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1. Name 
histor~c Fort Clifton Archaeological S i te  ( p w) 
andlor common Fort mif ton 

2. Location 
street & number Conduit Road - not tor publication 

city, town Colonial Heights X .  - vlcin~ty of congressional district 4th, Robert W. Daniel, Jr. 

51 state Virginia code county I%J 
570 

code 

3. Classification 
Category 

ofmrship 
Status Present Use 

-district - publ~c occupled - agrlcuiture -museum 
- bullding(s) - private unoccupied -commercial 2 park 
-structure - both -work in progress 2 educational - private residence 
2 L  slte Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment -religious 
-object - in process yes: restricted -government - scientific 

X - being considered - yes: unrestricted -industrial - transportatlon 
- no -military -other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name City of Colonial Heights c/o %or 

street & number h i c i p a . 1  Eklding 

city, town Colonial Heights - vicinity of state Virginia 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Colonial Heights Court House 

street & number MJd~ipa.1 Building 

city, town Colonial Heights Virginia 
state 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Virginia Research Center for  &chaeolOgy 

title Site  fluvey Fbm (4-3) has this property been determined eiegible? -yes _X_ no 

date 1976 X -federal - state - county - local 

depository tor survey records Virginia Research Center for  Archaeology 

city, town College of William and Mary, Wren Kitchen Virginia 23186 
w i ~ ~ ~ o .  state 

LISTED ON:

VLR     10/21/1980
NRHP  02/03/1981



Condition 
X 

Check one Check one 
-excellent -deteriorated 2 unaltered 2 original site 
- good 2 ruins -altered -moved date 1864 
-fair -unexposed . , .  

Describe the present and original (it known) physical appearance 

The Fort Clifton Archaeological Site, a Confederate fortification in Colonial Heights, 
Virginia, is located on the western bluffs of the Appomattox River near its junction with 
Swift's Creek. Fort Clifton is encompassed by a city-owned recreational and educational 
facility, the Fort Clifton Historic Park. The Fort Clifton tract was part of Chesterfield 
County until 1948, at which time it was part of the land annexed by the independent city 
of Colonial Heights. 

In 1978 the VRCA conducted an archaeological survey of the Fort Clifton Historic Park. 
Several archaeological components were identified. These included two battery emplacements 
aligned along a northwest-southeast axis and overlooking the river and a 19th century domes- 
tic site (44CF73, Figure 1). 

The northern battery of Fort Clifton consists of a two section parapet. One section 
is ten feet high, 250 feet long and curvilinear. A second, lower parapet section is only 
two feet in height and extends in a southwesterly direction for 250 feet, terminating near 
the 19th century house foundation. 

Nearer the river, the southern battery sweeps a 420 foot arc, interrupted by a circular 
gun emplacement which protrudes to the cast. Gaps in the parapet suggest the presence of six 
embrasures, whereas four earthen mounds directly behind the parapet appear to be powder 
magazines. A low parapet section, comparable in height to the one in the northern battery, 
extends 220 feet, curving to the southeast. The L-shaped brick foundation of a 19th century 
domestic structure lies to the west of the Fort Clifton batteries, the remains of the Clifton 
house shown on several late 19th century maps. 

The archaeological remains of Fort Clifton and the Clifton house have survived intact 
and are presently preserved within the confines of the park property. The property is 
presently covered with pine and hardwood forestation, interrupted with nature trails(Figure 2) 

According to local informants, immediately off shore in the Appomattox River are the 
submerged remains of a Union gunboat, sunk by gunfire eminating from Fort Clifton on May 9, 
1864. As the exact location of this shipwreck has not been verified by a nautical archae- 
ological survey, its presumed location is not included within the nominated acreage. 



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1 799 

1800-1899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion 

archeology-historic - consewation - law - science 
-agriculture economics , -literature -sculpture 
-architecture education - x military -sociaI/ 
- art - engineering -music humanitarian 
-commerce - explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater 
- communications - industry - politicslgovernment transportation 

- invention other is~ecifv) 

Specific dates w, June 1864 BuilderlArchitect anfederate &q 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Fort Clifton Archaeological Site in Colonial Heights, Virginia, includes the 
intact archaeological remains on Confederate Fort Clifton, as well as those of a 19th 
century domestic site, the house traditionally known as Clifton. Fort Clifton was the 
site of three major confrontations between Union and Confederate forces in 1864 during 
the Petersburg campaign. The remains of Fort Clifton are representative of Civil War 
military fortifications and therefore have inherent research value. The Fort Clifton 
site has great public significance to the people of Colonial Heights for whom the fort 
is an important local landmark and a source of local pride. Interpretive facilities 
at the park fulfill a public educational mission by informing tourists and local resi- 
dents about Fort Clifton's role in Civil War history. Thus the Fort Clifton Historic 
Park makes a significant contribution to public education and enjoyment and contributes 
greatly to community enhancement. 

Thc Fort Clifton Historic Park is part of a tract patented in December 1620 by 
Charles Magnor, whose great encompassed 650 acres bounded on the north by the marshes 
of Swift's Creek and on the east by the Appomattox River. At that time the upland portion 
of Magnor's grant was known as the Conjurer's Field. Throughoct the 17th, 18th and 19th 
centuries the land near the mouth of Swift's Creek and the Appomattox River was in con- 
tinuous agricultural use. 

BY the 1850's the property, which by then had become known as the Clifton tract, 
was owned by Ottoway and Elizabeth Hare. The Hares sold it to Alexander Jones, whose 
1860 will conveyed it to his brother, James Jones. Immediately prior to the Civil War, 
James Jones sold Clifton to William H. Crow, who owned the property at the time Fort 
Clifton was built. Crow's name appears on an 1867 Union map of the area, which also 
depicts Fort Clifton, whereas an 1863 map by a Confederate cartographer attributes 
the property to its former owners, the Hares. 

In 1864, when the Civil War was drawing to a close, the Confederate army built a 
line of defenses protecting Petersburg and, ultimately, Richmond. Confederate Brigidier 
General Robert E. Colton described the eight mile semi-circle of defenses covering the 
Appomattox River as being of such low profile that they were only slightly noticeable. 
He contended that a horseman could ride over any portion of the defense without 
difficulty, with the exception of the lunettes and redoubts constructed in the more 
commanding positions, one of which was Fort Clifton. 

The battle at nearby Port Walthall Junction led up to the fighting at Fort Clifton 
(Figure 3). On May 7, 1864 Confederate Major General G.E. Pickett ordered General Johnson 
to fall back to Swift's Creek and make an entrenchment. ,Receiving the order at 10 P.M. 
that night, Johnson acted upon it immediately. By 3 A.M. of May 8th, his artillery and 
infantry had crossed the creek and begun fortifying their position. During the day and 
evening of May 8th Johnson's men collected arms and supplies from nearby Port Walthall 
Junction, while other troops ucder Colonel Harris set about construction a good line of 



C h e s t e r f i e l d  County Deed Books. 

C o l o n i a l  H e i g h t s  Deed Books. 

Co ls ton,  R.E. The Way t o  Appomattox, ed. R.N. Johnson, (New York ,  1966). 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property L a c - -  
Quadrangle name Hopewell Quadrangle scale 7.5 ' , L;249(1IL 
UMT References 

A [21gi 2161q 141112i814i5101 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting BW-w 

Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and  just i f icat ion Bounded on the east and southeast by the bank of 
the Appolnattox River, Due west along a small ravine t o  the terminus of the access road a t  
the southwest corner of the park, north along the park boundaries, east along a a l l  

and the park boundary t o  intersectioli&th t h e  Appamattox R i v e r .  

L ist  a l l  s tates and count ies for propert ies overlapping s ta te  or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

1 I. Form Prenared BY 

nameititie Martha MdiWtneY and Keith Egloff, Research  S p e c i a l i s t  and S t a f f  A r c h a e o l o g i s t  

orqanization Virginia Research Center for  Archaeology date October 8, 1980 

street number Wren Kitchen, College of William and telephone 804-253-4836 
-7 

city or town Williamsbmg, state Yirginia 23186 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

2 national L state Z local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8% 
for inclusion in the National Register and certify that i t  has been evaluated 

s set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

ature 
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r i f l e  p i t s  and b a t t e r i e s  while  a d d i t i o n a l  detachments occupied the  ad jacent  
v i c i n i t y ,  covering t h e  br idges  and access  roads ,  Eighteen p i eces  of a r t i l l e r y  
were deployed a t  t h e  f o r t .  Three se rgean t s  and twenty-two s o l d i e r s  under L t .  
F.M. Kelso were detached t o  man t h e  heavy a r t i l l e r y  a t  F o r t  C l i f t o n ,  where Captain 
S.T. Martin was i n  command. 

An undated p lan  of For t  C l i f t o n  d e p i c t s  i ts  layout ,  showing t h e  conf igura t ion  
of i t s  two b a t t e r i e s  and magazine, d e t a i l s  which have been v e r i f i e d  by VRCA archae- 
o log ica l  survey work (Figure 4 ) .  A watercolor  ske tch  of For t  C l i f t o n  done by a Union 
a r t i s t  loca ted  on an opposing b lu f f  a c r o s s  t h e  Appomattox River shows t h e  f o r t  
a s  we l l  a s  t h e  C l i f t o n  house (Figure 5 ) .  He ind ica t ed  t h a t  the  f o r t  and house were 
surrounded by a g r i c u l t u r a l  land.  

For t  C l i f t o n  had hard ly  been completed when a b a t t l e  ensued. According t o  the  
r epor t  of Confederate General Johnson, " a t  9 A.M. on May 9 a small  boat  appeared i n  
t h e  Appomattox below For t  C l i f ton ,  which was f i r e d  on and d r iven  o f f .  A t  about 11 A.M., 
f i v e  gunboats advanced and engaged t h e  b a t t e r y  a t  Fo r t  C l i f ton .  The f i r e  was contin-  
ued from t h e  f o r t  u n t i l  a f t e r  2 P.M., when four  gunboats r e t i r e d  and t h e  f i f t h  one 
found t o  be cr ippled .  A p a r t y  was organized t o  board t h e  boat  bu t  t h e  enemy s e t  f i r e  
t o  i t ,  abandoned and burned it."l 

The Union army's account of t h e  b a t t l e  is very s i m i l a r .  According t o  t h e  s t a t e -  
ment of Lt .  Sy lves t e r  B. P a r t r i d g e  of t h e  U.S. S ignal  Corps, when Union General 
Graham brought h i s  gunboats up t h e  Appomattox River ,  they came under f i r e  from For t  
C l i f ton .  Pa r t r idge  noted t h a t  a l though t h e  gunboats re turned  t h e  f i r e ,  they were a t  
a cons iderable  disadvantage due t o  t h e  e leva ted  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  Confederate f o r t .  

Confederate Colonel Abraham Fulkerson described t h e  May 9 th  l ands ide  f i g h t i n g  i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of F o r t  C l i f t o n  which accompanied t h e  naval  confronta t ion .  He wrote t h a t  
e a r l y  i n  t h e  morning Federa l  t roops  appeared on t h e  b lu f f  oppos i te  t h e  f o r t  and i n t e n s e  
skirmishing commenced a t  once and l a s t e d  throughout t h e  day. Confederate t roops  re -  
turned t h e  Union f i r e  f romadefense  l i n e  extending from F o r t  C l i f t o n  t o  a po in t  two and 
one ha l f  miles  southward. During t h e  n i g h t  of May 9 th  t h e  Union t roops  crossed t h e  
r i v e r  near  t h e  Dunlap house, south  of Fo r t  C l i f t o n ,  and got  a p iece  of a r t i l l e r y  a s  f a r  
a s  the  wa te r ' s  edge. They were d r i v a b a c k ,  however, and t h e  For t  C l i f t o n  a rea  continued 
t o  be held by t h e  Confederates.  Two men were k i l l e d  i n  t h e  encounter and s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  
were s l i g h t l y  wounded. 

I n  June 1864 F o r t  C l i f t o n  came under a t t a c k  a second time. A t  8:30 A.M. on June 
l o t h ,  L t .  Commander Amos P. Fos ter  of t h e  U.S. Steamer Commodore Peery opened f i r e  on 
For t  C l i f t o n ,  bombarding i t  wi th  h i s  100 pound P a r r o t t  guns. Shots  f i r e d  by t h e  Con- 
f ede ra t e s  i n  r e t a l i a t i o n  f e l l  s h o r t  of t h e i r  t a r g e t  a s  Fos ter  dropped downriver out  of 
range a f t e r  h i s  a t t a c k .  Af t e r  t h ree  hours s h e l l i n g  by t h e  Union armed steamer, one of 
Confederate guns had been dismounted and another  s t ruck .  Although Fos ter  repor ted  t h a t  
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t h e  Confederates had l e f t  the  f o r t  by 2 P.M., he noted t h a t t h e y  were, a t  t h e  time 
of h i s  w r i t i n g ,  working d i l i g e n t l y  t o  r e p a i r  i t .  He continued t o  f i r e  upon For t  
C l i f t o n  u n t i l  5 P.M. The armed steamer was not  without c a s u a l t i e s ,  f o r  one of i t s  
P a r r o t t  guns exploded k i l l i n g  s e v e r a l  men who were buried a t  nearby Po in t  of Rocks. 

On June 1 6 t h  a t  9:30 A.M. Union General B.F. But le r  r epor t ed  t h a t  h i s  army's 
gunboats were aga in  f i r i n g  on For t  C l i f ton .  A t  4:45 P.M. Union a r t i l l e r y  Captain 
W.F. Osborne communicated t o  h i s  supe r io r  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  t h e r e  had been no responsive 
f i r e  from For t  C l i f t o n  f o r  two hours.  A t  7  P.M., General Graham s e n t  two boats  
w i th in  150 yards of  t h e  f o r t  which, upon drawing c lose ,  were f i r e d  upon seve ra l  
t imes from t h e  f o r t .  The documentary record does not  r e v e a l  whether f e d e r a l  e f f o r t s  
t o  cap tu re  t h e  f o r t  were successfu l  o r  whether t h e  Confederates made any at tempt 
t o  r e s t o r e  i t  t o  se rv ice .  

Af t e r  t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  C i v i l  War, William H. Crow l o s t  h i s  bat t le-ravaged farm 
i n  an 1869 chancery s u i t .  The C l i f t o n  t r a c t  subsequently was acquired by M r .  and 
Mrs. Alexander Donnan i n  1871. It  was re-sold s e v e r a l  t imes i n  quick succession.  
i n  1888 when J.E. La Prade drew h i s  map of Ches te r f i e ld  County, he i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  
"Clifton" house and a small  bu i ld ing  nearby (Figure 6) .  Severa l  o t h e r  res idences  
were shown i n  t h e  gene ra l  a r ea .  

I n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of t h e  20th century  t h e  C l i f t o n  t r a c t  changed hands severa l  
t imes u n t i l  1947 when i t  was acquired by Freder ick  and Sophia Tussing, from whom 
Robert L. Berberich purchased i t  i n  1968. On August 22, 1973 t h e  proper ty  was 
bought by t h e  c i t y  of  Colonia l  Heights  and was subsequently developed i n t o  a  park. 

The F o r t  C l i f t o n  Archaeological S i r e  warrants  i nc lus ion  on t h e  National  Regis te r  
of H i s t o r i c  P laces  and t h e  Vi rg in i a  Landmarks Reg i s t e r  because i t  symbolizes f o r  t h e  
people of Colonia l  Heights  a  major event i n  t h e i r  l o c a l  h i s t o r y .  It is a l s o  s ig-  
n i f i c a n t  a s  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  example of C i v i l  War m i l i t a r y  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  Moreover, 
F o r t  C l i f t o n  i s  of pub l i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a t  t h e  p resen t  time because i t  i s  an educa- 
t i o n a l  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t y  and t o u r i s t  a t t r a c t i o n .  Although t h e  f o r t  is not  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  unique a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  its l o c a t i o n  wi th in  a  pub l i c  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
f a c i l i t y  provides a n  unusual ly good oppor tuni ty  f o r  pub l i c  educat ional  and apprec ia t ion  

M.W.M. 

Footnote: 
1. War of  t h e  Rebel l ion,  S e r i e s ,  Vol. 36, 243. --- 
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Dyer, Freder ick  H., 4 Compendium ----- of the  War of t h e  Rebel l ion,  (New York, 1959). 

Gilmer, J.F.,  "Ches ter f ie ld  County," 1863. 

LaPrade, J. E.,  "Ches ter f ie ld  County ," 1888. 

Lutz, Francis  E . ,  Ches t e r f i e ld ,  An Old Vi rg in i a  County, (Richmond, 1954) 

Michler, N. and A.A.  Humphreys, "Bermuda Hundred Map," 1867. 

Nugent, Ne l l  M., Caval ie rs  & Pioneers ,  Vol. I, (Baltimore, 1969). 

Secre tary  of War, War of the  Rebel l ion,  O f f i c i a l  Records of t h e  Union and 
Confederate Armies, S e r i e s  1, Volume 3,  P a r t  2 ,  "Correspondence and Operations 
i n  Southeas tern  Vi rg in i a  and North Carolina, May and June 1864," (United 
S t a t e s  Government P r i n t i n g  Office:  Washington 1880 and 1907). 








