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R ~ N ~ E  
HISTORIC 

G l e n  Maury ( P r e f e r r e d )  
AND/OR COMMON 

Paxton P lace;  E l i s h a  Paxton Place 

 LOCATION 800' W o f  c i t y  l i m i t s  o f  Buena V i s t a ;  . 3  m i l e  NE o f  S t a t e  Route 745; 
.5 m i l e  N o f  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  S t a t e  Route 745 and U n i t e d  S ta tes  

STREET & NUMBER , Route 501. 
-NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Buena ' v i s t a  VICINITY OF Sixth (M. C a l d w e l l  B u t l e r )  
STATE CODE COUNTY 

V i r r i n i a  5 1  rockb bridge 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
-DISTRICT XPUBUC -0CCU PIED 

XBUILDING(S) -PRIVATE X-UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK I N  PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS ?!.YES: RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES: UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

PRESENT USE 
A G R I C U L T U R E  --MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL . ?PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT ' -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT . -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL , -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY -OTHER: 

N A M E  

C i t y  o f  Buena V i s t a  c /o  C i t y  - Manager 
STREET& NUMBER 

M u n i c i p a l  B u i l d i n g ,  2039 Sycamore Avenue 
CITY, TOWN STATE 

Buena V i s t a  , VICINITY OF V i r g i n i a  24416 

 LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Rockbridge County Courthouse . . 
STREET & NUMBER ' 

- 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

T,p-on V i r g i n i a  2445 0 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

V i r g i n i a  H i s  t o r  ic Landmarks Commiss i o n  Survey 
- - 

DATE 

November 1971, Harch  1978 -FEDERAL XSTATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR . 
sURVEyRECoRDs V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission, 221 Governor S t r e e t  -- 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Richmond V i r g i n i a  23219 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED 

SGOOD -RUINS 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

~EUNALTERED X -0RIGINALSlTE 

A L T E R E D  -MOVED D A T F  

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
Glen Maury is s c e n i c a l l y  loca ted  on a  r o l l i n g  t r a c t  of land d i r e c t l y  across  the  

Maury River  from t h e  community of Buena Vis t a .  The b r i ck  dwelling is a  two-and-one- 
h a l f - s t o r y ,  I-house embellished wi th  p r o v i n c i a l l y  i n t e r p r e t e d  formal d e t a i l i n g  t o  g ive  
i t  a  more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  a i r  t han  the  usual  farmhouse of the  r eg ion .  

S e t  on a  high basement, t h e  f r o n t  (south)  e l e v a t i o n  is  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond 
r e t a i n i n g  a n  o l d  r e d  wash. The facade i s  dominated by a  somewhat c rude  Doric p o r t i c o  
wi th  pa i red  columns. The pediment is without  f r i e z e  o r  a r c h i t r a v e  and conta ins  a  
l u n e t t e ;  A t  t h e  second-f loor  l e v e l  is a  g a l l e r y  wi th  a  p l a in  r a i l i n g .  The main 
en t r ance  has a  handsome e l l i p t i c a l  f a n l i g h t  wi th  complementing s i d e l i g h t s  con ta in ing  tra&ery:abf $&er&d&!!idk cur&s>.:; i'si;nii'g;;l$ <;e,&ea"dod2 opgn~,A~ntd~:ttie.g~ller$ above. 

~ h e . , f i r s t - f l o o r  windows. f l ank ing  t h e  po r t i co  have 15/15 hung s a s h  wi th  stuccoed - 

e l l i p t i c a l - a r c h e d  -panels above t h e  l i n t e l s .  The v e r t i c a l  muntins nex t  t o  the  jambs a r e  
wider than  t h e  r e s t ,  g iv ing  t h e  sashes  t h e  appearance of  being a  th ree -pa r t  composition 
s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  doorways. A molded wooden co rn ice  runs t h e  length  of  t h e  facade,  and a  
molded b r i c k  co rn ice  t y p i c a l  of  Val ley  vernacular  bui ld ings  is employed on t h e  r e a r  
e l e v a t i o n  and t h e  r e a r  e l l .  

The r i v e r  ( e a s t )  e l e v a t i o n  i s  dominated by a  ca. 1900 f ive-bay,  two-story veranda 
wi th  turned wooden posts  and simple b racke t s .  A p a i r  of  l u n e t t e s  can be seen i n  t h e  e a s t  
gable  d i r e c t l y  above t h e  veranda roo f .  

t The west  e l e v a t i o n ,  l i k e  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  secondary wa l l s ,  i s  l a i d  i n  f ive-course  
American bond. I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  the  oppos i te  end, a  semi-exter ior  end chimney is used on 
t h e  west w a l l .  It i s  f lanked a t  t h e  a t t i c  l e v e l  by a  p a i r  of  s i x - l i g h t  r ec t angu la r  
casement windows. 

The two-story r e a r  e l l  p r o j e c t i n g  from t h e  r e a r  (nor th)  e l e v a t i o n  is two bays deep 
and was added ve ry  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  completion of  t h e  main p a r t  of  t h e  house. The angle  
of t h e  e l l  has been d i s f i g u r e d  by modern b r i ck  a d d i t i o n s .  Extending from the  r e a r  o f  the  
e l l  i s  a  one-story frame s t r u c t u r e  probably around f i f t y  years  o ld .  

The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  house has s u f f e r e d  no s i g n i f i c a n t  a l t e r a t i o n s  and i s  embell ished 
wi th  r i c h l y  d e t a i l e d  woodwork. Dominating the  c e n t e r  h a l l  is a n  open-well s t a i r  ascending 
a l l  the  way t o  t h e  a t t i c .  The s t a i r  has paneled spandre l s ,  sawn s c r o l l  brackets ,  a  round 
handra i l  and r ec t angu la r  b a l u s t e r s ,  two t o  a  t r e a d .  The handra i l  is ramped and eased a t  
t h e  turned newels and s p i r a l s  a t  t h e  bottom s t e p .  P a r a l l e l i n g  t h e  s t a i r  is a  pedes t a l -  
type wainscotwith paneledddo The doorways i n  the  h a l l  have f l u t e d  symmetrical a r c h i t r a v e  
t r i m  wi th  corner  b locks .  Openings i n  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  house a r e  s i m i l a r l y  t r e a t e d ,  a l -  
though t h e  a r c h i t r a v e  molding v a r i e s .  

Of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  on t h e  i n t e r i o r  a r e  t h e  r i c h l y  d e t a i l e d  mantels .  The one i n  
t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  west room has f l u t e d  engaged columns of  the  Temple of  t h e  Winds o r d e r  
suppor t ing  an e n t a b l a t u r e  w i t h  Ionic-key-type consoles  a t  e i t h e r  end o f  the  f r i e z e .  I n  
t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  f r i e z e  is  a  f l u t e d  e l l i p t i c a l  pa t e ra  f lanked by panels  with concave 
quadrant  co rne r s .  The broken co rn ice  has gouged ornaments and deeply c u t  moldings. The 
mantel i n  the  e a s t  room is s i m i l a r l y  t r e a t e d ,  a l though t h e  e n t a b l a t u r e  is supported on 
Ionic  columns, and t h e  ornaments a r e  somewhat d i f f e r e n t .  Both rooms have paneled wain- 
sco t ing ;  t h a t  i n  t h e  west room i s  decorated wi th  a  gouge-work molding. The e a s t  room has 
a  l a r g e  b u i l t - i n  cupboard next  t o  t h e  mantel.  It appears t o  be a n  o r i g i n a l  f e a t u r e ,  
a l though t h e  diamond-paned g l a s s  doors could be a  l a t e r  a l t e r a t i o n .  

(See Continuat ion Sheet  i j l )  
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
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!. . S e t  o?;.a,.r-ise,,overlooking t h e  Maury Rive:? ,Glen Maury <is  a n  e x c e l l e n ~ ~ e x a m p l e ,  ,o£ 
t h e  more . . . , -  s u b s t a n t i a l  . .  , , .  . ,  , antebel lum ~ f & m h o . u ~ e $  o f  , ~ . ? c k b ; ' i d ~ ~  ]countjf., , : ~ u j . l t  :by ~ l i s . h a  1 
Paxton, t h e  house c o n t a i n s " d i ~ t i n & i ~ h i ~ ~  but  p fov inc ia l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  . - f ea tu res  , t h a t  
suggest t h e  work of  a l o c a l  b u i l d e r .  Both the  i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r  remain i n  a good 
s t a t e  of  preserva t ion .  

Glen Maury was b u i l t  between 1830 and 1835 on land  acquired by E l i s h a  Paxton from 
the  e s t a t e  of William paxton i n  1810. Paxton f i r s t  purchased a t r a c t  o f  280 acres  which 
was enlarged through subsequent purchases. A t  t h e  time of  h i s  dea th  he owned i n  excess 
of 650 ac res .  Paxton's p r o s p e r i t y  a s  a farmer is evident  i n  t h e  f i n e  q u a l i t y  of h i s  
house. 

Bu i l t  a t  a t ime when t h e  d e l i c a t e  Federa l  s t y l e  was y i e l d i n g  t o  t h e , h e a v i e r  Greek, 
Glen Maury f e a t u r e s  d i s t i n c t i v e  but  p rov inc ia l  C l a s s i c a l  Revival a r c h i t e c t u r a l  elements.  
The i n t e r i o r  conta ins  a s e t  of outs tanding  p rov inc ia l  Adamesque mantels  i n  t h e  heavy 
s t y l e  of t h e  Valley.  The e x t e r i o r  Doric po r t i co ,  while  of C l a s s i c a l  i n s p i r a t i o n ,  l acks  
proper C l a s s i c a l  propor t ions  and d e t a i l i n g .  Its c o m p o ~ i t i o n  is sugges t ive  of  t h e  work 
of a l o c a l  Lexington b u i l d e r ,  John Jordon o r  Samuel Darst.  

The proper ty  was acquired by t h e  C i t y  o f  Buena Vis t a  i n  1971 and i s  p re sen t ly  used 
as  a campground. The house i t s e l f  is maintained but not  used. 
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7 .  DESCRIPTION 

The f i r s t - f l o o r  room i n  the  r e a r  e l l  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  t r i m  a s  wel l ,  
including a  l i n e n  press wi th  paneled doors and a  semi-c i rcular  arched doorway with 
molded keystone. An enclosed s t a i r  ascends from the  room t o  the  second f l o o r .  The 
second-floor  rooms throughout a r e  l e s s  e l abora te  but  have well-executed Federa l  
mantels and molded c h a i r  r a i l s .  

Although t h e  house i s  vacant ,  i t  i s  i n  gene ra l ly  good cond i t ion  and rece ives  
bas i c  maintenance. 

RCC 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

Glen Maury is s e t  on a  r i s e ,  and the  boundary has been drawn t o  inc lude  
the house and two ac res  surrounding i t .  The property is bounded on t h e  e a s t  
by a  p r iva te  d r i v e ,  on the  northwest by a  l i n e  p a r t i a l l y  fol lowing ttie 880' 
contour,  and on the  nor theas t  and southwest by ~ a r a l l e l  l i n e s  connect ing the  
e a s t  and northwest bounds. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
The acreage comprising t h e  Glen Maury proper ty  is bounded by l i n e  beginning a t  a poin t  
approximately 900' W of  the  Maury River  and 1700' NE of S t a t e  Route 745; thence extending 
200' SE t o  W s i d e  o f  p r i v a t e  d r ive ;  thence extending 400' S along s a i d  d r i v e ;  thence ex-  

tending 400' f u r t h e r  NE t o  s a i d  poin t  of  o r i g i n .  

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATEOR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

COOE STATE CODE COUNTY 
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ORGANIZATION DATE 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission May 1978 
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221 Governor S t r e e t  (804) ?86-3144 
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 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS 

NATIONAL- STATE 5 LOCAL - 
AS the desrgnated State Hrstorrc Presewatton Offjcer for the Natronal Htstorrc Presewatron Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nornlnate thls property for lncluslon in the Nat~onal Reglster and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
crlter~a and proce 
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