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1. Name 

historic 

andlor common Danville Tobacco Warehouse and Residential Distr ict 

2. Location 0% st 
, J 

street & number '- not for publication 

city, town 
Danville - vicinity of congressional district Fifth (W.C. Daniel) 

state Virginia code 51 county in City code 590 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
X district -public +occupied -agriculture X museum 
- buildlng(s) private unoccupied 2 commercial * park 
-structure -both work in progress 2 educational -private residence 
-site Public Acquisit ion Accessible _fl_ entertainment X religious 
-object - in process +yes: restricted -government -scientific 

2 being considered - .. yes: unrestricted X industrial 1L transportation 
x - no military -other: 

4. Owner of Pronert~ 
d 

name Multiple public and private 

street & number 

city, town - vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Danville Courthouse ( Annex) 

street & number 212 Lynn Street 

city, town Danville state VA 24541  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

titie Architectural Inventnry o f  D ~ i l l ~ ;  VA has this property been determined elegible? -yes -no 

date 1971 -federal -state county - x local 

depository tor survey records Department of Preservation and T o m i m  

city, town Danville state V A 



Condition Check one C eck one 
-excellent f . . -deteriorated - unaltered - ortgtnal slte 
ft good - ruins &altered -moved date 
-lair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Historic American Engineering Record ( HAER) conducted a comprehensive and inter- 
disciplinary survey of Danville's Tobacco Warehouse and manufacturing area and an adjacent 
residential area i n  the summer of 1978. The area was four'd to contain significant architectural, 
historic and archeological resources. 

The interdisciplinary nature of the project made it possible to describe the study area as it has 
existed during the entire span of human occupation. It was found useful to delineate three 
successive periods of land use: a) Native American, b) Colonial/early 19th century, c)  post 
Civ i l  War/late 19th century. The research completed during the summer of 1978 provided a 
model which predicts the density and distribution of historical resources associated with a l l  
three populations ( see maps) . 
Danville i s  located i n  the western uplands of the Piedmont physiographic province within an 
area characterized by broadly undulating and rolling topography. Numerous streams crosscut 
the h i l ls  creating valleys 100 feet or more below the hilltops. The h i l l s  and ridges are character- 
ized by smooth slopes mantled with a deep layer of soil and weathered rock. Steeper and more 
broken slopes are found near streams. 

The Dan River, which makes a broad curve through the center of the city, originates in  the Blue 
Ridge Mountains and unites with the Staunton River below Danville to form the Roanoke River 
which flows south and east before emptying into North Carolina's Albermarle Sound. The major 
tributaries draining into the river's watershed in  the Danville area are Sandy River, Sandy Creek 
and Fal l  Creek, Rutledge Creek, Pumpkin Creek and Jackson's Branch. 

Floodplain deposits of varying widths border a l l  major and minor stream courses. Rock types 
within the study area are prexambrian deposits of granite and hornblend gneisses which have 
soils ranging from light to yellow and brown i n  color. Yellow and brown soils, overlying the 
darker (hornblende) gneisses, are sticky, clayey, and have moderate to poor drainage 
characteristics ( Comprehensive Planning Study 1967:9-10) . 
A R C H E O L O G Y  

The following discussion of regional prehistory provides a context for Native American land 
use i n  the study area. The occupants of North America about 10,000 years ago are referred to 
as Paleo-Indians. The presence of this population in  the Dan River Basin has not yet been 
established. Fluted projectile points, diagnostic of Paleo-Indian components, are found i n  
Virginia but seldom in stratigraphic contexts (Coe 1964:120) . However, the presence o f  
these points at the Hardway Site on North Carolina's Yadkin River leads Coe ( 1964:120) to 
assume major pre-7,000 B.C. occupation in  the Piedmont region. 

Ninety-one Native American sites in  the Dan River Basin are included in  the f i le i n  the 
Virginia State Library Archeological Survey ( supplied by the HCRS Regional Office in  Atlanta) . 
A significant number o f  these contain evidence of Archaic occupations. The Archaic Period i s  

(See Continuation Sheet #I) 



8. Sianificance 

Period 
X - prehistoric 
x 1400-1499 

X 1500-1 599 
2 1600-1699 
X 1700-1 799 

X - 1800-1699 
X 1900- 

Akeas of Signif icancbCheck and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric -- community planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 
X archeology-historic -_ conservation - law - science 
- agriculture -economics -literature -sculpture 

X - architecture -education -military - social1 

-K art 
-engineering -music humanitarian 

-commerce exploration/settlement - philosophy 7C theater 
-communications -77 - industrv - ~oiitics/aovernment - transuortation - 

- invention 0th ; pecify) 
-?%cia7 &story 

- 

Specific dates BuilderIArchitect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Danville Tobacco Warehouse and Residential District today represents the most recent 
phase i n  a succession of prehistoric and historic land uses reaching back to a period when 
man first occupied the Dan River Basin. The architecture and written history represent the 
visible resources of the district; the archeological record left by earlier residents represents 
the district's equally significant non-visible resources. 

The distinct land use histories of three populations reflected in  the archeological record of 
the area closest to the river encapsulates the history of Danville and i t s  development as a 
commercial center. The three earlier populations, Native American, Colonial/early 19th 
century, and post C iv i l  War/late 19th century, have occupied what i s  now the industrial 
section of the district. Although a linear distribution of prehistoric sites i s  predicted along 
the entire Dan River and i ts  tributaries, the potential exists for a higher than average con- 
centration of Native American fishing activity adjacent to shallow areas such as those i n  
the Dan River between the falls and the Worsham Street Bridge. The earliest European 
inhabitants of the area met seasonally at  Wynn's Falls, attracted by the same abundance of 
fish and molluscs ( Hagan 1950:5, Westbrook 1950). Permanent European settlement i s  
linked to the shallow waters which created the "Ford" at  Wynn's Fal ls  and to the potential 
provided by the rapids ( MS. Vertical File, Danville Public Library, Pollack 1885:17) . 
This same group bui l t  saw and grist mil ls and then altered the mil l  pond and races to com- 
plete a transportation canal. Tho post Civ i l  War population's use o f  th is area was primarily 
industrial but also residential. The area between the Bridge Street factories and the river 
contained tenements occupied by black tobacco workers. By this time the railroad had 
become the principal means of transportation; in addition the canal functioned as a power 
source. 

The visible resources o f  the Danville Tobacco Warehouse and Residential Distr ict  form the 
economic core of 19th century Danville. They represent the commercial developnent of 
the c i ty and the rise of the working class i n  response to that development. The distr ict 
maintains a visible l ink to the past through i ts  well preserved architecture and i n  i t s  tradition 
as the tobacco processing center of the city. Early industrial activi ty i n  Danville was de- 
pendent upon and centered on i t s  transportation systems. This, coupled with the cultivation 
of bright leaf tobacco i n  the area, shaped Danville's development as the primary tobacco 
market center in  Virginia. A l l  elements of a 19th century/early 20th century tobacco manu- 
facturing town are present in the district, from working places to working class homes. 
Associated with the residential area are three cemeteries: one i s  an example o f  mid-19th 
century municipal cemeteries designed in the Romantic tradition, one a cemetery set 
aside for blacks after the Emancipation Proclamation, and the third established for C iv i l  
War veterans. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
S e e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t s  12-16. 

10. Geographical Data UTM UT VFmn 
Acreage of nominated roperty approx. 27 0 
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Lis t  a l l  s tates and  count ies l o r  propert ies overlapping s ta te  or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

1 1  Form Prepared By 
G a r y  G r a n t  W e n d y  H a r r i s 1  

nameititle B a r b a r a  H a n d v  J i l l  M o s e r  D o n n a  Ware  ( K e n  P r ~ b a n i c )  

organization H i s t o r i c  A m e r .  E n s i n e e r i n g  R e c o r d a t e  Summer 1 9 7  8 

streetanumber 4 4 0  G  S t .  N W  R m  313 telephone 2 0 2 - 3 4 3 - 4 2 5 6  

cityortown W a s h i n q t o n ,  D . C .  2 0 2 4 3  state 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

-national X -state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act ot 1966 (Public Law 89- 
r inclusion in the National Register and certify that i t  has been evaluated 

set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 
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tradit ionally assigned dates between 5,000 B. C. and approximately 1,000 B. C. ( Mi l le r  
1962109-133) and i s  regarded as a pre-ceramic p,triod. Howard McCord, staff archeol- 
ogist for the Virginia Department o f  Highways and Transportation, noted the frequent occur rence 

o f  Archaic stoneworking sites and hunting camps on the terraces bordering the 
basin. Shell and debris associated wi th communal harvesting o f  f ish and molluscs are 
also attributed to Archaic populations. 

The Woodland period, which follows the Archaic, i s  generally characterized by the presence 
o f  pottery. Tradit ionally archeologists have characterized Uloodland cultures as more 
sedentary, as opposed to the more "nomadic" Archaic hunters and gatherers. Late Wood- 
land sites are often sedentary horticultural vi l lages, located in  the bottomlands c lose to 
the river ( Howard McCord, pers. Commun. . The termination o f  the late Vl'oodland 
psriod i s  usually defined by contact with Europeans. Eighteenth century sources suggest 
that the late Vlloodland g~oups were experiencing considerable internal conf l ic t  prior to the 
arrival of Eu ropans  in  this area and the large villages, many o f  them fortified, were ' abandoned by the time most o f  the settlers arrived in  the Dan and Roanoke River Basins 
( Mi l ler  1962:7-20, 311) . 

Richard T. Marshall, a local archeologist, has found 32 Woodland si tes i n  P l t t -  
sylvania County ( pers. commun.) . Maud Clement, author of The History o f  P i t t sy l -  
vania County, V i r g ~ n i a  , consulted 18th-century surveyors' records i n  the course o f  her 
research. These documents indicate that In 1747 and 174 8 surveyors found abandoned 
"towns1' on the R g g  Rlver and other creeks and abandoned "forts" on P igg Rver and 
Rutledge's Creek ( Brubaker 1967:3) . 

The Fry and Jefferson Survey o f  1749 depicts the Dan River adjacent to present day 
Danvi l le.  The only Native American settlements that appear on the maps are labeled 
Upper Saura Town and Lower Saura Town, both to the west of Danvi l le 's present 
location. Two reports out o f  a series done by the University of North Carolina Research 
Laboratory covered excavations a t  Upper Sauratown i n  Stokes County, North Carolina, 
approximately 30 miles west of Danvil le on the Dan River ( Keel 1973; R.A. kyensburg 
1972)  . There was evidence of 500 years o f  occupation, the final one attributed to  the 
Saura, a late Woodland group. The si te appears to have been abandoned by the end o f  the 
f i rst  quarter of  the 18th century. European trade goods were among the thousands o f  
specimens recovered and their analysis might eventually shed some l ight on the a s  yet 
poorly understood Piedmont Contact Period. 

Upper Sauratown ( Skvla) i s  a large site and by the end of the 1972 season 2 4  burials, 
31 features and over 1,100 postholes had been recorded. There are other contact period 
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TfL I '. 
sites in  the immediate v ic in i ty  ( Regensburg 1972) and the University o f  North Carol ina 
Research Laboratory f i les should provide additional data that might iidicate relationships 
with Upper Sauratown and the Native American late Vloodland population i n  the Danvi l le  
area. 

F ive  sites are l is ted for Pit tsylvania County by the University o f  North Carolina Research 
Laboratory. Four are on waterways and one of a "stone f ish wier" located in  the middle o f  
the Bannister River. The two Danvi l le sites are on the Dan River, one a t  Pumpkin Creek 
and the other a t  Jackson Branch, both outside the study area ( H C 6  -At lanta,  s i te  f i l e s ) .  

The Pumpkin Creek si te C 44py21) , two miles southeast of Danville, was destroyed by the 

construction o f  a sewage treatment plant during the 1960 s but emergency salvage work 
saved some of the material. The si te i s  described as 300 feet i n  diameter and 12 inches 
deep with p i ts  extending further into the clay. Material collected from the surface included 

i pottery, points, bone and shell. Local collectors, who had known o f  the s i te for years, 
recalled many burials and refuse pits. Most o f  the material from th is  si te i s  i n  the possession 
o f  those collectors. 

The Jackson Branch Site ( 4 4 p y 2 3 )  i s  situated on a terrace ( 4 0 0  foot contour l ine)  
between the Jackson Branch and Dan River, south o f  Danvil le. It i s  on the western bank 
o f  the Dan across from Reedy Island. The site, which yielded pottery, points, etc. ( as 
with si te 44py21, no detailed provenience I S  provided i n  the site report) , was destroyed 
by construction. The depth o f  the site i s  given as'plowzone with p i t s  going deeper1' ( HCRS 
Atlanta, si te f i les) . 

Richard P. Gravely, Jr., o f  Martinsvil le, Virginia, who prepared many o f  the si te reports 
examined during this study and has worked for many years i n  the Dan River Basin, referred 
to the river as "one continuous site." He suggested a number o f  locations i n  Danvi l le  that 
would be prime occupation areas for Native American populations. Archaic sites have been 
found at the ends of ridges near springs. Falls, shoalwater and sandbanks are good areas 
for harvesting spawning fish, mussels, clams and snails. Both he and Howard McCord 
suggested that cultural remains associated wi th intensive fishing act iv i ty  could be found 
near the sand flats between the Dan River and Route 58 as wel l  as i n  the Main Street/ 
Worsham Bridge area ( Gravely, pers. commun. 1 . 

Johnny Westbrook, now deceased, a natural 1st and amateur archeologist who worked i n  the 
Danvll le area during the 1940s  and 1950s, suggested thzt quarrying as we l l  as f ishing 
attracted people to the area. He recorded a series of dlabase quarries i n  North Danvi l le  
and maintained that diabase tools were used both to quarry fine to fashion tools o f  softer 
stone. Sets of diabase stone tools i n  association with red clay banks and caches o f  
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diabase slabs ( usually found i n  the form of rounded boulders) form the basis for h i s  
characterization o f  Danvil le as a center for clay mining and rock quarrying ( Westbrook 1950) . 

Several local collect6rs were consulted and cooperated in  providing information about areas 
where material had been retrieved prior to the development boom that occurred in  the late 
1950s and 1960s.  Specific locales or "hotspots" were mentioned and are depicted on 
Map 7. Bill Hathaway, an associate o f  \ilIestbrookts, and who providgd us w i th  the bulk 
of  this information, emphasized the sens i t~v i ty  of the areas above the a l luv ia l  plains. He 
stated that the upland tobacco fields, now north Danvil le housing developments, never 
failed to turn up artifacts during spring plowing. 

A s  mentioned above, the Native American populations had abandoned their settlements 
within the Dan and Roanoke River Basins by the time the Europeans arrived i n  what i s  now 
Danville. There i s  no record of Europeans in the area prior to 1728, when a party o f  
surveyors, led by Wil l iam Byrd, fixed the boundary l ine between North Carolina and 
Virginia. His journal refers to a campsite believed to be two or three mi les from Danvi l le .  
This i s  the earl iest known written reference to the area ( Hagan 1950:3) . After th i s  date 
the number o f  European v is i ts  increased and the "ford" at WynnLs Fa l l s  ( now Danvi l le)  
provided an easy crossing over the Dan River. Early settlers, scattered over the area, met 
seasonally to f ish a t  Wynn's Fa l l s .  Dr. George Dame ( 1890) , recal l ing storias he had heard 
from older residents, states: 

"They remained together for several weeks, dwell ing in tents. There were no 
houses a t  the place and they brought wi th them their own provisions and cooks. 
Barnett, who owned that land on the south side of the river a t  th is  place, 

, opened a ferry and soon after had a l ine o f  Batteaux put on the river for 
trading purposes" ( Hagan 1950:5). 

H I S T O R Y  

The use o f  the Dan River for trading purposes and the increased cul t ivat ion o f  tobacco i n  
the Pledmont region led in 1793, to the establishment o f  a tobacco inspection warehouse 
on the south side of the river. I n  the same year the General Assembly o f  Virginia estab- 
lished the town o f  Danville. 

A navigation system for the Dan, Roanoke and Staunton Rivers was developed w i th  the 
organization of the Roanoke Navigation Co. By 1818, a canal was coristructcd around the 
Danvil le fa l ls  enabling trade goods, especially tobacco, to be transported by batteaux t o  
Albermarle Sound. This system, coupled wi th theconstruction o f  the Richmond & Danv i l le  
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Railroad i n  1856, provided a transportation network in  Danvi l le that increased i t s  importance 
as a tobacco market. 

The expansion o f  Danvi l le 's text i le  interests came in 1895 wi th the organization o f  Dan 
River Mi l ls ,  located on a site two miles up the river from Riverside M i l l s .  Subsequently, 
many enlargements and improvements were made to the fac i l i t ies and capacity of the mi l ls ,  
including the development o f  Schoolfield, a mi l l  town surrounding the Dan River operation. 

In  1909 Riverside and Dan River merged to form the Riverside and Dan River Cotton M i l l s ,  
Inc. With a total o f  nine operating mills, it was claimed to be the largest tex t i le  industry 
i n  the South. 

The r ise o f  the industrial act iv i ty  i n  Danvi l le from 1880 to 1910 correlates w i th  the develop- 
ment of the neighborhood wi th in the HAER study area. This land, once the estate o f  Nathaniel 
T.  Green, was purchased by development companies such as the Riverview Land Co., Cnl. J. 
Dance & Co. and several individuals. The structures bui l t  i n  the neighborhood were three-to- 
six room dwell ings ranging i n  cost from $ 3 0 0  to $500. I n  1899 Daniel A. Tompkins 
codif ied the construction o f  economical houses for mi l l  v i l lages i n  Cotton M i l l ,  Commercial 
Features. Although houses i n  th is  part o f  the c i t y  were not bu i l t  by factory management 
for workers, many resemble such standard design. 

Between 1895  and 1905 some 307~ o f  employed persons l iv ing within the d is t r i c t  worked 
i n  the industrial area near the river. The numerous ra i l  l ines running through the c i t y  
afforded jobs for many persons l i v ing  nearby. Others were proprietors o f  neighborhood 
grocery stores or worked i n  the small businesses that flourished between th i s  neighborhood 
and Main Street. Most  persons holding one of many jobs available i n  the tobacco industry, 
and later text i le  manufacturing, were part o f  processing or production. Vlarehouse floor 
managers, factory foremenand others i n  positions of management more frequently l i ved  
further from the industrial area, toward Jefferson Street. 

Early in  th is  century black c i t izens residing i n  the area primarily l ived north o f  Beauregard 
Street and within the industrial area and i n  some cases next door to the tobacco factories. 
A few early houses o f  black workers remain near the site of a school on Frankl in  Street. 
Most of the other dwell ings were swept away by the expansion o f  business and the ra i l -  
roads i n  the industrial area. 

Among those persons, black and white, engaged i n  sk i l led work were builders, carpenters, 
bricklayers, masons andplasteras,Many o f  these individuals were surely among those who 
bui l t  these frame dwell ings adapting designs used throughout the country. 
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Danville's posit ion as a market center became even more important wi th the or igin o f  
auctioneering looseleaf tobacco, known as the "Danville System." Th is  system was widely 
accepted i n  tobacco regions due to the growing ineffectiveness o f  the inspection method. 

Danvil le's growth as a tobacco center lecwed more impetus during the C i v i l  War when 
large holdings of raw leaf tobacco and processed goods from Richmond were transferred to 
Danvil le for safekeeping. 

I n  the midst o f  the C i v i l  War another railroad line, the Piedmont Railroad, was constructed 
across the Dan River and south to Greensboro, North Carolina. Although i t  was constructed 
as a war measure, the Piedmont l ine connected wi th the Richmond 8: Danvi l le  Railroad to 
prov~de an important north/south trade route for the region. 

The greatest amount o f  growth i n  Danvi l le 's tobacco industry came i n  the 1 8 7 0 s  and the 

I early 1880s with the emergence o f  plug and tw is t  manufacture. I t s  success precipitated 
the investment o f  many tobacconists i n  the text i le industry. 

Improvements were made to the Roanoke Navigation Canal i n  1882  to provide power for 
M i l l  No. I o f  the newly formed Riverside Cotton M i l l  Co. Six mi l ls  for the Riverside 
and Morotock Companies were constructed i n  the next f ive years on the north and south 
sides o f  the river. 

The rapid expansion i n  the manufacture o f  text i les was accomplished by a shif t  o f  tobacco 
interests i n  Danvil le. The number o f  leaf dealers and rehandling plants for tobacco o f f  the 
auction floor increased by almost 20070 in  the 1880s and early 1890s. The manufacture 
o f  tobacco declined i n  Danvi l le during this period, losing this interest t o  Durham and 
Winston, North Carolina. 

The emergence o f  the "trust," the American Tobacco Co. i n  1890, certainly re f l .x ts  
the conditions and trends i n  our country at that time. The trust greatly affected the 
survival o f  the numerous independent leaf dealers i n  Danvil le by forcing some to c lose 
and absorbing others. American Tobacco Co. was joined by other large corporations i n  
Danvil le such as Imperial Tobacco Co., R.J. Reynolds and L. & M. i n  the amalgamation 
o f  smaller tobacco concerns. 

The consolidation o f  many southern ra i l  l ines i n  1894, forming the Southern Railway 
System, was viewed by i n  dependent Danvil le industries as a railroad "monopoly. " The 
large tobacco corporations and text i le mi l l s  stood to profit from th is  monopoly whereas 
the smaller companies were definitely affected adversely. 
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T H E  D I S T R I C T  

Associated wi th the third population, post C i v i l  War/ late 19th century, are 350 acres o f  
industrial and residential structures r is ing from the south bank o f  the Dan River. The south 
bank o f  the river forms the northern boundary of the district; it i s  bounded on the west by the 
Main Street commercial area and on the east by the Southern Railway tracks. The southern 
boundary, Jefferson Street, i s  marked by the visual change between the working c lass  
residential area to the north and an earlier residential development to the south. Jefferson 
Street also represents the l imi ts  o f r d d d f i  development noted on local p lat  maps. The 
western edge o f  the d is t r ic t  represents a visual distinction between the commercial develop- 
ment o f  the 1930s  and 1940s  along upper Newton, Wilson, andlloyal Streets and the type 
o f  commercial structure within the distr ict .  

The distr ict  i s  composed o f  approximately 585 structures related to the development o f  the 
tobacco industry i n  Danvil le. Approximately 37 o f  these are tobacco factories, prizeries, I 

auction warehouses, and storage fac i l i t ies constructed between 1870 and 1930. The 
majority exhibit characteristics typical o f  late 19th century industrial design - three, four, 
and five story brick structures wi th repeated window openings and stepped or decked gable 
fire walls. Architectural embellishment i s  confined to the cornices and openings. 

Tobacco facotries constructed i n  the 1870s  and 1880s ( see b- map: 5, 6, 7, 
14, 23, 25, 2 7 )  tend to be more restrained i n  architectural detail; however, there are 
exceptions such as the Pemberton & Penn factory (#14) . Larger complexes bui l t  
around the turn o f  the century by tobacco conglomerates, such as American Tobacco 's  
Harris Building ( # 4 )  and the Imperial Tobacco Company Buildlng ( # 9 )  , are r ich ly  
embellished wi th patterned brick cornices, pilasters and courses. 

There are five auctionwarehouses i n  the distr ict  representing the evolution o f  auction 
warehouse design from the late 19th century to the 1940s. Cabell Mtarehouse (#17),  
typical o f  warehouses constructed o f  brick i n  the late 19th century, has a wood column 
and truss support system. Other warehouses employ the same structural elements us ing 
steel members instead o f  wood. Both types have large interior spaces and roofs w i th  
skylights for l ight and ventilation. 

The Patton Storage Units ( # 3 2 )  were constructed around 1940 by the Virginia Tobacco 
Company for hogshead storage. These metal-clad frame buildings are crudely constructed, 
employing simple functional metal canopies to protect the tobacco from rain and insects. 


























