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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Glen Maury is scenically located on a rolling tract of land directly across the
Maury River from the community of Buena Vista, The brick dwelling is a two-and-one-
half-story, I-house embellished with provincially interpreted formal detailing to give
it a more sophisticated air than the usual farmhouse of the region.

Set on a high basement, the front (south) elevation is laid in Flemish bond
retaining an old red wash, The facade is dominated by a scmewhat crude Doric portico
with paired columns. The pediment is without frieze or architrave and contains a
lunette. At the second~floor level is a gallery with a plain railing. The main
entrance has a handsome elllptlcal fanlight with complementing sidelights containing
traceryof intersettiny curvesi™ A similarly tredited 'doot opens ‘éntd the’ gallery above.
The first~ .floor windows flanking the portico have 15/15 hung sash with stuccoed
elllptical -arched -panels above the lintels. The vertical muntins next to the jambs are
wider than the rest, giving the sashes the appearance of being a three-part composition
similar to the doorways. A molded wooden cornice rums the length of the facade, and a
molded brick cornice typical of Valley vernacular buildings is employed on the rear
elevation and the rear ell,

The river (east) elevation is dominated by a ca. 1900 five-bay, two-story veranda
with turned wooden posts and simple brackets. A pair of lunettes can be seen in the east
gable directly above the veranda roof. : '

The west elevation, like the rest of the secondary walls, is laid in five-course
American bond. 1In contrast to the opposite end, a semi-exterior end chimney is used on
the west wall, It is flanked at the attic level by a pair of six- 11ght rectangular
casement windows.

The two-story rear ell projecting from the rear (morth) elevation is two bays deep
and was added very shortly after the completion of the main part of the house. The angle
of the ell has been disfigured by modern brick additions. Extending from the rear of the
ell is a one-story frame structure probably around fifty years old. '

The interior of the house has suffered no significant alterations and is embellished
with richly detailed woodwork. Dominating the center hall is an open-well stair ascending
all the way to the attic. The stair has paneled spandrels, sawn scroll brackets, a round
handrail and rectangular balusters, two to a tread. The handrail is ramped and eased at
the turned newels and spirals at the bottom step. Paralleling the stair is a pedestal-
type wainscot with paneleddalo The doorways in the hall have fluted symmetrical architrave
trim with corner blocks. Openings in the rest of the house are similarly treated, al-
though the architrave molding varies.

Of particular interest on the interior are the richly detailed mantels. The one in
the first-floor west room has fluted engaged columns of the Temple of the Winds order
supporting an entablature with Ionic-key-type consoles at either end of the frieze. 1In
the center of the frieze is a fluted elliptical patera flanked by panels with concave
quadrant corners. The broken cornice has gouged ornaments and deeply cut moldings. The
mantel in the east room is similarly treated, although the entablature is supported on
Ionic columns, and the ornaments are somewhat different. Both rooms have paneled wain-
scoting; that in the west room is decorated with a gouge-work molding. The east room has
a large built-in cupboard next to the mantel. It appears to be an original feature,
although the diamond-paned glass doors could be a later alteration. :

(See Continuation Sheet #1)
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é the”ﬁaury Rlver Glen Maury is an
the more, substantlal antebellum farmhouses of Rockbrldge County.

[YER.

excellent example of
Bu11t by Elisha ;.

Paxton, the house contains dlstlngpishlng but prOVanlal archltectural features that

suggest the work of a local builder.

state of preservation.

Both the interior and exterior remain in a good

Glen Maury was built between 1830 and 1835 on land acquired by Elisha Paxton from

the estate of William Paxton in 1810,
was enlarged through subsequent purchases.
of 650 acres.

house.

Paxton first purchased a tract of 280 acres which
At the time of his death he owned in excess
Paxton's prosperity as a farmer is evident in the fine quality of his

Built at a time when the delicate Federal style was yielding to the heavier Greek,
Glen Maury features distinctive but provincial Classical Revival architectural elements.
The interior contains a set of outstanding provincial Adamesque mantels in the heavy

style of the Valley.

The exterior Doric portico, whlle of Classical inspiration, lacks

proper Classical proportions and detailing. Its composSition is suggestive of the work
of a local Lexington builder, John Jordon or Samuel Darst.

The property was acquired by the City of Buena Vista in 1971 and is presently used

as a campground,

RCGC/VDS

The house itself is maintained but not used.
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" molded keystone.

DESCRIPTION

The first-floor room in the rear ell retains its original trim as well,

including a linen press with paneled doors and a semi-circular arched doorway with
An enclosed stailr ascends from the room to the second floor. The

second-floor rooms throughout are less elaborate but have well-executed Federal
mantels and molded chair rails.
Although the house is vacant, it is in generally good condition and receives

basic maintenance.
RCC

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

Glen Maury is set on a rise, and the boundary has been drawn to include
the house and two acres surrounding it. The property is bounded on the east
by a private drive, on the northwest by a line partially following the 880’
contour, and on the northeast and southwest by parallel lines connecting the

east and northwest bounds,
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