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O R I G I N A L  ( i t  known) P H v s t c A L  A P P E A R k N c E  I 
Arch i t ec tu ra l  s t y l e s  and periods of cons t ruc t ion  in t h e  Danvil le  

H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  cover  t h e  f u l l  spectrum of design preferences  in  favor  
during Danvi l le ' s  h i s t o r y  a s  a  c i t y .  Based on a v a i l a b l e  h i s t o r i c  research ,  
two e a r l y  n ine teen th  century  houses, in a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h e  o l d e s t  i n  
Danvi l le ,  770 Main S t r e e t  and 225  Je f fe r son  Avenue, a r e  loca ted  in t h e  
District.  The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  kaleidoscope continues wi th  examples of t h e  
Greek Revival,  Gothic Revival (notably  893 Pine  S t r e e t ) ,  I t a l i a n a t e ,  
Rananesque, Eas t l ake ,  American Queen Anne end t h e  Beaux Arts Class i c i sm 
of t h e  e a r l y  twen t i e th  century.  The Dis t r ic t  c o n t a i n s  examples of v i r t u a l l ) ,  
a l l  s t y l e s  and pe r iods  which e x i s t  in Danvi l le ,  wi th  t h e  except ion  of 
i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  end mill-hous ing. 

Ex i s t ing  land and bui ld ing  use in the  D i s t r i c t  is confined t o  
r e s i d e n t i a l ,  pub1 ic and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  end o f f  ice  uses ,  wi th  only a  small 
concent ra t ion  of commercial. a t  J e f fe r son  and Loyal. Main and West Main 
S t r e e t s  a r e  cha rac te r i zed  by a high number of publ ic  uses  ( p r i m a r i l y  
churches and r e l a t e d )  medical- t h e  h o s p i t a l  end a g r e a t  number of doc to r ' r  
off  i c e s ,  c l i n i c  and medical ly or iented  uses ,  sometimes combined wi th  
r e s i d e n t i a l  , S t r a t f o r d  College,  and qua1 i t y ,  r a t h e r  l a r g e  s c a l e  residen- 
t i a l  uses  in t e r spe r sed  along t h e  e n t i r e  length  of t h e  two s t r e e t s .  The 
area  t o  t h e  e a s t  of Main S t r e e t  is almost exc lus ive ly  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  one 
and two family s t r u c t u r e s ,  wi th  a  somewhat uniform c h a r a c t e r  and q u a l i t y .  
There a r e  no incompatible user  of major propor t ions  w i t h i n  t h e  District.  
There a r e ,  however, p res su res  beginning t o  manifest  themselves t h a t  may 
be in ju r ious  t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  i f  proper l and  use planning 
L. not followed. 

Building h e i g h t s  in t h e  His to r i c  D i s t r i c t  a r e  l i m i t e d  t o  t h r e e  -I - 
s t o r i e s ,  w i t h  t h e  except ion  of a  new hosp i t a l  a d d i t i o n  and t h e  many 
church s t e e p l e s  and towers. The predominant h e i g h t ,  bo th  along Main 0 

and West Main S t r e e t s  and in t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  t o  t h e  e a s t  is  two Z 
s t o r i e s  t o  tw, and one-half s t o r i e s .  This  f a c t o r  must be taken i n t o  VI 

account in  any new a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c o n t r o l s  t h a t  a r e  proposed f o r  t h e  
District. 

- 1 S t r u c t u r a l  cond i t ions  and environmental q u a l i t y  o f  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  
the  D i s t r i c t  a r e  f o r  the  most p a r t  e x c e l l e n t .  Concentrat ions o f  d e f i c i e n t  
s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  l imi t ed  t o  Green S t r e e t ,  between Park and S u t h e r l i n  S t r e e t s ,  
a  scc t ion  o f  Pine near  Je f fe r son ,  and a one block long s t r i p  along J e f f e r s o n ,  
Loyal to Pat ton  S t r e e t s .  Most o f  the  p r o p e r t i e s  i n  these  l imi ted  a r e a s  a r e  
In need of only minor r e p a i r s  such a s  pa in t ing  and genera l  mainten- work, 

I w ~ t h  a  r e l a t i v e l y  small number in  need of major r e p a i r s ,  which might include1 
I s t r u c t u r a l  replacements,  new s i d i n g  o r  roof s ,  e t c .  The environmental 

1 qs.=lity of the  proposed d i s t r i c t  is, i n  gene ra l ,  high,  wi th  Green and J e f f e r  
son suKfering from lack  of maintenance, overcrowding on ind iv idua l  l o t s  o f  t 
small  s l z e ,  lack of maintenance of lawns and p lan t ing ,  and sidewalk d e f i c i e n  i e s .  i 

Facade ma te r i a l s  vary  throughout the  HIstoric D i s t r i c t  and 
includc b r l ck ,  clapboard sh ing le ,  s tucco,  s tone  and a r t i f i c i a l  s i d i n g s  

I s u c t ~  a s  asbes tos ,  a s p h a i t  sh ing le  and alumir~um. The pre-dominant 
i 

1 facade r u l e r i a l  a long M i n  and West Main S t r e e t s  is br ick ,  wi th  a  
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TATE.MENT O F  S I G N I F I C I N C E  

The Danvi l le  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  boas t s  p r h a p s  t h e  f i n e s t  and 
most concent ra ted  c o l l e c t i o n  of Vic tor ian  and Edwardian r e s i d e n t i a l  
a r c h i t e c t u r e  in t h e  Commonwealth. Lining Main S t r e e t  and ad jacen t  s i d e  
s t r e e t s  i s  a sp lendid  assemblage of t h e  f u l l  range of a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
s t y l e s  from t h e  Ante-Bellum e r a  t o  World War I. The D i s t r i c t  is 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  r i c h  in  d i s t ingu i shed  examples of t h e  pos t -Civi l  War s t y l e s  
such a s  t h e  High Vic tor ian  I t a l i a n a t e ,  t h e  High Vic tor ian  Gothic,  French 
Renaissance Revival,  Romanesque Revival ,  Eas t lake ,  Queen Anne and Beaux 
Arts; s t y l e s  in which good examples a r e  g e n e r a l l y  r a r e  in t h e  South. 
The e x i s t e n c e  of t h e s e  impressive dwell ings can  be explained by the  f a c t  
t h a t  Danvi l le  remained unusual ly prosperous throughout t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  
century.  While most of Virg in ia  was s u f f e r i n g  an economic depress ion  
brought on by the  War and Reconstruct ion,  Danvi l le  was t h r i v i n g  from its 
tobacco t r a d e  and o t h e r  indus t r i e s .  I n  t h e  18501s,  Thomas Neal insti- 
gated t h e  "Danville System", an: auc t ion  warehouse method which revolu- 
t i o n i z e d  t h e  s a l e  of tobacco throughout t h e  South. This  method took 
on new dimsnsions a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War and many new warehouses were put  
up in  Danvi l le .  The l e a d e r s  of t h e  tobacco indus t ry  were among t h e  f i r s t  
groups t o  e r e c t  handsome mansions along Main S t r e e t ,  and t h e  sumptuous 
Penn-Wyatt house, e r e c t e d  i n  1876 by James Gabr ie l  Penn a t  862 Main S t r e e t ,  
s t a n d s  as v i s u a l  evidence of t h e  wealth and t a a t e  of the  tobacconis ts .  

The houses of t h e  tobacco i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  soon began t o  v i e  in  
sp lendor  wi th  those  of t h e  l e a d e r s  of Danvi l le ' s  growing t e x t i l e  
indus t ry .  I n  1882, t h e  t h r e e  Schoolf i e l d  b ro the r s  a lonq with Thomas 
F i t z g e r a l d  founded t h e  t e x t i l e  millbnow k n m  as Dan River ,  Inc. ,  makers 
of world f~moua  Dan River f a b r i c s .  The Schoo l f i e lds  e rec ted  s e v e r a l  
f i n e  houses in t h e  D i s t r i c t ,  and 844 Main S t r e e t  ( t h e  Schoolf ie ld-  
Compaon House) ranks  among t h e  f i n e s t  High Vic tor ian  dwell ings i n  the  
s t a t e .  

Most of t h i s  post-Civi l  War r e s i d e n t i a l  growth took p lace  on 
the  h i l l  t o  t h e  south  of t h e  commercial d i s t r i c t ,  in farm land t h a t  
once was dominated by t h e  I t a l i a n a t e  v i l l a - s t y l e  house of Major W i l l i a m  
T. Su the r l in .  Long used as t h e  pub l i c  l i b r a r y ,  t h e  house now servea  
a8 t h e  headquarter8 of t h e  Danvil le  Chapter of t h e  Virg in ia  Museum 
of Pine Arts. The S u t h e r l i n  Mansion rece ived fame in 1865 when it served 
a s  t h e  l a s t  o f f i c i a l  res idence  of President J e f f e r s o n  Davis. ' ' 
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As the designated S ta teLia i ran  Officer for the  Ns- 

tionsl Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public 1,aw 

89-665). I hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify.thet i t  h a s  been 

evaluated according to  the  criteria and procebres  s e t  

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National State Local . 

Name L 
J. d. Pishburne,  D i rec to r  
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 
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Keeper of The National Regis ter  
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I 
(Number all snlrlea) I #I Descr ip t ion  I 
number of clapboarded and s tucco s t r u c t u r e s .  Clapboard is t h e  predominant 
ma te r i a l  i n  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  t o  the  e a s t  of Main S t r e e t ,  with some 
b r i c k ,  s h i n g l e ,  and a r t i f i c i a l  s i d i n g  in t e r spe r sed .  One of the  l e a s t  
p leas ing  v i s u a l  a s p e c t s  of the  proposed d i s t r i c t  is t h i s  use of a r t i f i c i a l  
s i d i n g  materials--a.sbestoa. a s p h a l t  and aluminum, a  mid-twentieth cen tu ry  
phenomenon. 

Building coveraqe and setback a r e  f a i r l y  c o n s t a n t ,  with most 
bu i ld ings  maintaining a common se tback l i n e  along the  s t r e e t  f rontage .  
This  is p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  in the  r e s i d e n t i a l  a rea  e a s t  of Main S t r e e t ,  where 
t h e  only  changes t o  t h e  setback l i n e  occur a t  t h e  achool and l a r g e  open l o t  
on Holbrook Avenue. and two vacant l o t s  along the  west s i d e  of Green 
S t r e e t .  The e a s t  s i d e  of Main S t r e e t  i s  broken v i s u a l l y  in t h e  800 block, 
wi th  vacant l o t s  between res idences  and the  deeper se tback  f o r  t h e  Church. 
The l a r q e  vacant l o t s  a t  t h e  co rne r s  of Main and Chestnut  and Main and 
Holbrook a r e  oE c r i t i c a l  importance t o  t h e  v i s u a l  c h a r a c t e r  of Main S t r e e t .  
The S u t h e r l i n  House, or Confederate Memorial i s  s e t  back t o  its r e a r  l o t  
l i n e ,  but  because of t h e  v i s u a l  importance of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i t s e l f ,  and 
the  we l l  kept grounds, t h i s  break in  Main S t r e e t  is a welcome open space. 
The one v i o l a t i o n  t o  t h e  genera l  r u l e  of setbacks f r o n t i n g  on t h e  west 
s i d e  of Main S t r e e t  is t h e  YWCA,  while West Main S t r e e t  r e t a i n s  a  common 
se tback except  f o r  a  new Funeral home st Aiken S t r e e t  and a parce l  now 
under cons t ruc t ion  a t  West End Avenue. Lot coverage is  no t  a s  c r i t i c a l  
i n  the  D i s t r i c t ,  because of t h e  depth  of most of the  l o t s .  Exis t ing  
zoning is 1 imited t o  t h r e e  c l s a s i f  i c s t iona  wi th in  t h e  District,  Residence 
R-3, Commercial L-C, and Colnnercial C-2. A review of t h e  zoning regu- 
l a t i o n s  p o i n t s  ou t  a  ae r ious  p o t e n t i a l  problem in t h e  Commercial C-2 
Distr ict ,  which i s  cen te red  along J e f f e r s o n  Avenue.. ' 
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1 8  Sign i f  icance 

The most fashionable  address  f o r  t h e  Danvil le  i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  was 
along Main S t r e e t ,  i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  S u t h e r l i n  Mansion, but many 
equa l ly  f i n e  d w e l l i n ~ s  were e r e c t e d  along t h e  q u i e t  s t r e e t s  t o  t h e  e a s t .  
In terspersed  among t h e  ornate  p i l e s  and t h e i r  more modest neighbors were 
e l a b o r a t e  h o ~ ~ s e s  of worship, u sua l ly  in  a  Gothic mode. Although a number 
of important houses have disappeared over t h e  years ,  and s e v e r a l  modern 
i n t n ~ s i o n s  have been introduced,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  a s  a  whole maintains a  
turn-of-the-century c h a r a c t e r .  Unlike many neighborhoods of i t s  age and 
type ,  the  Distr ict  has no t  become an economically depressed a rea ,  and the  
uses  of t h e  bu i ld ings  have no t  been changed s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  Indeed many of 
the  houses s t i l l  a r e  l i v e d  i n  by t h e  f a m i l i e s  of the  bu i lde r s .  Recently 
pro tec ted  by h i s t o r i c  d i a f r i c t  zoning t h e  District has been given new hope 
f o r  p rase rva t  ion. 






