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Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCIIIPTION 

The Bar r inge r  House i s  l o c a t e d  a t  1404 J e f f e r s o n  Park 
Avenue, nea r  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  Medical H o s p i t a l .  
B u i l t  i n  1894, Dr. Pau l  Brandon Bar r inge r  - a f a c u l t y  member 
o f  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  Medical School - moved i n t o  t he  
home around 1897. The Bar r inge r  f a m i l y ' s  first C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  
r e s i d e n c e  (1889) was on t h e  West Range o f  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  
lawn u n t i l  moving t o  t h e  Eas t  Range i n  1890. The Bar r rnger  
House exempl i f i e s  t h e  Queen Anne a r c h i t e c t u r e  popula r ized  
d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  whi le  a l s o  r e f l e c t i n g  
High Gothic V i c t o r i a n  i n f l u e n c e s .  Design d e t a i l s  such as 
t h e  e l a b o r a t e  t u r r e t  w i th  ga r l and  f r i e z e  adorn ing  t h e  c o r n i c e ,  
t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  s t y l e s  o f  windows, and Jacobian  chimneys 
a r t i c u l a t e  a n  asymmetr ical  arrangement common t o  t h e  Queen 
Anne and V i c t o r i a n  s t y l e s .  

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

f 

This  two-story r e d  b r i c k  accen ted  wi th  whi te  wood home 
i s  one o f  t h e  few examples of Queen Anne found i n  t h e  ~ h a r l o t t e s v i l l e /  
Albermarle County a r e a  - an a r e a  r i c h  i n  t h e  Fede ra l  and 
Co lon ia l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e s .  The Bar r inge r  House employs 
a  hipped s h i n g l e  r o o f ,  however, t h e  o r i g i n a l  r o o f  w a s  probably 
e i t h e r  s l a t e  o r  t i n .  Three fancy Jacobian-s ty led  chimneys 
adorn  t h e  r o o f .  Although t h e  e d i f i c e  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  a l l  
r e d  b r i c k ,  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  r e d  b r i c k  comprise t h e  body. 
Above t h e  molded b r i c k  wate r  t a b l e  one f i n d s  running  bond 
b r i c k  wi th  s t r u c k  j o i n t s 1  below t h e  water  t a b l e  one f i n d s  
lower q u a l i t y  common bond b r i c k  w i t h  r e g u l a r  j o i n t s .  A 
g r a c i o u s  s emi -c i r cu l a r  driveway l e a d s  t o  a whi te  wood po r t e -  
cochere  which ex tends  from t h e  porch-covered main en t r ance .  
Wood columns, grouped i n  t h r e e s  a t  t h e  c o r n e r s ,  suppor t  t h e  
por te-cochere .  These columns, which s t a n d  upon wood p o r t s ,  
r e v e a l  a d o r i c  i n s p i r e d  V i c t o r i a n  design.  Medall ion b locks  
adorn  t h e  unders ide  of t h e  c o r n i c e  which o u t l i n e s  t h e  f l a t  
r o o f  o f  t h e  por t -cochere .  A unique,  porch echoes  t h e  s t y l e  
o f  t h e  porte-cochere.  The porch ex tends  a c r o s s  t h e  e n t i r e  
f r o n t  of t h e  home t o  halfway around bo th  s i d e s  o f  t h e  home. 
Again, d o r i c  i n s p i r e d  columns suppor t  t h e  porch wi th  columns 
grouped i n  t h r e e s  a t  t h e  c o r n e r s  and i n  twos elsewhere.  
E n c i r c l i n g  t h e  porch i s  a wood b a l l u s t r a d e  wi th  curved wooden 
p o s t s .  The porch p r o v i d e s  s h e l t e r  t o  t h e  doorway. Made of 
t e r r a  c o t t a  s t o n e  and b r i c k ,  t h e  door i s  framed by a n  embel l ished 
a r c h  and c o n t a i n s  s e v e r a l  i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e s  such as o r i g i n a l  
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8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1 499 
1500-1 599 

- 1600-1699 

X 1700-1799 
-_ 1800-1899 
-. 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 

. . archeology-historic cunservation .. law 51: science 
X .  agriculture . -. economics . literature . .. sculpture 
. .  architecture X. education military - social1 
. art engineering . _ music humanitarian 
- commerce exploralion'settlement . . philosophy - _  theater 
. cornmt~nicalions industry . polilics.government - transportation 

invention _- other (specify) 
~ ~.. - - ~ . ~ ~.~ ~- ~ .... ~ . ~ 

Specific dates  B u i l t  1894 ' Buiider,Architect Unknown 
-. .. ~~ ... ... ... . .. ~ - ~ . . .  ... ~ 

Statement of Signif icance ( in one  paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Bar r inge r  House was D r .  Pau l  B. B a r r i n g e r ' s  f a m i l y ' s  1 
first o f f -  ounds home i n  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e .  Dr. Bar r inger  
(1857-194l$was a no ted  phys i c i an ,  s c i e n t i s t ,  execu t ive ,  and 
p u b l i s h e r ,  however, he  would p r e f e r  t o  be  remembered a s  a  
" t e a c h e r  o f  men." Enjoying h i s  p rox imi ty  t o  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  
Medical School ,  o f  which he  w a s  on f a c u l t y ,  D r .  Ba r r inge r  
encouraged medica l  s t u d e n t s  t o  v i s i t  h i s  home f r e q u e n t l y  - 
and they  w i l l i n g l y  did .  The U n i v e r s i t y  Medical School c u r r e n t l y  
owns h i s  beloved home wh i l e  ano the r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  negotiating 
t r a n s f e r  o f  ownership i n  hopes o f  i n v e s t i n g , o v e r  a h a l f  a  m i l l i o n  
d o l l a r s  i n t o  r e h a b i l i t a t i n g  t h e  home f o r  use  as a s t u d e n t  "French 
House." That  proposed purpose remains c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  D r .  B a r r i n g e r ' s  
q u e s t  f o r  t h e  advancement o f  educa t ion  and would enhance one o f  
C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ' s  b e s t  examples o f  Queen Anne s t y l e  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The Bar r inge r  f ami ly  moved t o  Char l o  t t e s v i l l e  , V i r g i n i a  
from Davidson, North Ca ro l ina  i n  1885 when D r .  Paul  Bar r inger  
jo ined the  f a c u l t y  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  as P ro fe s so r  
o f  Psychology and Materia Medica i n  t h e  Medical School from which 
he graduated.  He a c q u i r e d  t h e  l a n d  on which h i s  home was b u i l t  
i n  November, 1895 from t h e  Dawson Investment  Company i n  exchange 
f o r  f i v e  and one-half  o f  h i s  s h a r e s  o f  s t o c k  i n  t h a t  company. A 
yea r  l a t e r  he  became Chairman o f  Facu l ty  o f  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  and 
remained so  u n t i l  1903. On October 27, 1895 a d e v a s t a t i n g  f i r e  
broke o u t  which des t royed  t h e  Rotunda. Rubble b r i c k  from t h e  
Rotunda was used t o  c o n s t r u c t  a Un ive r s i t y  Dispensary,  however, 
t h e  need f o r  a f u l l  s c a l e  h o s p i t a l  w a s  s t i l l  impera t ive .  Dr. 
Ba r r inge r  r a l l i e d  much suppor t  f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n , o f  a h o s p i t a l  and 
s a w  t h e  rewards  o f  h i s  e f f o r t s  when, i n  1901, t he  first b u i l d i n g  
o f  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  H o s p i t a l ,  founded by him, w a s  completed. The 
h o s p i t a l  now c o n t a i n s  a wing which b e a r s  h i s  name and is claimed 
t o  have saved V i r g i n i a ' s  Medical School  - t h e  "capstone o f  i t s  
U n i v e r s i t y ' s  g l o r i e s . "  Upon r e t i r i n g  i n  1903, D r .  Ba r r inge r  
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b e v e l l e d  g l a s s  windows and t h e  o r i g i n a l  ornamental  b r a s s  
door handle .  The t u r r e t  and t h e  windows a r e  among t h e  most 
n o t a b l e  f e a t u r e s  o f  t he  Ba r r inge r  House. Gables and b e a u t i f u l l y  
d e t a i l e d  windows s e t  o f f  t h e  home. The first and second 
s t o r y  windows a r e  o r i g i n a l  one over  one windows w i t h  r e d  
sands tone  window sil ls  and t h e  f l a s h  glass t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  e r a .  
These windows use  c l e a r  g l a s s  a l t hough  mul t i -co lored  g l a s s  
was popular .  Above t h e  f r o n t  windows l i e  s t o n e  l e n t i l s  whi le  
b r i c k  l e n t i l s  accompany t h e  back windows. Two gabled  dormers 
w i t h  p re s sed  meta l  s h i n g l e s  adorn  t h e  f r o n t  view o f  t h e  house. 
These one over  one b e v e l l e d  g l a s s  windows c o n t a i n  a c ~ r n i c e  
deco ra t ed  wi th  a n  a p p l i e d  g a r l a n d  f r i e z e .  A two-story bay 
w i t h  double hung one over  one windows a r e  on e i t h e r  f r o n t  
c o r n e r  o f  t h e  home. A P a l l a d i a n  window w i t h  Engl i sh  Tudor 
p a i n t i n g  l a t t i c e  sits a t o p  one of t h e  bays  wh i l e  t h e  o t h e r  
bay  i s  h i g h l i g h t e d  by a turret.  The e x t e r i o r  porch o f  W e  
t u r r e t  employs columns and p i e r s  which a r e  mina tu re s  o f  t h e  
porch below. An a p p l i e d  g a r l a n d  f r i e z e ,  used on t h e  two 
dormer windows, d e c o r a t e s  t h e  t u r r e t ' s  c o r n i c e  wh i l e  a t o r c h  
s t y l e  s t o n e  o r  meta l  f i n e a l  ado rns  i ts  r o o f .  
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s e t  o u t  t o  devote  h i s  t ime t o  w r i t i n g  - p a r t i c u l a r l y  on iiegro 
problems and a g r i c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  South. H i s  r e t i r e m e n t  was 
i n t e r r u p t e d  i n  1907 when he became t h e  first p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  
A g r i c u l t u r a l  and Mechanical Col lege o f  V i r g i n i a  ( p r e s e n t l y  
VPI and SU). 2r. S a r r i n g e r  remained a t  VPI u n t i l  1912 when 
he  l e f t  t o  s e r v e  as p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  Medical 
S o c i e t y  and on a c t i v e  du ty  wi th  t he  Pub l i c  Heal th  S e r v i c e ,  
Af t e r  t h e  B a r r i n g e r s  l e f t  t h e  Ba r r inge r  House t o  l i v e  on Oakhurst 
C i r c l e ,  t he  home was bought by t h e  W i s k e l l s .  I n  1967 Doris  
D r i s k e l l  conver ted  t h e  home i n t o  apar tments .  The Un ive r s i t y  
hiedical School  Foundation purchased t h e  p r o p e r t y  i n  1981 t o  
p o s s i b l y  use  as an annex t o  t h e  b n i v e r s i t y ' s  medical  f a c i l i t i e s .  
Although t h e  home h a s  changed ownership and u s e s  s e v e r a l  t imes  wt th in  
t h e  last  c e n t u r y ,  i t  r e t a i n s  t h e  Bar r inger  name a f t e r  one o f  
C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ' s  and t h e  Un ive r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a ' s  l e a d e r s .  
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