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I. Name 
historic P res iden t  Gerald R. Ford, J r .  , House 

and.or common 

2. Location 
street a number 514 Crown View D r i ve  

.- - not tor publication 

city, town A1 exandr i  a 
-. vicinity of 

state V i r g i n i a  code county code 

3. Classification - - 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- district - public 2 occupied - agriculture - museum 
X buildingfs) private - unoccupied - commercial - park 
- structure - both - work in progress - educational private residence 
- site Publ ic Acquisi t ion Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object - in process - yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- being considered yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
X - no - military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Moussa Moaadel 

street & number 10240 A r i  zona C i r c l e  

citv. town B e t h e ~ d a  -- vicinity of state Mary1 and 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. A1 exand r i  a C i  ty Ha 1 1 

street & number 301 King S t r e e t  
- . . - - - - 

citv. town A1 exandr i  a state V i r ~ i n i a  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

date - - - - - - - - - - - - - -. . 

has thls property been determined eligible? --- yes no . -  --- -- - . - - . 

-- federal state county - local 
- . A -- 

depositary for survey records 
- - -.. ----- - .  ---. - - -- -. - 

city, town --- - 
state . . . - - - - - . - - - - - - .- - .- 



7. Description - 
Condition Chock on. Chock one 
- excelknt - daterlorated - unaltered 5- ortgtnal s~te 
1 9 - d  - NIN - altered -. moved date - - -_  - - - 
- falr - unoXpOnd 

- - . -. -- - - -. - - - . . - -. - 
Doecrib. tho prosont and original (If known) physical appoaranco 

The Gerald R. Ford,  Jr., house  on Crown View Drive  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  a n  upper middle- 
class r e s i d e n t i a l  development of  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  homes i n  a  suburb  of  Washington,  
D. C. It c o n s i s t s  of  a  r e c t a n g u l a r  2 - s to ry  main b l o c k  w i t h  a  two-s tory  e x t e n s i o n  
a t  t h e  e a s t  s i d e  b u i l t  t o  house a  g a r a g e  and t h e  master bedroom, and a one-s tory  
e x t e n s i o n  i n  t h e  middle  of t h e  r e a r  e l e v a t i o n .  The e x t e r i o r  is faced  w i t h  
b r i c k ,  e x c e p t  f o r  wooden s i d i n g  on t h e  second f l o o r  f r o n t  and on t h e  g a b l e  of  
t h e  rear e x t e n s i o n .  I n  t h e  house a r e  7 rooms, 2  and 213 b a t h s ,  and a f i n i s h e d  
basement room. 

When t h e  Fords  had t h e  house b u i l t  and moved i n t o  i t  i n  1955,  t h e i r s  was t h e  
second house on t h e  b lock .1  The Fords  themselves  a r ranged  f o r  a b u i l d e r  t o  
c o n s t r u c t  t h e  house  and reviewed f l o o r p l a n s  f o r  i t .  P r e s i d e n t  Ford h a s  c r e d i t e d  
Mr. V i k t o r s  P u r i n s  o f  Grand Rap ids ,  Michigan,  w i t h  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  house.2 
Mrs. Ford was u n s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  l andscap ing  provided b y  t h e  b u i l d e r ,  and 
upon c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  t h e  h o u s e ,  s h e  saw t o  much of t h e  lawn and g a r d e n  work.3 
I n  1961. t h e  Fords  i n s t a l l e d  a  20- x 40- f o o t  swinnning p o o l ,  which t h e  P r e s i d e n t  
enjoyed r e g u l a r l y .  

When M r .  Ford became Vice P r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  i n s t a l l e d  a  "Command 
Pos t "  i n  t h e  g a r a g e  of  t h e  house ,  and made a  number of  r e l a t e d  changes.  These 
i n c l u d e d  : 

- b r i c k i n g  up of  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  g a r a g e  and i n s t a l l a t i o n  of  a  bay  
window i n  t h e  former  e n t r a n c e  as a n  o b s e r v a t i o n  p o i n t ;  

- removal of  a g a r a g e  window and rep lacement  of  t h a t  window w i t h  a n  e n t r a n c e  
f o r  S e c r e t  S e r v i c e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  Command P o s t ;  

- i n s t a l l a t i o n  of  a  h a l f - b a t h ,  c l o s e t ,  and p a r t i t i o n  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e / s q u a d  
room of  t h e  Command P o s t ,  and o f  a s i n k / s t o v e / r e f r i g e r a t o r  combinat ion;  

- i n s t a l l a t i o n  of  sound-proofing f o r  t h e  Command P o s t ;  

- i n s t a l l a t i o n  of equipment needed f o r  v a r i o u s  p r o t e c t i v e  equipment ,  i n c l u d i n z  
f i r e ,  smoke, and r a d i a t i o n  d e t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s ,  which were connected t o  a 
c o n t r o l  c o n s o l e  i n  t h e  Command P o s t ;  

1. B e t t y  Ford w i t h  C h r i s  Chase,  The Times of My L i f e  (New York: B a l l a n t i n e  
Books, 1978,  1979) ,  pp. 84-5. 

2 .  Gerald R. Ford t o  V i k t o r s  P u r i n s ,  October 25 ,  1974, f o l d e r  "PP 13-5.-2 Homes- 
A l e x a n d r i a ,  Va.," White House C e n t r a l  F i l e s ,  Gerald  R. Ford L i b r a r y ,  Ann Arbor,  
Michigan. 

3 .  B e t t y  Ford,  Times o f  My L i f e ,  p. 85. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Signif/~anco-Ch.ck and iuitifv bolow 
~ ~ 

.- prehlstork . .: 8rthWligy-prehistoric . c~mmunityblannin~ landscepe architecture roligion 
1400-1499 -- Nch.ology-historic , connw8tlon . . , , .2 ,$w . ~ science 

. . ~ ~ I s ~ ~ - , ~ ~ w . ' .  .:-*r - -  .. - ..-.u6nam13fi . Ilterature 
. . sculpture 

-- 1-16P9 W a c ,  , :r.;,.*e military . ~ . .  
. - 1 7 ~ 1 7 d "  : .- .r( " - . SOCi8li 

enginwrlng . . - music humanitarian 
-- 1800-1899 - commerce exploration settlement - philosophy -- theater 
X 1900- . communications tndustry X Politlcs government - transportation 

invention . - othor (specify) 
~ - . .. . - --. . . . - - ~ -~ 

Specific dates 1955-74 -~ ~ Iluilder . ~ .  Architect Viktors  Purins 
- - .. ~ - .. . .- .. 

Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

Gerald R. Ford. Jr., and h i s  family l i ved  a t  514 Crown View Drive, Alexandria,  
V i rg in i a ,  from the  time of t h e i r  house's cons t ruc t ion  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  Fords 
moved i n t o  the  White House on August 19, 1974. t e n  days a f t e r  M r .  Ford took the  
oa th  of o f f i c e  a s  Pres ident  of t h e  United S ta t e s .  During t h i s  per iod ,  M r .  Ford 
senred a s  Representat ive of the  5 t h  d i s t r i c t  of Michigan i n  t h e  U. S. Congress, 
a s  House Minori ty Leader, and a s  Vice Pres ident  of the  United S ta t e s .  Though 
from 1950 t o  1979 t h e  Fords owned a house a t  1624 Sherman S t r e e t  i n  Grand 
Rapids i n  order  t o  maintain res idence  i n  M r .  Ford's home d i s t r i c t ,  the  Alexan- 
d r i a  house became the  fami ly ' s  primary home. 

While l i v i n g  i n  t h i s  house, t h e  f u t u r e  Pres ident  e s t ab l i shed  himself a s  a long- 
s tanding l eade r  i n  the  Congress, bu i ld ing  up the r e p u t a t i o n  t h a t  even tua l ly  
led  t o  h i s  confirmation as Vice President .  The house r ep resen t s  b o t h  the  
economic and s o c i a l  circumstances of the Fords' l i f e  through a nineteen-year 
period when Ford's Congressional ca ree r  and the  Ford c h i l d r e n  were bo th  maturing. 
Since the  Fords had the  house b u i l t  f o r  them, t h e  house a l s o  evidences the 
q u a l i t y  of t h e i r  domestic l i f e  and arrangements i n  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i r e c t  way. 

FAMILY LIFE 

M r .  and Mrs. Ford moved t o  Washington a f t e r  he was e l e c t e d  t.0 Congress i n  1948. 
They l ived  i n  two apartments be fo re  moving t o  Crown View Drive. The f i r s t  was 
a t  2500 Q S t r e e t  i n  Georgetown. The second, where they moved a f t e r  the  b i r t h  
of t h e i r  f i r s t  c h i l d ,  Mike, i n  1950, was i n  a complex of b u i l d i n g s  i n  Virg in ia  
known a s  Pa rk fa i r f ax .  They moved t h e r e  s o  t h a t  the  c h i l d  would have a b e t t e r  
environment f o r  play. Around the  time of the a r r i v a l  of a second son, Jack ,  
the  Fords considered buying a house. Mrs. Ford f e l t  t h a t  t h e  apartment was 
cramped, and "a l so ,  I thought i t  would be b e s t  f o r  Mike, now t h a t  he was reaching 
grammar-school age ,  i f  we s e t t l e d  i n  one place. J e r r y  was not  going home t o  
Michigan, t h a t  was obvious. He planned t o  s t a y  i n  ~ o n g r e s s 3  This  cont ras ted  
with e a r l i e r  yea r s ,  when the  family spent  s u b s t a n t i a l  per iods  i n  Grand Rapids, 
and Mike at tended a k indergar ten  there.8 The house a t  Crown View Drive thus 
was an important p a r t  of the  development of a s t a b l e  community and family l i f e  

7. Bet ty Ford, Times-of My L i f e ,  p. 84. 

8. M., p. 79. 
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Verbal boundary doscr ipt ion and  just i f icat ion 
House and Lot  4, Block 3, Sect ion 4, Clover; boundaries i nc lude  t h e  house and l o t  owned 
by Gerald R. Ford, J r .  

- - -- - - 

List e l l  s tates and count ies for propert ies ovmrlspping s ta te  or county boundaries 

state code county code - 

state code county code 

1 1. Form Prepared By 

nameititre Laura J. F e l l e r ,  h i s t o r i a n  - - - - - -. - - - 
organization Nat ional  Park Service, H i  s t o r y  D i v i s i o n  date February. 19, 1985 

street &number 1100 L S t ree t ,  N. W. - telephone (202) 343-8167 -- 

city or town Washington, D. C. state 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- nationsi -. state - local -- . ~- -- 
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
6651, i hereby nominate this property lor inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Natlonal Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Olficer signature -~ -. - ~- - . -- . - - - 

,I+I. date 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certity that this property is included in the National Register 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 
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I n  a d d i t i o n ,  the  Fords'  driveway was a l t e r e d  t o  accomodate t h e  Vice Pres i -  
d e n t i a l  Lincoln. .Added t o  t h e  b i l l  f o r  t h a t  job were charges f o r  work on the  
house's b r i c k  sidewalk and f r o n t  s toop and the  b r i c k  s t e p s  t o  t h e  Secre t  
Service f a c i l i t y  .6  

The Ford house on Crown View Drive is t y p i c a l  of middle-class housing i n  the  
northern Vi rg in i a  suburbs of Washington b u i l t  during the  p a s t  t h ree  decades. 
The changes made f o r  the  Secre t  Service must have seemed e s p e c i a l l y  major and 
ob t rus ive  i n  the  Fords'  prosperous b u t  unpre tent ious  house and neighborhood 
on Crown View Drive. 

6. B i l l  from Eugene J. Cul l inane ,  Inc. ,  January 23, 1974, f o l d e r  "Vice 
P r e s i d e n t i a l  Residence (Alexandria  Home)," Of f i ce  of Legal Counsel P i l e s ,  
(1970) 1973-74, William E. Casselman, Ford Vice P r e s i d e n t i a l  Papers ,  Gerald 
R. Ford Library ,  Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
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i n  Washington f o r  t h e  Fords. Mrs. Ford a l s o  commented on the  growth of the  
family there :  

I f  I ' d  known we were going t o  have two more bab ie s ,  I ' d  have b u i l t  more 
bedrooms and more bathrooms. And i f  I ' d  even considered t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
t h a t  my l i t t l e  boys might grow up t o  be  s i x  foo t  something apiece .  I ' d  
have asked f o r  t h i cke r  wa l l s  and higher  ce i l ings .9  

POLITICAL LIFE 

Pres ident  Ford 's  c a r e e r  i n  Congress developed while  he l i ved  i n  t h e  Crown View 
Drive house. He had previous ly  served on the  Publ ic  Works Committee, and, i n  
1951, was named t o  the  House Appropriat ions Committee. I n  1963, he was 
se l ec t ed  a s  chairman of the  House Republican Conference. He w a s  permanent 
chairman of the  Republican National  Convention i n  1968 and 1972. He became 
House Minority Leader i n  1965, serv ing  i n  t h a t  capac i ty  u n t i l  he became Vice 
Pres ident  i n  1973. He was a l s o  named t o  the  Warren Commission, i nves t iga t ing  
the  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  of Pres ident  Kennedy. M r .  Ford was a t  home on Crown View 
Drive when Pres ident  Richard M. Nixon telephoned t o  t e l l  him formal ly  t h a t  he 
was Nixon's choice f o r  the  Vice Presidency. 

When Ford was confirmed a s  Vice Pres ident  i n  December, 1973, h i s  new s t a t u s  
brought changes i n  bo th  h i s  domestic and p ro fes s iona l  l i f e .  He and Mrs. 
Ford functioned a s  t h e  Vice P r e s i d e n t i a l  couple from t h e i r  home on Crown View 
Drive. Though Congress had authorized use of t h e  Admiral's ' ~ a n s i o n  a t  the  
Naval Observatory i n  Washington, D. C. ,  a s  the  o f f i c i a l  Vice P r e s i d e n t i a l  
res idence ,  the  Fords'  p repa ra t ions  f o r  moving t o  the mansion were c u t  s h o r t  
by Pres ident  Nixon's r e s i g n a t i o n  and M r .  Ford 's  assumption of t h e  o f f i c e  of 
the Presidency. I n  t h e  i n t e r i m ,  Mrs. Ford used a corner  of t h e  Crown View 
Drive master bedroom a s  her  s o c i a l  o f f i c e .  I n  a t  l e a s t  one newspaper in te rv iew,  
she expressed a personal  preference  f o r  remaining i n  her  Alexandria home, 
r a t h e r  than moving t o  t h e  Naval Observatory. lo 

Secre t  Serv ice  personnel  were, of course ,  assigned t o  the  Fords when M r .  Ford 
took o f f i c e  a s  Vice Pres ident .  The presence of t h e  Secre t  Serv ice  and of 

9. E., pp. 84-85. 

10. Newspaper c l i p p i n g ,  "Mrs. Ford : Don't Move ," Washington Star-News, 
Apr i l  5, 1974, f o l d e r  "Vice P r e s i d e n t i a l  O f f i c i a l  Residence-General," Off ice  
of Legal Counsel F i l e s :  (1970) 1973-74, William E. Casselman, Ford Vice 
P r e s i d e n t i a l  Papers ,  Gerald R. Ford Library ,  Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
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The Fords r e t a ined  ownership of the  Crown V i e w  house and rented i t  o u t ,  u n t i l  
they decided t h a t  upon leaving the  White House they would s e t t l e  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  
p a r t l y  because they f e l t  t h a t  Mrs. Ford 's  a r t h r i t i s  would improve i n  a  ho t ,  d r y  
climate. On January 13, 1977. e i g h t  days before  President  Jimmy C a r t e r ' s  
inaugurat ion.  Pres ident  Ford wrote t o  the  next owner of 514 Crown V i e w  Drive: 
"I am happy t o  hear t h a t  you w i l l  soon be the  new owner of our  Alexandria 
home.... Bet ty ,  t he  ch i ld ren ,  and I had many wonderful years  i n  t h a t  home."15 
Mrs. Ford r e f l e c t e d  l a t e r  about leaving t h e i r  home of n ine teen  years: 

For me, leaving the  White House wasn't nea r ly  so  much of a  wrench a s  
leaving our house i n  Alexandria. After  we decided we weren' t  going t o  
move back and put the  house up f o r  s a l e ,  I never went over the re  again. 
I d i d n ' t  want to. We had b u i l t  the  p lace ,  the  c h i l d r e n  had grown up t h e r e ,  
a l l  of our neighbors were f r iends .  We'd been t o  so  many block p a r t i e s  
and Fourth of Ju ly  ce leb ra t ions ,  we'd planted gardens and put i n  t r e e s .  
and I knew i f  I saw i t  again i t  would upset me. I wanted t o  th ink  of 

1 my new l i f e ,  t o  look forward. 

15. Gerald R. Ford, Jr., t o  Moussa Moaadel. January 13, 1977, f o l d e r  "PP 
13-5-2 [Homes] Alexandria. Va.," White House Cent ra l  F i l e s ,  Gerald R. Ford 
Library.  Ann Arbor. Michigan. 

16. Betty Ford, Times of My L i f e ,  p. 299. 
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Ann Arbor. Michigan. Gerald R. Ford Library. Papers of Gerald R. Ford: 
Vice P r e s i d e n t i a l  F i l e s ;  White House Central  F i l e s ;  Audiovisual Mater ia ls  
(Photographic Col lec t ions) .  

Ford, Betty, with Chris  Chase. The Times of My Life .  New York: Bal lant ine  
Books. 1978, 1979. 

Ford. b era id R., Jr. A Time t o  Heal. New York: Harper and Row and the  
Reader's Digest Associat ion,  Inc. ,  1979. 
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