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Western Boundary: eas te rn  s i d e  of Fourth S t r ee t ;  southern boundary: the 
r e a r  property l i nes  of the l o t s  facing in to  the south s i d e  of East 
Jefferson S t r e e t  between Fourth Screei  and Sixth S t r e e t ;  easzern boundary: 
the r ea r  property l i n e s  of the  l o t s  facing onto the west  s i d e  of Park S t r ee t  
between E. Jefferson S t r ee t  and High S t r e e t ,  including 220-224 Court Square; 
northern boundary: southern s ide  of High St ree t  between Park S t r ee t  and 
Fourth S t r ee t .  



. . . . .  
17. DESCRIPTION 

1 I (Chsck One) 

I CONDITION (check One) I 

2. Levy Opera House 
Brick l a id  i n  American bond with a Flemish bond va r i an t ,  three s t o r i e  toli a71 hipped roof ,  three-bay f ron t ,  heavy en tab la ture  supported by monu- 
mental stuccoed 'p i las  t e r s  on br ick  pedestals ,  c r o s s e t t e  a rch i t raves ,  

L 

see  cont inuat ion sheet page 1. 
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0 A1tsr.d Unoltcrcd n Moved .M 0ri .qin0l  Silo -- 
OESCRnSE THE PFtESENT *ND O H l O i N A L  (11 knot"") P M Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

Situated near the cen te r  of present-day Char lo t t e sv i l l e ,  the Court 
Square preservation zone is composed of a rectangular green bounded on the 
southern and eas te rn  s ides  by s t r e e t s  l ined with detached e a r l y  and !"id-- 
nineteenth century br ick  houses and public buildings a s  wel l  a s  s t ruc tures  of 
a l a t e r  date .  Unlike the crossroads formed by the o ther  three corners of 
Court Square, the southeast  comer  included within t he  zone a t  the junct ion 
of Park and East Jefferson S t r e e t  follows a d i f f e r e n t  road pat tern.  &st  
Jefferson S t r e e t  extends e a s t p a s t  the  s o u t h  end of Park S t r e e t  and iornis a 
dog-leg south along old Sixth S t ree t .  

The T-shaped Albemarle County Court House, located on the e a s t  s i d e  
of the green, combines the Federal period r~orthern wing with a l a t e  n ine teen t l  
century Greek Revival s t y l e  portico.  A br ick  te r race  l a i d  i n  panels of 
her r ingbone  design paves the ground i n  f ron t  of the po r t i co ,  and br ick walk- 
ways wind through the Square, entered a t  three points  by s tone s teps .  The 
broad lawns of the green shaded'by a,.yarie>ty of &rees.and shrubs a r e  out l ined 
by low stone re ta in ing  w a l l s  broken occasionally by end blocks serving t o  
f lank each stairway. To the l e f t  of the Court House s tands a two-and-a- 
half  s to ry  modem Clerk 's  Office b u i l t  i n  the Colonial Revival s ty l e .  An 
equestr ian s t a t u e  of Stonewall Jackson occupies the western region of the  
Square known a s  Jackson Park and a Confederate s en t ine l  and cannons guard the 
southern facade of the Court House. 

Along the e a s t  s ide  of the  Square on Park S t r e e t  a r e  found three 
d i s t i n c t i v e l y  d i f f e r e n t  nineteenth century buildings. The old Levy Opera 
House on the northeast  corner is b u i l t  i n  an  unusually robust i n t e rp re t a t i on  
of the Greek Revival s t y l e .  Next t o  the Opera Xouse s tands the  Redland 
Club, b u i l t  i n  t he  second quar te r  of the nineteenth century. Across Old 
County Road i n  the  southeast  corner of Park S t r ee t  i s  located a two s to ry  
Federal duplex, character ized by i ts  gable end facade. I n  addi t ion,  two 
rows of br ick townhouses, the  f i r s t  along the top of S ix th  S t r e e t  and the 
second between 410 and 416 East Jefferson S t r e e t ,  have been preserved by the  
successful  combination of elements of ea r ly  and mid-nineteenth century 
buildings with l a t e r  s t r u c t u r a l  components. 

The v i s t a  south down Park S t r ee t  i s  closed by the th ree  s to ry  annex 
of the Monticello Hotel. The old Eagle Hotel, a s  i t  was f i r s t  ca l led ,  has a 
recessed c e n t r a l b y  suggesting an i n  a n t i s  e f f e c t  wi th  br ick  p i l a s t e r s  flank- 
ing the s i d e  units;  The following is a descr ip t ive  l i s t  of some of the more 
prominent buildings included i n  the Court Square preservat ion zone. 
1. Albemarle County Court House 

Brick l a i d  i n  Flemish bond, two s t o r i e s ,  gable roof ,  five-bay f ron t ,  
, jD~-q)  three-bay Ionic por t ico,  modillioned cornice,  molded watertable,,  . f l a t  
\ arch stucco l i n t e l s ,  molded a rch i t raves  and s i l ls ,  i n t e r i o r  end 

chimneys. North e l l :  octagonal cupola with b e l l  roof,  six- ane el 
doors with e i g h t - l i g h t  transoms, f l a t  molded s tone  s t eps ,  diminution 
of the fenes t ra t ion ,  f ie lds tone  foundation. B u i l t  i n  Federal period 
with Greek Revival s t y l e  por t ico;  nor th  e l l  b u i l t  1803; southern 
facade b u i l t  post  C i v i l  War. 
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7. 
Levy Opera House (cont.) 

b r i ck  watercable. Greek Revival; b u i l t  circa 1851; three-bay 
entrance porch with double-t iered back porch added. 

CHAFXOTTESVILLE ( i n  c i t y )  
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

3. Redland Club 
Brick, two s t o r i e s ,  gable roof ,  four-bay second s to ry  f ron t ,  parapet 
wa l l  and connected double i n t e r i o r  end chimneys on south gable end, 

hljq-%) Wick  corbeled cornice,  simple molded a r ch i t r aves ,  six-panel double 
door with four - l igh t  transom. Bu i l t  circa 1832; f ron t  windows 
changed t o  eight-over-eight sash,  four-bay porch with turned pos t s  
added i n  t h e  r ea r .  

4. No. "Nothing" 
Brick l a id  i n  Flemish bbnd, two s t o r i e s ,  gable roof, four-bay 
pedimented gable end f ron t  with f an l igh t ,  f l a t  arch l i n t e l s ,  three-  
paneled s o l i d  and two-paneled louvered s h u t t e r s ,  nine-over-six sash,  
six-panel doors with th ree- l igh t  transom and s tone  s t eps ,  paneled 
door reveals .  Bu i l t  circa 1823; l a t e r  add i t i on  on the  e a s t  s ide .  

5. Eagle Tavern 
Brick, th ree  s t o r i e s ,  hipped roof,  three-bay f i r s t  f l oo r  f r o n t  with 
five-bay upipJer f loors ,  recessed c e n t r z l  bay suggests  i n  a n t i s  motif 

( U V - ~ ~ )  with  b r i c k  p i l a s t e r s  f lanking the  two-bay s ides ,  molded cornice and 
b r i ck  f r i eze ,  c a s t  i r on  balust rade along the  c e n t r a l  bay balconies,  
double doors c e n t r a l l y  located.  Greek Revival s t y l e ;  b u i l t  mid- 
nineteenth century; r e a r  wing addi t ion.  
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s e e  continuation shee t  page 2 .  

STATEMENT O F  S I O P I I F I C I I I C E  I Court Square i n  Charlclt tesvil le was no t  only an  a rea  regular ly  
frequented by such noteworthy f igures  of his tory a s  Presidents J e f f e r s o ~ ,  
Madison and Monroe and the brave r i d e r  Jack Joue t t ,  Jr. but  was the focal  
point  from which the e n t i r e  town deve lo~ed  and grew. Although 
t r ans i t i on  was i n e v i t a b l e ,  . -' the court  house and grounds 

have been the s t a b i l i z i n g  forces helping t o  preserve tne character  of the 
a rea  fo r  over two hundred years. Today because of the maintenance of the 
bui lding s c a l e  and s i z e  i t  i s  s t i l l  possible  without an  undue use of the 
imagination t o  recapture the image of former days when i n  1779, Captain 
Anbury, a ' B r i s t i s h  pr isoner ,  wrote, "On our a r r i v a l  a t  Cha r lo t t e sv i l l e ,  
t h i s  famous place we had heard so  m c h  of consisted of a  courthouse, one 
tavern and about a  dozen houses." 

The town of Cha r lo t t e sv i l l e  was es tabl ished with the in ten t ior  
of bringing the s e a t  of county government north from S c o t t s v i l l e  t o  a  more 
cen t r a l l y  located region of Albesarle County and t h e  Court House Square 
became the center  of the ea r ly  t o m ' s  a t ten t ion .  I n  1761 one thousand 
acres  were purchased from Colonel Richard Randolph of Henrico, and Doctor 
Thomas Walker was appointed a s  t ru s t ee  of the t i t l e  and was therefore 
authorized to  s e l l  the land of the new town. ThB Court House, being the 
property of the  county, was located outs ide the o r i g i n a l  town l i m i t s ,  ad- 
jacent t o  i ts  northern boundary. I n i t i a l l y  Court Square was l a i d  out  t o  

I imi ta te  an English Green, encirc led by houses not  s t r e e t s .  'ihe impracti- 
' ca l i ty  of the plan proved too g rea t  and s t r e e t s  were soon c u t  along each of I 
the four s ides .  

The f i r s t  Albemarle Court House i n  Cha r lo t t e sv i l l e  was 
commissioned t o  be b u i l t  i n  1762 by William Cabell. B u i l t  to  be the exact 
s i z e  as t h a t  of Henrico County, the  bui lding was however of such s l i g h t  
construct ion t h a t  i t  was torn down andin1313 the no r th  e l l  o r  e a r l i e s t  p.>r- 
t ion  of the present court  house was constructed. This nor th  wing was the 
hear t  of publ ic  l i f e  i n  e a r l y  Char lo t tesv i l le  and i t  was here  t ha t  Thomas 
Jefferson worshipped on Sunday. s ince  the churches of the  community used the 
bui lding i n  ro ta t ion ,  a s  Mr. Jefferson put i t ,  f o r  t h e i r  "Common temple". 
The court  house a t t r a c t e d  many c i t i zens  t o  the area and i t  was not unusual 
to  f ind Mr. Je f fe rson  conversing with  James Madison and James Monroe i n  the 
area of the Court Square. 

I n  the north  corner of the  e a s t  s i d e  of the Square the town 
Battery was located u n t i l  i n  1851 the land was purchased and a  town h a l l  
was b u i l t .  Occupying one of the most prominent pos i t ions  on the Court 
Square, the town h a l l  was ac t ive ly  used and well  su i t ed  f o r  mny forms of 
Dublic entertainment. Recognizir.g the 2o tcn t ia l  of the bui lding,  the town 1 



8. cont. 
h a l l  was purchased i n  1887 by M r .  J e f fe rson  H. Levy and converted i n t o  the  
Levy Opera House. 

I n  i t s  day the  Levy Opera House a t t r a c t e d  some of t he  b e s t  e n t e r t a i n  
ment i n  the  South t o  Char lo t tesv i l l e .  Crowds were lured by such contcmporary 
en t e r t a ine r s  a s  Joseph Jefferson who a>pearcd i n  "Rip Van Ic'il~kle" and John 
Bunny whose performance i n  "The Old ~oinestead" was equal ly  popular. 

Taverns a l s o  played a v i t a l  r o l e  i n  the e a r l y  days of the  town. Nex 
t o  the Levy Opera House stands the  =en's Rediand Club, b u i l t  i n  t he  second 
quar te r  of the  nineteenth century on the locat ion of the  e a r l i e r  Swan Tavern 
which was f i r s t  constructed about 1773. Tne p rop r i e t e r  of the  tavern was 
none o ther  than Jack Jouc t t ,  Sr. whose son uade the event fu l  r i d e  i n  1781 from 
Cuckoo Tavern i n  Louisa County t o  Cha r lo t t e sv i l l e  i n  order  t o  warn the  Legis- 
l a t u r e  and Governor Thorns Jefferson of the  approach of Colonel Zanastre 
Tarleton's  ra iders .  Although the  Swan Tavern has disappeared, the  Eagle 
Tavern b u i l t  i n  the  ea r ly  nineteenth century remains as the  e a s t  wing annex 
of the  i-lonticello Hotel located on the  south s i d e  of the  Square. 

) 
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