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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (1l known) PHYSIC AL APPEARANCE

Southern Seminary's main building, originally built as a hotel, is a
vast and rambling cresent-shaped structure set near the edge of a promontory
overlooking downtown Buena Vista with splendid views of the surrounding
mountains. The building's emphasis on color and textural variation place
it in the stylistic category that is usually termed Queen Anne. However,
the use of round towers with conical and domical roofs illustrate a French
Renaissance influence.

The buildings main body is three and a half stories on a high basement.
The main or first story is brick while the upper stories are frame. The
whole is covered by a steep gable roof of slate pierced at various intervals
by one and two-part dormers. The upper stories are faced with both clap-

shingles have straight edges and in others they have either wavy or rounded
edges. The structural frame of the building is suggested on the upper
stories by an overlay of boards that are painted white to contrast with the
dark maroon of the clapboards and shingles.

The building's impressive central feature consists of a three and a
half story cross gable flanked by two round towers alsc of brick. The east
tower is four stories in height and is topped by a conical roof while the wes
tower rises to a height of five stories and is topped by an elongated dome
with finial. Wrapped about the three lower stories of the towers are three-
level wooden galleries that are joined at the third story directly over the
front door by a pedimented arch with lattice-work spandrels. The first

door and many of the windows in the central feature are topped by rough-hewn
semi~circular stone arches that give this center section a Romanesque flavor.

Flanking the central feature are two additional cross gables with
chamfered corners and Palladian windows in each of their gables. At the
extreme ends of the building are two additional round towers; the west tower
has a conical roof and the east is covered with a dome. The east end of the
building extends into a large rounded projection which forms space for the
baliroom on the first floorx. This projection is capped by a conical roof
with a flat roofed lantern. On the rear of the building's east end is a
three and a half story wing whose first story has been hidden by a modern
brick addition,

The main spaces and interior trim of Southern Seminary's first fléox
have remained relatively unchanged. The public rooms and corridors are
lined with paneled wainscoting and have high ceilings and doors, Opposite
the front door of the spacious entrance hall is a large but somewhat plain
brick fireplace. There are two principle staircases, one in a corridor to
the west of the fireplace, and the other approximately halfway down the east
corridor. Both are fitted up with paneled wainscoting, molded handrail,
turned balusters, and heavy ornamented newel. Those first floor rooms that
are not used as reception rooms serve as offices for administration and
faculty. The original guest rooms om the upper floors now serve as dormi-
tories for the students.

The building and ite handsome informally planted grounds are waintained
in excellent condition.

boarding and a variety of different type wood shingles. In some sections the

level of the galleries extends across the building's entire front. The front
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STATEMENT OF BIGNIFICANCE

The period 1889-1891 saw a great land boom in the eastern part of
Virginia's Shenandoah Valley, a boom which spurred much of the economic
development of the area. This boom was in large part brought about by the
construction through the region of the Norfolk and Western Railroad, the
vehicle that was to make accessible the area's almost untouched natural
resources. The healthful climate, beautiful scenery, expanses of timber,
ample streams, and reported rich deposits of mineral ore, thus were made
available to those who could organize to take advantage of them. The boon,
fanned by northern investors, local entrepreneurs, and extraordinary pro-
motion reached tremendous proportions before it finally burst as a result of
the Panic of 1893. land development companies were formed, and up and down
the railroad new towns were laid out, and industrial sites were set aside,

The Buena Vista Company, headed by A. T. Barclay was one of the first
such companies to go into business, and as early as February, 1889, it was
able to announce that all of its $600,000 capital stock had been subscribed.
Typical of these development companies, one of the first buildings it erecte?
was what a local newspaper described as a '"Queen Anne Hotel" on a plateau
overlooking the town. Such vast and often lavish hotels were built to
serve the useful function of advertizing the company and providing impressiv%
and comfortable accommodations to visitors who might be potential investors.
The Buena Vista Company received a setback in July, 1890, when a fire
destoyed its hotel. Before the flames had died, however, President Barclay
telegraphed his contractor, J., P, Pettyjohn in Lynchburg, ''to make arrange-
ments at once and contract for rebuilding the house . . ." The company
accepted an ambitious design by the architect S. W. Foulks of Pennsylvania,
assembled several hundred thousand bricks at the site, and planned to. put "o
hundred and fifty hands' to work immediately. Officials predicted that the
new building would be "one of the most rapidly built, as well as one of the
most substantizl and beautiful structures of modern times."
The resulting new edifice was indeed among the most impressive of
all the Valley boom hotels, and its completion had the desired psychological
effect on Buena Vista. Within the next two years, some 600 structures
including dwellings, churches, stores, and other buildings had been completed
Just before the hotel opened, however, it was sold by the Buena Vista Com-
pany to a group of private ianvestors, Following the Panic of 1893 which
forced its closing, the hotel was bought by Dr. Edgar H. Rowe, Dr. Rowe
was a Methodist Minister who operated the Bowling Green Female Academy,
founded in Caroline County in 1867 by his sister-in-law, Alice Scott Chandled
In 1901 Dr., Rowe opened a branch of the school in the Buena Vista hotel
%uilding. With the opening of this school Dr. Rowe formed the Southern

(Seminazy.Systom-of Schools which consisted.of the Bowling Green Schoel, the By
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Vista school and a third school in Alderson, West Virginia. By 1907 the
Bowling Green school had closed and the Buena Vista school became Southern
Seminary's main institutionm. Through the later guidance of the Durham and
Robey families, Southern Seminary developed into one of Virginia's leading
preparatory schools and junior colleges. The institution's appreciation and
careful maintenance of the hotel as its principal building secured the preser-
vation of this significant structure. Today Southern Seminary's main building

stands as one of the last, if not the best, examples of western Virginia's
"boom hotel" architecture,
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