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L2 L8CLL DO0Ing lor dae Jellerysonian core of tne University of Virginia is

Ll a0duned, & aomed, two-story circular scructure modeled arter the Pantheoh.

Ghey ovizinai porcion o o che wullding is the brick walls; all other
SoTC vere eltier rebuill or added by Stanford White after the Iire of
~v¥3. Wailte claborated on Jeiferson's design by adding the north portico,
tue norih esplanades, and che colonnades connecting the north and south
Gsplanades.

-0 one soutn oX tne Rotunda 18 a series of grassy terraces known as the
~ewn. The Lawn is now nlanced w.oth trees, but it is believed that Jefferson
nover lucended them, D0y tl.ey obscure the architecture. On each side of the
_awn is a series of five, Iwo-sstory pavilio1s, each varying in form, and
caca displaying a different Xoman order. The pavilions are linked by one-
storvy Luscan cuiomnades, wnicua Iront the individual student rooms. All of
ca@ paviLions nave been added to or modified in some degree, but their
~ssenticl character nas been maintained. Closing the south end of the Lawn
15 Scaniord White's Cabell iell, a broad two-story building with one-story
S. Tae central portion of Cabell Hall fzatures a rfinely executed Greek
poriico w1tn a SCU?DCU:ud pedfment. Skillfully concealed behind

completed in 1952, LLQnKLna Cabell Hall and facing one another are
ther Stanford White buildings, Cocke and Rouss Halls. The design of
ildings is similar to, but less elaborate than that of Cabell Hallr
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Jarallel to the Lawn buildings are additional rows of Jeffersonian buildings
<nown as Zast and West Ranges. rLach section of the range buslaings is
Zronted vy a brick arcade. Both ranges have enlarged sections at each end
and in the middle known as 'hotels", wnica served as the original dining
hails. Like the pavilions, all the hotels have either been added to or
modified. Between the Lawn and the ranges are the professors' gardens, each
-enciosed by serpentine walls. None of Jefferson's original serpentine walls

remain; the existing walls were built between 1948 and 1965 and do not conform

to Jefferson's specificationms.

At the south end of West Range, overlooking McIntire Amphitheater is Stanforp
Wnite's Garrett Hall, a two-story brick building fronted by a pedimented Doric

portico. Overlooking the west side of the amphitheater is Minor Hall, a

nipped roofed rectangular block with a recessed two-story Ionic colonnade, apd

one-story flanking wings. On the east side of the amphitheater is the rear
of Cocke Hall. Beyond the north end of West Range is the University Chapel,
a picturesque stone Gothic scyle building with a steep gable roof and bell
tower. At the north end of East Range is Brooks Museum, a tall rectangular
two-story brick structure with ornamented stone trim. An interesting
feature of Brooks Museum is its series of keystones, each carved as a life-
size nead of a wild animal.

Tois cencralicore of the Universicy. is separated from the rest of the

it caitution by roads on all Zour sides. It elevated situation has been
ooscured Dy the construction of new buildings on the east, west, and south
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STATEMENT OF S5IGNIFICANCE

“hroughouc Thomas Jeidferson's public life it was his ambition to found a
sreat university  -one wiich could secure the democratic ioundaticns of the
young naiclon by producing educated ieaders, and one which, as Jefferson

sald, would serve as ''the future bdulwark of the human mind in this country'

-t was, however, not uncil Jeiferson was over seventy, after his retirement
irom his iong life of public service, that e found the necessary time to |
uevote to achieving nis dream. As a skilied architect, Jefferson was
aware that an institution such as he contemplated must be provided with
suitavly aignified architectural embellishment. Long before actual
construction began, he conceived the idea of an 'academical village" - a
community of scnolars living and studying in an architecturally unified
complex of buildings, With ideas and suggestions from Benjamin Latrobe
and Dr. William Thornton, Jefferson undertook the planning of this unique
community - selecting the site, and making the necessary drawings for
every building. Each functional aspect of the schoel received architectural
expression: the classrooms and professors' quarters weoe uoused in ten,
owo-story pavilions aligned on either side of an elongated terraced court
called che Lawn. Zach pavilion had its order taken from a different
example of Roman architecture, so that. the students could be exposed to theg
sest models of Classical taste. Connecting the pavilions were low
colonnades that fronted the students' cells. Outside cthis central core
Jefferson provided additional students' rooms, in arcaded 'ranges'. In
each range were three "hotels" where meals were served to small groups of
students by the hotel keepers. As a focal point for this complex, Jefferson
followed Latrobe's suggestion and placed a domed building - a scaled down
version of the Pantheon - at the head of the Lawn. This building, known
as the Rotunda, provided spaces for a library, extra classrooms, meeting
halls, exhibit room, chapel, and gymnasium.

t

Construction of the new university began following the laying of the
cornerstone in 1817, the General Assembly officially chartered the school
as the University of Virginia in 1819. The final construction of the
original scheme was achieved with the completion of the Rotunda, shortly
after Jefferson's death in 1827. Few schools owe more to their founder
than the University does to Jeifferson. Not only did he conceive the idea
of the institution, he designed all the original buildings and supervised
cnelr construction, selected the first. faculty, drew up the curriculum,
and served as the first rector of the Board of Visitors. While the
University represents a major achievement in the educational history of
Lhe country, its architectural concept and design was revolutionary.
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illlam 5. O'Neal aszoly scated that Jefferson's Scheme nas
' - } . - - . ; .
SEen 'pnlversaixy SUmirCo as one of fhe ifew undoubted architectural
masterpieces in tais couuntry'

rsily did unot change significantly in physical appearance

J O& cue nineteentn century when the Rotunda was destroyed
Llowing iis bur 135 in 1895, the aole and fashicnable Yew
-3

fae Rotunca, but oo provide addicional classroom space and an auditorium.
The decision was made ro iocate these rfacilities in three new buildings
t» be Located at zne south end of the rawn. The decision to enclose

pace was concrary co Jefferson's intention of leaving the ena of

aWil Open o & veagutiiul view or the surrounding mountains and
councryside. White's cthree new buildings - Cocke, Rouss and Cabell Halls
were sxililfuilly nhand.eq, however, and stgnd today as dignified examples
or the Neo Classic wevivali, fully worthy of their famous neighbors.

Wiite also designed IZor the University a cining hall or "Commons' located
at tie soutn end ol West Range. Completed on 1907, the Commons {now
cailed Corrett Lail) presentliy serves as the office of the University
aegistrar, and is notea for its magnificent plascerwork ceiling.
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In addition {o the Jeiferson and White structures, several other
suildings of architectural merit are located in the central core of the
cuiversicy., Chief «mong chese are the Brooks Museum and the University
Cnapel. Completed in 1876, as a natural history museum, the Brooks
Museum was designed by J. R. Thomas of Rochester, New VYrnrk, and was

built largely with funds donated to the University in 1875 by Lewis
srooks, also of Rochester. A superior example of late-nineteenth-century
arcnitecture, the building combines features of several historic styles
into an original composition.

The University Chapel was completed in 1889 with funds from many private
sources. The design of this picturesque building was inspired by the
Gothic parish churches of England. The architect of the chapel has not
been decermined.

The McIntire Amphitheater, the gift of Paul G, McInitre, was completed

in 1921, 1Its design is based on the ancient Greek theaters., Minor Hall,
dignified Neo Classicstructure on the west side of the amphitheater

was completed in 1%li for the Law School, which occupied it until 1932,

Acknowlecged as one of the most beautiful collegiate complexes in the
world, tnis assemblage of nineteenth and early-twentieth-century structur
comprises one of America's great architectural treasures.
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GEMCR, SRLALD oxoncer, U JYsZory of the Universitv of Vireipnia 1819-1919,
3 voiumes, 1920-22.
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v oseal, william 3., 2ictorial Zistory of the Universi 1ty of Virginia, 1968. |
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NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officet for the Na-
tional HHistoric Preservation Act of 1960 Public Law i
- 89.065), 1 hereby nominate this property lor inclusion i
i the National Register and certily that it has been
evalualed uccording to the criteria and procedures set L
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended ;

level of sigmificance of this nomination is;

I
! hereby certify that this property is incluced in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historié-Prééervation
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Jr. Edward P.Alexander, chairman

TrYirginia Historic iandmarks Commission

i

o

l Keeper of The National Register

- L “ Late

23S

SNOI11DO2NY¥YLsSNI



> -'ﬁ" Technology 2

TR S T
\ﬁb{_% B & ‘l_“ _

. i
SN SN vh,
i Forest,s, .= o o .
. PP ‘ . RIS
ALY ¢ ‘ T BE
e ‘|.‘_;f. L. . 7 ) bl AR L ‘ ;
: Fe N> R y o e f\ 3
S ey :‘\* “,;..OA’LO ahy o
g gﬂ"-‘jﬂ.hﬁn W g 'ﬁ .
A Sebin N,

7
s s 27307

i
PARE:

201 =S UNIV OF VEH AL
o) «\:lcm.jj-,;--.H i

AT ! L ,j-&
N / \u /‘II M4‘f. NJL?,

) \\\‘l l ?‘I)":-‘.,l )!'I\/ - ' :/. PR N, e
i s\.‘."',f?/!{}_f" A sean ™8
fillrallpn-"lyf"r\ “AStadiym -y
Planly 73" N e

-\ ‘,’ l 'I" ) h ‘l E
- R . PR R
- - LI IR .
e i Qv o
s :'\king ham'”, 5L il
1 . {5

— T

A NN e a21]
A !
e/ !

G S
J et T—
LS IR ]

Name of Property: University of Virginia
Quad Name: Charlottesville
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UTM Coordinates for Proposed
National Register District Boundaries

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing ../|
-~ AL 17 718700 4212060 W, 17 717000 . 4211000 7,51 28 00
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C. 17 719080 4212620 Y. 17 720000 4214000 ?’:Z‘?:,\«
D. 17 719580 4212230 Z. 17 720000 4211000 =2,

UTM Coordinates for
Building or Area Surveyed

’ !- d?bqllﬁlll;l N- )




- '-/_‘
&
s - v
":/ N .(‘: P 0
B > e ;
i
T T T - Cem
/ ! .
\./'J — ““»
. ‘ : -
. “‘\f ’\‘ {\,‘ . 5 -
TN, Ly - :
u.’ J ) ‘ * | THOMS.,
—— .. ' - ol e b
. 7 + ~ . . o7 T2
F I i ”, ;. i:N]JV OF ¥R
R ~ - K
el e e
. , A [ . MtJefferson
- et " . . I ¢ e YA
(‘/.f—.‘\ ;; ) o/ !‘ M‘:Cc;;m.nrw s r‘ . '
W S R -
. o . ‘».QP“"NIGW/‘-'/ \'\L ‘”"'/Z II Sco?l N
N ‘ L : . N - ; s
o Tes 4, R o \:—, L K : L Friratpee o ‘Slam'?m YA
S A A el . pueckingiam L0 Plast RETRPR ¥
- | . ] . A o :
o . Cirele™ * VA
. P 4
o
CHARLOTTESVILLE
I S W &
o P B

e

-

L= J R

1 )
AL v
- “

o

.y

/"

,/"(
quye

~_ T L A . fRama Tower
TN B [N e
- | i, yy P " s -’;‘»\\ .

- S /o / éf \\.f’- e n-Eoaa

.y —-TT
o

ATUA

¥ ielpry il -
A ey
!

A R ~ //y = U.5.G.S. 74! quadrangle (Scale:1:24000)
Lo F ¢~ Charlottesville West, Va. 1964
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