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I. Name of Property 

historic name North Danville Historic District 

other nameslsite number See continuation sheet 

2. Location 

street & number See continuation sheet not for publication 

city or town Danville vicinity 
state Virginia code - VA county Pittsylvania code - 143 zip code 24541 

3. StatelFederal Agency Certification 

AS the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act as amended. I hereby certify that this [XI 
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set for in 36 CFR Part 60. In 
my opinion, the property [XI meets does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be 

sIat?w!ge locally. (See continuation sheet for additional comments.) ,2/,b p 
Signature of certifyinflcialrTtle / -/Date 

I State or Federal agency and bureau I 
In my opinion, the property meets q does not meet the National Register criteria. ( 0  See Continuation sheet 
for additional comments.) 

Signature of certifying officialmitle Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby certity that the property is' Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 

entered in the National Register. 
See continuation sheet 

determined eligible for the 
National Register. 

See continuation sheet 
determined not eligible for the 

National Register 
removed from the National 

Register. 

IJ other. 
(explain:) 



North Danville Historic District 
Name of Properly 

Pittsyivania County. Virginia 
County and State 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
(Check as many boxes as (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in count) 
apply) 

H private buiiding(s) Contributing Noncontributing 
[XI public-local [XI district 

public-State [7 site 426 68 buildings 

public-Federal structure sites 

object structures 

objects 

Total * 
Name of related multiple property listing Number of Contributing resources previously listed 
(Enter "NIA if property is not part of a multiple properly listing.) in the National Register 

6. Function or Use 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC: single dwelling DOMESTIC: single dwelling 

DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling 

COMMERCETTRADE: business COMMERCEKRADE: business 

EDUCATION: school EDUCATION: school 

RELIGION: church RELIGION: church 
AGRICULTURE: agricultural outbuilding AGRICULTURE: agricultural outbuilding 

DOMESTIC: secondary structure DOMESTIC: secondary structure 

RECREATION & CULTURE: movie theater 
L 

7. Description 4 

Architectural Classification Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions) 

LATE VICTORIAN: Queen Anne, ltalianate foundation Brick, stone, concrete 
LATE 19 '~ & 2oth CENTURY REVIVALS: Colonial walls Weatherboard, brick, stucco, synthetics 
Revival, Tudor Revival, 

LATE 19'~ & 20 '~  CENTURY AMERICAN 
MOVEMENTS: Commercial Style, Bungalow 

OTHER: Folk Victorian roof Metal, asphalt shingle 
other Wood, concrete 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 



North Danville Historic District 
Name of Property 

Pittsylvania County, Virginia 
County and State 

8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark 'x' in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity who's components lack 
individual distinction. 

C j  D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history 

Criteria Considerations NIA 
(Mark 'x" in all boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 
(7 A owned by a religious institution or used for 

religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C moved from its original location 

Cj  D a cemetery. 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from ~nstruct,o~ls) 

ARCHITECTURE 

Period of  Significance 
Ca. 1880 - ca. 1953 

Significant Dates 

Significant Person 
(complete if Criterion 6 is marked) 

Cultural Affiliation 
N I A  

-- 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property 
ArchitecUBuilder 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Various, unknown 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the s gn 1 cance of tne propeny on one or more contln.at on sneets ) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): NIA Primary location of additional data: 
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 rn State Historic Preservation Office . 
CFR 67).has been requested (7 Other State Agency 

(7 previously listed in the National Register (7 Federal Agency 
C j  Previously determined eligible by the National Local Government 

Register University 
(7 designated a National Historic Landmark (7 Other 
(7 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository: 

# Virginia Department of Historic Resources 
recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 



North Danville Historic District 
Name of Property 

Pittsylvania County, Virginia 
County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property Approximate 142.8 acres 

UTM References 
(place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

1 17 643905 4050845 
Zone Easting Northing 

2 17 644305 4051505 

17 3 - 644895 4052155 
Zone East~ng Northing 

4 17 644905 4051445 

See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sneet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared BY 

nameltitle Teresa Douqlass, Peggy Nickell, Phil Thomason 

organization Thomason &Associates date June 4,2003 

street & number PO Box 121225 telephone 6151365-4960 

city or town Nashville state TN zip code 37212 

Additional Documentation 
submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 Or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO) or FPO for any additional items 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 

name See continuation sheet 

street & number telephone 
city or town state zip code 

Papemork Reduction Act Statement: Thls tnformat on is Be ng collecreo for app cat ons to the hattonal Reg ster of hfstor c Places to nomanate 
propen es for lhst~ng or oelerm nee gm ly for I st,ng to list propen.es an0 to amend exsl ng stmg Response to th s req,est s requ red to oDtaln 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etSeq.1 

Estimated Burden Statement. PA c repon ng o.roen for tnls form is esttmateo lo average I 8  I h0.n per response lncluotng tlme for rev ewlng 
fnstructfons gatner ng an0 mama nang oata and completing and rev ewtng tne form D rect comments regarolng tn s D.roen est mate or any 
aspect of I ns  form to the Cnlef Adm n strat.ve Serv,ces D v son ha1 ona Park Servlce. P 0 Box 37127 Wash~nglon DC 20013-7127. an0 me 
Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018). Washington. DC 20303 
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NAME OF PROPERTY 

Properties in the North Danville Historic District have been assigned the following Virginia Depamnent of Historic Resources 
identificationnumbers: 108-1 13-0001 - 108-113-0051; 108-113-0104- 108-113-0134; 108-113-0139; 108-113-0141; 108.113- 
0143; 108-113-0145 - 108-113-0146; 108-113-0150; 108-113-0158 - 108-113-0159; 108-113-0161 - 108-1 13-0163: 108-113- 
0166; 108-113-0168; 108-113-0170; 108-113-0173 - 108-113-0176; 108-113-0183 - 108-113-0184; 108-113-0186; 108-113-0188 
- 108-1 13-0189; 108-1 13-0215 - 108-1 13-0216; 108-1 13-0218 - 108-113-0235; 108-113-0403 - 108-1 13-0409; 108-1 13-041 1 - 
108-1 13-0413; 108-1 13-0415 - 108-113-0416; 108-1 13-0418 - 108-113-0422; 108-113-0436 - 108-1 13-0451; 108-1 13-0453 - 
108-113-0460; 108-113-0512; 108-113-0514 - 108-1 13-0535; 108-113-0538 - 108-113-0569; 108-1 13-0571 - 108-113-0591; 108- 
113-0593 - 108-1 13-0608; 108-1 13-0610 - 108-1 13-0619; 108-1 13-0621 - 108-1 13-0632; 108-1 13-0634 - 108-1 13-0657; 108- 
113-0659 - 108-1 13-0676; 108-1 13-0762 - 108-1 13-0772; 108-1 13-0796 - 108-1 13-0801; 108-1 13-0803 - 108-1 13-0807; 108- 
113-0809 - 108-113-0827; 108-113-0875 - 108-113-0882; 108-113-0884; 108-1 13-0891 - 108-1 13-0895; 108-1 13-0897- 108- 
113-0955; and 108-113-0985 - 108-113-1017. 
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LOCATION 

The North Danville Historic District is located on Baugh, Bellevue, Church, Claiborne, Clay, West James, Keen, 
Keister, North Main, Oxford, Rhodenizer, West Thomas, Walker, and Worsham Streets, Meades Alley, Richmond 
Avenue and Richmond Boulevard in Danville, Pittsylvania County, Virginia. 
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The North Danville Historic District is located directly north of the Dan River between North Main, Worsham, Claibome. Keister, 
and West James Streets in the city of Danville, Virginia (2000 population approximately 50,000). Cross streets include Bellevue, 
Keen Church, Baugh, West Thomas, Walker, Benefield, Clay, Oxford, Henry, and Rhodenizer. The city of Danville developed 
south of the Dan River during the late eighteenth century as a tobacco marketing, manufacturing and distribution center. North 
Danville developed across the river as a separate town in the 1870s. Briefly named Neapolis in the 1890s, North Danville was 
annexed to Danville proper in 1896. 

The North Danville Historic District is primarily residential in character with a small commercial district along North Main Street. 
which serves as the central corridor for North Danville. Three blocks of primarily two-story, brick commercial buildings line the 
southem portion of North Main Street, while a number of mostly frame, two-story Victorian era dwellings line the northern end of 
the street. Radiating from North Main Street are numerous side streets that consist of a variety of working- and middle-class 
dwellings that date to the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Buildings within the district were constructed from ca. I880 
to ca. 1955 and reflect a wide variety of architectural styles including italianate, Queen  AM^, Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival, and 
Bungalow designs. A large number of Folk Victorian and vernacular styles are also represented including gabled ell, hall and 
parlor, and pyramid square forms. The North Danville Historic District contains 398 primary buildings (355 dwellings, 43 
commercial buildings, one school, and five churches), of which 362 or 91% are considered to be contributing to the character of the 
district. In addition to the primary buildings there are an additional 66 contributing outbuildings and 30 non-contributing 
outbuildings. The district retains a high degree of architectural integrity with minimal modem in-fill or vacant lots. 

ARCHITECTURAL NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

Prehistory (to 1607) 

No archaeological sites are known to exist within the district. No prehistoric sites were documented as part of this survey. 

European Settlement to Society (1607-1 728) 

The area that became North Danville remained undeveloped during this period, and no standing or belowground sites from the 
Settlement Period were documented as part of this survey. 

Colony to Early National Period (1 728-1 830) 

The town of Danville, Virginia, originated as a small trading village at a fordable point along the Dan River in 1728. Tobacco was 
the dominant regional agricultural product, and an inspection warehouse was established in Danville as the town incorporated in 
1793. However, the area north of the Dan River, which later became North Danville, largely remained unsettled during this period. 

In 1761, Joshua Worsham purchased 303 acres of land north of the Dan River from John Cargill,who held the original land grant 
for the property. A large portion of this property became North Danville. During the l760s, Worsham built a house and a water 
powered grist mill on the property. Worsham's sons William and Thomas inherited the property in 1771. The Worsham homestead 
eventually went to Thomas' son, Thomas Worsham, 11. The Worsham family home and mill are no longer extant. 
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The only other building known to have existed north of the Dan River during this period was a small wooden toll house at the base 
of the bridge, which was noted by a local resident as being about ten by twelve feet in size. No physical evidence of the toll house 
remains intact. 

Antebellum Period (1831-1860) 

The construction of the Richmond and Danville Railroad in 1856 encouraged Danville's growth as a tobacco trading and 
manufacturing center during this period. In 1839, the Pittsylvania-Franklin Turnpike was constructed north of the Dan River and 
initial development gradually began to appear along its borders. The route later evolved into what is now North Main Street in 
North Danville. 

In 1850, what is now North Danville contained only about four houses, none of which remain extant today. In addition to the 
Worsham family home, Colonel Leonard Claiborne and Casper Rodenhizer had residences north of the Dan River. Rodenhizer, an 
iron manufacturer, built a house east of the turnpike near what is now Rhodenizer Street. Claiborne's home, named Bellevue, was 
on a hillside overlooking the falls of the river. The large brick and stucco dwelling was situated at what is now the comer of 
Bellevue and Keen Streets. It was razed in 1898 and a school was constructed on the site. 

During the 1830% Thomas Worsham I1 along with Richard and Joseph Yarbrough constructed a saw and grist mill on the northern 
banks of the Dan River. The men harnessed the water power of the river through a dam to propel the machinery of the facilities. No 
physical elements of these properties remain in existence. 

Civil War (1861.1865) 

The Civil War suspended Danville's growth and development, and it was not until the 1870s that significant construction occurred 
in North Danville. No properties remain extant from this era in the North Danville Historic District. 

Early Development of North Danville (1865-1 900) 

North Danville began to take shape in the 1870s. In 1873, the Keen family, which had purchased the Claiborne estate, sold two 
tracts of land containing some 160 acres west of the Pittsylvania Turnpike to J.K. Millner. In 1875, Millner divided one of the 
tracts containing 176.4 acres into ten lots and sold six of those to J.M. Walker. By this time a few streets had been established and 
builder Thomas B. Fitzgerald had established a brickyard on a portion of what had originally been the Claiborne estate. In 1877, 
the area incorporated as the town of North Danville. 

The development of Riverside Cotton Mills in North Danville in 1882 encouraged the growth and development of the new town, 
and soon many homes began to line its streets. Many of the town's leaders and wealthier citizens constructed large impressive 
homes along the main thoroughfare of North Main Street. The smaller, less ornate homes of the mill hands and other working and 
middle class people were constructed on the developing streets primarily west of North Main Street. By 1910. North Danville street 
patterns and development began to conform closely to those of today. 

One of the first dwellings constructed during this period was the two-story, brick, ltalianate style dwelling of builder and textile 
industry leader Thomas B. Fitzgerald on North Main Street. This dwelling was later used as an orphanage before it was demolished 
in the 1920s. Fitzgerald built many ofNorth Danville's early structures, many of which remain extant. One ofthe earliest dwellings 
that remains from this period is the two-story, frame dwelling at 81 1 North Main Street (108-1 13-565, Photo No. 35). Fitzgerald 
constructed the house for Riverside Cotton Mills co-founder B.F. Jefferson in 1880. The dwelling has both Greek Revival and 
ltalianate influences and features a central two-story entry porch and decorative molding and brackets at the cornice. 
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Fitzgerald also built the two-story, frame, ltaiianate style duplex at 719-721 North Main Street in 1881 (108-1 13-558, Photo No. 
32). This dwelling retains much of its original design and features two projecting polygonal bays and a decorative bracketed 
cornice. 

Many of the early dwellings constructed in North Danville reflect influences of the Queen Anne or ltalianate styles. Queen Anne 
style dwellings are typically two-stories in height and have an asymmetrical faqade, projecting gable bays and wraparound porches. 
Milled porch posts and spindlework detailing are common as are cutaway bays. Examples of this house style include the two-story, 
brick Queen Anne influenced dwelling at 725 North Main Street (108-1 13-559, Photo No. 33). This house was constructed ca. 
1890 and features cutaway bays and multiple porches. The dwelling at 1208 Richmond Street is a modest example of the Queen 
Anne style with projecting gable bays and a wraparound porch. 

Common characteristics of the ltalianate style are tall, narrow, arched windows, elaborate window hoods, and wide eaves with 
decorative brackets. The dwelling at 913 North Main Street is a representative example of the Italianate style (108-1 13-579). This 
two-story brick dwelling retains much of its original detailing and has a wraparound porch, two-story polygonal bay, segmental 
arched windows with keystones, and rectangular wood panels at the cornice. 

The gabled ell house form, a Folk Victorian house design that is often reflective of the Queen Anne style in its decorative detailing 
and asymmetrical plan, was widely constructed throughout the district during this period. Gabled ell dwellings varied in the extent 
of their detailing from simple to elaborate. The dwelling at 903 North Main Street is a representative example of the types of 
gabled ell dwellings constructed on North Main Street during the late nineteenth century (108-1 13-576, Photo No. 37). The house 
was built in a gabled ell form and reflects Queen Anne style detailing. It retains original weatherboard siding, milled porch 
balusters, and bracketed window hoods. Another example is the one- and one-half dwelling at 1234 North Main Street (108-1 13- 
612, Photo No. 43). This house features a cutaway bay, wraparound porch with original milled posts and railing, an octagonal 
turret, and fish scale shingles in the gable field. Less elaborate gabled ell dwellings are also found throughout the district. A 
representative example of a modest gabled ell plan is the dwelling at 824 Clay Street (108-1 13-227). 

On the southern end of North Main Street, a block of simpler frame dwellings were constructed between commercial and industrial 
developments. Many of these were duplexes and sewed working class families, such as the dwellings at 530 and 532 North Main 
Street (108-1 13-530). These two-story, frame dwellings were constructed ca. 1895 in identical plans and have two-story full-width 
porches with simple square wood posts, and two entrances in the main facade. 

On streets extending off of North Main Street, dwellings constructed during this period tended to be less elaborate, and often 
appeared in rows of identical plans. For example, on West Thomas Street, the dwellings at the 129, 133, 135, and 139 addresses 
were constructed ca. 1895 in an identical two-story gabled ell style with a one-story bay window on the main faqade and a small 
comer porch in the ell (108-1 13-900, 108-1 13-902, 108-1 13-904, and 108-1 13-907, Photos No. 20 and 49). Each of these four 
dwellings retains original two-over-two and one-over-one wood sash windows and a nine-light fixed attic window in the gable 
tield. Most also retain brackets and dentils at the cornice. Two, the 133 and 139 dwellings, retain the original bay window, while 
the other two dwellings had the window removed and extended the porch into a wraparound form. 

Across the street from these dwellings at 134, 136, and 138 West Thomas Street, is another set of identical plan houses (108-1 13- 
903, 108-1 13-905, and 108-113-906, Photo No. 21). These dwellings are frame, one-story gabled ell plans with small shed roof 
entry porches in the ell. Each of these dwellings retains original exterior weatherboard siding and a bay window on the main faqade 
with original two-over-two wood sash windows. 
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Another common design found throughout the district is a modest two-story ltalianate style dwelling with a flat roof, simple full- 
width porch, and a side entrance. Three examples of this design are located at 600, 604, and 606 Worsham Street, which were 
constructed ca. 1890 (108-1 13-945, 108-1 13-947, and 108-1 13-948, Photo No. 25). The dwelling at 604 Worsham Street is the 
most intact example and retains a wide eave with dentils and brackets, decorative rectangular vents at the cornice, and simple 
window frames with cornices. 

Vernacular forms constructed in the district during this period include hall-and-parlor and shotgun plan dwellings. The hall-and- 
parlor plan is a basic house form that is one-room deep and two-rooms wide with a central entrance. The dwellings at 22 1 and 3 10 
Rhodenizer Street reflect this typical modest house form. The dwelling at 221 is a one-story, frame, hall-and-parlor plan dwelling 
with a central entrance, partial-width hipped roof porch, and central chimney (108-1 13-814, Photo No. 48). At 310 is a similar 
double-pen or saddlebag design with two entrances on the main faqade (108-1 13-820). 

The shotgun plan is typically a one-story, narrow, gable front dwelling that is one room wide. This form is often found in urban 
areas throughout the South. In the 600 block of Oxford Street are a row of gable-front shotgun plan dwellings. These houses were 
built ca. 1895 and feature inset comer porches with traditional period mill work. Many of these similarly designed dwellings were 
constructed by developers to provide housing for area mill workers. 

Commercial development in the North Danville Historic District first occurred on the east side of North Main Street, primarily in 
the 400, 500, and 600 blocks. The earliest frame commercial building to survive from this period is the two-story structure at 620- 
622 North Main Street (108-1 13-54]), This commercial building was constructed ca. 1885 and retains an original metal cornice 
with a floral design and brackets with a lion's head motif. 

Another early commercial building in the district is the two-story brick building at 500-506 North Main Street (108-1 13-5 19). This 
building was built ca. 1885 and retains original two-over-one wood sash windows with two-light segmental arched transoms and 
jack arches. The two-story brick building at 614-616 North Main Street was constructed around this same time (108-1 13-540). Its 
decorative upper faqade retains intricate brick detailed panels, a central hipped roof bay with a multi-light arched attic window, and 
a shingled roofline with a corbelled brick cornice. 

A small group of three commercial buildings was constructed on the west side of North Main Street in the late 1880s. These 
buildings include the two-story brick buildings at 623 and 625 North Main Street, and the three-story brick building at 629 North 
Main Street (108-1 13-542, 108-1 13-543, and 108-1 13-546). A drug store originally occupied the 623 address, which features a 
shed roof porch with square wood columns. The building at 625 originally contained a grocery store. This building retains 
corbelled brickwork and brick panels at the cornice. A general store originally occupied the first floor of the 629 address, while the 
third floor served as the local Masonic hall (Photo No. 3 I). In 1947, this building was renovated to accommodate a movie theater. 
The original marquee, aluminum and glass entrance, ticket booth and display windows of this period remain intact. 

Two churches in the North Danville Historic District date to this early period. The Calvary United Methodist Church at 924 North 
Main Street was constructed in 1886 (108-1 13-583, Photo No. 40). Thomas B. Fitzgerald helped to fund and build the two-story 
brick Gothic style church, which cost $25,000. The church has a cross gable roof, stained glass gothic arched windows and large 
rosette windows, and decorative brick panels. The church's original steeple burned after being struck by lightning in 1912. This 
feature was subsequently replaced with a three-story tower with an open belfry and a castellated roofline, which remains today. In 
1915, a Sunday School wing was added to the rear of the church. Fitzgerald also constructed a parsonage next door to the church at 
922 North Main Street in 1893. This two-story, brick, Queen Anne style dwelling retains original one-over-one wood sash 
windows, wraparound porch, and arched multi-light attic window (108-1 13-580, Photo 39). 


































































































































































































































