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Description: 

The monumental figurative sculpture of Meriwether Lewis and William Clark is the first of 
four works commissioned from members of the National Sculpture Society by 
philanthropist Paul Goodloe McIntire and the first of three he gave to the city of 
Charlottesville, Virginia, during the years 1919 to 1924. To honor the explorers and their 
famous western expedition of 1803-06, nationally-known artist Charles Keck created a 
sculptural group of three heroic-sized figures in bronze: William Clark stands in the 
foreground of the work while Meriwether Lewis stands above and behind him and 
Sacagawea, the Indian guide, crouches at their left. The figures are set atop a tall carved 
rectangular pedestal of pink granite, also of Keck's design. The sculptor is reported to have 
entitled the work "Their First View of the Pacific," though the name is not commonly 
used.' 

Erected in Charlottesville in 1919, the sculpture is approximately 18 feet in height, five-and 
a-half feet in length and five-and a-half feet in width. The bronze figures were cast at the 
Roman Bronze Works, of Brooklyn, New York, and the pedestal was executed by Lloyd 
Brothers Memorials, of Washington, D. C. Over 76 years of exposure have left the figures 
streaked with a green patina that extends down over base of the sculpture and has 
discolored the pedestal. 

Clark, Lewis, and Sacagawea face toward the west from the center of a small landscaped 
circle of 1,452 square feet at the intersection of West Main and Ridge Streets and McIntire 
Road near Charlottesville's downtown mall. A hedge of Chinese holly and a border of 
multicolored dahlias surround the sculpture and form a dense and colorful buffer 
separating the circle, a remnant of the once-larger Midway Park, from the busy streets on all 
sides. The figure of Clark, in a fringed buckskin outfit and a hat, is represented as a hunter 
and leads the group. A rifle in his proper right hand is pointing down, and his proper left 
foot is extended forward. Clark looks down, perhaps at the ocean. The figure of Lewis is 
behind and slightly above Clark, standing on a large rock with his proper right foot back of 
his body. Lewis also wears fringed buckskin, but is bareheaded. He looks out into the 
horizon as if reacting to the importance of the discovery the group has just made. His 
proper right and left arms are bent at the elbow and his hands are curled into fists to indicate 
the intensity of the moment. The men shield the figure of Sacagawea at their proper left 
and a little to the rear, so that she does not compete with them in the composition. 
Sacagawea, in a loose dress and moccasins, crouches against the rock where Lewis stands, 
clutching the end of her braid in her proper left hand. The sculptor has made her look 
down and seem interested in the immediate surroundings, for she is not aware of what is in 
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the minds of the explorers. The signature, Charles Keck, appears in the rock beneath the 
figure of Lewis. 

Around the base, the sculptor has depicted certain incidents of the expedition's travels in 
low relief. On the front or west face, a buffalo hunt takes place. On the north face beneath 
Sacagawea, a council of the Indians and the exploring party meet. On the south face, an 
Indian dance is witnessed by the expedition. On the east face, the homecoming of 
Sacagawea and the astonishment of the Indians at seeing York, the sole African American 
in the party, are displayed. 

The pink granite pedestal is decorated, too, carved in relief on the north, east, and south 
faces with a panorama of forests, mountains, cliffs, and a river. The west face is inscribed 
with details concerning the men and the expedition. An American eagle with wings 
expanded is flanked by the United States seal on the left and the Virginia seal on the right 
and surmounts the names of the explorers and their birth and death dates. Beneath is the 
inscription: BOLD AND FARSEEING PATHFINDERS WHO CARRIED THE FLAG OF THE 
YOUNG REPUBLIC TO THE WESTERN OCEAN AND REVEALED AN UNKNOWN 
EMPIRE TO THE USES OF MANKIND. Incised lines representing a river, carried around 
the base of pedestal, unite the carved panorama, and beneath the river, one reads: A 
TERRITORY OF 385,000 SQUARE MILES WAS ADDED TO THE COUNTRY BY THESE 
MEN, AN AREA LARGER THAN THE THEN EXISTING SIZE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Statement of Significance: 

The Meriwether Lewis and William Clark Sculpture by Charles Keck entitled "Their First 
View of the Pacific" in Charlottesville, Virginia, is nominated to the National Register as 
part of a multiple property submission under the historic context "Monumental Figurative 
Outdoor Sculpture by Members of the National Sculpture Society donated by Paul Goodloe 
McIntire to the city of Charlottesville, Virginia, and the University of Virginia during the 
late City Beautiful movement from 1919-1924." The sculpture meets the registration 
requirements for this property type, and it retains its historic integrity of location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. It is eligible for the National 
Register at the state level of significance under criterion C as an important art object that 
exhibits the figurative style of outdoor sculpture produced by members of the National 
Sculpture Society, a group of masters whose origins are associated with the City Beautiful 
movement. 
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Historic Context: 

On 8 September 1912, an editorial in the Daily Progress reprimanded the Charlottesville 
community for its neglect of the little triangular park at the juncture of Ridge and Main 
Streets in front of the Midway School, stating flatly that "it should be a thing of beauty and 
an incentive to civic pride and adornment." Instead the paper found the park "a blatant 
affront to those with aesthetic tastes, and a conspicuous example of public neglect and the 
lack of artistic appreciation." 

Shortly after the editorial appeared, Norman W. James and Frederick C. Todd, new owners 
of the Charlottesville and Albemarle Railway Company, expressed their interest in 
improving the appearance of the town. At the first officers' meeting, Todd stated his 
intention "to do all in his power to advance the interest of this community." Within a 
month, John L. Livers, general manager of the street railway, requested permission to 
beautify Midway Park, by planting trees and shrubbery and installing a fountain, "as it is a 
passing point for our cars and would be observed by our patrons." 3 The City Council 
approved the request on 15 November 1912, and late the following winter as beautification 
efforts were about to begin, the paper suggested the park would benefit from the presence of 
a statue of Thomas Jefferson: 

There is a very general desire, although no leader has come forward to champion it, 
for a monument in the little park in Main Street at Midway School. Some years ago 
there was a great deal of discussion of the subject, and the hope was that a bronze 
figure of Jefferson would eventually be erected at that place. Like many another good 
im~ulse. this one has been allowed to slumber. It is about time to take it UD aeain. 

I " 
Nothing more appropriate could be done than to erect a monument to Thomas 
Tefferson in Charlottesville, and no more suitable   lace could be found to set it uv z 

than the open space in front of Midway School. There should be a monument of the 
sage of Monticello in Charlottesville, which was his home town, and it should be 
placed in nearness to the public school, because he was the originator of the thought 
which eventually produced the system in this state. Midway Park is soon to be put 
into good shape, and made an adornment for the city by the Charlottesville and 
Albemarle Railway Company. It would be a fine thing if a replica of some statue of 
Jefferson could be procured for use in this improvement. A replica would cost 
infinitely less than a new work of art, which might be a failure, while the copy would 
not be. We would like to see a Jefferson Monument Association formed to do this 
work. It would probably prove to be a much easier task than one would imagine.4 
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Within six weeks the Daily Progress reported that the street railway company had 
commenced improvements at Midway Park and had decided to seek a monument honoring 
the Meriwether Lewis and William Clark western expedition in preference to a statue of 
Jefferson: 

Passers-by have noticed the start that has been made on the anticipated 
improvements to the little plot in front of the Midway School building. When the 
City Council gave permission to the street railway company to care for the plot, it was 
their plan to beautify it by the use of flowers and plants and the installation of a 
fountain. Acting upon a suggestion to substitute a monument for the fountain, the 
company reconsidered the matter, and it has been decided to make an effort to secure 
a monument to the memory of Meriwether Lewis and George Rogers Clark [sic], who 
won fame in the Lewis and Clark expedition which added so much temtory to the 
United States at that time. It is a matter of regret that no suitable memorial has been 
erected to these brave men, and it is peculiarly fitting that an appeal be made to the 
National government by the citizens of Charlottesville and people of their native 
county [sic] for funds to provide a monument.5 

As the paper had suggested, Judge Richard T. W. Duke of Charlottesville presented a request 
to Congress for a $20,000 contribution to pay for the monument.6 No funding was to be had, 
and when the desired monument became a reality on 21 November 1919, it was the first of 
four gifts of sculpture that philanthropist Paul Goodloe McIntire would make to his 
hometown and alma mater. 

At the suggestion of mural painter Duncan Smith on whom he relied for advice, McIntire 
contracted with Charles Keck to execute the Lewis and Clark monument.7 Keck, then 
considered a talented and promising member of the National Sculpture Society, had studied 
with Augustus Saint-Gaudens at the National Academy of Design, and at the Art Students 
League in New York. He had been assistant to Saint-Gaudens from 1893 to 1897 before being 
awarded the first Prix de Rome in 1899. The award enabled him to study in Europe, and he 
remained abroad until 1905 when he returned to open a studio in New York. Before 
undertaking the Lewis and Clark commission in 1917, Keck had produced a much-admired 
statue of Muhammad for the facade of the Brooklyn Museum under the direction of Daniel 
Chester French, and the Washington Monument in Buenos Aires, Argentina. Keck's work 
reflected the historic and figurative bent of the National Sculpture Society during the late 
City Beautiful movement. His reputation for depicting his subjects in an accurate and 
lifelike manner was growing, and over the course of his career it would lead to many 
important commissions throughout the nation and the world. Subsequent to his work in 
Charlottesville, Keck's notable commissions included the Booker T. Washington 
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Monument at the Tuskeegee Institute and the Liberty Monument at Ticonderoga, New 
York, 1922, the Shriner's Peace Memorial in Toronto, Ontario, Canada, 1930, a friendship 
monument presented by the United States to Brazil, 1931, the Lincoln Monument at 
Wabash, Indiana, 1932, and the statues of Huey Long in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and 
Washington, D. C., 1940-41. Among many busts, his best-known are of James Madison, 
Patrick Henry, and Elias Howe at the Hall of Fame, New York University, 1930, John Tyler 
in the Capitol Building, Richmond, Virginia, 1931, and Harry S. Truman in the United 
States Senate wing containing the Vice-Presidents, 1947. Keck also redesigned the state seal 
of Virginia, executed the memorial tablets of the USS Maine, and created a series of panels 
for the County Government Building of Bronx County, New York. His largest work was a 
272-foot-long, eight-foot-high frieze for the Nelson Atkins Museum in Kansas City, 
Missouri depicting the development of the West. Other works are displayed in prestigious 
museum collections including that of the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York. In 
addition to membership in the National Sculpture Society, of which he was president from 
1931 to 1933, Keck was an academician of the National Academy of Design.8 

In commissioning the monument to Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, Paul McIntire 
honored a remote relative and a native son of Albemarle County in addition to the famous 
western expedition. McIntire's mother, Catherine Clark McIntire, was descended from 
Jonathan Clark, who was granted land along the Stony Point Road in eastern Albemarle 
County in 1734. William Clark, his distinguished grandson, was not, however, McIntire's 
direct relative, and he failed to be of Albemarle birth by a just few years. He was born in 
Caroline County where his family had moved after inheriting property. Meriwether Lewis 
was born in western Albemarle County at Locust Grove near the present village of Ivy. The 
original house was burned but the name and the site remain.9 

Members of the Lewis and Clark expedition included fourteen United States soldiers, nine 
volunteers, Clark's African-American valet, York, and Sacagawea, the Indian woman guide 
and her baby. They were the first American party to explore the region that now includes 
the states of Nebraska, North and South Dakota, Montana, Idaho, Washington, and Oregon. 
As with the expedition, Lewis and Clark were successful in later life. Lewis was made 
Territorial Governor of Louisiana, and Clark, Territorial Governor of Missouri and U. S. 
Agent for Indian Affairs. In 1809, however, Lewis met a tragic end at an obscure country inn 
near Nashville, Tenn. It was thought that he had committed suicide until Clark's 
insistence that Lewis could not have killed himself led to the discovery that he was brutally 
murdered for the government money he was bringing to Washington. Clark died a natural 
death in 1838. lo 

There is no documentation of the negotiations between Paul McIntire and Charles Keck 
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over the design for the Lewis and Clark monument, but when McIntire was later asked how 
he had drawn the contract with Keck, he replied that the terms had specified "a description 
of the pedestal and figures." The price agreed on was $20,000 and on 12 November 1917, 
Keck wrote to W. 0. Watson, McIntire's long-time friend and trustee, informing him that 
contact had been signed and the first payment due him had been made: 

Last Saturday Mr. McIntyre [sic] very kindly gave me the signed contract and a check 
for $2000. . . . During the course of the conversation, Mr. McIntyre [sic] mentioned the 
fact that I had neglected to stipulate the size of the monument. I assured him that the 
figure would not be less than 8 feet and the group itself would be approximately 10 
feet, owing to the elevation of the rear figure. This will make a substantial mass of 
bronze. . . . I will bear in mind Dr. Lambeth's suggestion that the figure be 8'-3", and 
in all probability will make them so.12 

William Opie Watson, General Manager of the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad in 
Charlottesville, had employed McIntire briefly as a young man. Watson now acted as his 
former employee's trustee in arranging the business details for his gifts of sculpture to the 
City and the University. His duties included oversight of the contract agreements and 
making payments according to specifications as work on the sculpture progressed. It was 
customary to make an initial payment at the time the contract was signed, another when a 
sketch for the sculpture was accepted, a third when a one-third or one-quarter size model 
was prepared in clay, a fourth when a full-size clay model and plaster casts were ready for 
the foundry, and a fifth and final payment when the finished piece was installed in 
Charlottesville. The design and execution of a pedestal were generally arranged for and paid 
for by the sculptor. Though this was the usual procedure, there were to be many deviations 
from it over the seven-year period from 1917 to 1924 during which Watson was in charge of 
these arrangements. 

Preparation of the sketch for and the small model of the Lewis and Clark sculpture 
presumably proceeded smoothly for there is no record otherwise, and on 26 February 1918 a 
pleased McIntire wrote to Watson: 

The Sculptor Keck has changed the Clark statue by the addition of a third figure the 
Indian girl [Sacagawea] and also around the base of the bronze on the frieze an Indian 
buffalo hunt and Indian council. I think you should come up and see it . . . the statue 
is very greatly improved.13 

Keck's inclusion of Sacagawea in the sculpture was most appropriate, for it had been she 
who secured safe passage for the Lewis and Clark expedition through the lands of her 
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people, the hostile Shoshone tribe. On its return, the expedition staved with the Shoshones 
cementing ties with them, and thus facilitating the opening of the Northwest area to 
settlement. One source reports that after the deaths of Lewis and Clark, Sacagawea 
prevented a war between her tribe and the United States over a broken treaty.14 Another 
suggests that she died of a "putrid fever" at Fort Manuel, South Dakota in 1812.15 Whatever 
the truth, McIntire praised Keck's contribution of the Indian girl when the sculpture was 
completed: "The contract called for two figures; the sculptor threw in the Indian and she is 
the best of the lot!" ' 6  

After a long break, the record resumed with a series of brief correspondences between 
Mchtire and Watson as the sculpture was nearing completion. On 12 May 1919, McIntire 
wrote to Watson, "Kindly advise me how much you have to pay Mr. Keck. I think that 
shortly he will want more and then he will have to be paid in full when [the sculpture is] 
completed." 17 Two days later Watson replied, "I paid Keck 11/18/17 - $2000 and 6/29/18 - 
$5000. The next payment due him on completion of full-sized model in plaster is 40% - 
$8000." 18 

McIntire followed the progress of the sculpture closely, and on 1 June, wrote to Watson, "I 
was talking with Mr. Keck over the phone and he said that he was writing you a letter -- 
which means he will want some money." l9 Within the week Watson wrote back, 
"Received Keck's letter and will send him $8000." 20 Three days later, on 10 June, McIntire 
reported his pleasure with the finished plaster model, "I saw the statue in white plaster. It 
is great! It will be sent to the foundry for casting within a few days." 21 

There is no correspondence available about the casting of the bronze or the carving of the 
pedestal. An undated memo on Watson's Chesapeake and Ohio stationery notes "L&C - 
Balfour pink," suggesting that granite for the pedestal may have been quarried at Salisbury, 
N. C.22 It may be assumed that all had gone well with both these endeavors, and that the 
component parts of the monument had arrived in Charlottesville by 23 October when 
McIntire informed Watson: "Mr. Keck will be down in a few days, and he wonders if 
everything is in order (which it probably will be) to get a check for the balance of the 
payment due on the C&L which I think is $5000." 23 

Dedication ceremonies were scheduled the following month on 21 November 1919 at 3 
o'clock in the aftemoon.24 A large crowd that included McIntire and Keck assembled for the 
occasion. Edwin A. Alderman, President of the University of Virginia, presented the 
monument to the city of Charlottesville on Paul McIntire's behalf. Following the 
presentation, four large American flags covering the sculpture were pulled away by 
McIntire's young daughter, Virginia. Judge Richard T. W. Duke accepted the sculpture for 
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the City, and a chorus of school children sang "America, the Beautiful." Professor 
Armistead C. Gordon gave a discourse on the Lewis and Clark expedition and the 
significance of the monument after which a benediction by the Reverend George L. Petrie 
concluded the celebration.25 

Alterations to Midway Park in recent years have reduced it to a fraction of its former size 
and in 1987, the Urban Design Task Force Report proposed that the city of Charlottesville 
consider moving the Lewis and Clark sculpture from the small circle at the juncture of 
West Main and Ridge Streets and McIntire Road to Pen Park outside the city limits. When 
the suggestion prompted many objections, the sculpture remained on its original site. 
Indeed the art work merits its central and highly visible location near downtown 
Charlottesville for it is a monument to the achievements of two prominent Virginians and 
an example of the best public art created during the first quarter of the twentieth century. 
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