the  three-tiered steeple is of rusticated brick, and 
contains a brick panel with the  statement" "Destroyed by f i r e  MBy 19, 1871 - Rebuilt 1872." 
Atop the  clock is a smaller oct&onal t i e r  with eight narrow windows, topped by a spi re  and 
a gilded weather vane. Each t i e r  is enclosed by a wooden balustrade. 
North Facade (~ameron s t r ee t )  

The north w i n g  is approximately 238 feet  long and 40 fee t  deep. It is two s to r ies  in 
height with two three-story corner pavilions and a central pavllion of four stories. The 
corner pavilions are  similar in organization and appearance t o  those o f t h e  east facade. 
The two-story sections a re  divided in to  six bay8 by k i c k  pilesters ,  all of whic or&inally 
wee  capped by brick chime-, The c a t e r  wvil" is -rned w a GOUPW of hne 
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msnsard roofs, whioh sets up a ver t ical  organization fo r  the facade. Thus, the four 
bays of the central pavilion are  divided into three vert ical  sections, with two bays 
being grouped together in the  center by sets of double piers. The first two floors 
of the central pavllion l ine  up with those of the end pavilions. Above, the th l rd  
floor is linhted bv an arcade of semi-circular windows. - - 
Roois 

A s  is charac th i s t i c  of the  Second Empire s tyle ,  there are  several dlf'ferent 
types of roofs on the  City Hall building. The two-story sections of the  building have 
gabled roofs, whereas the four corner pavilions have hip roofs, two of which are  gabled 
h i p .  The central pavilion is crowned by a grouping of three mansard roofs. The 
grouping consists of a large elevated mansard roof with concave slopes and an elaborate 
Baroque dormer, and two s t ra igh ta ided  mansards with aenkecircubs arched dormers. A l l  
roofs on the City Hall building are sheathed in s l a t e  with galvanized Iron cornices. 
The central paviaion on the  north facade whioh housed the  Masonic Lodge, however, 
originally uas sheathed in s l a t e  and had wood cornices which were capped with tin. A 
masonic emblem, made from decorative t i l e s ,  w s s  located on the  reaz of the central 
msnsard roof. fn the  1960s however, the msnsssd roofs were resheathed, the emblem 
removed, and the t i n  cornices, roof ridging and dormer roofs replaced with copper. 
The spire t o  the clock tower, however, remains sheathed in its origlnal diamond pattern 
s l a t e  and is topped by a gold leaf finial and weather vane. 
Doors and windows 

The door and 
and semi-circular 

wMow openings are of two general types8 set-back segmental arched 
arched openings. A l l  door and window openings on the  f i r s t  f loor level  

are segemental-arched openings thare are  of uniform height. A l l  second-story window 
openings are semi-cbcular arched openings, which vary in height and scale from single- 
story floors t o  two-e.tory floors. 

The smaller second-floor windows are  divided into three sections vertically. They 
have an upper flxed section with s l x  rectangular l ights  and f ive  arched lights, and a 
lower moveable section with s i x  lights. The large second f loor  windows are  two s tor ies  
hfgh, and are  divided into  four sections vertically. They a re  divided horizontally 
by a wood transom bar into an upper flxed section of twelve rectangular l ights  and sev n 
arched l ights,  and a lower double hung section of eight-over-elght lights. The Masoma 
emblem is carved into the keystones of the  two center-bsy, second-story arohes of the 
central gavillon on the  north facade. 

Set into the f i rs t - f loor  segmental arched recesses were round-headed, double-hung 
windows with nine-ovar-alx lights. The major entries were double doors, which vary in 
appearance across the three facades. There aUo ware secondary entries t ha t  were single 
doors. The windows on the first f loor  at the northeast pavilion and several windows 
along Cameron Street ,  are  radically different. InLthe first part <of the  20th century, 
the  court records were moved from the second t o  the first floor. Steel  windows were 
installed t o  make th i s  room firewoof. On the north facade there were two entry doors 
t o  the Masonic Lodge which appear on the two sides of the central pavilion. Public 
entry was provided t o  the  second floor of the City offices and courts through doors on 
ei ther side of the central pavilion. A l l  the orlglnal door and window units wsre 
probsbly similar t o  those of the  west facade. 
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Inter ior  
The interior  of the City Hall is a t  present under renovation and l i t t l e  of the 

origlnal fabric remains& the  majority of the spaces had been stripped of a l l  orlginal 
f inish during previous renovations ear l i e r  ln the  20th century. In most oases, a l l  that 
r e m a w  are  the masonry bearing walls, cast Iron columns, Interior  fmmhg, and brick 
psrt i t ion walls. There sre ,  however, some remnants of plaster,palnt, and wallpaper. 
On the second floor of the southeast pavlllon there are  some fragments of painfed plaster 
and on the  scond f l o o r j f  the old MBsonic Lodge traces of the  uallpaper were found ln a 
niche between two windos on the  north w a l l .  I n  the  second f loor  chamber of the northeast 
pavilion, there are  remains of the wooden framework fo r  a cove ceiling. The remaining 
wooden framework for the CO$& Room cellng Indicates that  there was a large central 
raised portion from which waa suspended a "gas reflector" chandelier. In the  northegst 
pavilion, the  flrepooflng for the orlglnal oourt records room remained un t i l  recently 
removed during the current renovation. 
gj& 

The complex orlglnally waa oriented north towards Cameron Street ,  and was bounded 
on the  e&t by North FaMax  Street  and on'the west by North Royal Street. The original 
plan was U-shaped, with its center section along Cameron Street. The central court yard 
faced south toward Sharp Shin Alley ( la te r  Market Alley) and was used as a public 
market space f i l l e d  with sheds rented t o  vendors. D u r i n g  1960-61 an addition was built  
on City Hall, f i l l i n g  in  the  old courtyard. The building was reoriented towards the 
south with the  new entrance facing Eing Street  and Market Spuase, an open, landecaped 
plaza with central fountain, completed in 1967 as part  of the  Gadsby Comercial Urban 
Renewal Project. 
Renovat l o  

~urr:ntly, the  City is renovating the 1871 building, Designs Eor the renovation 
are being prepared by Neer and Graef, Architects Croup Practice, Associated Architects, 
Virginia. These plans w i l l  complete a logical and repeti t ive loop circulation pattern 
linkinn the  1871 building and the 1961 addition with new elevators, s t a l r s  and corridors. 
I n  1981 the City of Alexandria opened a new Court House on King Street. A t  that  time, 
the Court Rooms, Judicial Chambers, Prisoner Holding Cells, Clerk's Office, Jury Rooms, 
Witness Room and ancillary f a c i l i t i e s  were moved out of City Hall t o  the new bullding. 
The second floor, two-story space along Cameron and Fairfax Streets  fromthe northwest 
pavilion around t o  the southeast pavilion, previously occupied by the  Court f ac i l i t i e s ,  
w i l l  be in-filled with another floor t o  provide additional office space fo r  the City 
government. Throughout the  building, renovated office space w i l l  be l e f t  open, free of 
partitions, t o  maximize f lexibi l i ty .  On the  f lrst floor, t h i s  necessitated removing 
most of the original cast  iron columns except ten columns ln the central pavilion. 
Theae remaining columns w i l l  highlight a renovated entrance on Cameron Street which w i l l  
become ,pxt of an axis through the  building t o  the entrance in the 1961 addition facing 
Market Square and King Street. Also on the first floor, the walls enclosing the original 
staircases immediately adjacent t o  the central pavilion have been removed. On the second 
floor, the original walls separating the Court Room fromthe Judge's Chambers and Records 
Room have been removed. Modifications t o  the exterior w i l l  be mlnlmal exeept a recessed 
entrance through the two oenter bays of the central pavilion on Cameron Street. 



8. Significance 

Period - pnhldorlc 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 100-1699 
- 1700-1799 
-ZL 1800-1 899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Slgniflcanc.--Ch.ck and justify below 
- archeology-prehlrtorlc - communlty planning - landscape architecture- rellglon 
- archeology-hlrtorle - conservation - law - science 
- agriculture - economics -1lteratun - rculpture 
X archltecturr -education - mllltary - roclaU 
- art - snglneerlng - muaic humanltrrlan 
- 1 ~  commerce - exploratlon/rettlement - phllorophy -theater 
-. communlcatlona - Indurtry -X polltlcs/government - tranrportatlon 

-1nventlon - other (rpoclfy) 

-- 

Statement of Slgnltlcance (In one paragrapt. 

From the  ea r l i es t  in Alexandria's history t o  the present, the W k e t  Square 
has been the established center of the city. In 1749, two half-acre l o t s  were s e t  aside 
fo r  a Town Hall-Court House and Market. The building with now stands on l o t s  42 and 43 
w a s  designed i n  1871 by Adolph C l u s s ,  t he  major architect  in Washington, DC during the  
Victorian period. This structure replaced an ea r l i e r  building on the  s i t e  destroyed 
by f i r e  on May 19, 1871. B Adolph Cluss's %&x&xxmx Second Empire design colsely 
followed the  configuration of the  earlier structures. The 1871 building was U-shape&, 
with town foffices in the  upper f loors  of the west winR and northwest corner. In the  
center of the northern facade wae the  Alexandria-WashWn Masonic Lodge and its 
museum which contained memorabilia associated with George Washington's part in 
Alexandria's history. In the  northeast section were the courtroom and court record 
rooms. On the east  s ide  along North Fairfax Street  were the  police and f f r e  stations. 
The market stalls were located on the  ground floor ln the  w e s t  and nort aa well as the  
c e n t ~ a l  courtyard. Throughout the  18th, 1%h, and early 26th centuries, the  Alexandria 
market mrs a v i t a l  comenbial center. A s  the  c i t y  grew, its government expanded, 
gradually taking over the  market space fo r  offices in mid-26th century.and the  building 
now functions exclusively as a City Hall. 

Historical Beoknround 

The eazliest Town Hall-Court House from 1752 mrs paid f o r  by lo t tery  and ma designed 
by gentleman builddrs, membtlrs of the  local  oligarchy, who t were l a t e r  participants in the 
American Revolution ( ~ o h n  Carlyle, Richard Conway, W i l l i a m  ~amaay) . George Washington, 
Alexandria's greatest ci t izen and benefactor, served as a justice ln Falrfax Court, which 
m e t  in the early Court House; and w a s  a town t rus tee  before the  Revolutionary W a r .  
A three-story brick Town H a l l  +as constructed along Royal Street  in 1817. Part of t h i s  
structure, the  town clock tower, w a s  designed by Benjamin Latrobe. When the  building 
burned t o  the ground in 1871, the  townspeople raised the  money t o  pay for  an exact replica 
of the  Latrobe %owes. The Alexandria-Washington Masonic Lodge had its headquastera in the  
1817 building and it was in the i r  reception rooms in 1824 that  the Marquis de Lafayette was 
given a fest ive welcome t o  the  c i t y  of h i s  great friend, George Washington. 

Only days after the  May 19, 1871 f i r e  which destroyed the 1817 building, the  Alexandria 
Gazette (May 26, 1871) announced tha t  Adolph C l u s s  had presented a plan hxkk-x 
for the new City Hall xh t o  the  Comnon Council which accepted it on June 28, 1871. Construc- 
tion uas paid fo r  by the  s a l e  of 2,000 shares l n  the  Orange and Alexandria Railroad, held by 
the City's Sinking Fund, t o  the  Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. The $40,000 fromm t h i s  sa le  
and $10,000 insurance from the  destroyed building financed the  new City Hall (blexandria 
Gazette, June 3, 1873). The Commissioners of the  Sinking Fund were t o  receive renta l  of 
narket s t a l l s  and offices which they would invest in City bonds t o  a l levia te  the City's loss 
on the railroad stock. A-local builder, WLuard H. Delahay, presented a bid Eor $45,000, 
which was received and accepted on October 5, 1871 (~ lexandr ia  Gazette). The Alexandria- 
Washington Lodge approved Cluss' design on A p r i l  2, 1872, and made a contract with E. H. 
Delahay for  the  construction of the  Masonic portion of the  building, A p r i l  29, 1872. A local 
architect,  Benjamin F. Price, provided a plan fo r  replicating the  Latrobe steeple a t  a cost 
estimate of $8,000. This structure w a s  paid fo r  by private donations from Alexandria's 
citizens, most especially John B. Daingerfield. 'W. Dedication, o r  "topping off" ceremonies) 
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took place as each section o f t h e  building w a s  finished, The most complete contemporary 
descriptions of the City H a l l  and Market House appeared in the  Alexandria Gaeette on 
November 6, 1871, December 28, 1872, and August 8, 1873. 

No plans are  known t o  survive fo r  the orgininal 1871 City Hall. The Alexandria- 
Washington Masonic Lodge owns a drawing by Adolph Cluss fo r  the Royal and Cameron 
Streets  facades. This may have been the  original sketch fo r  the building which Cluss 
Pesented t o  Cornon Council. The depided clock tower on the  Royal Street  facade is 
Second Empire in s ty l e  and is not kkn B. B. Price's design fo r  the reconstructed Latrobe 
tower, approved by the  City on June 12, 1872. Also in the Masonic Archives is the 
original contract with E. H. Delahay and specifications fo r  the construction of the 
Lodge room, Since t h i s  1s the only technical description tha t  exists ,  it contributes 
t o  an understanding of how the ent i re  structure was built. The 1877 Hopkins City Atlas 
of Alexandria and the  Sanborn Insurance Map of 1885 provide the ear l i es t  visual clue 
t o  the conffgurstion of the  1871 City Hall. The ea r l i s t  known surviving photogza* of 
the 1871 building is dated ca. 1890. 

Adolph Cluss w a s  born in ~ellbronn- hemb burg, Germany on July 14, 1825. H i s  
H i s  father and grandfather were arohitwts.  Cluss studied c i v i l  engineering and 
architecture. He was a friend of Karl Marx in the  l a t e  18408 and worked ff with the 
Conurnmist I4rrty in Maints. Cluss came t o  Washington, DC in 1848, and f r o m  1855 t o  
1859, he worked inlhe office of the Supervising Architect in the Treasury Department 
under AhMi B. Young. C l u s s  established a pcutnership with Joseph Wildrich von 
Kammerhueber in 1862. Their designs f o r  school buildings won awards in several major 
international expositions. Cluss and Kammerhueber designed and buil t  the  Mascnic 
Temple in Washingta~ in 1867-1869, mb the  U.S. Department of Agriculture in 1869, and 
in 1870 the  Center Market which mrs located where the National Archlves now stands, 
Cluss' part in designing these three buildings was of importme in 1871, when he was 
chosen t o  des* Alexandria's City Hall. Cluss was elected a Fellow of the American 
Ins t i tu te  of Architects in 1867 and later w a s  president in 1888. In 1890 he served c l  
the Board of Directors. In the early 18708, Cluss was ~ppointed Inspector of Buildiilgs 
and 9 served as Chief Engineer on the  Board of Public Works fo r  the  Dis t r ic t  of Colu~'.~ia. 
A f t e r  Kammerhueber's death in 1870, Cluss worked f*t with ECrederick Daniel, and af.-r 
1877 with Paul Schulse. Cluss and Schulze des ed and bui l t  the U.S. National Museum 
(now the Smlthsonian A r t s  and Industries Museum ? in 1877-1881. After devastating fi'as, 
they were responsibl& fo r  reconstructing the U.S. Patent Office and the east end of C'le 
Smithsonian. This-fhm, in the 18808 deslgned the Portland Apartments, the first large 
apartment building in Washington, Catholic University, and the Army Medical Museum and 
Library. From 1890-1895, Cluss served a s  Inspector of Buildings of the United States. 
He died on July 24, 1905. 

Throughout h i s  career, Cluss emphasized the liaportance of building regulations 
f o r  safety and strength in constrmction. C l u s s  used the most advanced machine-made 
products available. H i s  design eflect  h i s  emphasis on efficiency, function, and 
safety. He used brick with conc t ete  footingg,cast iron Columns, rolled iron beams 
and trusses. The exteriors were of pressed brick with cas tdron t r i m .  The roofs m e  
metal or slate. Wood and other combustible construction materials m e  avoided 
h ever possible. C luss  used these simple m t e r i a l l s  ornamentally, chiefly deslgnlng W k  
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in the Second Empire Atyle. These construction materials and techniques were used 
in Alexandria's City H a l l .  Causs' biographer, Tanya Beauchamp, observesr 

C l u s s  made h i s  reputation as an architect of great technical skill, able t o  
design creatively in terms of function and the most up-to-date technology. A 
thorough professional, h i s  values were entirely architectural.... This concern 
fo r  modernity, f o r  workranship, and for  honesty of form and function leads anay 
from the  Romantic historicism of the  anti-bellum ears t o  more relevant 
contemporary conerns (~eauchamp, 1972, pp. 20, 25 3 . 

prhinal Conf iuurat 1011 
The City Hall w a s  U-shaped around a central  courtyard containing the  market 

sheds. The east wing w a s  on Fairfax Street ,  and contained a f i r e  house, the  police 
headquarters, and ren ta l  offices. Going prom east t o  w e s t  in the  northern, central 
section, on Cameron Street  were the  Court House, the Masonic Temple, renta l  offices, and 
City offices. In the  weatern wing on Royal Street  were the  Common Council and Aldermen'. 
Chambers and City Offices. On Cameron and Royal the  f h t  f loor  level  contained market 
s t a l l s ,  whereas, on Fairfax, the  first f l o m  w a s  occupied by the  firemen and police. 
The northeast pavilion on the  first f loor may have been used fo r  additional market stall:  

The Sun Fire Company waa on the firat f loor  of the  southeast pavilion. On the 
second floor,  which aws two s to r ies  in height, the w i n e  House ha l l  was located. The 
City's Police Haadguarters and Station H use were In t he  center of the  southern wing on 
Fairfax Street.  On the  lower floor were the  police muster room, washroom, and yrison 
cells.  On the  second f loor  were rooms fo r  lodgers and for  the  police, as well as 
offices fo r  the  Pollce Captain and the  Hayor. To the  northor were renta l  offices on 
the  second floor. 

The public entrance on Fairfax Street  f o r  the courtrooms consisted of a wide s t a i r -  
way with r a i l s  and bsl&eters of walnut and yellow pine. In the  northeast corner on the  
second floor, m e  two offices fo r  the  Clerk--one designed fo r  c le r ica l  use, and the  
other fo r  records storage. The walls of the  records rr%m vault were of brick with no 
intruding wood studding. Theiron f loor and ceiling, l a id  In cement as well as the  
iron shutters and doorway, made the room fireproof. Along a corridor running south 
were three attorney$' offices t o  the  east end, one office t o  the  west, and two rooms 
for  thep pe t i t  jury and grand jury, 

The Court Room in the  northern section of the  building on the  second floor w a s  
58 fee t  in length, 9 f ee t  wide, and 2# f ee t  high. The northeast pavilion allowed 
for  the  increased height of the  ceiling. The Court Room w a s  llghted by thFrteen 
windows--six overlooking the  maxket and seven along Cameron Street-and a lsrge gas 
reflector  which hung from the  panelled oeiling. The wainscoting was yellow pine and 
the room w a s  divided by a ra l l ing,  the  newels and rails of walnut and the  bsllusters 
of bellow pine. The desks fo r  the  Judge, clerks, and attorneys were of walnut. Two 
doors in the  western wall led t o  the  Judge's retinlng room and t o  a stf stairway which 
w a s  rpx private entrance fo r  the  Judge and officers of the  court. 

To the eat of the Court, in the center of the  Cameron Street  facade w a s  the  three- 
story Masonic Temple, which w a s  60 f ee t  In length. The Chapher Room (46*x28'), two 
ante-rooms (16~x11' and 12'x111) and banquet ha l l  (46.~9 ' )  were on the second floor, 
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and more meeting rooms were on the t h M .  The floors and platforms were covered in 
Brussels carpat and the Chapter Room was lighted by an elaborate chandelier. The 
furnishings Included chairs and settees covered in crimson velvet which were manufac- 
tured by a loo a 1  f i r m ,  Green and Bros. Factory and S t e m  Furniture Works. The 
banqueting h a l l  provided seating fro 300. The cost of furnishing the Masonic Temple 
w a s  estimated at over $3,000 (- Gazette, Nov. 3, 1873) 

The City School B o d  chamber, one of the  offices t o  the west of the Masonic 
Lodge, overlooked the  W k e t )  and w a s  approached by a s%alrway next t o  the  Lodge. 
This room was finished by B.F. Price (~lexandria  Gaeette, Jan. 29, 1873). The 
Aldermen's Chamber, In the  northwest ptrvilion, w a s  24 feet  in height, a s  w a s  the 
Common Council Chamber in the  southwest. The main entrance t o  the Royal Street wing 
(west) was beneath the  clock town in the  center of the  f e* Offices in t h i s  w i n g  
were provided f o r  the Auditor, Tax Collector, Board of H th ,  and the City G a s  Works. 
Next t o  the Aldermen's Chamber* in the  northwest, were the Aldermen's committee rooms. 
In the  southwest adjacent t o  the Council Chamber were offices fo r  the Mayor. The Common 
Comcil Chambr, ln the  sotrthwest pavilion, was carpeted and provided with rai l ings and 
platform. The single walnut dwks, covered with green enamelled cloth, and the walnut 
colored arnmhairs w e e  produced by Green and Bros. Factory. The Aldermen and Council 
Chambers were lighted by gas reflectors and contained Hagee stoves. 

The first f loor  level  of the  Royal and Cameron Street wings contained the Market 
stalls. The doors of the  Market House and the  butcher stalls, which were e~clusively  
in the Royal Street  wing, were contracted t o  B.F. Price (A xandria Gaeette, Nov. 22, 
1872). The January 4, 1873 issue of the dlexandrh G a u t 2 g i v e s  a more detailed 
descrlptlon of the Markat. 

Zach s t a l l  is provided with a locked closet beneath t o  be secured by a latch 
snd @lock, but mast of our leading dealers w i l l ,  as soon a?, they get possessict:, 
adorn the stalls a f t e r  the  fasion of other c i t i es ,  and marble tables, g i l t  
ornaments, and elegant carvings w i l l  be the order of the day. 

That t h i s  sor t  of o m e h t  w a s  not out of the  ordinary is indicated in an aocount of 
a butcher s t a l l  In the Market House which featured a carved s teer ' s  head deslgned by 
B.F. Price (- Gazette, Feb. 25, 1870). 

blterations 
During the  early 20th century City H a l l  and Market House underwent several 

alterations. A plan of the first f loor  dated ca. 1896-1902 reveals a number of 
changes. The Fire Company no longer occupied the southeast corner. This space 
allowed fo r  an expansion of Police H e a Q W e r s  and new prisoner detention ce l l s  
installed on the first floor. The Court Records Room waa moved f r o m  the second floor 
dlrectly blow on the  flrst f loor  of the  northeast corner. Bathrooms x also were 
added throughout the  build appears that  gradually the f l rs t - f loor  market space 
along Cameron Street w a s  with partitions fo r  offices but probably the 
first floor along Royal Street continued t o  function as the market fo r  some time. 
The Alexandria-Washington Easonic Lodge moved out of City Hall in 194.5 when the  new 
George Washington Masonic National Memorial w a s  completed on King Street. This 
space was tranformed Into a second Court Room on the second floor and additional 

me t f f ices  an he f t and t h i M  floors. An addition w a s  constructed In $?$I?g&?n %he LJ,llapd c ~ ~ ~ a r d  where the market sheds had been located. Thh  
ad i t ional  off ice-.space_ _for-the City-~oyemment .___ - ., -. . . -p - --- - WEOL-.  - -. -, - . - - - -- Y. TT- 
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Verbal boundary description and justification C-ently, c i t y  b l o c k  
bounded by N o r t h  Royal, Cameron, N o r t h  Fairfax, and King S t r e e t s ,  including 
Nark& Square. M a i n  en t rance is in 1960-61 a d d i t i o n  f a c i n g  King St ree t .  O r i g i n a l l y  
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rlreet & number (home) 1956 W i n t e r p o r t  C t .  telephone 703  &6-9?57 

citv or town Reston. state V l r a i n i a  - 
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated aigniflcance of this property within the state is: 

-national -- state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer tor the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been,evaiuated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Sewice. 
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title date 
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Historical Photoma~hs 

Cameron Street f a d e ,  ca. 1890. F. W i l l l a m  Smlth collection, A&bxsndria. 
Cameron and North Royal Streets  facades. oa. 1890. C h a r l e s  Sampcn collection, 

Alexandria. 
City Hall and Market from oorner of Market and Shaprshin Alleys. Copied from 

Dolly Shephardson's collection in F. Willlam Smlth Collection, Alexandria. 
Alexandria-Wsshington Masonic Lodge. Interior  Chapter Room in City ~all/Market. 

aa. 1916. Lloyd House Library, Alexandria. Photograph by C. Loeb. 
Alexandria-Washington Mssonic Lodge. Interior  Chapter Room in City ~ a l l / ~ a r k e t .  

A f t e r  1916? Lloyd House Library, Alexandria. 

6.  Photograph of Elevation of Alexandria City Hall and Market House.* Drawing by 
Adolph Cluss, Architect. 1871. W Archives of Alexandria-Washington 
Maaonic Lodge No. 22. 

" 4 Photoaraohs bv John Lowe. Nov.-Dec. 198x 
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