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1. Name 

historic 

andlor common Danville Tobacco Warehouse and Residential Distr ict 

2. Location 0% st 
, J 

street & number '- not for publication 

city, town 
Danville - vicinity of congressional district Fifth (W.C. Daniel) 

state Virginia code 51 county in City code 590 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
X district -public +occupied -agriculture X museum 
- buildlng(s) private unoccupied 2 commercial * park 
-structure -both work in progress 2 educational -private residence 
-site Public Acquisit ion Accessible _fl_ entertainment X religious 
-object - in process +yes: restricted -government -scientific 

2 being considered - .. yes: unrestricted X industrial 1L transportation 
x - no military -other: 

4. Owner of Pronert~ 
d 

name Multiple public and private 

street & number 

city, town - vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Danville Courthouse ( Annex) 

street & number 212 Lynn Street 

city, town Danville state VA 24541  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

titie Architectural Inventnry o f  D ~ i l l ~ ;  VA has this property been determined elegible? -yes -no 

date 1971 -federal -state county - x local 

depository tor survey records Department of Preservation and T o m i m  

city, town Danville state V A 



Condition Check one C eck one 
-excellent f . . -deteriorated - unaltered - ortgtnal slte 
ft good - ruins &altered -moved date 
-lair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Historic American Engineering Record ( HAER) conducted a comprehensive and inter- 
disciplinary survey of Danville's Tobacco Warehouse and manufacturing area and an adjacent 
residential area i n  the summer of 1978. The area was four'd to contain significant architectural, 
historic and archeological resources. 

The interdisciplinary nature of the project made it possible to describe the study area as it has 
existed during the entire span of human occupation. It was found useful to delineate three 
successive periods of land use: a) Native American, b) Colonial/early 19th century, c)  post 
Civ i l  War/late 19th century. The research completed during the summer of 1978 provided a 
model which predicts the density and distribution of historical resources associated with a l l  
three populations ( see maps) . 
Danville i s  located i n  the western uplands of the Piedmont physiographic province within an 
area characterized by broadly undulating and rolling topography. Numerous streams crosscut 
the h i l ls  creating valleys 100 feet or more below the hilltops. The h i l l s  and ridges are character- 
ized by smooth slopes mantled with a deep layer of soil and weathered rock. Steeper and more 
broken slopes are found near streams. 

The Dan River, which makes a broad curve through the center of the city, originates in  the Blue 
Ridge Mountains and unites with the Staunton River below Danville to form the Roanoke River 
which flows south and east before emptying into North Carolina's Albermarle Sound. The major 
tributaries draining into the river's watershed in  the Danville area are Sandy River, Sandy Creek 
and Fal l  Creek, Rutledge Creek, Pumpkin Creek and Jackson's Branch. 

Floodplain deposits of varying widths border a l l  major and minor stream courses. Rock types 
within the study area are prexambrian deposits of granite and hornblend gneisses which have 
soils ranging from light to yellow and brown i n  color. Yellow and brown soils, overlying the 
darker (hornblende) gneisses, are sticky, clayey, and have moderate to poor drainage 
characteristics ( Comprehensive Planning Study 1967:9-10) . 
A R C H E O L O G Y  

The following discussion of regional prehistory provides a context for Native American land 
use i n  the study area. The occupants of North America about 10,000 years ago are referred to 
as Paleo-Indians. The presence of this population in  the Dan River Basin has not yet been 
established. Fluted projectile points, diagnostic of Paleo-Indian components, are found i n  
Virginia but seldom in stratigraphic contexts (Coe 1964:120) . However, the presence o f  
these points at the Hardway Site on North Carolina's Yadkin River leads Coe ( 1964:120) to 
assume major pre-7,000 B.C. occupation in  the Piedmont region. 

Ninety-one Native American sites in  the Dan River Basin are included in  the f i le i n  the 
Virginia State Library Archeological Survey ( supplied by the HCRS Regional Office in  Atlanta) . 
A significant number o f  these contain evidence of Archaic occupations. The Archaic Period i s  

(See Continuation Sheet #I) 










































