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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
REGISTRATION FORM 

1. Name of Property 
historic name Orange & Alexandna Railroad Hooff s Run Bridge 
other names: NA 
site number: DHR #loo-149 
2. Location 
street & number Jamieson Avenue at Hooff's Run not for publication NIA city or town Alexandna 
vicinity N/A state Virinia code county Alexandria (Independent City) code 510 
zip code 223 14 

3. StatelFederal Agency Certification 
As the designatedputhority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby 
certify that this J nomination - request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation 
standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural 
and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property - meets - 
does not meet the National Registpr Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 

- -  - 

- statewide ~ l o c a l l y .  ( - See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of certif$ing official - ' 
Virginia Department of Historic Resources 
In my opinion, the property meets - does not meet the National Register criteria. 
( - See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby certify that this property is: 
- entered in the National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 

determined eligible for the National Register 
See continuation sheet. Signature of Keeper 
determined not eligible for the National Register 
removed from the National Register Date of Action 
other (explain): 



NPS Form 10-900 
(Rev. 10-90) 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
REGISTRATION FORM 

1. Name of Property 
historic name Orange & Alexandria Railroad Hooff s Run Bridge - 
other names: 
site number: DHR #loo-149 
2. Location 
street & number Jamieson Avenue at Hooff s Run not for publication N/A city or town Alexandria 
vicinity N/A state Vireinia code county Alexandria Clndeuendent City) code 510 
zip code 22314 

3. StatelFederal Agency Certification 
As the designatedputhority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby 
certify that this nomination -request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation 
standards for regstering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural 
and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property -meets - 

teria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
ly. ( - See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of certi5ing official 
Virginia Department of Historic Resources 

+kF-- 
In my opinion, the property - meets - does not meet the National Register criteria. 
( - See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby certify that this property is: 
- entered in the National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 
- determined eligible for the National Register 
- See continuation sheet. Signature of Keeper 

- determined not eligible for the National Register 
removed !kom the National Register Date of Action - 

- other (explain): 



USDIN'S NRHP Registration Form 
Orange & Alexandria Railroad Hooff s Run Bridge 
City of Alexandria, Virginia 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 

- private 
X public-local 
- public-State 
- public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
- building(s) 
- district 
- site 
Xstructure 
- object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

0 - - 0 buildings 
0 - - 0 sites 
2 - - 0 structures 
0 - - 0 objects 
2 - - 0 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 1 

Name of related multiple property Listing 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

cat: TRANSPORTATION Sub: railroad 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: TRANSPORTATION Sub: road-related 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

OTHER: stone-arch railroad bridee 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation STONE: sandstone 
walls STONE: sandstone 
roof NA 
other 



USDI/NPS NRHP Regiseation Form 
Orange & Alexandria Railroad Hooff s Run Bridge 
City of Alexandria, Virginia 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "xu in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the 
property for National Register listing) 
-A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history. 
- B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 
- C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction 
or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 
- D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 
- A. owned by a religious institution or used for religous purposes. 
- B. removed from its original location. 
- C. a birthplace or a grave. 
- D. acemetery. 
- E. a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 
- F. a commemorative property. 
- G. less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
. TRANSPORTATION 

ECONOMICS 
MILITARY 

Period of Significance 1856-1943 

Significant Dates 1856. 1872. ca. 1885-1 895 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) NIA 

Cultural Affiliation N/A 

Architecmuilder 
Eneineer: T. C. Atkinson 
Builder: Not known 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography (See footnotes in Architectural Description and Statement of Significance Sections.) 



USDL'NPS NRHP Registration Form 
Orange & Alexandria Railroad Hooff s Run Bridge 
City of Alexandna, Virginia 

Previous documentation on file (NPS) 

- preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 
- previously listed in the National Register 
X previously determined eligible by the National Register - 
- designated a National Historic Landmark 
- recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
- recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data 
- State Historic Preservation Office 
- Other State agency 
- Federal agency 
- Local government 
- University 
- Other 
Name of repository: 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of Property Less than 1 acre 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
1 18 321210 4296710 2 -- 
3 -- 4 -- 
- See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description 
Alexandna, VA: Map 073.04, Block 02, Lot 03. 

Boundary Justification 
The boundary includes the physical area covered by the bridge. 

11. Form Prepared By 
narneltitle James C. Massev and Jere Gibber, u~dated bv Barbara B. Ballentine for the Office of 
Historic Alexandria 
organization Citv of Alexandria date November 1993. u~dated October 2001 
street & number P.O. Box 178 telephone 703-838-4554 
city or town Alexandria state zip code 22313 
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Orange & A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d  H o o f f ' s  Run B r i d g e  
A l e x a n d r i a ,  VA . . 

7 .  ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

SUMMARY PARAGRAPH 

The Orange a n d  A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d  H o o f f ' s  Run B r i d g e ,  
l o c a t e d  a t  H o o f f ' s  Run and Wolfe  S t r e e t  e x t e n d e d ,  j u s t  s o u t h  of 
t h e  j u n c t u r e  o f  Duke and  D a n g e r f i e l d  s t r e e t s ,  A l e x a n d r i a ,  
V i r g i n i a ,  is a  round-arch  b r i d g e  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1856 o f  g r a y  
s a n d s t o n e  and s u b s e q u e n t l y  widened ( c a .  1885-1895) by a  s i x t e e n -  
foo t -wide  r e d  s a n d s t o n e ,  round-arch  a d d i t i o n  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e .  
I t  i s  t h e  s e c o n d  o f  f o u r  s e p a r a t e  r a i l r o a d  b r i d g e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o n e  
t r e s t l e ,  a t  t h i s  l o c a t i o n .  No t r a c e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  b r i d g e ,  
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1851 ,  r ema ins .  Of t h e  t h i r d  s t r u c t u r e ,  a s t o n e -  
a r c h  b r i d g e  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1872,  o n e  s u r v i v i n g  a r c h  a b u t m e n t ,  
w i t h  wing w a l l s  and  two cour , ses  o f  t h e  a r c h  s t o n e ,  l i e s  42 f e e t  
t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  b r i d g e .  The o r i g i n a l  28-foot-wide 
s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  1856 b r i d g e  was p r o b a b l y  b u i l t  t o  accommodate two 
t r a c k s ;  t h e  1885-1895 a d d i t i o n  c a r r i e d  o n e  t r a c k .  A l l  t h e  t r a c k s  
were  removed i n  1990.  A wooden t r e s t l e  t h a t  was c o n s t r u c t e d  
between t h e  two s t o n e  b r i d g e s  c a .  1895-1905 is now e v i d e n c e d  o n l y  
by t h e  d i s t u r b e d  masonry  s p a n d r e l  and wings  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  1856 
a r c h  b r i d g e  on which  i t  r e s t s .  The 1856 b r i d g e  is i n  good 
condition. H o o f f ' s  Run, a s m a l l  s t r e d m  t h a t  r u n s  i n  a  g e n e r a l l y  
n o r t h w e s t - s o u t h e a s t  d i r e c t i o n  and  e m p t i e s  i n t o  Hun t ing  Creek  n e a r  
i t s  c o n f l u e n c e  w i t h  t h e  Potomac R i v e r ,  was once  n a v i g a b l e  b u t  now 
s e r v e s  m a i n l y  t o  convey  s t o r m  w a t e r .  A d j o i n i n g  t h e  nomina ted  
p r o p e r t y  o n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  q u a d r a n t  i s  t h e  A l e x a n d r i a  N a t i o n a l  
Cemetery.  To t h e  w e s t  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  a r e  t h e  r e m a i n s  o f  t h e  once- 
e x t e n s i v e  S o u t h e r n  R a i l r o a d  roundhouse  and shops .  The B l a c k  
B a p t i s t  Cemetery ,  a  s m a l l  c e m e t e r y  begun i n  1885 ,  i s  n e a r b y  a l o n g  
t h e  w e s t  bank o f  H o o f f ' s  Run. N o r t h  o f  t h e  t r a c k a g e  a r e  modern 
i n d u s t r i a l  and commerc ia l  b u i l d i n g s .  The n e a r e s t  s t r e e t ,  370 
f e e t  t o  t h e  n o r t h ,  i s  Duke S t r e e t .  T h e r e  a r e  two c o n t r i b u t i n g  
s t r u c t u r e s ,  no n o n c o n t r i b u t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s ,  no  b u i l d i n g s ,  and no  
s i tes  a s s o c i a t e d  w l t h  t h e  p r o p e r t y .  
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Orange & A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d  H o o f f ' s  Run B r i d g e  
A l e x a n d r i a ,  VA 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION ( c o n t i n u e d )  

1856 O&ARR B r i d g e  

The s u r v i v i n g  b r i d g e ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1 8 5 6 ,  was once  p a r t  o f  
a g r o u p  o f  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  r a i l r o a d  s p a n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a wooden 
t r e s t l e ,  t h a t  c r o s s e d  H o o f f ' s  R u n  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  and  t h a t  were  
used  c o n c u r r e n t l y  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  
(An e a r l i e r  b r i d g e ,  p r o b a b l y  b u i l t  o f  t i m b e r ,  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  have 
been i n  u s e  i n  t h e  same l o c a t i o n  c a .  1851-1856, b u t  no  t r a c e  o f  
i t  r e m a i n s . )  The t r e s t l e ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  ca .  1895-1905 on t h e  n o r t h  
f a c e  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  1856 b r i d g e ,  and a  s t o n e - a r c h  b r i d g e  
c o n s t r u c t e d  1 8 7 2 ,  l o c a t e d  n o r t h  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  b r i d g e ,  were  b o t h  
removed c a .  1948 ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  e a s t  a b u t m e n t  o f  t h e  1872 s t o n e  
b r i d g e .  

The s u r v i v i n g ,  1856 s t o n e  b r i d q e  was b u i l t  i n  two s e c t i o n s .  
The f i r s t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  b r i d g e ,  28'-3" w i d e ,  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  
1856;  a  s i x t e e n - f o o t  w i d e  a d d i t i o n  was e r e c t e d  on t h e  s o u t h  f a c e  
c a .  1885-1895. I t  i s  n o t  known w h e t h e r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  1856 t r a c k s  
were t h e  s t a n d a r d  gauge  4'-8-1/2" o r  t h e  5 ' -0"  gauge  f r e q u e n t l y  
used  i n  t h e  s o u t h .  

Both t h e  o r i g i n a l  b r i d g e  and  t h e  a d d i t i o n  a r e  round-arch 
b r i d g e s  w i t h  a n  i d e n t i c a l  c l e a r  s p a n  o f  21'-1-1/2".  The s p a n d r e l  
f a c e  o f  t h e  n o r t h  a r c h  o f  t h e  1856 b r i d g e  i s  i n  smooth and  rock-  
f a c e d  g r a y  s a n d s t o n e  l a i d  i n  random-range a s h l a r .  The g r a y  
s a n d s t o n e  w a l l s  may have come from t h e  L i t t l e  F a l l s  o f  t h e  
Potomac. However, Orange  & A l e x a n d r i a ' s  e n g i n e e r ,  Thomas 
A t k i n s o n ,  n o t e s  i n  a n  e a r l i e r  (1850)  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  s u y e r i n t e n d a n t  
t h a t  t h e r e  had  b e e n  a  " d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  i n  t h e  s u p p l y , "  o f  s t o n e  
from t h a t  s o u r c e ,  s o  t h e  s t o n e  may w e l l  h a v e  come from e l s e w h e r e  

--- 
l ~ h o r n a s  A t k i n s o n ,  May 1 5 ,  1850.  C i t e d  i n  C r e s s e y .  
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Orange  & A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d  H o o f f V s . R u n  B r i d g e  
A l e x a n d r i a ,  VA 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION ( c o n t i n u e d )  

i n  t h e  a r e a .  The t h i r t y - t h r e e  v o u s s o i r s  o f  t h e  a r c h  a r e  i n  
r o c k f a c e d  a s h l a r  w i t h  a  s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r  k e y s t o n e .  The s p r i n g  o f  
t h e  a r c h  i s  on a n  a b u t m e n t  3 ' - 2 "  above t h e  c r e e k  bed ,  w h i c h  i s  
now paved  i n  c o n c r e t e  t h a t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  modern. An 
e v a l u a t i o n  s k e t c h  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h e  I n t e r s t a t e  Commerce Commission 
i n  1916  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  e x t e n d  s i x  f e e t  be low t h e  
s p r i n g l i n e .  The i n d i v i d u a l  v o u s s o i r s  a v e r a g e  two o r  f o u r  f e e t  
d e e p  i n  a l t e r n a t i n g  c o u r s e s ,  t o  t i e  i n  t h e  b r i c k  o f  t h e  a r c h  
r i n g .  The s tonework  a b o v e  t h e  a r c h  k e y s t o n e  a p p e a r s  d i s t u r b e d ,  
s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  i t  h a s  b e e n  r e p a i r e d  and  p a r t i a l l y  r e l a i d ,  and 
t h e  1916 I . C . C .  r e p o r t  c o n f i r m s  t h i s  v i s u a l  e v i d e n c e .  A t  t h e  t o p  
i s  a  c o n c r e t e  beam 1 ' -8"  h i g h  a c r o s s  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  a r c h  
b r i d g e s ,  w i t h  p r o j e c t i n g  s t r u t s  o n  t o p ;  p r o b a b l y  t h i s  and  t h e  
d i s t u r b e d  masonry o n  t h e  a r c h  f a c e  and t h e  wing w a l l s  a r e  a  
r e s u l t  o f  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  and l a t e r  r emova l  o f  t h e  o n e - t r a c k  
wooden t r e s t l e  t h a t  a d j o i n e d  t h e  a r c h  c a .  1900-1948. The wing 
w a l l s  a r e  a l s o  r o c k - f a c e d  random-range a s h l a r .  Each s i d e  of  t h e  
lower  p a r t  o f  t h e  w a l l  h a s  been c o v e r e d  o v e r  i n  a n g l e d  s t o n e  and  
cement ,  e i t h e r  a s  b r a c i n g  o r  f l o o d  c o n t r o l .  T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  c l e a r  
i n d i c a t i o n s  a t  t h e  t o p  c o u r s e s  o f  t h e  wing  w a l l s  t h a t  t h e  w a l l s  
have been r e b u i l t  and  a l t e r e d ,  p r o b a b l y  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  wooden 
t r e s t l e  which was added  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  and  which p a r t i a l l y  r e s t e d  
on t h e  wing w a l l s .  

The a r c h  i t s e l f  h a s  a  r i s e  o f  1 0  f e e t ,  s i x  i n c h e s  a n d  w i t h  a  
s p a n  o f  21  f e e t ,  one-and-one-half  i n c h e s ,  c a n  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a  
t r u e  round o r  s e m i c i r c u l a r  a r c h .  I t  p r o b a b l y  h a s  sunk a  b i t  
s i n c e  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The s o f f i t ,  o r  i n t r a d o s ,  o f  t h e  a r c h  r i n g  i s  
a  b r i c k  b a r r e l  v a u l t .  I t  r e s t s  o n  a  s t o n e  abu tmen t  t h r e e  f e e t ,  
two i n c h e s  above  t h e  c r e e k  bed,  w i t h  a  p r o j e c t i n g  base .  The 
s tonework  i s  i r r e g u l a r  b u t  i s  c l o s e s t  t o  b e i n g  random-range 
a s h l a r .  The r e d - b r i c k  s o f f i t  o f  t h e  b a r r e l  v a u l t  i s  l a i d  i n  a l l -  
s t r e t c h e r  bond;  t h e  t h i c k n e s s  of  t h e  v a u l t  i s  n o t  known. 



United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number 
7 Page 4 

Orange & A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d  H o o f f ' s  Run B r i d g e  
A l e x a n d r i a ,  VA 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Ca. 1885-1895 A d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  1856 O&ARR B r i d g e  - --- 
The s t o n e  v o u s s o i r s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s o u t h  end  f a c e  a r c h  c a n  

be s e e n  on t h e  s o f f i t  o f  t h e  s o u t h  end  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  o r i g i n a l  
t w e n t y - e i g h t - f o o t  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  1856 b r i d g e .  ( S e e  P h o t o  2 . )  The 
s i x t e e n - f o o t  w i d e  a d d i t i o n  ( p r o b a b l y  ca .  1885-1895) a b u t s  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n  o n  t h e  s o u t h  b u t  i s  n o t  t i e d  i n t o  it. The 1 9 0 5  
p l o t  p l a n  shows t h e  a d d i t i o n  a s  h a v i n g  b e e n  b u i l t  o v e r  t h e  s o u t h  
wing w a l l s ,  wh ich  were l e f t  i n  p l a c e .  Al though t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
t e c h n i q u e  c a n n o t  b e  v e r i f i e d ,  i t  would b e  p r o b a b l e  i n  a n y  e v e n t ,  
b o t h  f o r  s i m p l i c i t y  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and  f o r  s t r u c t u r a l  s t a b i l i t y .  
The a d d i t i o n  was b u i l t  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  a  t h i r d  t r a c k  on 
t h e  b r i d g e  and  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  p r e d a t e s  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  wood 
t r e s t l e  t o  t h e  n o r t h  f a c e .  S i m i l a r  i n  d e s i g n  and  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t o  
t h e  s u r v i v i n g  1856  o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  b r i d g e ,  t h e  a d d i t i o n  
was c o n s t r u c t e d  a t  a  t i m e  when mass ive  s t o n e  a r c h  r a i l r o a d  
b r i d g e s  and  v i a d u c t s  had once  more come i n t o  p rominen t  u s e  a f t e r  
a  p e r i o d  when i r o n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was more common. The Washington- 
S o u t h e r n  R a i l r o a d ,  wh ich  b u i l t  t h e  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  B o o f f ' s  Run 
b r i d g e ,  was c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a  R a i l r o a d ,  which  was 
n o t e d  f o r  i t s  u s e  o f  s t o n e  a r c h  b r i d g e s  a t  t h e  end  o f  t h e  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  The f a c e  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  r e d  s a n d s t o n e ,  
b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  r e d  S e n e c a  s a n d s t o n e .  The a r c h  f a c e  is i n  3 3  
rock - face  a s h l a r  v o u s s o i r s ,  w i t h  a f a c e  s i z e  o f  o n e  f o o t  by one- 
and  one-ha l f  f e e t  and  a  l a r g e r  k e y s t o n e ;  t h e  d e p t h  o f  t h e  s t o n e s  
a l t e r n a t e s  be tween  two f e e t  and  t h r e e  f e e t .  The s p a n d r e l  w a l l s  
a r e  l a i d  i n  r o c k - f a c e  r e d  s a n d s t o n e  i n  b roken-range  a s h l a r ;  t h e  
wing w a l l s  a r e  l a i d  i n  random r a n g e .  The s p a n d r e l  and  wings a r e  
capped  by a heavy  c a p s t o n e  o n e  f o o t ,  two i n c h e s  t h i c k  and  
p r o j e c t i n g  s l i g h t l y  o v e r  t h e  s p a n d r e l  w a l l  f a c e .  

The s t o n e  i n  t h e  a r c h  a d d i t i o n  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  u sed  i n  
t h e  w a l l s  e n c l o s i n g  t h e  a d j a c e n t  m i l i t a r y  c e m e t e r y ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  
cemetery  w a l l  d o e s  n o t  appea r  t o  b e  i d e n t i c a l l y  l a i d .  The e a s t  
wing d e s c e n d s  o n  t o p  o f  p a r t  o f  t h e  c e m e t e r y  w a l l ,  and t h e  
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Orange & A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d  H o o f f l s , R u n  B r i d g e  
A l e x a n d r i a ,  VA 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION ( c o n t i n u e d )  

ceme te ry  w a l l  o n  t h e  H o o f f ' s  Run s i d e  i s  l a i d  i n  r u b b l e  a s h l a r ,  
w i t h  s t o n e s  of t a l l e r  a s p e c t ,  a s  b e f i t s  a  non- load-bear ing  w a l l .  
The s o f f i t  o f  t h e  b a r r e l - v a u l t  i s  l a i d  i n  r e d  b r i c k  i n  a l l -  
s t r e t c h e r  bond,  a s  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n .  The t h i c k n e s s  of  t h e  
so£  f i t  i s  n o t  known. 

On t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e ,  t h e  c r e e k  bed i s  paved  i n  
c o n c r e t e ,  b u t  t h e  b a n k s  a r e  s l o p e d  i n  e a r t h  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  
masonry a s  o n  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e ,  e x c e p t  f o r  a  s m a l l  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
e a s t  wing w a l l .  

Roadbed o f  t h e  1856 Bridge and A d d i t i o n  --- - 
The t r a c k s  a n d  t i e s  o n  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  were removed i n  

1990 ,  and a  new l a y e r  o f  g r a v e l  was l a i d ,  c o n v e r t i n g  t h e  b r i d g e  
i n t o  a  v e h i c l e  s u r f a c e .  The t w o - f o o t ,  e i g h t - i n c h - w i d e  c a p s t o n e  
c o u r s e  o n  t h e  s o u t h  a r c h  s t a n d s  s i x  i n c h e s  above t h e  g r a v e l .  The 
age-worn c a p s t o n e s  b e a r  g r a f f i t i  i n  t h e  form o f  names and  
i n i t i a l s  ( s e e  P h o t o  8 ) ;  h o l e s  i n  t h e  c a p s t o n e s  a r e  t h e  o n l y  
v i s i b l e  e v i d e n c e  o f  a n  o r i g i n a l  i r o n  r a i l i n g ,  l o n g  m i s s i n g .  To 
t h e  e a s t  o f  t h e  b r i d g e ,  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  fo rmer  roadbed  
s l o p e s  downward toward  t h e  ceme te ry  w a l l .  The roadbed  on t o p  o f  
t h e  a r c h ,  below t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  p a r a p e t  c o u r s e  on t h e  s o u t h ,  i s  
w e l l  above  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  s t o n e  n o r t h  f a c e ;  i t  i s  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  
r a i l r o a d  g r a d e  by t h e  1 ' - 8 "  h i g h  c o n c r e t e  p a r a p e t .  Thus i t  seems 
p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  n o r t h  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  was 
i n i t i a l l y  b u i l t  a t  a  l o w e r  g r a d e  and  t h a t  t h e  g r a d e  was r a i s e d  a t  
t h e  time t h e  s o u t h  a d d i t i o n  was c o n s t r u c t e d  o r  l a t e r .  Al lowing  
f o r  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  a  p a r a p e t ,  t h e  e a r l y  g r a d e  m u s t  have been  a t  
l e a s t  two f e e t  below t h e  p r e s e n t  one .  A C i v i l  War p h o t o g r a p h  
l o o k i n g  w e s t  t oward  t h e  b r i d g e  i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e  shows a  d e f i n i t e  
d e p r e s s i o n  a t  H o o f f ' s  R u n ;  p r o b a b l y  t h e  g r a d e  r a i s i n g  was 
i n t e n d e d  t o  l e v e l  t h a t  d e p r e s s i o n .  ( S e e  P h o t o  1 0 .  ) 
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Orange & A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d  H o o f f ' s  Run B r i d g e  
A l e x a n d r i a ,  VA 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION ( c o n t i n u e d )  

1872 B a l t i m o r e  & Potomac B r i d g e  - - 
North  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t o n e - a r c h  b r i d g e  l i e  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  

e a s t  a b u t m e n t  and  o n e  wing  w a l l  o f  a  s econd  s t o n e - a r c h  b r i d g e ,  
b u i l t  i n  1872  f o r  a  new l i n e  o f  t h e  B a l t i m o r e  a n d  Potomac 
R a i l r o a d  ( P h o t o  9 ) .  S u r v i v i n g  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  n o r t h  wing  w a l l  o f  
t h e  second  b r i d g e  o v e r  H o o f f ' s  Run a r e  t h e  s t o n e  b a s e  and  two 

c o u r s e s  o f  t h e  a r c h .  The s o u t h  wing w a l l  p r o b a b l y  e x i s t s  under  
t h e  modern, s l o p e d  b a s e  o f  c o n c r e t e  and s t o n e  a l o n g  t h e  c r e e k .  
The s tonework  i s  reddish-brown s a n d s  t o n e ,  p e r h a p s  r e d  Seneca  
s a n d s  t o n e .  

T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  modern, c o n c r e t e  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  be tween t h e  
a r c h  a b u t m e n t  and  t h e  wing w a l l ,  t h e  same h e i g h t  a s  t h e  abutment .  
The abu tmen t  i s  s i x  c o u r s e s  h i g h ,  w i t h  a  p r o j e c t i n g  t o p  l a y e r .  
I t  is somewhat i r r e g u l a r l y  l a i d  i n  r o c k - f a c e ,  r a n g e  o r  c o u r s e d  
a s h l a r ;  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  j o i n t s  a r e  n o t  u n i f o r m l y  p a r a l l e l ,  g i v i n g  
more t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  random r a n g e .  The t o p  l a y e r ,  w i t h  
s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r  s t o n e s ,  h a s  a  s l i g h t l y  s l o p e d ,  o r  skewback,  t o p ,  
i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  a r c h  was s e g m e n t a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  
round.  Su rmoun t ing  t h e  skewback c o u r s e  a r e  two c o u r s e s  o f  t h e  
a r c h  i t s e l f ,  l a i d  i n  d r e s s e d  a s h l a r .  The n o r t h  w a l l  o f  t h e  wing 
and t h e  v e r y  s m a l l  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  s o u t h  w a l l  t h a t  shows a r e  l a i d  
i n  r o c k - f a c e d ,  random-range,  a s h l a r ,  reddish-brown s t o n e .  The re  
is  n o  s u r v i v i n g  a b u t m e n t  o r  wing w a l l  on t h e  west s i d e  o f  H o o f f ' s  
Run, a l t h o u g h  t h e  1905  p l a t  p l a n  o f  t h e  c r e e k  shows t h e  form o f  
t h e  abu tmen t  a n d  wing w a l l s  t h a t  o n c e  e x i s t e d .  A s  s u r v i v o r s  o f  
t h e  1872 B a l t i m o r e  & Potomac R a i l r o a d  b r i d g e ,  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  
abutment  and  wing  w a l l s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  1856 
b r i d g e  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  

Wood T r e s t l e  c a .  1900-1905 - - 
The l a s t  o f  t h e  b r i d g e s  b u i l t  i n  t h e  H o o f f ' s  Run s e r i e s  was 

a  t i m b e r  t r e s t l e ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  be tween t h e  o r i g i n a l  Orange & 



NPS F m  1C-KC-. 
(e-ssi 

United States Department of the interior 
National Park Service 

National Register sf Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number ' ' Page 
7 

Orange & A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d  Hoof f ' s  Run B r i d g e  
A l e x a n d r i a ,  VA 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION ( c o n t i n u e d )  

A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d  b r i d g e  and  t h e  l a t e r  B a l t i m o r e  & Potomac 
R a i l r o a d  b r i d g e  t o  t h e  n o r t h .  I t  a d j o i n e d  t h e  n o r t h  f a c e  of t h e  
o r i g i n a l  1856 b r i d g e ,  and  r e s t e d ,  i n  p a r t ,  on i t s  wing w a l l s .  
The t r e s t l e  was s i x t e e n  f e e t  w ide ,  w i t h  a s i x t y - f i v e - f o o t  s p a n  
t r e s t l e  and s e v e n  i n t e r m e d i a t e  b e n t s .  I t s  l o c a t i o n  i s  c o n f i r m e d  
by t h e  1 9 0 5  p l o t  p l a n  and  t h e  t y p e  of  c o n s t r u c t i o n  by t h e  1916 
I . C . C .  document .  

0 .  STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - 
The Orange & A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d  H o o f f ' s  Run B r i d g e ,  a c r o s s  

H o o f f ' s  Run a t  Wolfe  s t r e e t . e x t e n d e d ,  A l e x a n d r i a ,  V i r g i n i a ,  i s  
s i g n i f i c a n t  u n d e r  C r i t e r i a  A a n d ' C  i n  t h e  economic ,  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  and m i l i t a r y  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  c i t y  o f  A l e x a n d r i a  
and t h e  s t a t e  o f  V i r g i n i a .  The b r i d g e ,  which was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  
1856 ,  i s  t h e  o l d e s t  e x t a n t  b r i d g e  i n  A l e x a n d r i a  and  a  m a j o r  
remnant  o f  A l e x a n d r i a ' s  e a r l y  r a i l r o a d  h i s t o r y .  I t  was 
o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  by t h e  Orange & A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d ,  t h e  f i r s t  
r a i l r o a d  t o  s e r v e  A l e x a n d r i a  and n o r t h e r n  V i r g i n i a .  The O&ARR 
p l a y e d  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  r o l e  i n  e n h a n c i n g  A l e x a n d r i a ' s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
a s  a  p o r t  c i t y  i n  t h e  m i d - n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  The b r i d g e  c a r r i e d  
a  s i n g l e  t r a c k  a c r o s s  H o o f f ' s  Run, t h e  f i r s t  o f  many waterways  
c r o s s e d  by t h e  Orange & A l e x a n d r i a  l i n e  a s  i t  s t r e t c h e d  from 
A l e x a n d r i a ' s  w a t e r f r o n t ,  p a s t  t h e  roundhouse  a t  t h e  c o r n e r  of 
Henry and  Wolfe  S t r e e t s  i n  A l e x a n d r i a ,  and west t o  Manassas  
J u n c t i o n ,  G o r d o n s v i l l e ,  and e v e n t u a l l y  Lynchburg,  V i r g i n i a .  The 
B o o f f ' s  Run b r i d g e  was a c t i v e  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War, when t h e  
O&ARR was t a k e n  o v e r  by t h e  U. S .  M i l i t a r y  R a i l r o a d s  t o  p r o v i d e  
r a i l  a c c e s s  and a  s u p p l y  r o u t e  w e s t  and  s o u t h  i n t o  t h e  war  zone.  
E x c e p t  f o r  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  W i l k e s  S t r e e t  r a i l r o a d  t u n n e l ,  t h e  
b r i d g e  i s  t h e  o n l y  r e l i c  r e m a i n i n g  i n  A l e x a n d r i a  o f  t h e  O&ARR. 
No o t h e r  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  O&ARR a r e  known 
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Orange  & A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d  H o o f f ' s . R u n  B r i d g e  
A l e x a n d r i a ,  VA 

STATEMENT - OF SIGNIFICANCE ( c o n t i n u e d )  

2 e l s e w h e r e  i n  V i r g i n i a  , a l t h o u g h  o t h e r  s t o n e  b r i d g e  a b u t m e n t s  o f  
p re sumab ly  e a r l y  o r i g i n  d o  s u r v i v e  o n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r a i l r o a d  l i n e .  

H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

A l e x a n d r i a ' s  Potomac R i v e r  p o r t  was e c l i p s e d  i n  t h e  1840s by 
a  d e e p e r  p o r t  a t  B a l t i m o r e ,  o n e  c a p a b l e  o f  accommodating t h e  new, 
l a r g e ,  s e a g o i n g  s t e a m s h i p s  d e s i g n e d  t o  c a r r y  goods  t o  a n d  from 
f o r e i g n  s h o r e s  and be tween p o i n t s  o n  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  m a j o r  r i v e r s .  
Once-promising schemes f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  c a n a l s  t o  f u n n e l  i n l a n d  
t r a d e  from V i r g i n i a ' s  w e s t e r n  a r e a s  t o  A l e x a n d r i a  were  a l s o  
abandoned,  d e s p i t e  A l e x a n d r i a ' s  c o n n e c t i o n  t o  t h e  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  C a n a l  by a  c a n a l  b ranch  t o  Georgetown i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of 
Columbia.  A s  r a i l r o a d s  q u i c k l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  dominance i n  o v e r l a n d  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  A l e x a n d r i a  bus inessmen  and  p o l i t i c i a n s  t u r n e d  
toward  t h e  deve lopmen t  o f  r a i l  l i n e s  t o  s u s t a i n  t h e  c i t y ' s  
f a l t e r i n g  economy. 

The Orange  & A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d  was i n c o r p o r a s e d  by a n  a c t  
o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  G e n e r a l  Assembly o n  March 2 7 ,  1848.  One of  f i v e  
r a i l  l i n e s  p l a n n e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 4 0 s  t o  l i n k  A l e x a n d r i a  w i t h  

- 
2 ~ o s e p h  Whi t e ,  V i r g i n i a  Depar tment  o f  H i s t o r i c  Resources  

3 ~ o y c e  W i l k i n s o n ,  "The E a r l y  Orange and  A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d ,  
1849-1854,"  P i o n e e r  America,  Vol .  1, No. 2 ,  J u l y  1969,  pp .  46-53 
( 4 8 - 9 ) .  
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Orange & A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d  H o o f f ' s  .Run B r i d g e  
A l e x a n d r i a ,  VA 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ( c o n t i n u e d )  - 
t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  ~ o u n t r y , ~  t h e  n i n e t y - m i l e ,  s i n g l e - t r a c k  l i n e  was 
t h e  f i r s t  r a i l r o a d  t o  s e r v e  A l e x a n d r i a  a n d  o n e  o f  t h e  most 
i m p o r t a n t  i n  V i r g i n i a .  

A f t e r  i t s  i n c o r p o r a t i o n ,  t h e  Orange & A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d  
moved t o  e l e c t  o f f i c e r s ,  a p p o i n t  a  compe ten t  e n g i n e e r  t o  l a y  o u t  
p o s s i b l e  r o u t e s ,  a n d  r a i s e  t h e  f u n d s  needed  t o  b e g i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
on t h e  f i r s t  l e g  of t h e  l i n e ,  which would e x t e n d  f rom t h e  
A l e x a n d r i a  w a t e r f r o n t ,  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  j u n c t u r e  o f  Union and  Duke 
S t r e e t s ,  t o  G o r d o n s v i l l e .  Thomas C.  A t k i n s o n  was s e l e c t e d  as  
c h i e f  e n g i n e e r ,  and t h e  work w i t h i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  A l e x a n d r i a  was 
awarded t o  Malone a n d  C r o c k e t t .  A b i d d i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  t h e  
j o b  of  b u i l d i n g  t h e  t r a c k s  f rom A l e x a n d r i a  t o  C u l p e p e r  r e s u l t e d  
i n  a  c o n t r a c t ,  s i g n e d  o n  A p r i l  1 9 ,  1850,  be tween  t h e  O&ARR and a  
g r o u p  compr i sed  o f  W i l l i a m  E g g l e s t o n ,  J o h n  B .  Matthews,  I. H .  

4 .  
W l l l i a m  E .  G r i f f i n ,  J r . ,  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  v a r i o u s  p r o j e c t s  i n  

One Hundred F i f t y  y e a r s  o f  H i s t o r y  a l o n g  t h e -  ~ i c h m o n d ,  - - 
F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  - and ~ o t o m a c ~ a i l ~ o a d  (n.p. :  Richmond, F r e d e r i c k s b u r g  
and Potomac R a i l r o a d  Company, n . d . ) ,  p. 117:  " F i r s t ,  was a  p r o j e c t  - - 
t o  b u i l d  a  r a i l r o a d  l i n k i n g  ~ l e x a n d r i a  w i t h  t h e  west t h r o u g h  t h e  
g a p  i n  t h e  moun ta ins  a t  H a r p e r s  F e r r y .  The s e c o n d  was a  r a i l r o a d  
t o  l i n k  A l e x a n d r i a  w i t h  t h e  s o u t h  by way o f  Orange and Lynchburg. 
The t h i r d  was t o  open  a  l i n e  t o  t h e  V a l l e y  o f  V i r g i n i a  th rough  
Manassas  Gap. The re  was a l s o  a  p r o j e c t  t o  e x t e n d  a  r a i l  l i n e  s o u t h  
o f  A l e x a n d r i a  t o  j o i n  t h e  Richmond, F r e d e r i c k s b u r g ,  and  Potomac 
R a i l r o a d  a t  Aquia c r e e k .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  was p r o j e c t  t o  l i n k  
Washington  and A l e x a n d r i a  by r a i l .  The f o u r t h  and f i f t h  p r o j e c t s  
i n v o l v e d  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  RF&P p r e d e c e s s o r  companies  i n  
A l e x a n d r i a .  " Although t h e  O&ARR was n o t  t h e  f i r s t  p r o j e c t  
c h a r t e r e d ,  i t  was t h e  f i r s t  a c t u a l l y  p u t  i n t o  o p e r a t i o n .  
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Orange & A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d  Hoof f  ' s .  Run B r i d g e  
A l e x a n d r i a ,  VA 

STATEMENT - OF SIGNIFICANCE ( c o n t i n u e d )  

Deckee,  James McDonald, a n d  N .  H .  ~ e c k e e . ~  When t h e  E g g l e s t o n  
g r o u p  abandoned t h e  p r o j e c t  i n  November 1850,  a r e p l a c e m e n t  crew 
t o o k  o v e r ,  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  e n g i n e  was p l a c e d  o n  O&ARR t r a c k  on May 
5,  1851.  S e r v i c e  be tween  A l e x a n d r i a  and C u l p e p e r  began  i n  
November 1851.  Over  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  t r a c k s  were l a i d  and 
s e r v i c e  opened  t o  o t h e r  V i r g i n i a  d e s t i n a t i o n s :  t o  W a r r e n t o n  i n  
December 1 8 5 1 ;  Orange i n  l a t e  1853 ;  G o r d o n s v i l l e  ( t h e  e n d  o f  
l i n e )  i n  March 1854.  I n  1855 OLARR began a  l i n e  t o  Lynchburg,  
where  i t  j o i n e d  o t h e r  l i n e s  l e a d i n g  t o  N e w  O r l e a n s .  The  l i n k a g e  
o f  s h o r t  l i n e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  Orange & A l e x a n d r i a  made r a i l  t r a v e l  
p o s s i b l e  most  o f  t h e  way from B o s t o n  t o  Richmond b e f o r e  t h e  C i v i l  
War, a n d ,  a s  J o y c e  E. W i l k i n s o n  n o t e s  i n  a  b r i e f  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  
Orange and A l e x a n d r i a ,  "The i r o n  t r a c k s  o f  t h e s e  s m a l l  r a i l r o a d  
companies  were t o  b e  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  s h a p i n g  t h e  d e s t i n y  o f  t h i s  
c o u n t r y  a s  t h e y  s p r e g d  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  b i n d i n g  town t o  town 
and s t a t e  t o  s t a t e . "  

" A r t i c l e s  o f  Agreement - made a n d  c o n c l u d e d  . .. between 
W i l l i a m  E g g l e s t o n ,  N.  H.  Dockee, J o h n  B .  Mathews, James  McDonald, 
I .  H .  Dockee...  and t h e  Orange and A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d  Company," 
A p r i l  1 9 ,  1850.  C o n t r a c t  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  f i r s t  5 8  m i l e s  o f  
t r a c k a g e .  C o l l e c t i o n s  o f  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  L i b r a r y ,  Board o f  P u b l i c  
Works D i v i s i o n .  (Copy i n  A l e x a n d r i a  L i b r a r y ,  Lloyd House. ) 

6 ~ o y c e  E .  W i l k i n s o n ,  "The E a r l y  Orange  and A l e x a n d r i a  
R a i l r o a d ,  1849-1854,"  P i o n e e r  Amer ica ,  v o l .  1, no. 2 ,  J u l y  1969,  
p. 51. 
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Orange & A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d  H o o f f ' s  Run B r i d g e  
A l e x a n d r i a ,  VA 

STATEMENT - OF SIGNIFICANCE ( c o n t i n u e d )  

A t  t h e  peak  o f  i t s  a c t i v i t y  i n  1860,  t h e  Oraqge & A l e x a n d r i a  
e x t e n d e d  148  miles and  had  $7 ,180 ,201  o f  c a p i t a l .  I n  t h e  decade  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  C i v i l  War, t h e  r a i l r o a d  g r e a t l y  improved 
A l e x a n d r i a ' s  economic  f o r t u n e s  by d i v e r t i n g  t r a d e  from o t h g r  
m a r k e t s  and i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  c i t y ' s  s h a r e  o f  i n t e r i o r  t r a d e .  A t  
t h e  o u t s e t  o f  t h e  war ,  t h e  f e d e r a l  government  s e i z e d  t h e  O&ARR 
and o t h e r  A l e x a n d r i a  r a i l r o a d s  and  formed t h e  0. S.  M i l i t a r y  
R a i l r o a d s ,  which  p l a y e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  l o g i s t i c a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  
f i r s t  ma jo r  war  t o  make e x t e n s i v e ,  c o o r d i n a t e d  u s e  o f  r a i l r o a d s  
t o  move men a n d  m a t e r i e l .  B r i g a d i e r  G e n e r a l  Herman Haupt ,  i n  
c h a r g e  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  U.S. M i l i t a r y  R a i l r o a d s  
from 1862 u n t i l  1863 ,  u t i l i z e d  t h e  Orange & A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d  
and ,  of  n e c e s s i t y ,  t h e  H o o f f ' s  Run B r i d g e  a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  means 
o f  s u p p l y i n g  a n d  t r a n s p o r t i n g  Union. f o r c e s  i n  V i r g i n i a .  

Chronology - o f  B r i d g e  C o n s t r u c t i o n  Over H o o f f ' s  - Run 

The f o l l o w i n g  c h r o n o l o g y  o f  r a i l r o a d - b r i d g e  b u i l d i n g  o v e r  
H o o f f ' s  Run i s  b a s e d  o n  h i s t o r i c a l  e v i d e n c e ,  maps, and 
p h o t o g r a p h s .  No p r e - C i v i l  War p h o t o g r a p h s  e x i s t  t h a t  show t h e  
b r i d g e  and  l i n e .  An e l e v a t e d  v iew,  c a .  1862-1865, l o o k i n g  w e s t  
from t h e  A l e x a n d r i a  r a i l r o a d  y a r d s  i s  n o t  t o t a l l y  c l e a r ,  b u t  

' ~ h a r l e s T u r n e r ,  " V i r g i n i a  R a i l r o a d  Development:  1845-1860." 
H i s t o r i a n ,  Autumn 1947:57 .  

 avid A a r d i n ,  "The Orange & A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d  i n  
Antebe l lum V i r g i n i a :  a  S t u d y  i n  Economic H i s t o r y . '  Ms. on f i l e  a t  
Lloyd House L i b r a r y ,  A l e x a n d r i a ,  V i r g i n i a ,  1985 ,  p .  16.  
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Orange & A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d  B o o f f ' s ,  Run B r i d g e  
A l e x a n d r i a ,  VA 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ( c o n t i n u e d )  - 

t e n d s  t o  c o n f i r m  t h e  c h r o n o l o g y  s u g g e s t e d  h e r e .  An e x a m i n a t i o n  
o f  e a r l y  t r a c k  s p a c i n g  p r a c t i c e s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  
r a i l r o a d - b u i l d i n g  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a i d e d  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  number of  
t r a c k s  and t h e  ~ p a c i n g ~ e a t t e r n  t h a t  t h e  O&ARR m i g h t  r e a s o n a b l y  b e  
presumed t o  h a v e  used .  

B o o f f ' s  Run, a  s m a l l  c r e e k  t h a t  r u n s  n o r t h w a r d  a l o n g  t h e  
w e s t e r n  edge  o f  A l e x a n d r i a ,  empties i n t o  Hun t ing  C r e e k ,  o n  i t s  
way t o  t h e  Potomac R i v e r .  Once a  n a v i g a b l e  s t r e a m ,  t h e  r u n  now 
s e r v e s  m a i n l y  a s  a  c a r r i e r  o f  w a s t e  water. I t  may have  been 
named f o r  Lawrence Hoof f ,  a n  e a r l y  landowner  i n  t h e  a r e a  known i n  
t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a s  West End, n o r t h  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  D u k e  
S t r e e t  and e a s t  o f  t h e  r u n .  The s t r e a m  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  a  1792 
deed  c o n v e y i n g  p r o p e r t y  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  88  a c r e s  t o  Aooff f rom J o h n  

 he e x i s t i n g  l i t e r a t u r e  o n  t h e  b r i d g e  d o e s  n o t  t a k e  i n t o  
a c c o u n t  t h e  a b u t m e n t  r emnan t s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  two- 
p a r t  s t o n e  b r i d g e .  

' O ~ r a c k  s p a c i n g  i s  d e f i n e d  a s  b e i n g  t h e  w i d t h  o f  o n e  s e t  o f  
t r a c k s  p l u s  t h e  s p a c e  between two a d j a c e n t  t r a c k s .  The w i d t h  o f  
a  s t a n d a r d - g a u g e  s e t  o f  t r acks  was 4'-8-12", o r ,  i n  t h e  s o u t h ,  5 ' -  
0". E a r l y  t r a c k  s p a c i n g  was a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t e n  f e e t .  S i n c e  e a r l y  
p a s s e n g e r  c a r s  w e r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  e i g h t  f e e t  w ide ,  i t  is c l e a r  t h a t  
t h e r e  would h a v e  b e e n  l i t t l e  s p a c e  l e f t  be tween two t r a i n s  p a s s i n g  
e a c h  o t h e r .  By 1904  t h e  d i s t a n c e  be tween t r a c k s  was widened t o  
t w e l v e  f e e t .  On modern h igh-speed  l i n e s ,  t h e  d i s t a n c e  between 
t r a c k s  i s  t h i r t e e n  t o  f i f t e e n  f e e t .  Modern p a s s e n g e r  c a r s  a r e  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t e n  f e e t  wide.  S e e  George L. Vose,  Handbook o f  
R a i l r o a d  C o n s t r u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  Use o f  American E n g i n e e r s  (Bos ton  a z  ---- 
Cambridge: James Munroe and company, 1 8 5 7 ) .  
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Orange & A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d  H o o f f ' s  . . Run B r i d g e  
A l e x a n d r i a ,  VA 

STATEMENT - OF SIGNIFICANCE ( c o n t i n u e d )  

West a s  G l a d d e n ' s  Run. Hooff was a  b u t c h e r  who o p e r a t e d  opy o f  
t h e  s e v e r a l  s l a u g h t e r h o u s e s  t h a t  were  l o c a t e d  i n  West End. 

A b r i d g e  o f  some s o r t  b u i l t  by t h e  O&ARR s u r e l y  spanned  
H o o f f ' s  Run by J u l y  4 ,  1851 ,  when R i c h a r d  M a r s h a l l  S c o t t ,  o f  
nea rby  Bush H i l l ,  west o f  H o o f f ' s  Run, r e c o r d e d  i n  h i s  j o u r n a l :  

We w i t n e s s e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t o d a y ,  a  t r a i n  p a s s i n g  o v e r  
t h e  Orange  and  A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d  c a r r y i n g  a b o u t  600 p e o p l e  
who w e r e  g o i n g  on e x c u r s i o n  up t h e  r o a d  t o  B a c k l i c k ,  a  
d i s t a n c e  o f  11 m i l e s  f rom A l e x a n d r i a  and  t h e  p r e s e n t  
t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  r a i l s - -  a s  s e e n  f rom t h e  n o r t h  windows ( 6  
i n  number)  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  our  meadow w i t h  t h e i r  g a y  
p a s s e n g e r s ,  p r e f q n t e d  a  v e r y  p r e t t y  s i g h t  and t o  m e  o n e  o f  
g r e a t  i n t e r e s t .  

The 1 8 5 1  b r i d g e  was  p r o b a b l y  a  wooden t r e s t l e  o r  t r u s s  
b r i d g e ,  o r  p o s s i b l y  e v e n  a  s t o n e  b r i d g e  t h a t  p roved  
u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  i n  some way and was s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e p l a c e d .  E a r l y  
i n  i t s  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  r a i l r o a d  had a  g e n e r a l  p o l i c y  o f  e r e c t i n g  
temporary  wooden s t r u c t u r e s  a t  w a t e r  c r o s s w a y s ;  t h e  t i m b e r  
b r i d g e s  were r e b u i l t  i n  masonry d u r i n g  t h e  1850s.  Al though t h e  
b u i l d i n g  o f  a  s t r u c t u r e  a s  s u b s t a n t i a l  a s  t h i s  28-foot-wide 
b r i d g e  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  p h a s e  of t h e  Orange & A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d ,  
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Orange & A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d  E o o f f ' s  Run B r i d g e  
A l e x a n d r i a ,  VA 

STATEMENT - OF SIGNIFICANCE ( c o n t i n u e d )  

o n l y ,  f i v e  y e a r s  a f t e r  i t s  i n c o r p o r a t i o n ,  w a s  s u r e l y  a  r a r e  
o c c u r r e n c e ,  t h e  company ' s  a n n u a l  r e p o r t  documents  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  
o f  a  s t o n e  b r i d g e  p r i o r  t o  a  s t o c k h o l d e r s '  m e e t i n g  on Oc tobe r  1, 
1856.  The G e n e r a l  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  r e p o r t e d :  

The a r c h  C u l v e r t  a t  H o o f f ' s  Run h a s  been  f i n i s h e d ,  a n d  
t h e  t r e s t l e  work a t  t h e  S t h ,  6 t h ,  and  7 t h  mi les  have  
been r e p l a c e d  w i t h  c o v e r e d  c u l v e r t s  o f  s t o n e .  Bu t  a  
few p o i n t s  o f  u n f i n i s h e d  work o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  r e m a i n ,  
and a t  c o n v e n i e n t  times t h e y l 5 a n  b e  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  
masonry ,  a t  a s l i g h t  expense .  

The s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ' s  r e p o r t  a l s o  n o t e s  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
t h e  s t i l l - e x i s t i n g  " t u n n e l  a t  A l e x a n d r i a , "  l o c a t e d  n e a r b y  on 
W i l k e s  S t r e e t  be tween  Roya l  and  Lee  S t r e e t s ,  which g a v e  a c c e s s  t o  
t h e  Potomac R i v e r  d o c k s .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  t u n n e l  was a l r e a d y  i n  
o p e r a t i o n  i n  May i g 5 1 ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  i t  was t h e n  
o n l y  a n  open c u t .  

B u i l t  i n  g r a y  s a n d s t o n e  w i t h  wing w a l l s ,  t h e  1856 H o o f f ' s  
Run B r i d g e  s u r v i v e s  a s  o n l y  t h e  n o r t h e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
s t o n e - a r c h  b r i d g e .  A l though  i t s  2 8 - f o o t  w i d t h  would have  been 

1 3 ~ a n d e q r i f t ,  H.W. " R e p o r t  o f  G e n e r a l  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t , "  1 O c t .  
1956. ~ r o c e e d i n ~ s  -- o f  t h e  s e v e n t h  Annual  ~ e e i i n ~  -- o f  t h e  Orange & 
A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d  Company Held i n  A l e x a n d r i a  Oc tobe r  3 0 ,  1856, -- -- 
A l e x a n d r i a  G a z e t t e ,  1 8 5 6 ,  pp. 27-28. 

1 4 ~ h e  A l e x a n d r i a  G a z e t t e  r e p o r t e d  o n  May 6,  1851,  t h a t  t h e  
f i r s t  O&ARR l o c o m o t i v e  had been  r u n  t h e  day  b e f o r e  f rom t h e  n o r t h  
end o f  Union S t r e e t  " t o  t h e  t u n n e l  on W i l k e s  S t r e e t . "  (Quo ted  i n  
W i l k i n s o n ,  p .49 . )  
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Orange  & A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d  H o o f f ' s  Run B r i d g e  
A l e x a n d r i a ,  VA 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ( c o n t i n u e d )  - 
ample  f o r  two t r a c k s ,  t h e  b r i d g e  i n i t i a l l y  c a r r i e d  o n l y  o n e  
t r a c k .  A C i v i l  War p h o t o g r a p h  t a k e n  from t h e  roundhouse  c u p o l a  
a t  Henry S t r e e t  l o o k i n g  w e s t  shows t h e  0. S. M i l i t a r y  R a i l r o a d s  
e n g i n e s ,  c a r s ,  and s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  compr i sed  t h i s  b u s y  C i v i l  War 
r a i l  c e n t e r .  However, i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e ,  a  s i n g l e  t r a c k  a t  t h e  end  
o f  t h e  y a r d  e x t e n d s  p a s t  H o o f f ' s  Run. A U . S .  m i l i t a r y  map of  
1865 c o n f i r m s  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of  a  s i n g l e  t r a c k  as t h e  l i n e  
approached  H o o f f ' s  Run. Al though a  t rack  symbol i n  some o t h e r  
maps o f  t h e  p e r i o d  m i g h t  i n d i c a t e  m e r e l y  t h a t  a  r a i l r o a d  l i n e  
e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  l o c a t i o n  shown, t h e  d e p i c t i o n  o f  t r a c k s  i n  t h i s  
map i s  q u i t e  s p e c i f i c .  The  w i d t h  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  i s  u n u s u a l ,  
b e c a u s e  r a i l r o a d  b r i d g e s  o f  t h e  e r a  were  u s u a l l y  b u i l t  f o r  a  
s i n g l e  t r a c k  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o n s e r v e  s c a r c e  c a p i t a l ,  a n d  f u n d i n g  was 
s h o r t  f o r  t h e  O&ARR. I t  is  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e  r a i l r o a d  was 
a l l o w i n g  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  t r a c k ,  o r  
f o r  a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  y a r d ,  which s t o p p e d  j u s t  e a s t  o f  t h e  
b r i d g e  . 

I n  1870  t h e  B a l t i m o r e  and Potomac R a i l r o a d  was c h a r t e r e d  a s  
a  s u b s i d i a r y  o f  t h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a  R a i l r o a d  t o  b u i l d  a  n e w  r o u t e  
s o u t h  f rom A l e x a n d r i a .  The  l i n e  was b u i l t  n o r t h  o f  and  p a r a l l e l  
t o  t h e  O&ARR (now r e o r g a n i z e d  a n d  renamed t h e  V i r g i n i a  Midland 
R a i l r o a d ) ,  a s  i t  l e f t  A l e x a n d r i a  westward.  Fo r  t h e  new B&P l i n e ,  
a  s e p a r a t e  s t o n e  a r c h  b r i d g e  a t  H o o f f ' s  Run was b u i l t  4 2  f e e t  
n o r t h  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  s p a n .  Of t h i s  s t o n e  a r c h  b r i d g e ,  o n l y  t h e  
e a s t e r n  a b u t m e n t ,  p o r t i o n s  of  t h e  wing w a l l s ,  a n d  two c o u r s e s  o f  
t h e  a r c h  s u r v i v e .  C l o s e  a s  t h e  B&P and t h e  V i r g i n i a  Midland were 
t o  e a c h  o t h e r ,  e a c h  r a i l r o a d  m a i n t a i n e d  i t s  own s i n g l e - t r a c k  
r o u t e s .  T h i s  f a c t  i s  c o n f i r m e d  i n  t h e  1872  Bopk ins  map, which 
names t h e  l i n e s  s e p a r a t e l y  and shows them s e t  w e l l  a p a r t  f rom 
e a c h  o t h e r ,  n o t  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r  a s  i n  a  d o u b l e - t r a c k  r a i l r o a d .  
The B&P b r i d g e  was d e m o l i s h e d  b e f o r e  1951,  s i n c e  i t  does n o t  show 
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on t h e  a e r i a l  p h o t o g r a p h  o f  t h a t  d a t e .  l5 The d e m o l i t i o n  p r o b a b l y  
o c c u r r e d  a r o u n d  1 9 4 8 ,  when a  t h i r d  b r i d g e ,  a  wooden t r e s t l e  
between t h e  two s t o n e  b r i d g e s ,  was removed. The B&P b r i d g e  and 
t h e  t r e s t l e  were s t i l l  i n  u s e  i n  1 9 0 5 ,  when a n  e x t a n t  p l o t  p l a n  
o f  t h e  H o o f f ' s  Run a r e a  was drawn. 

The S a n b o r n  maps c o n s u l t e d  show o n l y  two t r a c k s  i n  t h e  1885 ,  
1891 ,  1896 ,  1 9 0 2 ,  1907 ,  1912,  and  1 9 2 1  e d i t i o n s ,  b u t  s i n c e  i t  i s  
known f rom t h e  p l o t  p l a n  t h a t  t h e r e  were f i v e  t r a c k s  i n  a l l  by 
1905,  i t  may b e  assumed t h a t  t h e  b a s e  map f o r  t h e  r a i l r o a d  was 
n o t  r e v i s e d ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  d e p i c t e d  were .  The 1931  
Sanborn  map shows f o u r  t r a c k s  and  t h e  1940 shows f i v e  t r a c k s .  

The o r i g i n a l  s t o n e - a r c h  O&ARR b r i d g e  was widened t o  
accommodate o n e  new t r a c k  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  a t  
a n  unknown d a t e  be tween  1885 and 1895 .  The s i x t e e n - f o o t - w i d e  
a d d i t i o n  f i r s t  shows c o n c l u s i v e l y  o n  a  1 9 0 5  p l o t  p l a n  o f  t h e  
B o o f f ' s  Run a r e a  a n d  was b u i l t  b e f o r e  a  pos t -1907 map t h a t  shows 
a  t o t a l  of  f i v e  t r a c k s .  A 1916 I n t e r s t a t e  Commerce Commission 
v a l u a t i o n  r e f e r s  t o  b o t h  s e c t i o n s ,  c a l l i n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s e c t i o n  
p r o b a b l y  o r i g i n a l  a n d  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s i x t e e n - f o o t  a d d i t i o n  
" p r o b a b l y  25  y e a r s  o l d , "  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  i t  had  n o t  been  r e c e n t l y  
c o n s t r u c t e d .  

P h y s i c a l  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  a d d i t i o n  i s  r e v e a l e d  i n  t h e  j o i n t  
be tween t h e  two s e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  s o f f i t  o f  t h e  a r c h  v a u l t .  The 
a d d i t i o n  was b u i l t  w i t h  a  b a s e  o f  r e d ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  g r a y ,  
s a n d s t o n e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  b r i ckwork  i n s i d e  t h e  a r c h  v a u l t  i t s e l f  i s  
s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

15E ' a i r ch i ld  A e r i a l  S u r v e y s ,  I n c .  P h o t o s  i n  C i t y  o f  A l e x a n d r i a  
E n g i n e e r i n g  O f f i c e .  
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STATEMENT - OF SIGNIFICANCE ( c o n t i n u e d )  

The e s t i m a t e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e  o f  1885-1895 f o r  t h e  
V I r g i n i a  Midland B r i d g e  i s  s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  1 9 0 5  p l o t  p l a n ,  which 
shows t h e  t r e s t l e  added  t o  t h e  n o r t h  f a c e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  masonry c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  a d d i t i o n  
is  t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  when t h e  u s e  o f  s t o n e -  
a r c h  b r i d g e s  f o r  r a i l r o a d s  was renewed a f t e r  a  h i a t u s  i n  b u i l d i n g  
such  b r i d g e s .  The V i r g i n i a  Midland R a i l r o a d  l a t e r  became t h e  
Washington  S o u t h e r n  R a i l w a y ,  t h e n  t h e  S o u t h e r n  Ra i lway ,  and 
f i n a l l y  t h e  N o r f o l k  S o u t h e r n .  T h i s  c h a n g i n g  list o f  t i t l e s  
c h a r t s  t h e  d e s c e n t  o f  r a i l r o a d  company names down t o  t h e  y e a r  
1990,  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  r emova l  o f  t h e  l a s t  two t r a c k s .  One o f  
t h e s e  t r a c k s  r e s t e d  o n  t h e  a d d i t i o n  and  had a s w i t c h  a t  i t s  w e s t  
end l e a d i n g  o f f  t o  t h e  newer S o u t h e r n  R a i l w a y s  s h o p s  and  
roundhouse.  

The f i n a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  complex, t h e  wooden, seven-  
b e n t  t r e s t l e ,  was e r e c t e d  a d j o i n i n g  t h e  n o r t h  f a c e  o f  t h e  1856 
b r i d g e  o n  t o p  o f  i t s  wing  w a l l s ,  a s  n o t e d  i n  t h e  1916  I.C.C. 
v a l u a t i o n  and  i n d i c a t e d  g r a p h i c a l l y  on t h e  1 9 0 5  p l o t  p l a n  o f  t h e  
run.  A c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e  c a .  1895-1905 may b e  assumed f o r  t h e  
t r e s t l e ,  a s  i t  i s  presumed t o  have  been  b u i l t  a f t e r  t h e  s t o n e -  
a r c h  a d d i t i o n .  The s tonework  o f  t h e  a r c h  s p a n d r e l  and wing w a l l s  
of  t h e  1856 b r i d g e  shows d i s t u r b a n c e  i n d i c a t i n g  r e b u i l d i n g  i n  
t h i s  a r e a ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of  a n  e i g h t e e n - i n c h  c o n c r e t e  
beam p a r a p e t  t o  t h e  b r i d g e .  The t r e s t l e  was removed a b o u t  1948. 
It was n o t e d  i n  t h e  v a l u a t i o n  document t h a t  y e a r  a s  " r e t i r e d , "  
and i t s  v a l u e  was s u b t r a c t e d  f rom t h e  r a i l r o a d ' s  a s s e t s .  

The H o o f f ' s  Run B r i d g e  i s  t h e  o l d e s t  b r i d g e  o r  c u l v e r t  ( a  
s m a l l  s p a n  s t r u c t u r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  c a r r y  a  t r a c k  o v e r  a  waterway)  
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s u r v i v i n g  i n  A l e x a n d r i a .  l6 Another  s t o n e  b r i d g e  t h a t  o n c e  
c r o s s e d  H o o f f ' s  Run a t  Duke S t r e e t  is n o  l o n g e r  e x t a n t .  The 
e x i s t i n g  b r i d g e  a n d  t h e  W i l k e s  S t r e e t  T u n n e l  a r e  t h e  o n l y  two 
s t r u c t u r e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  Orange & A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d  which 
e x i s t  i n  A l e x a n d r i a  t o d a y .  

The r a i l r o a d  p r o b a b l y  d i d  n o t  expand i t s  t r a c k s  t o  t h e  s o u t h  
b e c a u s e  t o  t h e  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  o f  two c e m e t e r i e s .  The H o o f f ' s  
Run B r i d g e  s i t e  a d j o i n s  b o t h  t h e  A l e x a n d r i a  N a t i o n a l  ( S o l d i e r s ' )  
Cemetery,  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1862,  on  t h e  e a s t e r n  bank o f  H o o f f ' s  Run 
and t h e  Black  B a p t i s t  Cemetery on  Hol l and  Lane, begun i n  1885 on 
t h e  w e s t e r n  edge  o f  t h e  stream. The s o u t h e a s t e r n  wing w a l l  of  
t h e  i n t a c t  two-pa r t  s t o n e  b r i d g e  j o i n s  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Cemetery 
w a l l ,  which r e p l a c e d  a n  e a r l y  wood f e n c e  i n  1871. The N a t i o n a l  
Cemetery h a s  been d e c l a r e d  e l i g i b l e  f o r  n o m i n a t i o n  t o  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s .  

The B o o f f ' s  Run B r i d g e  h a s  been  c a l l e d  "a ra re  s u r v i v o r  i n  
America" by G .  Gray F i t z s i m o n s ,  H i s t o r i c  American E n g i n e e r i n g  
Record,  N a t i o n a l  Pa rk  S e r v i c e .  I t  e x e m p l i f i e s  t h e  development  o f  
r a i l r o a d  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  f rom t h e  p i o n e e r i n g  y e a r s  o f  V i r g i n i a ' s  
f i r s t  r a i l r o a d s  i n t o  t h e  a c t i v e  p o s t - b e l l u m  e x p a n s i o n i s t  e r a .  
When viewed i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  cemeteries and H o o f f ' s  Run, 
t h e  b r i d g e  u n i f i e s  and  enhances  t h i s  p a s t o r a l  s e t t i n g  a t  t h e  edge  
o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  town of  A l e x a n d r i a .  

1 6 ~ & ~ ~  B r i d g e  L i s t .  
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Orange & A l e x a n d r i a  R a i l r o a d  A o o f f ' s  Run B r i d g e  . . 
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B i b l i o g r a p h y  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

i n  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  W i l l i a m  F r a n c i s  Smi th ,  A l e x a n d r i a ,  Va. ( P u b l i s h e d  
a s  P l a t e  No. 1 0 7 ,  R u s s e l l ' s  C i v i l  - War P h o t o g r a p h s ,  Dover 
P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  I n c . ,  1 9 8 2 ) .  T h i s  v iew west o f  t h e  roundhousese 
shows t h e  s i n g l e  t r a c k  and  r a i l w a y  embankment o v e r  H o o f f ' s  Run; 
d a t e d  c a .  1862-65..  

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA - 
D e s c r i p t i o n  - o f  Boundary 

The boundary  is b a s e d  on t h e  c e n t e r  l i n e  o f  H o o f f ' s  Run. From a  
p o i n t  8 0 '  n o r t h e a s t  a l o n g  t h e  c e n t e r  l i n e  o f  H o o f f ' s  Run from t h e  
n o r t h  f a c e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e ,  t h e  n o r t h  boundary  e x t e n d s  p e r p e n d i c u l a r  
t o  t h e  c e n t e r  l i n e  40 '  n o r t h w e s t  and 40 '  s o u t h e a s t .  From t h e  
n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r ,  t h e  e a s t  boundary  e x t e n d s  s o u t h w e s t  40 '  e a s t  o f  
t h e  c e n t e r  l i n e  o f  H o o f f ' s  Run, measured  p e r p e n d i c u l a r  t o  t h e  
c e n t e r  l i n e ,  t o  t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  o f  t h e  A l e x a n d r i a  N a t i o n a l  Cemetery ,  
t h e n c e  west a l o n g  t h e  w a l l  t o  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  of  t h e  ceme te ry  
w a l l ,  t h e n c e  s o u t h w e s t  a l o n g  t h e  ceme te ry  w a l l  t o  a  p o i n t  40' s o u t h  
o f  t h e  s o u t h  f a c e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e ,  measured a l o n g  t h e  c e n t e r  l i n e .  
The s o u t h  boundary  e x t e n d s  n o r t h w e s t  f rom t h e  ceme te ry  w a l l  
p e r p e n d i c u l a r  t o  t h e  H o o f f ' s  Run c e n t e r  l i n e  and 40 '  s o u t h  of  t h e  
s o u t h  f a c e  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  t o  a  p o i n t  40 '  w e s t  o f  s a i d  c e n t e r  l i n e .  
The w e s t  boundary  e x t e n d s  n o r t h e a s t  f rom t h i s  p o i n t  i n  a  l i n e  40 '  
west o f  t h e  c e n t e r  l i n e  o f  B o o f f ' s  Run, measured  p e r p e n d i c u l a r  t o  
t h e  c e n t e r  l i n e ,  t o  a  c o r n e r  w i t h  t h e  n o r t h  boundary .  T h i s  
boundary i s  shown on t h e  a t t a c h e d  "Map o f  Orange and  A l e x a n d r i a  
R a i l r o a d  H o o f f ' s  Run B r i d g e ,  A l e x a n d r i a ,  VA,"  by J .  C .  Massey, 
1993. 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

S i n c e  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  have been  removed from t h e  b r i d g e ,  and 
t h e r e  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  r a i l r o a d  y a r d  and  s h o p  f a c i l i t i e s  t h a t  f o r m e r l y  
e x i s t e d  b o t h  e a s t  and w e s t  of  t h e  b r i d g e ,  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  have been  
drawn a s  a  s i m p l e  p a r a l l e l o g r a m  e n c l o s i n g  t h e  b r i d g e ,  wing w a l l s ,  
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA ( c o n t i n u e d )  - 
and t h e  1872 abu tmen t .  The p a r a l l e l o g r a m  is b a s e d  on t h e  c e n t e r  

l i n e  o f  H o o f f ' s  Run, w i t h  4 0 '  on e a c h  s i d e  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  l i n e  and  
e x t e n d i n g  80' n o r t h  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  1872 abu tmen t  and 
4 0 '  s o u t h  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  e x c e p t i n g  a  s m a l l  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  A l e x a n d r i a  
N a t i o n a l  Cemetery  a s  d e f i n e d  by i t s  s t o n e  w a l l s ,  which h a s  t h e  
s e p a r a t e l y  b e e n  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  b e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
R e g i s t e r .  The  a r e a  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  b r i d g e  p r o p e r t y  c o n s i s t s  o f  
open s p a c e  a n d  a  modern deve lopmen t  o f  commerc ia l  b u i l d i n g s .  The 
q u a d r a n t  g e n e r a l l y  s o u t h w e s t  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  h a s  b e e n  s e l e c t e d  by t h e  
c i t y  a s  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  A l e x a n d r i a  A f r i c a n  Americqn A e r i t a g e  P a r k ,  

' and t h e  f o r m e r  r a i l r o a d  r igh t -of -way w i l l  b e  p r o t e c t e d  f rom 
b u i l d i n g  o n  b o t h  e a s t  and wes t .  
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ORANGE & ALEXANDRIA RAILROAD HOOFF'S RUN BRIDGE 
Alexandria, Virginia 

VDHR File Number: 100-1 49 
NEGATIVE NO.: 19450 

All Photographs by Al Cox, September 2001 

All negatives are stored in the archives of the Department of Historic Resources in hchmond, 
Virginia. 

VIEW OF: 1856 bridge looking south 
PHOTO 1 of 4 

VIEW OF: 1885 bridge looking north 
PHOTO 2 of 4 

VIEW OF: Joint between 1856 bridge and 1885 
addition looking east 
PHOTO 3 of 4 

VIEW OF: 1872 abutment looking southeast 
PHOTO 4 of 4 






