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Southern seminary's main bu i ld ing ,  o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  a s  a  h o t e l ,  i s  a  

I 
v a s t  and rambling cresent-shaped s t r u c t u r e  s e t  near  the  edge o f  a promontory 
overlooking downtown Buena Vis t a  wi th  splendid views of  the  surrounding 
mountains. The b u i l d i n g ' s  emphasis on c o l o r  and t e x t u r a l  v a r i a t i o n  p lace  
i t  i n  t h e  s t y l i s t i c  ca tegory  t h a t  is  usua l ly  termed Queen Anne. However, 
the  use of  round towers w i t h  con ica l  and domical roofs  i l l u s t r a t e  a  French 
Renaissance inf luence .  

The bu i ld ings  main body i s  th ree  and a h a l f  s t o r i e s  on a  high basement. 
The main o r  f i r s t  s t o r y  i s  b r i c k  whi le  the  upper s t o r i e s  a r e  frame. The 
whole i s  covered by a s t e e p  gable  roof of s l a t e  pierced a t  va r ious  i n t e r v a l s  
by one and two-part dormers. The upper s t o r i e s  a r e  faced wi th  both c l a p -  
boarding and a v a r i e t y  of d i f f e r e n t  type wood sh ing le s .  I n  some s e c t i o n s  thr 
sh ing le s  have s t r a i g h t  edges and i n  o t h e r s  they have e i t h e r  wavy o r  rounded 
edges. The s t r u c t u r a l  frame of  t h e  bu i ld ing  i s  suggested on t h e  upper 
s t o r i e s  by a n  over lay  of  boards t h a t  a r e  painted white  t o  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  
da rk  maroon of the  clapboards and sh ing le s .  

The b u i l d i n g ' s  impressive c e n t r a l  f e a t u r e  c o n s i s t s  of  a  t h r e e  and a 
ha l f  s t o r y  c r o s s  gable  f lanked by two round towers a l s o  of br ick .  The e a s t  
tower i s  four  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t  and i s  topped by a  con ica l  roof while  the  wes: 
tower r i s e s  t o  a  he igh t  o f  f i v e  s t o r i e s  and i s  topped by a n  elongated dome 
w i t h  f i n i a l .  Wrapped about  the  t h r e e  lower s t o r i e s  of the  towers a r e  th ree -  
l e v e l  wooden g a l l e r i e s  t h a t  a r e  joined a t  the  t h i r d  s t o r y  d i r e c t l y  over  t h e  
f r o n t  door by a  pedimented a r c h  wi th  la t t ice-work  spandre ls .  The f i r s t  
l e v e l  of t h e  g a l l e r i e s  extends a c r o s s  the  bu i ld ing ' s  e n t i r e  f r o n t .  The f r o n :  
door and many of  t h e  windows i n  the  c e n t r a l  f e a t u r e  a r e  topped by rough-hewn 
semi-c i rcu lar  s tone  a rches  t h a t  g ive  t h i s  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  a  Romanesque f l avor .  

Flanking t h e  c e n t r a l  f e a t u r e  a r e  two a d d i t i o n a l  c r o s s  gables  wi th  
chamfered co rne r s  and Pa l l ad ian  windows i n  each of  t h e i r  gables .  At the  
extreme ends of t h e  b u i l d i n g  a r e  two a d d i t i o n a l  round towers; t h e  west tower 
has a  c o n i c a l  roof and the  e a t  i s  covered w i t h  a dome. The e a s t  end of t h e  
bu i ld ing  extends i n t o  a  l a r g e  rounded p r o j e c t i o n  which forms space f o r  t h e  
ballroom on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  This p r o j e c t i o n  i s  capped by a  c o n i c a l  roof 
wi th  a  f l a t  roofed l an te rn .  On the  r e a r  of the  b u i l d i n g ' s  e a s t  end i s  a 
t h r e e  and a h a l f  s t o r y  wing whose f i r s t  s t o r y  has  been hidden by a  modern 
b r i c k  add i t ion .  

The main spaces and i n t e r i o r  t r i m  of Southern Seminary's f i r s t  flmor 
have remained r e l a t i v e l y  unchanged. The publ ic  rooms and c o r r i d o r s  a r e  
l i ned  w i t h  paneled wainscot ing and have high c e i l i n g s  and doors.  Opposite 
t h e  f r o n t  door of  the  spac ious  en t r ance  h a l l  i s  a  l a r g e  but  somewhat p l a i n  
b r i ck  f i r e p l a c e .  There a r e  two p r i n c i p l e  s t a i r c a s e s ,  one i n  a  c o r r i d o r  t o  
t h e  west of  t h e  f i r e p l a c e ,  and the  o t h e r  approximately halfway down the  e a s t  
c o r r i d o r .  Both a r e  f i t t e d  up w i t h  paneled wainscot ing,  molded h a n d r a i l ,  
turned b a l u s t e r s ,  and heavy ornamented newel. Those f i r s t  f l o o r  rooms t h a t  
a r e  n o t  used a s  r ecep t ion  rooms se rve  a s  o f f i c e s  f o r  admin i s t r a t ion  and 
f acu l ty .  The o r i g i n a l  gues t  r o o m  on t h e  upper f l o o r s  now se rve  a s  dormi- 
t o r i e s  f o r  the s tudcn t s .  

The bu i ld ing  and i t 8  handsome informal ly  p lanted  grounds a r e  maintained 
i n  e x c e l l e n t  condi t ion .  
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S T A T E M E N T  OF S I G N I F I C A N C E  

The period 1889-1891 saw a g r e a t  land boom i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of 
~ i r g i n i a ' s  Shenandoah Val ley ,  a  boom which spurred much o f  the  economic 
development of  t h e  a rea .  This boom was i n  l a r g e  p a r t  brought about  by t h e  
cons t ruc t ion  through t h e  reg ion  of  the  Norfolk and Western Railroad,  t h e  
veh ic l e  t h a t  w a s  t o  make a c c e s s i b l e  t h e  a r e a ' s  a lmost  untouched n a t u r a l  
resources.  The h e a l t h f u l  c l ima te ,  b e a u t i f u l  scenery,  expanses of t imber,  
ample s t reams,  and repor ted  r i c h  d e p o s i t s  of mineral  o r e ,  thus were made 
a v a i l a b l e  t o  those who could organize  t o  take advantage of them. The boom, 
fanned by nor the rn  i n v e s t o r s ,  l o c a l  en t r ep reneur s ,  and ex t r ao rd ina ry  pro- 
motion reached tremendous propor t ions  be fo re  i t  f i n a l l y  b u r s t  a s  a  r e s u l t  of 
the  Panic of 1893. Land development companies were formed, and up and down 
t h e  r a i l r o a d  new towns were l a i d  o u t ,  and i n d u s t r i a l  s i t e s  were s e t  a s ide .  

The Buena Vista Company, headed by A .  T. Barclay was one of  t h e  f i r s t  
such companies t o  go i n t o  bus iness ,  and a s  e a r l y  a s  February, 1889, i t  was 
a b l e  t o  announce t h a t  a l l  of i t s  $600,000 c a p i t a l  s tock  had been subscribed.  
Typical  of these  development companies, one of t h e  f i r s t  bu i ld ings  i t  erectec 
was what a  l o c a l  newspaper described a s  a  "Queen Anne ~ o t e l "  on a  p l a t e a u  
overlooking t h e  town. Such v a s t  and o f t e n  l a v i s h  h o t e l s  were b u i l t  t o  
se rve  the  u s e f u l  func t ion  of a d v e r t i z i n g  t h e  company and provid ing  impress iv~ .  
and comfortable accommodations t o  v i s i t o r s  who might be p o t e n t i a l  i nves to r s .  

The Buena Vis t a  Company received a  se tback  i n  J u l y ,  1890, when a f i r e  
destoyed i ts  h o t e l .  Before the flames had d ied ,  however, Pres ident  Barclay 
telegraphed h i s  c o n t r a c t o r ,  J. P. Pet tyjohn i n  Lynchburg, "to make ar range-  
ments a t  once and c o n t r a c t  f o r  r ebu i ld ing  the  house . . ." The company 
accepted a n  ambit ious des ign  by t h e  a r c h i t e c t  S. W. Foulks of Pennsylvania,  

The r e s u l t i n g  new e d i f i c e  was indeed among the  most impressive of 
a l l  the Valley boom h o t e l s ,  and i t s  completion had t h e  des i r ed  psychological  
e f f e c t  on Bucnn Vis ta .  Within t h e  next  two yea r s ,  some 600 s t r u c t u r e s  
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Vis ta  school and a t h i r d  school  i n  Alderson, West Virg in ia .  By 1907 t h e  
Bowling Green school  had c losed  and t h e  Buena Vis t a  school  became Southern 
Seminary's main i n s t i t u t i o n .  Through t h e  l a t e r  guidance of t h e  Durham and 
Robey families,  Southern Seminary developed i n t o  one of  V i r g i n i a ' s  leading  
prepara tory  schools  and jun io r  co l l eges .  The i n s t i t u t i o n ' s  apprec ia t ion  and 
c a r e f u l  maintenance of t h e  h o t e l  a s  i t s  p r i n c i p a l  bu i ld ing  secured t h e  preser -  
v a t i o n  of t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r u c t u r e .  Today Southern Seminary's main bu i ld ing  
s tands  a s  one of  the  l a s t ,  i f  n o t  t h e  b e s t ,  examples of  western V i r g i n i a ' s  
"boom hote l ' '  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  
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