


7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

___. excellent X_ deteriorated .____ unaitered X originat site

____good —_ruins X _ altered ___ moved date _.__ __,NZ_IL___.___._._ I
__— fair —_.. unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

S UMMARY DESCRIPTION

The Barringer House is located at 1404 Jefferson Park
Avenue, near the University of Virginia Medical Hospital,
Built in 1894, Dr. Paul Brandon Barringer - a faculty member
of the University of Virginia Medical School - moved into the
home around 1897. The Barringer family's first Charlottesville
residence (1889) was on the West Range of the University
lawn until moving to the East Range in 1890, The Barringer
House exemplifies the Queen Anne architecture popularized
during the late nineteenth century while also reflecting
High Gothic Victorian influences. Design details such as
the elaborate turret with garland frieze adorning the cornice,
three different styles of windows, and Jacobian chimneys
articulate an asymmetrical arrangement common to the Queen
Anne and Victorian styles.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

[

This two-story red brick accented with white wood home
is one of the few examples of Queen Anne found in the Charlottesville/
Alvermarle County area - an area rich in the Federal and
Colonial architectural styles. The Barringer House employs
a hipped shingle roof, however, the original roof was probably
either slate or tin. Three fancy Jacobian-styled chimneys
adorn the roof, Although the edifice is constructed of all
red brick, different types of red brick comprise the body.
Above the molded brick water table one finds running bond
brick with struck joints; below the water table one finds
lower quality common bond brick with regular joints. A
gracious semi-circular driveway leads to a white wood porte-
cochere which extends from the porch-covered main entrance,
Wood columns, grouped in threes at the corners, support the
porte-cochere. These columns, which stand upon wood ports,
reveal a doric inspired Victorian design. Medallion blocks
adorn the underside of the cornice which outlines the flat
roof of the port-cochere. A unique, porch echoes the style
of the porte-cochere. The porch extends across the entire
front of the home to halfway around both sides of the home.
Again, doric inspired columns support the porch with columns
grouped in threes at the corners and in twos elsewhere.
Encircling the porch is a wood ballustrade with curved wooden
posts. The porch provides shelter to the doorway. DMade of
terra cotta stone and brick, the door is framed by an embellished
arch and contains several interesting features such as original

(see continuation sheet #1)



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance-—Check and justify below

_.__ prehistoric . archeology-prehistoric community planning . . landscape architecture ... religion

e 1400-1498 ... archeology-historic . conservation .. law K science

.—_1500-1599 ._ _ agriculiture - . —. BCONOMICS -- literature - ... Sculpture

. 1600-1699 _& architecture X_ education . —. military -~ - social/

.. 1700-1799 . - art engineering - Music humanitarian

E_ 18001899 _ . commerce ... exploration‘settlement . philosophy — theater

——- 1800~ _.-. communications industry - politics:government  ____ transportation
_ _ invention - other (specify)

Specitic dates Bu1l‘t 1 894 ) Buuder Archltect Unknown

Statement of Signitficance lin one paragraph)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Barringer House was Dr., Paul B, Barringer's family's f
first off-grounds home in Charlottesville. Dr, Barringer
(1857-1941) was a noted physician, scientist, executive, and
publisher, however, he would prefer to be remembered as a
“"teacher of men." Enjoying his proximity to the University
Medical School, of which he was on faculty, Dr. Barringer
encouraged medical students to visit his home frequently -
and they willingly did. The University Medical School currently
owns his beloved home while another organization is negociating
transfer of ownership in hopes of investing, over a half a million
dollars into rehabilitating the home for use as a student "French
House." That proposed purpose remains consistent with Dr. Barringer's
quest for the advancement of education and would enhance one of
Charlottesville's best examples of Queen Anne style architecture.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The Barringer family moved to Charlottesville, Virginia
from Davidson, North Carolina in 1885 when Dr. Paul Barringer
Joined the faculty of the University of Virginia as Professor
of Psychology and Materia Medica in the Medical School from which
he graduated. He acquired the land on which his home was built
in November, 1895 from the Dawson Investment Company in exchange
for five and one~half of his shares of stock in that company. A
year later he became Chairman of Faculty of the University and
remained so until 1903. On October 27, 1895 a devastating fire
broke out which destroyed the Rotunda. Rubble brick from the
Rotunda was used to construct a University Dispensary, however,
the need for a full scale hospital was still imperative. Dr.
Barringer rallied much support for the creation of a hospital and
saw the rewards of his efforts when, in 1901, the first building
of the University Hospital, founded by him, was completed. The
hospital now contains a wing which bears his name and is claimed
- to have saved Virginia's Medical School - the "capstone of its
University's glories." Upon retiring in 1903, Dr. Barringer

(see continuation sheet #2)
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bevelled glass windows and the original ornamental brass

door handle. The turret and the windows are among the most
notable features of the Barringer House. Gables and beautifully
detailed windows set off the home. The first and second
story windows are original one over one windows with red
sandstone window sills and the flash glass typical of the era.
These windows use clear glass although multi-colored glass
was popular. Above the front windows lie stone lentils while
brick lentils accompany the back windows. Two gabled dormers
with pressed metal shingles adorn the front view of the house,
These one over one bevelled glass windows contain a cornice
decorated with an applied garland frieze. A two-story bay
with double hung one over one windows are on either front
corner of the home. A Palladian window with English Tudor
painting lattice sits atop one of the bays while the other
bay is highlighted by a turret. The exterior porch of the
turret employs columns and piers which are minatures of the
porch below. An applied garland frieze, used on the two
dormer windows, decorates the turret's cornice while a torch
style stone or metal fineal adorns its roof.
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set out to devote his time to writing - particularly on [Negro
problems and agriculture of the South. His retirement was
interrupted in 1907 when he became the first president of the
Agricultural and Mechanical College of Virginia (presently

VPI and SU), Dr. Barringer remained at VPI until 1912 when

he left to serve as president of the Virginia State Medical
Society and on active duty with the Public Health Service:

After the Barringers left the Barringer House to live on Oakhurst
Circle, the home was bought by the Driskells. 1In 1967 Doris
Driskell converted the home into apartments. The University
Medical School Foundation purchased the property in 1681 +to
possibly use as an annex to the University's medical faciljities.
Although the home has changed ownership and uses several times within
the last century, it retains the Barringer name after one of
Charlottesville's and the University of Virginia's leaders.
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated signiticance of this property within the state is:

— national ——. state - local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the Nationat Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property tor inclusion In the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according 1o the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

titie date

For NPS use only
) I hereby certify that this property is inciuded in the National Register

date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date
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