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Thc X l l e r s l i e  house is an I t a l i a n  V i l l a  s t y l e  dwell ing e r e c t e d  
' c i r c a  1857, and e r t e n r i v e l y  remodeled i n  1910. I ts o r i g i n a l  appearance is I- 
knorm from two contemporary r ep resen ta t ions .  The e a r l i e r  i s  a water  c o l o r  
by a l o c a l  a r t i s t ,  George Simpson. The second is a small  unsigned penc i l  
drawing made dur ing  t h e  C i v i l  I.7ar. The i l l u s t r a t i o n s  show a two-story 
stoccoed house wi th  a three-bay facade.  She l t e r ing  t h e  f r o n t  en t rance  i s  a 
porte-cochere supported on two columns. On t h e  no r th  s i d e  i s  a t h r e e - s t o r y  
tower with f l a t  roo f ,  bracketed corn ice ,  and paneled parapet .  The roof  of  
the  main body of t h e  house i s  s i m i l a r l y  t r e a t e d  except t h a t  t h e  parapet  i s  
not  paneled. Panels a r e  employed on t h e  s i d e s  of t h e  chimneys, however. The 
south x a l l  f e a t u r e s  a c e n t r a l ,  t h ree -pa r t  bay, and a two-story s e r v i c e  wing 
i s  a t t ached  t o  t h e  r e a r  o r  e a s t  wal l  by an arcade.  The windows on both t h e  
f i r s t  and second f l o o r s  a r e  long and narrow and have no p a r t i c u l a r  1 e m b e l l i s h e n t s .  The Simpson drawing shows s ix-over-n ine  s a s h  on t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r  and s ix-over-s ix  s a s h  on t h e  second. Separa t ing  t h e  two f l o o r s  i s  a I nar:mv, unornamented b e l t  course.  

The o r i g i n a l  room arrangement and appearance of t h e  t r i m  i s  unlcno~m. 
The house probably had t h e  same number and type  o f  rooms a s  shown i n  t h e  
drawings f o r  t h e  f i r s t  two proposed designs. I n  t h e s e ,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t ,  Robert 
Young, provided a h a l l ,  l i b r a r y ,  morning room, drawing room, d in ing  room, 
s t a i r  h a l l ,  s t o r e  room and water  c l o s e t  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  The second f l o o r  
hs d iv ided  i n t o  four  bedrooms, d re s s ing  rooms, water  c l o s e t ,  bathroom and 
s e r v i c e  a r e a s .  The tower room was des ignated  as a "Ladies S i t t i n g  Room." 
The house bras s e t  deep i n  a landscaped park. Beyond t h e  park were farmlands. 

As remodeled i n  1910, t h e  f l a t  roof ,  co rn icc ,  and parapet  were removed 
and rsp laced  by a spreading  hipped roof wi th  deep eaves and exposed r a f t e r  
ends. Wide, t h r e e - p a r t  hipped roof dormers were placed on t h e  r o o f ' s  e a s t  
and west s lopes .  Both t h e  tower and t h e  th ree -pa r t .  bay were r a i s e d  an e x t r a  

! s t o r y  and given hipped r o o f s .  The porte-cochere was rep laced  by a veranda / ?hat  extends across  t h e  e n t i r e  f i r s t  f l o o r  o f  t h e  facade.  A new porte-cochere 
iwas b u i l t  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  po rch ' s  c e n t e r  bay. The smal l  pane s a s h  was re- 
lmoved and replaced  w i t h  sashes  o f  s i n g l e  s h e e t s  o f  g l a s s .  The s e r v i c e  wing 
w a s  r e t a i n e d  bu t  wes a t t ached  t o  the  house and given a hipped roo f .  I t s  I .  

I i n t e r i o r  was col-.verted i n t o  s. handsome game room. 

I i n s i d z ,  t h e  house was compl.etely r e t r h m e d ;  none of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  wood- 
]work o r  i n t e r i o r  decora t ion  was r e t a i n e d .  The Bungaloid f e e l i n g  of  t h e  

I e x t e r i o r  was c a r r i e d  i n t o  t h e  s t a i r  h a l l .  It f e a t u r e s  a f i n e l y  c r a f t e d  
exposed j o i s t  c e i l i n g ,  w i t h  tr~;rgue-and-grooved work between t h e  j o i s t s .  The 

/ r i c h ,  dark-wood s t a i r  rias g iven  square-tapered newells  and a b a l u s t r a d e  
/ c o n t a i n i n g  ?.5ogul-typc arches .  The r ecep t ion  roorns were r e s t y l e d  wi th  a 
/ combination of Louis XVL and Georgian mot i fs .  The panel ing  and ryoodwork i n  

t h e  drawing room and w r i t i n g  roo;n a r e  d i g n i f i e d  examples of  t h e i r  per iod .  
P resen t ly ,  the  i n t e r i o r  i s  enhanced by an excep t iona l ly  f i n e  c o l l e c t i o n  of 
an t iqdes .  

The landscaped park i s  l a r g e l y  i n t a c t  and con ta ins  many of i t s  o r i g i n a l  
t r e e s .  The grounds a r e  accented by a s e r i e s  of  ear ly- twent ie th-century  out-  
bu i ld ings  and farm s t r u c t u r e s  b u i l t  f o r  David Dunlop 11. Of p a r t i c u l a r  
i n t e r e s t  i s  a l a r g e ,  l og  manager's house dcsigned by Carneal and Johnston, 

1 archi'cects of  t h e  remodeling. 
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E l l e r s l i e  i s  a handsomely preserved ante-bellum e s t a t e  con ta in ing  an 
cnasual  I t a l i a n  V i l l a  s t y l e  mansion and a r a r e  surv iv ing  exainple of a mid- 
n . i -e teenth  century  p r i v a t e  landscaped park. The e s t a t e  was formed by David 
Lbnlop (1803-186&), a n a t i v e  of  Ayr, Scot land ,  who s e t t l e d  i n  Petersbuzg,  .. . 
"1.rglnia in  1828, and quickly  became one of  t h e  most success fu l  tobacco 

':ro:g=rs and dea le r s  of  h i s  day. The Ches te r f i e ld  County t r a c t  on which he  
e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  cogintry s e a t  o r i g i n a l l y  served a s  one o f  h i s  tobacco 

E V ~ I L  though h n l o p  acquired t h e  E l l e r s l i e  l and  i n  1839 he d i d  not  g e t  
lzrcuad t o  bu i ld ing  h i s  house u n t i l  t h e  1850's .  For h i s  a r c h i t e c t  Dunlop 
1 chose Robert Young of  t h e  B e l f a s t ,  I r e l a n d ,  f i rm  of  Young and HacKenzie. 
/'itis f a c t  t h a t  k n l o p  remained a B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t  u n t i l  h i s  death makes it 
i?iz.;sijle t h a t  he should have thought only  a f e l low s u b j e c t  could provide 
, . 

r r k  v i t h  s u i t a b l e  des igns  f o r  h i s  count ry  house. The des ign  vent  through 
icbree ve r s ions ,  and t h e  sets of drawings f o r  t h e  f i r s t  two v e r s i o n s ,  produce3 
! i n  1836, s u r ~ i v e  a t  E l l e r s l i e  today. The drawings f o r  t h e  t h i r d  and f i .nal  
I 
i vers ion  do no t ;  a s  was t h e  custom, they probably were handed over  t o  t h e  
Ih3ildi.r .  and d i sca rded  when they  no longer  were u s e f u l .  
1 
8 .  

The appearance of  t h e  house a s  o r i g i n a l l y  completed around 1857 is 
i:<ilol;r? through two contemporary rep resen ta t ions .  The most d e t a i l e d  is a 
'::zrer c o l o r  by a l o c a l  a r t i s t ,  George Si rpson,  pa in ted  soon a f t e r  complet ion,  
~ Z C  sb.3:7s a sonerghat a u s t e r e  V i l l a  s t y l e  house w i t h  stuccoed w a l l s ,  f l a t  r o o f ,  
iand t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  tower. More American than B r i t i s h  i n  s c a l e  and concept,  
i t  r e c a l l s  t h e  p l a i n e r  V i l l a  s t y l e  house of  Alexander Jackson Davis. The 
: :,.,-. - , : . - , - ~ e  was s e t  deep i n  an ex tens ive  romantic landscaped park con ta in ing  
:or;.,z?ental t r e e s ,  l a l ce l e t s ,  pa'ihs, v i s t a s ,  and garden ornaments. 

E l l e r s l i e  served  a s  t h e  headquar te rs  of General P i e r r e  G .  T. de I. 
i e a r e g a r d  dur ing  t h e  War Between t h e  S t a t e s .  I n  1864 t h e  grounds were msed 
i a i  a r e s t  camp f o r  Confederate t roops fol lowing a c t i o n  a1or.g t h e  Veldon Road, 
/sccti:  of Petersburg.  An o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  encsmp~nent, Johnson Haygood, i n  h i s  
:~. 'f i-uirs I--__ of _ t h e  _ !<zr _ o f  -.-> Succession (Columbia, S.C., 1910) provides a d e t a i l e d  
Idesc r ip t ion  of t h e  house and grounds a s  they  appeared then. I n  h i s  account 
iZ03r.son noted ,  "\.kenever a prospect  opened, o r  t h e  shade was denses t ,  o r  t h e  
Iz>:!~xur of the  water  f e l l  g e n t l e s t  upon t h e  e a r ,  a sununer house o r  a r u s t i c  
/ s e a t  i n v i t e d  repose;  and f ro% t h e  va r ious  p a r t s  of  t h e  grounds t h e  mansion 
I-..., . 
ei t o  be  seen sometimes a gl impse,  sometimes a view more o r  l e s s  f u l l ,  bu t  

$l-:~ys p ic turesque .  It r.7as a s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  I t a l i a n  V i l l a  s t y l e  and stood 
upon a g e n t l e  eminence near  t h e  creek,  w i th  t h e  g r a s s  growing up t o  i t s  wa l l  
3rd the  g r a v e l l e d  ca - r r i ag  d r i v e  approaching i n  a g r a c e f u l  sveep." 

E l l e r s l i e  was s o l d  o u t  of  t h e  Dunlop fami ly  i n  t h e  1870's and passed 
LEi..rou::h a s e r i e s  o f  owners u n t i l  1907 ?:hen it was b ~ ~ h r b x  David ~ u n l o p ' s  -- . - - . ~- I 
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grandson and namesake. The house had f a l l e n  i n t o  a  bad s t a t e  of  r e p a i r  i n  t h e  
in t e rven ing  yea r s ,  and David IXinlop I1 undertook an extens ive  renovat ion and 
remocieling. The Richmond f i rm of Carneal and Johnston was engaged i n  1910 t o  
c a r r y  out  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  and they  gave the  house a  more fash ionable  appearance 
by r e s t y l i n g  i t  i n  t h e  then-popular "Bun~alo id"  mode. m e  b a s i c  plan was kept  
but a  rpreading hipped roof wi th  iride dormers, deep eaves,  and exposed r a f t e r  
ends was s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  low roof and parapet .  The A s i a t i c  
f n e l i n g  was c a r r i e d  i n t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  i n  t h e  s t a i r  h a l l  but  t h e  recept ion  
rooms were redesigned i n  a  more s e d a t e  combination of  Louis XVI  and Georgian 
s s y l e s .  While t h e  house thus  took on an Edwardian c h a r a c t e r ,  t h e  b a s i c  ou t -  
l i q c  of t h e  handsome park waa r e t a i n e d ,  thus  preserv ing  t h e  ante-bellum f l e v o r  
of the  e s t a t e .  

The ~ghole  su rv ives  a s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  example of t h e  t a s t e s  of  a  leading  
mercan t i l e  fami1.y. The house i s  one of  t h e  feri Vi rg in ia  bu i ld ings  t h a t  can be 
d o c u ~ e n t e d  a s  having been designed by a  fo re ign  a r c h i t e c t ,  and i t s  a rch i t ec tu r ; i l  
i n t e r e s t  is  supplmnented by i t s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  C i v i l  l iar a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  
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