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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The 1,704-acre Albemarle & Chesapeake (A&C) Canal Historic District is located in the City of 
Chesapeake in southeastern Tidewater Virginia. The linear district extends from Great Bridge 
Bridge on the west to the North Landing Bridge and the Virginia Beach City limits on the east. The 
A&C Canal Historic District contains 1 1 contributing resources and 1 previously National Register- 
listed site that also is contributing-3 structures, 8 buildings, and I site. The 9.1-mile-long and 90- 
foot-wide Virginia Cut of the Albemarle & Chesapeake Canal, aman-made waterway constructed in 
1859, is a contributing structure. The 600-foot-long Great Bridge Canal Lock, built in 1931-1932, is 
a contributing structure. The North Landing Bridge, built in 195 1, is also a contributing structure. 
The Great Bridge Army Corps of Engineers Reservation consists of 8 contributing buildings 
constructed between 1917 and 1948. The Battle of Great Bridge Site is a contributing site and is 
previously listed in the National Register. The district also contains 4 non-contributing buildings and 
4 non-contributing structures. 

GENERAL DESCFUPTION 

The Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal is part of the federally authorized and operated Atlantic 
Intracoastal Waterway and carries heavy commercial traffic as well as some recreational boat traffic. 
The Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal Historic District is located in a low-lying area formerly 
almost entirely composed of swampland that has been drained and filled in since the early nineteenth 
century. The district's western terminus is at the A&C Canal Locks at Great Bridge where the canal 
joins the Southern Branch of the Elizabeth River. Its eastern terminus is at the canal's junction with 
the North Landing River, at the North Landing (Route 165) Bridge and the Virginia Beach corporate 
limits. As a result, the historic district's surroundings vary from the highly developed Great Bridge 
community adjacent to the district's western end, to large undeveloped stands of deciduous forests 
and some remaining swampland on either side of much of the canal property. The 1,704-acre linear 
district extends approximately 100 feet on either side of the canal (with some exceptions) and 
consists ofproperty acquired by the Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal Company in 1855 to construct 
the canal cut. Material from construction of the canal and later dredging was placed along both 
banks, raising the elevation of the lands in this area. The US Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) 
acquired this property in 1913 after the canal company went bankrupt. In addition, five north-south 
bridges cross the historic district: four vehicular bridges (carrying from west to east, Battlefield 
Boulevard, Route 168, Centerville Turnpike, and Route 165) and the Norfolk-Southern railroad 
bridge. 

INVENTORY OF RESOURCES 

Contributing and non-contributing resources in the A&C Canal historic district are listed 
below, running west-to-east, and are shown on the accompanying site map. Each 
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inventory entry includes the resource name, address (if applicable) andlor location, 
date@) of construction, VDHR survey number, contributinglnon-contributing status, 
description, and history. 

Great Bridge Lock 1931-1932 1 Contributing Structure 
Great Bridge, Chesapeake 
VDHR NO. 131-5333-0001 

Description The Great Bridge Lock is located approximately 750 yards west of the 
Great Bridge Bridge, and is the western terminus of the Virginia Cut of the Albemarle & 
Chesapeake Canal. This tidal guard lock is a reversible-head, double-gated structure 600 
feet long and 72 feet wide, with a depth of 16 feet. Its primary function is to prevent 
saltwater intrusion from the Southern Branch of the Elizabeth River into the freshwater 
North Landing River and to control tidal currents from these two rivers. There are two 
sets of metal gates at either end that are used depending on the condition of tides in the 
Elizabeth River or of wind tides coming fiom the North Landing River. The locks are 
operated by the lock-tender from electronic control panels. 

History The first Great Bridge Lock was built by the Albemarle & Chesapeake 
Canal Company in 1859. It was a reversible-head tidal lock built to accommodate varying 
water levels in the Elizabeth and North Landing Rivers, so preventing currents from 
surging back and forth through the Canal. With a chamber measuring 220 feet long and 
40 feet wide, it was the largest such lock on the East Coast and was considered an 
engineering marvel. To accommodate the reversible head, the lock was built with two 
complete sets of solid timber miter gates (8 feet high by 25 feet wide) at each end. The 
lock itself was made of dressed stone blocks cut and shipped from Port Deposit, 
Maryland. Metal gates replaced the wooden ones in 1872. 

The original 1859 Great Bridge Lock survived until 1917, when the Canal was widened. 
For fifteen years thereafter there was no lock, causing bitter complaints from shippers and 
local residents. The Congressional "River and Harbor Act of 1930" authorized and 
appropriated money for the construction of new locks at Great Bridge. Originally 
projected to be 500 feet long by 75 feet wide, the lock design was altered to 600 feet 
shortly thereafter. Maj. G. R. Young, Norfolk District Engineer of the US Army Corps of 
Engineers between 1930 and 1934, was the project manager and overall designer for the 
Great Bridge Lock. Contracts were let on March 2, 193 1 to Merritt, Chapman & Scott of 
Baltimore for the lock proper; on March 7, 1931 to the Berkeley Machine Works of 
Norfolk for the gates; and on May 27 to the Foote Brothers Gear and Machine Company 
of Chicago for the machinery. The Great Bridge Lock was completed on June 16, 1932. 
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Albemarle & Chesapeake Canal 1859 1 Contributing Structure 
Great Bridge, Chesapeake 
VDHR NO. 131-5333-0002 
Description The 9.1-mile-long Virginia Cut of the Albemarle & Chesapeake Canal 
connects the Southern Branch of the Elizabeth River, which empties into the Chesapeake 
Bay, with the North Landing River, which flows into Cumtuck Sound and ultimately, 
into Albemarle Sound, both in North Carolina. The entire inland river-canal route, which 
connects Norfolk, Virginia with Albemarle Sound, runs along the Southern Branch for 
5.2 miles, along the Virginia Cut of the canal for 9.1 miles, and along the North Landing 
River for 13.7 miles. The route of the canal was dug in 1856-1859 and was widened in 
19 13- 19 17. The canal has been dredged periodically since then and was widened along a 
small portion in 1979-1980. The canal bed consists of a channel 90 feet wide and 12 feet 
deep. There is no towpath. At its western end is the canal's sole lock, the 600-foot-long, 
72-foot-wide, and 16-foot-deep Great Bridge Lock (131-5333-0001). The Army Corps of 
Engineers' Great Bridge Reservation, a restricted-entry maintenance facility (151-5333- 
0003 through 00010), also borders the canal on the south. For most of its length, 
swampland and forests border the canal, most of it owned by the US government. 
Material from construction of the canal in 1858-1 859 and later dredging was placed along 
both banks, raising the elevation of the lands in this area. 

Alterations to the 1859 canal include its widening from 80 to 90 feet after the Corps 
acquired the canal property in 1913; removal of the canal lock in 1917 and its 
replacement in 1931-1932; dredging of the channel by the Corps in 1943, 1969, and 
1979-1980; and building riprap near the North Landing Bridge in 1990. In addition, the 
canal has been crossed by several vehicular and railroad bridges since the mid-nineteenth 
century. Presently, five north-south bridges cross the waterway: four vehicular bridges 
(carrying from west to east, Battlefield Boulevard, Route 168, Centerville Turnpike, and 
Route 165) and the Norfolk-Southern Railroad bridge. 

History A canal to connect the Southern and Eastern Branches of the Elizabeth 
River with Albemarle Sound in North Carolina was authorized by the colonial Virginia 
legislature in 1772. A plan for a canal, lock, and drawbridge was drawn in 1774, but was 
not realized because of the Revolutionary War. The Dismal Swamp Canal was built in 
1805, 8 miles to the west. Its many locks and tortuous river approaches stimulated 
renewed interest in building an additional canal to the east. In 1840, engineer Claudius 
Crozet surveyed a route from the Eastern Branch to the Albemarle Sound, but this plan 
too was abandoned. Marshall Parks, Jr. (1820-1900), was the driving force behind the 
incorporation of the Albemarle & Chesapeake Canal Company in 1856. The canal was 
one of the first designed for steam-powered vessels and thus had no towpath. It also was 
the first canal in Virginia to be built entirely by steam dredging, rather than by hand 
labor. At its completion in 1859, the canal was considered an engineering marvel, with 
the reversible tidal lock at Great Bridge being the largest such lock on the East Coast. 
The canal came under Union control during the Civil War but survived mostly intact. 
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After the war, the canal company constructed new bridges at Great Bridge, North 
Landing and Coinjock (in North Carolina) in 1868. Competition from the Norfolk- 
Southern Railroad, which built a bridge over the canal in 1880, as well as the rebuilt 
Dismal Swamp Canal, contributed to the fmancial decline of the Albemarle & 
Chesapeake Canal. The Federal Government purchased the canal and its appurtenances in 
1913 and incorporated it into the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway system. The Army 
Corps of Engineers, which assumed operation of the canal, widened and dredged the 
canal shortly thereafter, replaced the three road bridges over the canal in 1914-1916, and 
built a small maintenance facility at Great Bridge beginning in 1917. The Great Bridge 
Lock was removed in 19 17, but was replaced by the present lock in 193 1 - 1932. The three 
present swing-bridges over the canal were built between 1941 and 1955. The Corps has 
conducted periodic dredging of the canal to the present. 

Paint and Vehicle Shop 1917 1 Contributing Building 
Great Bridge COE Reservation 
Great Bridge, Chesapeake 
VDHR NO. 131-5333-0003 

Description The paint and vehicle shop building is located in the Great Bridge Corps 
of Engineers Reservation, on the south side of the Albemarle & Chesapeake Canal 
between the Great Bridge Bridge and the Great Bridge Locks. It is oriented north-south 
and is a one-story, twelve-bay-long, and two-bay-wide gable-roofed frame building. The 
building is currently covered with corrugated metal siding. Most windows have 10110 or 
919 double-hung sash windows with plain board frames. There is a shed-roofed ell on the 
southeast. A short hyphen joins the building to the carpenter and machine shop building 
on the west. 

History Four years after the US government acquired control of the A&C Canal, 
the US Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) began construction of a maintenance facility on 
the south bank of the canal at Great Bridge. This was the first building completed in 1917 
with construction of the facility continuing into the late 1940s. 

Carpenter and Machine Shop 1918 1 Contributing Building 
Great Bridge COE Reservation 
Great Bridge, Chesapeake 
VDHR NO. 131-5333-0004 

Description The carpenter and machine shop building is located in the Great Bridge 
Corps of Engineers Reservation, on the south side of the Albemarle & Chesapeake Canal 
between the Great Bridge Bridge and the Great Bridge Locks. It is oriented east-west and 
is a one-story, six-bay-long, and two-bay-wide gable-roofed frame building. The building 
is currently covered with corrugated metal siding. Most windows have 10/10 or 919 
double-hung sash windows with plain board frames. There are large garage doors along 
the north and south elevations. Some of these have been sealed. There are two smaller 
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doors on the north elevation. A short hyphen joins the building to the paint and vehicle 
shop building on the east. 

Shed 1923 1 Contributing Building 
Great Bridge COE Reservation 
Great Bridge, Chesapeake 
VDHR NO. 131-5333-0005 

Description The shed building is located in the Great Bridge Corps of Engineers 
Reservation, on the south side of the Albemarle & Chesapeake Canal between the Great 
Bridge Bridge and the Great Bridge Locks. It is located near the south entrance to the 
reservation. The shed is oriented east and is a one-story, gable-roofed frame building 
built on a T plan. The building is currently covered with corrugated metal siding. Most 
windows have 613 or 414 double-hung sash windows with plain board frames. There is an 
entrance on the east topped by a louvered vent. 

Shop (1) 1931 1 Contributing Building 
Great Bridge COE Reservation 
Great Bridge, Chesapeake 
VDHR NO. 131-5333-0006 

Description The shop building is located in the Great Bridge Corps of Engineers 
Reservation, on the south side of the Albemarle & Chesapeake Canal between the Great 
Bridge Bridge and the Great Bridge Locks. It is oriented north-south and is a one-story, 
two-bay-long, and two-bay-wide gable-roofed frame building. The building is currently 
covered with vinyl siding. The fixed-sash windows have six lights each. A door with four 
lights is on the south. 

Shop (2) 1940 1 Contributing Building 
Great Bridge COE Reservation 
Great Bridge, Chesapeake 
VDHR NO. 131-5333-0007 

Description The shop building is located in the Great Bridge Corps of Engineers 
Reservation, near the reservation entrance on the south side of the Albemarle & 
Chesapeake Canal between the Great Bridge Bridge and the Great Bridge Locks. It is 
oriented north-south and is a one-story, three-bay-long, and three-bay-wide gable-roofed 
frame building. The building is currently covered with corrugated metal siding. The 
fixed-sash windows have nine lights each. A door with four lights is on the north. 
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Warehouse 1942 1 Contributing Building 
Great Bridge COE Resewation 
Great Bridge, Chesapeake 
VDHR NO. 131-5333-0008 

Description The warehouse is located near the south end of the Great Bridge Corps of Engineers 
Reservation, on the south side of the Albemarle & Chesapeake Canal between the Great Bridge 
Bridge and the Great Bridge Locks. It is oriented east and is a one-and one-half-story, nine-bay-long, 
and two-bay-wide gable-roofed frame building. The building is currently covered with corrugated 
metal siding. Louvered ventlwindows are on the two gable ends. 

Auto Storage 1942 1 Contributing Building 
Great Bridge COE Resewation 
Great Bridge, Chesapeake 
VDHR NO. 131-5333-0009 

Description The auto storage building is located near the south end of the Great Bridge Corps of 
Engineers Reservation, on the south side of the Albemarle & Chesapeake Canal between the Great 
Bridge Bridge and the Great Bridge Locks. It is oriented east and is a one-story, four-bay-long, and 
two-bay-wide gable-roofed frame building. The building is currently covered with corrugated metal 
siding. The building is open on the south, with four vehicle bays. A 616 double hung sash window is 
at each gable end. 

Office 1948 1 Contributing Building 
Great Bridge COE Resewation 
Great Bridge, Chesapeake 
VDHR NO. 131-5333-0010 

Description The Great Bridge COE Reservation Office is located near the south end of the Great 
Bridge Corps of Engineers Reservation, on the south side of the Albemarle & Chesapeake Canal 
between the Great Bridge Bridge and the Great Bridge Locks. It is a one-story, five-bay-long, and 
two-bay-wide gable-roofed cinderblock building. There is a wooden pedimented portico on the east 
above an enclosed entrance vestibule. Most windows have 111 double-hung sash. There is an 
additional entrance on the west. 

Great Bridge Bridge 1941-1943 1 Non-contributing Structure 
Great Bridge, Chesapeake 
VDHR NO. 131-5333-0011 

Description The Great Bridge Bridge is located west of the Corps Great Bridge 
Reservation and the Great Bridge Locks, near the western terminus of the Virginia Cut of 
the Albemarle & Chesapeake (A&C) Canal. The bridge is a two-lane, 180-foot-long, 
double-span, metal swing bridge canying vehicular traffic on Business Route 168 
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(Battlefield Boulevard) over the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway, also the A&C Canal. 
The decking is reinforced concrete and the solid side walls have riveted sheet metal and 
plate girders. The two-story masonry bridge-tender's building is located on the west side 
of the south end. The building is covered with smooth stuccoed concrete block and has a 
flat roof. The first floor contains the swing bridge mechanism and the second floor 
houses the control room and tender's observation area with its tall casement windows. 

History The date of the first Great Bridge, from which the surrounding community 
took its name, is not known. A wooden drawbridge built by the A&C Canal Company in 
1856 was destroyed during the Civil War and was not replaced until 1868. This second 
wooden drawbridge is known to have collapsed at least twice during the nineteenth 
century. Single-lane, metal bascule drawbridges were built for the Corps of Engineers by 
the Penn Bridge Company of Beaver Falls, PA between 1914 and 1916 at Great Bridge. 
Coinjock (NC), and North Landing. These bridges were replaced by the present two-lane 
double-swing spans between 1940 and 1951. Construction of the Great Bridge Bridge 
was begun in August 1941 and completed in August 1943 at a cost of $250,000. The 
present Great Bridge Bridge is in the process of being replaced by a new drawbridge, at 
which time the present bridge will be demolished. 

Site of Great Bridge Battle 1775-1781 
Great Bridge, Chesapeake 
VDHR NO. 131-5333-12 

1 Contributing Site 

Note: The site ofthe Battle of Great Bridge is previously listed in the National Register. 
Description The site of the Battle of Great Bridge is located on both sides of the 
Albemarle and Chesapeake Canal. Route 168 and the Great Bridge Bridge pass through 
the area on a north-south axis, as does the site of the colonial-era bridge and causeway for 
which the battle was named. North of the Great Bridge Bridge is a knoll believed to be 
the site of Lord Dunmore's 1775 fort, where archeological remains may be intact. To the 
west of the site of the causeway lay a small island on which the 1781 star-shaped British 
fort was located, an area mostly destroyed by the construction of the 'A&C Canal in 
1859. 

History The strategic importance of the Great Bridge across the Southern Branch 
of the Elizabeth River led the British to fortify the position in 1775, and again in 1781 
when British troops under General Benedict Arnold occupied Norfolk and Portsmouth. 
The Battle of Great Bridge, the first military engagement of the Revolutionary War in 
Virginia, was fought on 9 December 1775. The brief battle ended in victory for the 
Americans and forced the retreat of Lord Dunmore's troops from the area. The bridge 
area was fortified again in 1781, and the Queen's Rangers under Sir John Graves Simcoe 
were stationed here, but the site saw no further military action. 
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Building, 116 Reservation Road 1962 1 Non-contributing Building 
Great Bridge, Chesapeake 
VDHR NO. 5333-13 \ 

Description This building stands on the north side of Reservation Road, just east of the 
entrance to the Army Corps of Engineers Great Bridge Reservation, near the western 
terminus of the Albemarle & Chesapeake Canal. It is a one-story, five-bay cinderblock 
building originally built as a fire station. There are five garage entrances with metal 
rolling doors on the south. Above the west two bays is a two-bay, gable-roofed frame 
second story. This has two 111 sash windows on the north and south elevations and three 
111 sash windows on the east and west elevations. There is a one-story, two-bay, shed- 
roofed frame wing on the west gable end of the building with an entrance on the south. 

History Chesapeake City building records indicate this building was constructed 
in 1962 and served as the Great Bridge Volunteer Fire Station. The present station on 
Battlefield Boulevard in 1985 replaced it. The building's construction date is outside the 
period of significance for the Albemarle & Chesapeake Canal Historic District and it is 
therefore a non-contributing resource. 

Atlantic Yacht Basin 1982 1 Non-contributing Building 
2615 Basin Road 
Great Bridge, Chesapeake 
VDHR NO. 131-5333-0014 

Description The Atlantic Yacht Basin complex is a group of three attached buildings 
located on the south side of the Albemarle & Chesapeake Canal, to the east of the Great 
Bridge Bridge. Access is by way of a short road leading from Battlefield Boulevard 
(Route 168-Business). The largest building is a tall two-story, two-bay, metal clad, gable- 
roofed boat building facing north. To its west is a one-story, metal-clad, gable-roofed 
storage building. Closest to the canal is the one-story, flat-roofed brick office building. It 
is partially clad with metal siding and has an entrance on the north and south. 

History Located on one of the few pieces of private property fronting directly on the 
Albemarle & Chesapeake Canal, the Atlantic Yacht Basin complex was begun in 1981, 
with the office building completed in 1982, and the docks, storage building, and boat 
building added in 1983. The latter two buildings have been altered by the addition of 
siding in the early 1990s. The complex's construction date is outside the period of 
significance for the Albemarle & Chesapeake Canal Historic District and it is therefore a 
non-contributing resource. 
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Route 168 Bridge 1981-1992 1 Non-contributing Structure 
East of Great Bridge, Chesapeake 
VDHR NO. 131-5333-0015 

Description This 65-foot-high, four-lane, high-level reinforced-concrete bridge carries 
Route 168 (Great Bridge Bypass) over the Albemarle & Chesapeake Canal, east of Great 
Bridge. The bridge has two spans and has concrete Jersey wall guards. 

History Repeated delays for vehicular traffic crossing the Albemarle & 
Chesapeake Canal on Route 168 (Battlefield Boulevard) over the 1943 Great Bridge 
Drawbridge led to the construction of a Route 168 Bypass to the east of Great Bridge, 
beginning in 1978. To accommodate taller water vessels, the Ciambro Bridge 
Corporation of Pittsfield, Maine built a high-level highway bridge in 1981. The bridge's 
construction date is outside the period of significance for the Albemarle & Chesapeake 
Canal Historic District and it is therefore a non-contributing resource. 

Norfolk-Southern Railroad Bridge 1928 1 Non-contributing Structure 
East of Great Bridge, Chesapeake 
VDHR NO. 131-5333-16 

Description The Norfolk-Southem Railroad Bridge is located 1.5 miles east of the 
western terminus of the Albemarle & Chesapeake (A&C) Canal at Great Bridge Bridge 
and 7.6 miles west of the Canal's eastem terminus at the North Landing Bridge. This 13- 
foot-high bridge cames the single-line track of the Norfolk VA to Edenton NC branch of 
the Norfolk-Southem Railroad over the A&C Canal. It is a metal, triple-span, through- 
truss, bascule drawbridge operated by a Sherzer rolling lift mechanism. The central span 
is 94 feet long with two 52.5-foot-long deck-plate girders at either end, bringing the total 
length to 199 feet. Attached to the north end of the drawbridge is a metal gable-roofed 
structure housing the diesel engine that raises and lowers the draw for the passage of the 
Norfolk-Southem's two daily freight trains. 

History The Elizabeth City & Norfolk Railroad (later the Norfolk-Southem 
Railroad) first built a floating swing-type wooden drawbridge, approximately 40-feet- 
long, over the A&C Canal in 1880. The present drawbridge was built by the Atlantic 
Bridge Company of Greensboro NC to accommodate the widening of the Canal to 80 
feet. It opened on 9 October 1928 and remains the only railroad bridge over the A&C 
Canal. 

Although the Norfolk-Southem Railroad Bridge falls within the period of significance for 
the Albemarle & Chesapeake Canal Historic District, the railroad bridge is historically 
unrelated to the operation of the canal by the Albemarle & Chesapeake Canal Company 
between 1859 and 1913 or the operation of the canal by the US Army Corps between 
1913 to the present. It is a non-contributing structure. 
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Centewille Turnpike (Route 604) Bridge 1955 1 Non-contributing Structure 
Between Great Bridge and North Landing, Chesapeake 
VDHR NO. 133-5333-17 

Description The Centerville Turnpike (Route 604) Bridge is a two-lane, double-span, 
through-truss metal swing bridge. There is a one-bay, one-story, flat-roofed bridge 
tender's building covered with metal siding on the north side of the bridge. Swinging 
crossing gates are at both ends of the bridge. 

History According to the 1878 Annual Report of the A&C Canal Company, the 
Centewille Turnpike Company constructed and maintained at its own expense a single- 
lane drawbridge. Incorporated into the State Highway system in 1919, Centewille 
Turnpike is also known as Route 604. The present two-lane swing bridge was constructed 
to replace the original bridge in 1955. The bridge's construction date is outside the period 
of significance for the Albemarle & Chesapeake Canal Historic District and it is therefore 
a non-contributing resource. 

Centewille Marina 1994 1 Non-contributing Building 
102-110 Centewille Turnpike, North 
(Between Great Bridge and North Landing, Chesapeake) 
VDHR NO. 131-5333-0018 

Description The Centerville Marina Building is located on the north side of the 
Albemarle & Chesapeake canal, to the east of the north end of the Centewille Turnpike 
Bridge. It is oriented north-south and is a two-story, four-bay frame building with a flat 
and peaked roof. The building is covered with vinyl siding. The building houses a store, 
cafi and rest rooms, as well as an office for the dockmaster. There are wooden exterior 
staircases on the north and west elevations. 

History According to Chesapeake City building permits, the Centewille Marina 
dates to 1994. The building does not appear to have been altered or added onto since that 
date. The building's construction date is outside the period of significance for the 
Albemarle & Chesapeake Canal Historic District and it is therefore a non-contributing 
resource. 

House, Route 165 1919 1 Non-contributing Building 
3001 Mt. Pleasant Road 
North Landing, Chesapeake 
VDHR NO. 131-5333-0019 

Description This house is located on the west side of Route 165, 200 feet northwest of 
the north end of the North Landing Bridge, near the eastern terminus of the Albemarle & 
Chesapeake Canal. Built in 1919, the house is a one-and-one-half-story, three-bay, gable- 
roofed frame house built on a T plan. The roof overhangs on the south to shelter a 




































