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1. Name of Property

historic name FUDGE HOQUSE

other names/site number __VDHR File #107-23

2. Location

street & number ____620_Parklin Prive Nl/janot for publication
city or town Covington N Avicinity

state __Virginia . ____ code YA _. county Alleghany code _005_ zip code 24426

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

! AE the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended. | hereby cenlify that this Lx nomination
b request for determination of eligitiiity meets the documentation standards for registering properies in the National Regist2r of
Historic Places and meels the procecural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinicn. the property
¥ meets L does not meet the National Register criteria | recommend that this property be considered significam

o naticnally [ statewide [_X.m.ally {: _| See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Ll c male SIDEY

Signature bl certifying officialfTitle Date
Director, Virginia Department of Historic Resources
State cof Federa: agency and bureau

In my opinion, the properly {_] meets ] does not meet the Naticnal Register criteria. {D See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certitying officiai/Tille Date

State or Federat agency and bureau |

4. National Park Service Certification
| hereby cerhify that the property is: Signature
] 9ntered in the National Register.
1 See continuation sheet, - S

i..l determined elgiblz for the
National Reqgister
[.1 See contmuauon sheet. o . e

of the Keeper Date of Action

| | determined not eligible for the
National Register o e -

[ remaved from the Natienal
Register [, e

[ ] other. {pxplain . _ ______



FUDGE HOUSE

Name of Propér'i'y

_ALLEGHANY CO., VA

Codniy ‘and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
{(Mark “'x"" in one or more boxes for the cnitena quaifying the property
for National Register listing.

A Property 1s associaled with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

x € Property empodies the distinctive characleristics
of a type. period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individuat distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information impertant in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
Nark < n all the boxes thal agply i

Froperty 15

A cwned by a religious insutution or usad for
religicus purposes.

B removed from its onginal locaton.

C a buthplace or grave.
_ D a cemelery,
" E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
" F a commemorative property.

7 G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

{(Expiain the significance of the propeny on cne or more continuation sheets.)

‘Areas of Significance

{Enter categones from mstructions)

ARCHITECTURE . .

Period of Significance
_ca. 1798-ca. 1910 I

Significant Dates
ca. 1798

ca. 1826
ca. 1890 . .

Sigr%ﬁca%?ll-'grson

iComplete f Crterion B 15 Marked atowe,

_N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
N/A

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibilography

(Cite the bocks. articles. and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more conlinualion sheets.)

Previous documentation on file {(NPS):

{1 prefiminary determination of individual listing {36
CFR 67) has been requested

. | previously listed in the National Register

[ 1 previously determined eligible by the National
Register

" | designated a National Historic Landmark

| | recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

| 1 recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record # e e e

Primary location of additional data:

Ly State Historic Preservation Office
|.] Other State agency
1| Federal agency
{) Local government
L | University
| Other
Name of repaositary:
Va Dept. of Historic Resources

22 Governor St., Richmond, VA 23214
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<

10. Geaographical Data

Acreage of Property 4.6 Acres

UTM References
{(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet))

17 1s8.8/680 4,181 500 R R R
‘Zone ‘Easling . Morthing Zone Easting - J\V]orkn-w_ma_ I
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I | Sae continuation sneet

Verbai Boundary Description

(Describe the boundarigs of the propeny on a continuation sheset.)

Boundary Justification

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet )

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Dianne PBerce, Historic Preservation Consultant

organization date 12/4/92

street & numper 10056 Hobbyhill Rad telepnone (804)272-5502

city or town _Richmand state VA zip coge 23235

Additional Documentation
Submit the following 1tems with the compieted form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) mdicating the propenty’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
{Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name _.James Patton Loving, Jr.

street & number __350 N. Maple Street telephone _(7031962-2283
city or lown __gewington state _ VA zip code _24426

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the Naticnal Register of Historic Places to naminate
properties lor listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list praperties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benelit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.}.

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and compleling and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects {1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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FUDGE HOUSE
Covington, VA

SUMMARY DESCRIPTiUN

ihe [Iudege liouse, with 1ts original log core orf around 1798,
represents a lJu-vear evolution of eniargements, rearrangements,
and daecoration. Historic tabric remains trom each period of
construction: the late eighteenth century. around 1826, around
1897, and around 1910. The present general appearance of the house
dates largely from the 1897 remodeling. it 1s a two-story,
weatherboarded structure of log, frame, and brick construction with
a hipped roof, and four exterior chimneys and two interior flues.
Une-story porches are on the north, south, and east elevations.
Also on the property is a frame smockehouse, probably buiit in the
late nineteenth-century, and a noncontributing frame garage.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

Inhe eariiest section of the Fudege [llouse was builit arcund 1:/98 of
sguared logs, dovetailed at the corners., and chinked with
diagonally laid sctones and mud. It was a two-story structure with
two rooms on each floor, a center stair, and front and rear
entrances. A gable roof capped the house, with its ridge running
ilengthwise (east-west) on the rectangular structure., sStone
exterior end chimneys were on the east and west ends of the house.
A one-room log kitchen was to the north of the house.

The first alteration was the rebuilding in soft brick of the
eastern chimneyv; 1ts stone foundation remains in the celilar.

The house received its first major addition around i826. A two-
story. one-rcom-deep brick section was added to the west of the
house. with a one-story, one-room brick eili to the north. The
stair was relocated to approximately the position of the fireplace
on what had been the westernmost wall. The straight-run, closed-
string stair has a vertical indented-panel iower enclosure.' The
criginal location of the stalr is clearlyv evident 1in the ifiocoring
on the second floor, while the location of the fireplace may be
seen in the intilled wall of the closet under the stair.

are



MY P 10000
Ch Aocroww Ne. 10240018

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historié Fiéces
Continuation Sheet

Section number _7 __ Page _ 2

FUDGE HOQUSE
Covington, VA

Architectural Analysis (continued)

A frame partition wlth slmpie eariyv nineteenth-century moidings
matching those of the rest of the new section was added in the log

section, making a room and stalr hall. 7The original rear door was
tframed over and a new one cut 1n the stair hall. fhe new brick
section had brick exterior end chimnevs in the western wall of each
Troom.

he door surrounds and basebcards 1in the [8426 section and {rame
partition in the log section are simple wide tlat boards: the doors
have unadorned sguare corner blocks. The first-fioor room on the
southwest corner, the first-floor northwest room, and the southeast
second-floor room all retain simple heart-pine manteis from the
1826 remodeling, featuring flat wide pilasters on tiat bases. un
the first floor, the southwest room retalins early nlineteenth-
century floorboards approximately seven inches wide.

Around the time J. T. Fudge, Sr., married for the second time 1in
1897, the house was again renovated, this time itargeiy giving it
its present appearance. In this remodelins, the rear eil was
enlarged slightly and a ftull two-story wing was added across the
rear, giving the house a double-pile configuration. A rear stair
hall was added with an L-configured stair. in the log section,
another frame partition was added, creating a side hali otff the
southeast corner room, with an arched opening into the tront stair
hatl.

FThe overall appearance of the house was changed at this time when
the roofline was ralsed by approximately eighteen inches and the
roof configuration made hipped, with a center front gable featuring

a Tound-arched two-over-two window and fishscale shingles. A
cornice with small brackets follows the line of the eaves and the
tfront gable, The rooi was originally slate; today it is asphait

shingles.® All of the windows were enlarged at this time to a
unitorm size with one-over-one panes.®
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Covington, VA

Architectural Analysis (continued)

ithe 1ive-bpay., one-story, wooden Iront porch was also added in 18Y7,
with 1ts four wide si1ide bayvs and one narrow cehnter bav, heavy

turnea postis. carved brackets, and sawnwork railrtne tsince
removed) .’ fhe porcih posts on the east side have simpie sawnwork
brackets.’

Un the interior, the windews were made uniform throughout, with
svmmetrical architraves, fluted moldings and bull’'s-eye corner
blocks. Door casings from this remodeling have the same moldings,
on high bases with fluted tops. The baseboards tfrom this period
are likewise fluted. The front stalr detailing dates from l8Y7 as
well: heavy turned newels and turned balusters with square tops
and bottoms. The rear stair features identical detailing, aside
from its under-stair enclosure of tongue-and-groove paneliing. PMost
of the narrow oak flooring in the house dates from this period,
with some random-width pine in the second-floor southeast corner
room. In the second-floor front rooms, a band of picture molding
marks the originali rootfline.

Most of the doors in the house have four plain indented panels,
'he front door has two indented panels and a iarge one-pane window.
The rear door, with its narrow four-pane sidelights, was the front

door prior to the 1897 remodeling.’ The two wood mantels in the
secaond filocor, west side rooms, date from the same period. Both
tfeature glazed tile fireplace surrounds of mottled colors, and
patterned tile hearths. The mantel in the southwest corner room

teatures three elongated flJuted brackets and flower-patterned
cutouts. 1n the northwest room, the mantel’s opening is surrounded
by a row of beads; the shelf is likewise adorned. Both oif these
rooms show well-defined ghosts of overmantelis. The fireplace in
the first-floor southeast corner room was walled off, probably at
this time; the chimney is used Yor the furnace exhaust flues.

The final major alterations to the house were made around iYlu.
At this time, the log kitchen was replaced with a new frame
structure, with a floor slightly higher than the old one to meet
that of the new stair hall and butler’s pantry, which were built



WY Form 10-800-9
(-} CAIE ACorovel Hu. 1ACOTE

United States Department of the interlor
National Park Service

National Register of Historib P!éces_ '
Continuation Sheet

Section number __7 Page _4  _

FUDGE HOUSE
Covington, VA

Architectural Analysis (continued)

Lo joln the kitchen to the main house. Although the new kitchen
1s one-story like 1ts predecessor, the adjoining new wing is two
stories, with servants’ guarters on the second riocor. ihis wing'’s
gable rooi wilith end returns continues the cornice of the main
house. :

Also, at this time bathrooms were added in the first-tloor and
second-floor rear halls, Above the porch on. the east side ot the
house, an enclosed sleeping porch was added.'

All of the brick chimneys on the house have been rebuilt to a
uniform two-story heisght in four- and five-course American bond.

The house has seen few changes since the last major remodeling.
The present owner is currently undertaking a carerful restoration.
leaving all historic fabric in place and replacing oniy as
necessary for structural soundness.

Although the Fudge House was once the focal point of a large tarm,
only one of the associated farm buildings remains--a tframe
smokehouse to the northwest of the house. Alsc on the property is
a frame two-bay garage that postdates the property’s period of
significance. Additionally, there are ruins of at ieast two
structures to the north of the house: a slave cabin, and what may
be the remnants of the third house built by Joseph Carpenter, the
original settler. No archaeological survey has been undertaken
to locate the sites of early outbuildings and other eariv features.
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ENDNOTES

L. 1ne relatlively sophlsticalted detaliiing suegests that the rabric
oI the original stair was not moved, but a new one was constructed
at this time.

4 in a Historical Inventory report by the Works Frogress
Administration of Virginia, dated January 5, 14%37, the roof
material 1s given as slate,

3. The WPA report of 1437 describes the windows as having been
replaced in 1890 with "four-pane” windows. 1f this was indeed the
case, and not an error, the present one-over-one windows post-date
the report. This seems unliikely, but not impossibie,

4, 'he WPA report states that the earlier front porch was moved
Lo the rear and a new porch added in 1890,

3. The WPA Report, dated 1937, states that the original front
porch was relocated to the rear when the Victorian remodelinegs were
done. fhe current owner, however, in removing the rear porch for
restoration, found that the porch is clearly only a few vears old.
lhe porch must therefore have been replaced post-i¥%37.

6. WPA report.

T . Ihe present owner removed a rear porch which had repiaced the
porch described in the WPA report as having been moved from the
front.
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SPATRMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

lor almost two centuries, the Fudge ijouse was the seat ot one of
the eariiest apnd most prominent famiiies in allieghanv Countv.

The btudge liouse, begun as a log structure in the vears just before
180U, grew as the tortunes of the family rose over a period of 130
vears, making it an essay in the evolution of a middlie-class
farmhouse., Architecturalily, the house retains building fabric and
detailing from each of the several building campaigns that enlarsed
it, uwnce the centerpiece of a large agricultural enterprise. the
house is still a very visible and significanct local landmark.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
In L7486 afsurvey ot 182 acres including the land upon which the

Fudge louse now stands was granted by patent to Joseph Carpenter,
a New Yorker who farmed this iand 1n what was then kotetourt

Lounty. Carpenter’s first cabin was 1in the river bottom at the
bend of the Jackson River, just below the present house.
Successive floods drove him to build hieher on the hiil., untii at
last he buiit on its crest. A depression in the hiiiside behind

the present house may be the location of tarpenter’s iast house.
. R

John tflann, another early settler, purchased £30 acres from
tarpenter in 1762; the propertyv plus a ilbu-acre parcel passed in
Li78 to his eldest son Moses Mann. who owned i1t until (784, when
he sold the 230-acre parcel to John kobinson. In 1789 David and
Comfort Tate became its owners.

In 1793 the property was purchased by <{onrad rudge, Jr.. and
Christian Fudge., of Rockingham County, for 550 pounds steriine.
These men were two of the sons of Conrad Fudge, sSr.. whose family
tby the name of Futch) emigrated in 1744 from Hanover, Germany, to
Pennsylvania, and thence up the Shenandoah Valliey to Rockingham
Lounty. Conrad Fudge, Jr., married Elizabeth Persinger. the
daughter of a prominent local citizen, Jacoo Persineger, in i7398.-
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Historical Background (continued)

in all likeliihood 1t was in that same vear that Fudge builit the
log house that is the core of the present house.’ The house was a
two-story, gable-roofed structure with two rooms on each .rflocor and
a stair in the center, A log kitchen stood to the north oif the
main house, closer to the river hilliside. This house predates the
Founding of nearby tovington. which has since erown up around it,
by twenty years.

Cnristian Fudge, who 1n all likelihood had continued to iive in tne
Carpenter cabin to the north of the new house, deeded his half-
ownership of the property to Conrad for 800 pounds sterling in 1817
and then moved to Uhio with his father.! Conrad Fudsge remained on

the property as a blacksmith and farmer. In 1819 he was elected
elder in one of the first churches in the area, a Presbyvterian
congregation. When Conrad Fudge. Jr., died in i849, he left

fourteen children and an unusually lardge estate of 37,000 divided
among his seven sons.

All ot Fudge's land was willed to two of his sons, andrew and
Stephen, with the stipulation that they would pay the other five
sons $1.,000 each. The same vear, Andrew bought Stephen’s
interest.’ Andrew Fudge continued farming the family iand, and in
addition ran a distillery,® Fudge also served as clerk of the
county and the circuit courts from 1831 until 1B38, was elected

Commissioner of Revenue at the age of twentyv-five. and was
appointed a Jjustice in 1864, In his Memorials of uld Virginia

Clerks, Frederick Johnston, writing in 1888. commented:

Andrew Fudge was eminently a self-made man. With very
limited opportunities to obtain more than a plain English
education, such was his energy and industry, coupled with
good, hard common sense., that he made his way in the worlid,
and at the age of twentyv-five was elected commissioner of
the revenue: and having served one term. offered as a candi-
date for the clerkship. and was elected. or appointed. clerk
of both the courts oif Alleghany in the year 1831, and held
the offices for twentv-seven vears, when he declined a re-
election. He was an efficient and useful clerk, nhighiy
esteemed by all., and is now “stout and hearty” at the age .

of eighty-four,.
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Historical Background {continued)

andrew fudge married ilarriet Kvie Beale in i830, and it was around
this time (while his father was still Lltivineg) that the house
received its first major enlargement.?® A brick two-story section
was added. the stair was relocated. and new chimneyvs were built to
g1ve the house a single-pile. center-passage plan. A one-room rear
ell was also added at this time.

The Fudege household, according to the 1830 census, consisted of
Andrew and Harriet Fudsge, their seven children. and three other
adults, seemingliy the brothers and sisters of the adulit Fudees,
andrew Fudge'’s occupation is listed as merchant, while the other
adult males were ajiil laborers. The farm, consistine of 400
improved acres and 375 unimproved, produced a vieid that was of
middiing size by the standard of other Alieghany County farms of
the period.’

Ut Andrew Fudge’s six sons and two daughters, his son Joseph
Tavener Fudge inherited the property in 1886. Althousgh his father
had been a Union supporter until Virginia .Jjoined the cConifederate
cause, Joseph Fudge and three of his brothers fought for the South
in the Civil War as members of the Stonewaii Brigade.'® Joseph
Fudge continued the tradition of civil service begun by his tather,
serving as treasurer of Allesghany County from 1883 until 19U4, as
well as clerk of the county and circuit courts from 1864 until

1870. He 'also was one of the founders ot the Covington National
Bank .

Joseph Fudge married for the second time in [8Y97, a woman named
Ida kevercomb. It was around this time that the house was further

enlarged and given the Victorian appearance it retains today.'* Two

rooms were added to the rear, giving a double-pile plan with front
and rear center stair halls. The roof was raised and made hipped,
windows were enlarged, and decorative sawnwork trim was added.

In 1906 Joéeph T. Fudge, Jr., inherited the land, by now diminished

to a hundred acres, from his father. Sometime in the first two
decades of the twentieth century. the house was renovated for the
last time. The log kitchen was replaced with frame and connected

to the main house by a butler’s pantry and rear stair hail. .
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Historical Background (continued)

Joseph Fudge. Jr.. continuea farming tie lana. but began selling
sections oI the property for residential subdivisions in the {(ydUs
and 1940Us. Fudge's wife Ann Virginia Lambert Fudge iived in the
house after his death in 1964 until her own death in 1991, The
present owner purchased the properiy from her heirs in vctober

1991,
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ENDNOTES

1. Recent archaelogical efforts by the current owner have revealed
substantial stone walls set into the face of the cliff. Althoueh
a somewhat inconvenlient position for a nouse, thne site would nave
afforded a pancramic view up and down the river at a time when
Indians still posed a serious threat and traveled largely by river,
Further archaelogical research could prove very enliightening about
the nature of this structure.

2. The land taxes for the vear 1798 increase substantially, from
178.50 pounds to 632.50 pounds, indicating the likeiihood of a new
building on the property. In addition, all local histories of the
Fudge House asslign the date of the log section of the house as
being the last few vears of the eighteenth century.

3. Deed Book 13, page 238.

4, Will Book 2, page 368.

5. Deed Book 3, page 64.

6. The current owner has a bottle with the inscription
. Rye Whiskey

Andrew Fudge
Covington, Virginia.

. Frederick Johnston, Memoriais Of vld Virginia cierks (Lyvnchurg,
A: J.P. Bell Company, 1888,, pp. 35-06.

<)~

8. The most commonly given date for the eniargement 1s 1826.
Local histories have generally misread an 1828 deed t(LDeed Book 1,
page 432) between Conrad Fudge a&nd his neighbor, George Dressier,
in which it refers to a new house. Although the deed cleariy
states that the new house was erecited by George Dressler, 1t has
been used to establish the date of the Fudge House as around 1826-
1828. A more likely version is that the house was enlargead either
in anticipation of or conseguence of Andrew Fudge’s marriage in
1830. Land taxes for the entire period from 1822 until 1850 show
no significant change which would help pinpoint the date of the
addition. -
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Endnotes (continued)

9. Although the 1850 Census’ List of Inhabitants gives a value of
$10,000 to Andrew Fudge's real estate, the Agricultural Census for
?he same year estimates the cash value of the farm at $6000,
indicating that his other holdings in the area were substantial.
The farm produced 250 bushels of wheat, 75 of rye, 1000 of Indian
corn, and 350 of oats in 1850, along with 70 pounds of wool, 100
bushels of potatoes, 300 pounds of butter, and 20 tons of hay.

10. It is significant that, despite their large land holdings, the
Fudge family had never been major slave owners. Conrad Fudge owned
no slaves until around 1822, when Personal Property Taxes for
Alleghany County ascribe to his property one slave above age l2.
in 1830, Conrad Fudge owned 4 slaves, and in 1848 the same number.
His son Andrew owned three to five slaves above the age of 16, the
maximum in 1855, when he had five slaves above [6, and six slaves

above the age of twelve,

1l1. Works Progress Administration of Virginia Historical Inventory
number 128, "Conrad Fudge House", 1837.

12, The land taxes for the vear 1890-1891 show a significant
increase, which may be due to increased assessment for building
additions, or to a general reassessment. No margin note explains

the increase:; however the amount of increase, from %1400 value of
buildings in 1890 to $2000 in 1891, is larger than one would expect

due only to reassessment.

p-il ]
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTIUN

The boundarvy of the National kegister property coincides with the
iegal boundary of the property., described as Tax Parcel number 22—

A-d.
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
The four-acre parcel comprises the land accompanying Lhe main

house, the remaining portion of the original estate originally
associated with the Fudge House and maintaining historic integrity.
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FUDGE HOUSE
Covington, VA

FPHUTUGRAPIHS
Ail photographs are or:

FUDGE HOUSE
Covington, vVirginia
DHR File 7 107-23
CREDIT: Dianne Pierce
DATE: 1992
NEGATIVE FILED: VA State Librarv. Richmond, VA

i. VIEW OF: Front tsocuth) and west facades, looking northeast
NEG. NU.: DHR #12126
PHOTOjl of 10O

2. VIEW OF: west facade and rear winegs, looking east
NEG, NO.: DHR wizlZo
PIIOTO 2 of 10

3. VIEW UOF: East facade, looking southwest
NEG. NO.:; DHR #12126
PHOTO 3 of 10

4. VIEW OF: Front stair haii. looking north

NEG. NO.: DHR #12123

PHOTO 4 ot 10

VIEW OF: Front stair hall., showing different molding stvles
NEG. NO.: DHR #12123

PHOTO 5 of 10

(o]

6. VIEW OF: Southwest corner room, second floor., locking west
NEG. NO.: DHR # 121295
PHOTO 6 of 10

VIEW OF: Dining room inorth of side hall)., showing log
construction; looking south

NEG. NO.: DHR #12125

PHOTO 7 of 10

-
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FUDGE HOQUSE
Covington, VA

Photographs (continued)

8. VIEW Ul Smokenouse. ilooking soutnwest
NEG. NU.: DHR #14l26
PHUTO 8 of 10U

Y, VIEW OF: Garage (noncontributing), looking southwest
NEG. NO.: DHR #i2lZb
PHOTO 9 of 10

[0. VIEW OF: Site of siave cabin, looking north
NEG. NO.: DHR #i2llb
PHOTO 10 of 10
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