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I. Name of Property 

Danville Historic Dl- historic name Downtown 
. . 

other nameskite number VDHR File No. 108- 1 1 1 

2. Location 

street & number Downtow- Main bouukdhy 
Memorial Drive and not for publication NA 

city or town D a d l e  vicinity NA 
. . .  

state l%guu code VA county Danville (Citv) code 5ee 

zip code 24541 



p . . 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

~tv). Va. 
County and State 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, 
I hereby certify that this 1L nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the 
documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and 
meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, 
the property X meets - does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this 
property be considered significant - nationally -X-. statewide - locally. ( - See 
continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

122,11-, dLr/G 6 1 4 7 3  
signam4 of certifying official Date ' 
zl=' rn~v+- 
Vc, 34 A 1 F e 5 P -  

State or Federal agency andibureau 

In my opinion, the property __ meets does not meet the National Register criteria. 
(-  See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of commenting or other officiai Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 

I, hereby certify that this properly is: 

entered in the National Register 
See continuation sheet. 

determined eligible for the 
National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 
determined not eligible for the 

National Register 
removed from the National Register 

other (explain): 

Signature of Keeper Date of Action 
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5. Classification 

Danville (Citv). Va. 
County and State 

Ownership of Property Category of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) 

X private - buiiding(s) 
X public-local X district 
- public-State site 
X public-Federal structure 

- object 
Number of Resources within Prouertv . . 

Contributing Noncontributing 
48 26 buildings 

sites 
structures 
objects - 

48 26 Total 

Number of conmbuting resources previously listed in the National 
Register 2 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "NIA" if property is not part of a multiple 
property listing.) NIA 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: COMMERCE Sub: specialty store 

COMMERCE department store 
COMMERCE financial institution 
GOVERNMENT office 
GOVERNMENT post office 
INDUSTRY manufacturing facility 
SOCIAL meeting hall 
DOMESTIC hotel 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: COMMERCE Sub: specialty store 

COMMERCE department store 
COMMERCE financial institution 
GOVERNMENT govenunent office 
GOVERNMENT post office 
SOCIAL meeting hall 
DOMESTIC multiple dwelling 
LANDSCAPE parking lot 
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7. Description 

Danville (Citv). Va. 
County and State 

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

Romanesque Revival 
Late Gothic Revival 
(see continuation sheet) 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation BRICK 
roof METAL 
walls BRICK 

STONE 
other TERRA COTTA 

CONCRETE 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more 
continuation sheets.) 

8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying 
the property for National Register listing) 

X A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of our history. 

- B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

- D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or 
history. 
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&mdk(Citv). Va. 

County and State 
Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 
B removed from its original location. 

- C a birthplace or a grave. 
D a cemetery. 
E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 
F a commemorative property. 
G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
ARCHITECTURE 
COMMERCE 
GOVERNMENT 
ETHNIC HERITAGE: BLACK 
SOCIAL HISTORY 
INDUSTRY 

Period of Significance 1875- 1943 

Significant Dates 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
NIA 

Cultural Affiliation 

ArchitectJBuilder (see continuation sheet) 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one Or more 
continuation sheets.) 
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9. Major Bibliographid References 

Danville (Citv). Va. 
County and State 

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more 
continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS) 
- preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 
- previously listed in the National Repster 
- previously determined eligible by the National Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark 
- recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data 
X State Historic Preservation Office 
- Other State agency 
- Federal agency 
- Local government 

University 
- Other 
Name of repository: 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property m x .  25 a m  

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
1 17 643650 4050340 4 17 643510 4049870 
2 17 643980 4050200 5 17 643420 4050110 
3 17 643880 4049910 6 17 643490 4050250 
- See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 
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I 1. Form Prepared By 

Va. 
County and State 

nameltitle J. D- 
organization -. Inc. date 12.93 
street & number PO Box 7825 telephone i7031 366-7657 
city or town Roanoke state VA zip code 24019 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 
Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources. 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or PO.) 

name 

street & number telephone 

city or town state- zip code 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the 
National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for 
listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to 
obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 
U.S.C. 470 et seq.). Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is 
estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing instructions, 
gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments 
regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services 
Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office 
of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 
20503. 
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7. Description 

Architectural Classification (continued) 

Tudor Revival 
Neoclassical 
Colonial Revival 
Georgan Revival 
Craftsman 
Mission 
Art Deco 
Moderne 
Modern 
No Style 

8. Statement of Significance 

ArchitectIBuilder (continued) 

Anderson, K. Pettit, Charles G., Jr. 
Anderson, P. L. Poindexter, William M. 
Angle-Blackford & Co. Pritchett, Albert G. 
Blauvelt, Henry J. Underwood, H. A. & Co. 
Carolina Steel & Iron Co. 
Carter, J. Coates 
Clarson, R. E. 
Deitrick & Pearson 
Erwin & West 
Evans, Alfred F. 
Fanis, Fred F. 
Fitzgerald, Thomas B. 
Fuqua Construction Co. 
Ganic Construction Co. 
Heard, J. Bryant 
Howell, Claude K. 
James, E. Robert. 
Orchard, Charles. 
Osborne, H. A. & Co. 
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

Summary Description and Integrity Statement 

The Downtown Danville Historic District includes a wide range of commercial, industrial, and 
institutional building types dating from the 1870s to the present.' Most buildings in the &strict 
rise to two or more stories in height and are of load-bearing masonry construction. Although 
many buildings are stylistic or utilitarian in design, others show the ~nfluence of popular 
nineteenth- and twentieth-centu~). styles including the Romanesque Revival, Late Gothic Revival, 
Tudor Revival. Neoclassical, Colonial Revival, Georgian Revival, Craftsman, Mission, Art 
Deco. Moderne, and various post-World War I1 modern styles. Some buildings combine several 
styles or borrow from exotic traditions such as Egyptian architecture. A variety of materials and 
decorative finishes are found in the district: red, buff, pressed, molded, and corbeled brick; 
indigenous rough-hewn stone, marble, and sculpted white limestone; glazed and matte, 
polychrome and granitic, plain and richly ornamental terra-cotta; pressed and cast metal 
ornament, and corrugated metal siding and roofing; plate, prism, and architectural glass; 
concrete, stucco, and tile. Still to be seen on some streets are vitrified brick pavers, 
cobblestones, and gramte curbing. 

Many buildings in the dismct retain historic facade elements such as cornices and upper-story 
windows, piers, and decorative finishes. Some buildings also have early or original street-level 
&splay windows and entries. These buildings are generally classified as contributing to the 
historic character of the district. Other historic buildings have lost important character-defining 
facade features, or have had their upper stories concealed under modem alterations. These 
greatly altered historic buildings and non-historic (post-1943) buildings are classified as 
noncontributing to the historic character of the district. The modernization of a building's street- 
level shop front, in and of itself, is not always considered so compromising as to render a 
building noncontributing. Based on these criteria, the district contains a total of fortyeight 
contributing buildings and twenty-six non-contributing buildings for a total of seventy-four 
resources. In addition to the seventy-four previously unlisted resources, the district includes two 
resources already listed in the National Register: the Hotel Danville at 600 Main Street and the 
Danville Municipal Building at 418 Patton Street. 

Architectural Analysis 

The historic architectural character of Danville's downtown is entirely the product of the city's 
tobacco- and textile-based prosperity during the seventy-five years following the Civil War. 
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What little is known about the architecture of antebellum Danville is gleaned from historic 
illustrations, maps, and several penod accounts. The most detailed account is Thompson 
Coleman's description of Danville in 1829. Coleman described a community of small-scale log 
and frame buildings clustered almost exclusively along Main Street from the river to about Ridge 
Street.2 As depicted on an 1827 sketch map of the town, these buildings had the typical 
domestic form of the period, with their long elevations parallel to Main Street and their gable 
ends perpendicular.' More substantial construction may have been discouraged by the tenuous 
fortunes of the relatively young town. Coleman recalled only a handful of brick structures. 
One, a partially-occupied three-story brick building, was nicknamed Panuill's Folly, presumably 
in reference to the judgment of a developer who would invest in a town that might lose out to 
its regional competitors. 

With the coming of the rrulroad in the mid-1850s and the doubling of the town's population in 
the span of a few years, Danville was transformed into an important regional center. The 
tobacco warehouse and factory districts on the north and south sides of Main Street began to take 
shape. Considerable information survives on the appearance of one antebellum tobacco factory, 
that of J. W. & C. G. Holland, which was used during the Civil War as a prison for Federal 
officers. Located on the northeast comer of Union and Spring streets, the Holland Factory was 
a three-story brick building with attic and basement stories and stepped parapets on the front and 
rear g a b k 4  The Holland Factory and its contemporaries established the multi-storied, 
parapeted form that was to characterize DanviUe's industrial architecture through the remainder 
of the nineteenth century. 

DanviUe's commercial district also experienced growth during the late antebellum period. A 
photograph believed to have been taken in the 1850s shows two commercial buildings on lower 
Main Street. These small frame buildings differ from the buildings shown on the 1827 map in 
that their gable ends face the street, allowing for a more intensive use of expensive street 
frontage.' Congestion near the river and canal had become so acute by the early 1850s (even 
before the coming of the railroad), that the town's businessmen urged the Masonic Lodge to 
construct its new quarters at the corner of Main and Union streets in order to draw development 
up Main Street Hill. The construction of the Masonic Temple illustrates the increasing 
architectural sophistication of Danville's antebellum civic leaders. Rather than entrusting the 
design of the important building to a local builder, the Masons advertised in Virginia and North 
Carolina papers and received proposals from several architects. They chose a design by John 
W. Cosby of Raleigh, the son and business associate of one of North Carolina's leading 
antebellum builders, Dabney Cosby. Cosby designed a cubic brick building with a double 
bracketed cornice, a rooftop monitor, and a curious double-arch motif on the Main Street 
facade. 
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The pace of development set in the 1850s resumed in the 1870s after the decade-long interruption 
of the Civil War and its immediate aftermath. The Beers Map of 1877 and historic photographs 
indicate that the commercial form introduced during the late antebellum period, with long, 
narrow-fronted buildings extending hack into long, narrow commercial lots, became even more 
established after the war. Main Street took on its present appearance, with buildings of varying 
heights. styles. and materials standing side by side creating continuous streetscapes. The 
resulting visual confusion engendered a comwtion among merchants to catch the eye of the 
customer. leading to a profusion of brightly-colored signage and heavily ornamented facades and 
parapets. The first to claim the field in the architectural sweepstakes was the Pace Building at 
322-332 Main. Erected in 1875, the three-story brick building featured an ornate, five-bay cast- 
iron facade with an arched signage panel in the parapet of the center hay. A "rusticated" pier 
at the west comer and a single tluted iron column are the only original decorative features now 
visible on what is probably downtown Danville's oldest commercial building. 

By the early twentieth century, the Pace Building was joined by other equally ostentatious 
architectural confections. Many of these relied on Itahmate-inspired arched parapets for their 
visual effect. A surviving example is the livery stable and mixed retail block built at 118-130 
South Union between 1904 and 1910. In addition to the perky arched parapet over the entrance 
to the former stable are a set of other parapets, one with an almost Baroque pedimented 
appearance. Other retail, hotel, and government buildings built along Main Street employed an 
array of turrets and cupolas for visual affect. An observer standing at the comer of Main and 
Floyd in 1910 could look up at the corbelled corner turret of the Romanesque Revival-style 
Municipal Building and down Main Street to the bristling gables, chimney stacks, and octagonal 
clock tower of the Romanesque Revival-style United States Court House and Post Office, the 
corbeled cornices and turret of the three-story Morgan Hotel, the seven-story domed corner tower 
of the Burton Hotel, and the Chateauesque turret of the Dudley Building, with comer elements 
inspired by the chimney stacks of Chambord. (Only the Dudley Building at 434-442 Main 
survives today, minus its turret.)' Perhaps the most outlandish bid for the pedestrian's atrention 
was perpetrated by W. P. Hodnett, who sometime in the early twentieth century added onion 
domes to the parapet of his department store on lower Main Street.' 

Gradually through the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Danville's business 
community replaced older frame buildings with fireproof masonry construction, motivated by the 
perennial threat of fire. Most fireproof construction was brick. In the twentieth century, steel 
and reinforced concrete frames came into use in buildings such as the 1921 James A. Rorer 
Memorial Building at 125 South Union, the 1917 Chesapeake & Potomac Telephone Company 
at 560 Patton, and the city's two 1920s skyscrapers, the Masonic Building at 105 South Union 
and the Hotel Danville at 600 Main. Concrete block was advertised as a building material as 
early as 1908 in city directories, but its first significant use in the downtown appears to be the 
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white limestone-faced 1937 Woolworth's Building at 501 Main.9 Brick tile block was used in 
the construction of the 1923 F. W. Townes & Son Funeral Parlor at 635 Main and is exposed 
at the rear of 627 Main, a 1920s automobile dealership and repair shop. 

A variety of materials were used to clad downtown DanviUe's masomy buildings. Typically, 
commercial buildings employ standard brickwork in a decorative fashion in parapets, facade 
piers, and around window openings. Some of the most creative brickwork can be observed in 
the parapet of the ca. 1880 building at 533-535 Main, which combines corbelling, hound's tooth 
soldier courses, tumbled courses. and dentil-like courses. The finer retail establishments of the 
late nineteenth century and the fust decade of the twentieth were faced in smooth pressed brick 
with decorative courses of molded brick and terra cotta. The 1892 Kingoff Building at 310 Main 
and the 1901 Dudley Building at 434-442 Main are prime examples of this treatment. One of 
the earliest and most notable surviving uses of decorative terra-cotta is the beautifully crafted 
buU's head that peers out from a circular recess on the North Floyd elevation of the 1890 City 
Market (now a wing of the Hotel Danville at 600 Main), a symbol of the building's original 
function as a meat market.'" 

Several buildings of the 1920s make extensive use of terra cotta as exterior cladding and 
ornament. The ten-story 1927 Hotel Danville at 600 Main has a 2-112-story base faced in 
speckled gray terra cotta that simulates granite blocks, and it features granitic terra-cotta quoins, 
cornices with molded lion heads, and free-standing parapet urns. The 1921 James A. Rorer 
Memorial Building at 123 South Union (the offices of the DanviNe Register and Bee) is entirely 
clad in granitic terra cotta that is also used to form fluted pilasters on the side elevation, fluted 
columns in antis on the front, enriched window surrounds, molded lion heads in the cornice, and 
the figure of a newsboy in place of a keystone over the front entrance. Polychrome brown, red, 
orange, cream, and blue terra cotta is used to form display cases and a front portico ceiling. The 
ten-story 1922 Masonic Building on the corner of Main and South Union is faced in glazed white 
terra-cotta panels and has stylized terra-cotta pilaster capitals and a large sculpted spread eagle 
over the main building entry (symbolic of the Roman Eagle Lodge of Masons). Another terra 
cotta-faced building of note is the 1922 Southern Amusement Building at 549 Main. The two- 
story building has an elegant Neoclassical facade of glazed cream-colored terra cotta that rises 
to a frieze of purple and cream swags and a row of free-standing urns. 

Downtown Danville's historic commercial buildings often retain original interior features. 
Finishes and decorative treatments varied according to the type of business. The two-story 
commercial block at 200-208 North Union, constructed in 1903, originally housed two hardware 
stores, a grocery, and a clothing store. The clothing store retains a pressed metal ceiling and 
a mezzanine stair with tumed balusters and decorative newel posts; the other stores are more 
utilitarian, with beaded tongue-and-groove ceilings and (in historic views) plain board shelving 
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lining the walls." A notable feature of 200-208 North Union is a hand-operated hoist or freight 
elevator activated by a system of pulleys, gears, and drive shafts. The upper stories of 
commercial buildings were used as office space and lodgings or, as in the case of the second 
story of 214 North Union, they were left unfinished and used for storage. 

The brick tobacco and textile factories on High, Floyd, and Spring streets also generally have 
unfinished interiors with large work tloors supported by wooden posts. The large tobacco 
factory of Conrad & Covington, constructed at 552 Spring in 1884, features a partially enclosed 
comer stair with simple wood rails (evocative of the plainest vernacular domestic construction 
of the period) and remnants of a fust-story office with a beaded board wainscot, calcimined 
plaster walls, and a fireplace. The interiors of the 1907 Morotock Manufacturing Company on 
North Floyd are somewhat finer than other industrial buildings in the district, with planed, 
chamfered posts in the work spaces, and decorative beaded tongue-and-groove walls and ceilings, 
milled door and window surrounds, and a fireplace with a colonnetted mantel in the office wing. 

Architecturally significant interiors are found in downtown Danville's fraternal and government 
buildings. The interiors of the fust two buildings of the Roman Eagle Lodge of Masons featured 
resplendent wood carving and wall and ceiling painting. In the early 1920s, the lodge built its 
third and present building and once again spared no expense in the furbishing of its public and 
private spaces. The building is entered through a marble lobby lined with shops and display 
cases. A pair of elevators rise to a tenth-floor vestibule at one end of which is a ballroom with 
classical detailing and an orchestra gallery. At the vestibule's other end is the lodge meeting 
room, an amphitheater-like space facing a stage. Flanking the stage are pillars with lotus 
capitals, brightly painted sphinxes, and closets capped with pyramids; overhead is a gilded sun 
disk with outspread wings. 

More prosaic, but equally refined, are the interiors of the 1927 Municipal Building and the 1932 
Post Office, both designed by Danville architect J. Bryant Heard. The Municipal Building is 
entered through a lobby with rusticated plaster walls and Doric columns and pilasters. Broad 
staircases rise to the fourth floor council chambers, lined with arcades and formerly illuminated 
by a large skylight (now concealed by a dropped ceiling). The Post Office lobby features marble 
floors and pilasters, a frieze with paterae and triglyph-like elements, and Art Deco bronze gnlles 
above the rows of lock boxes. The more utilitarian spaces of the Post Office are detailed in 
standard early-twentieth-century Treasury Department manner with high tongue-and-groove 
wainscots and two-level vaults. 

Numerous architects and builders participated in the development of Danville's downtown during 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Foremost among the city's builders in the years 
immediately following the Civil War was Thomas Benton Fitzgerald, a native of Halifax County, 
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Va.. who established a brickyard in North Danville in the late 1860s. Over the following 
decades, Fitzgerald and his successors, N. A. and T. J. Fitzgerald, built many of the finer 
residences on upper Main Street, as well as churches, tobacco and textile factories, and 
commercial buildings. The Romanesque Revival 1890 City Market on North Floyd Street was 
built by Fitzgerald (althougb it was designed by Washington architect William M. Poindexter). 
It is likely that several of the tobacco factories on High and North Floyd streets were built by 
Fitzgerald. and it is probable that some of the older commercial buildings on Main Street can 
be ascribed to the Fitzgeralds' thnving construction business." Other important builders and 
architects of the period included Charles A. Ballou, Danville's City Engineer. and the firms of 
Graham Brothers and Deitrick & Pearson. A contractor of note was English-born Charles 
Orchard, "Dealer in Mantels, Tiles, Grates, Interior Marble Work, and Contractor for Plastering, 
Concrete Floors, Walks, Etc." Probably many decorative finishes in the downtown were the 
work of Orchard and his thirty to sixty employees. The textured stucco facade of the Pytb~an 
Building at 119-121 South Union Street may be attributed to Orchard, since it was added in the 
1910s when the building contained Orchard's showr~orns.'~ Orchard also worked on the 1912 
Elks Home at 560 Main Street. 

Be-g in the 1910s, two architects--Charles G. Pettit, Jr. and J. Bryant Heard--made notable 
contributions to Danville's downtown. Pettit came to Danville in 1909 to open an office for the 
Lynchburg tirm of McLaughlin, Petitt, and Johnson, and from 1909 to 1913 he was involved 
in the design and construction of at least six buildings in the downtown. Two of these buildings- 
-the 1909-1910 Herman Building at 5 15-517 Main and the 1912-1913 Elks Home at 560 Main-- 
survive in their more or less original form, and one other--the 1912 Virginia Hardware Company 
at 426 Main--survives in an altered condition. 

Foremost among Pettit's downtown projects is the spectacular Elks Home. The exterior of the 
four-story building consists of a bundle of columnar elements visually linked together at the top 
by channeled brickwork and a wide chewon band of green and yellow tiles. The columnar 
massing carries through to the lobby, lined with two-story piers connected by a geometric slatted 
mezzanine railing. These features, and also the plaaar quality of the front porch and apron, 
punctuated by concrete and tile bollards, suggest Pettit was familiar with certain buildings of 
Frank Lloyd Wright such as the Larkin Building and Unity Temple. In contrast to the 
modernism of the Elks Home exterior and lobby is the eclectic design of other interior spaces. 
The lavish plaster ornament of the ballroom--cherubs, reclining nudes, cartouches, garlands, and 
musical instruments--the encrusted proscenium opening, and the eared sw~ounds of the French 
doors lining the ballroom walls are classical in derivation. Dark roof beams, stained glass 
windows, and high-backed thrones give the fourth-floor lodge room a solemn medieval aspect. 

Pettit's Herman Building facade exhibits some of the geometric experimentation that characterizes 
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the Elks Home, with repetitive brick and stucco panels, broad expanses of prism glass (now 
removed), and architrave-like elements formed by projecting brick courses that frame the upper- 
story windows. Before it was covered over, the narrow four-story street front of the Virginia 
Hardware Company featured large industrial metal windows separated by brick spandrels with 
diamond-shaped accent blocks. The building was described in 1913 as being "of mill 
construction . . . practically glass fronted. n'4  Tragically missing from the Pettit legacy is the 
demolished 1912 Arcade Building at 520-522 Main Street, which featured a 175'-long, column- 
lined. skylit concourse, and a stuccoed columnar facade with Mission-style accents." 

Whereas Charles Pettit's prolific period of activity apparently spanned a mere half-decade, J. 
Bryant Heard practiced from the mid-1910s through the 1930s. Heard established a Danville 
office of his Lynchburg architectmd firm in 1916. A year or two earlier, Heard co-designed 
with local architect Albert G. Pritchett the Hotel Leeland at 621 Main, a four-story brick 
building with classical detailing. Heard designed other classical buildings in the downtown such 
as the Colonial Revival 1923 F. W. Townes Kt Son F u n d  Parlor at 635 Main and the three- 
story 1920 Miller Building at 423-425 Main. His most important work in the idiom is the 
"opulent-looking " 1927 Danville Municipal Building at 4 18 Patton. l6 Colossal engaged Ionic 
columns march across the white limestone facade of the Municipal Building, and broad steps 
sweep down from burnished entry doors to the intersection of Patton and South Union streets. 

In the early 1930s, Heard began to design in a somber monumental version of the Art Deco 
style. The Danville Post Office at 700 Main was the principal product of Heard's new approach. 
The 1930s American National Bank at 336 Main and the 1937 Woolworth's Building at 501 
Main are other Heard designs that feature white limestone facing and discrete Art Deco 
ornament. At least ten extant downtown buildings in Danville were designed by Heard during 
the period 1915 to 1940 or are attributable to him on stylistic grounds. Of all Danville's 
architects and builders, Heard made the greatest contribution to the built environment of the 
downtown. 

Development slowed in Danville's downtown after the early 1930s, part of a nation-wide 
stagnation in private construction brought on by the Depression. After World War 11, 
development shifted to Danville's suburbs, and downtown retailers sought to lure their former 
customers back by modernizing building facades. Often this tactic led to the concealment or 
destruction of original architectural features. Two early face-lifts were carried out at 334 Main 
and 115 South Union, where streamlined concrete facades with metal and glass-block windows 
were adhered to earlier buildings. The modernizations continue to the present, and with the 
pressure for automobile parking, they represent the main threats to the architectural character of 
downtown Danville. 
























































































































































