
In my opinion, the property - meets - does not meet the National Register criteria. 
( - See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 



........................................... -__---------____--------------------------- 
4. National Park Service Certification 
-__--_----__-___--------------------------- -__--_----_---__--------------------------- 
I, hereby certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 
- determined eligible for the 

National Register - 
- See continuation sheet. 
- determined not eligible for the 

National Register 
removed from the National Register 

- other (explain): 

Signature of Keeper Date of Action 

........................................... ........................................... 
S. Classification 
........................................... ........................................... 
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 

X- private - 
- X- public-local 
- public-State 
- public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
building(@ 

X- district - 
- site 
- structure 

object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
9- buildings - 

0 - - 0 sites - - 
0 - - 0 structures - - 
- 0 - 0 - objects 

107- - - 4- Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 



Register 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A if property is not part of a multiple property 
listing.) NIA 

.................................................................. .................................................................. 
6. Function or Use .................................................................. .................................................................. 
Historic Functions (Enter categories from insuuctions) 

Cat: Domestic Sub: single dwelline 
multiple dwelling 

Trade deaartment store 
Education school 

librarv 
Relieion religious facilitv 
Funerarv funeral home 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: Domestic Sub: single dwellinn 

multiale dwelline 
Trade ~epaftment  store 
Education school 
Relieion 
Funerarv funeral home 

.................................................................. .................................................................. 
7. Description .................................................................. .................................................................. 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

Italianate (vernacular\ 
Oueen Anne (vernacular\ 
(see continuation sheet) 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation brick 

concrete 
roof asbestos 

- - - 

walls brick 
weatherboard 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more 
continuation sheets.) 



--__-_-----_-_-__---------------------------- ---------------_--------------------------_-- 
8. Statement of Significance _ _ _ _ _ _ - - _ - - _ - _ _ _ _ _ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  _____--------____---------------------------- 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying 
the property for National Register listing) 
3- A Property is associated with events that have made a significant 

contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or 
method of construction or represents the work of a master, or 
possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in 
prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

3- A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

- B removed from its original location. 

- C a birthplace or a grave, 

- D a cemetery. 

- E a reconstructed building, object,or structure. 

- F a commemorative property. 

- G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
- 
Education - 
- Relielon 
Commerce - 

and D e v e m  

- - - - 

Period of Significance -caJ@O to 1947 

Significant Dates --. 1925. 1936 (W- . . 
~ a .  1932 (W - 
1896 ( C a l v V  191910 - - ,, 1924 ( L B Y - I  



Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Affiliation NIA 
ArchitectIBuilder John Hareraves 

J.R. Pleasants 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more 
continuation sheets.) 

.................................................................. .................................................................. 
9. Major Bibliographical References .................................................................. .................................................................. 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more 
continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS) 
-preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 

requested. 
-previously listed in the National Register 
-previously determined eligible by the National Register 
-designated a National Historic Landmark 
-recorded by Historic American Buildings S w e y  # 
- recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data 
X State Historic Preservation Office 
- Other State agency 
- Federal agency 
-Local government 
- University 
- Other 
Name of repository: 

.................................................................. 
10. Geographical Data 
.................................................................. 
Acreage of Property 34 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
1 17 642750 4050280 2 17 642930 4050330 
3 17 643020 4050200 4 17 643000 4050020 
5 17 642910 4050050 6 17 642900 4049890 
7 17 642970 4049600 8 17 642760 4049560 
9 17 642680 4050050 
- See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 



.................................................................. .................................................................. 
1 1. Form Prepared By .................................................................. .................................................................. 
nameltitle Alison Stone Blanton 

organization Hill Studio. P.C. date Januarv 1997 

street & number 120 West Cam~bell Ave telephone 540-342-5263 

city or town Roanoke s t a t e x  zip code 2401 1 

.................................................................. .................................................................. 
Additional Documentation .................................................................. .................................................................. 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

.................................................................. .................................................................. 
Property Owner .................................................................. .................................................................. 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 
name 

street & number telephone 

city or town s t a t e  zip code 

See Continuation Sheets. .................................................................. .................................................................. 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the 
National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for 
listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to 
obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 
470 et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 
hours per response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, 
and completing and reviewing the fonb. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any 
aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. 
Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork 
Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. % 
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DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Classification (continued) 
Prairie School (vernacular) 
Bun~alow/Craftsman (vernacular) - 
Late Gothic Revival 
Romanesaue 
Classical Revival 
Moderne 

Materials (continued) 
Walls aluminum 

vinvl 
d n ~ l e  . 

concrete 
other cast metal (oorches) 

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

The proposed Holbrook-Ross Historic District is composed of the 200-400 blocks of Holbrook 
and Ross streets and the cross streets of Mawy, Roberts, John, Doe and Gay. The relatively intact 
neighborhood includes a full range of late 19th and early 20th century residential, commercial, and 
institutional structures that reflect the development of the neighborhood as it became the first 
African-American professional neighborhood in Danville. Resources in the neighborhood include 
single- and multiple-family dwellings, the Westmoreland School, churches, a former library 
(colored branch), and small commercial structures with residential space above. As the main 
thoroughfare from Main Street to Union Street, Holbrook Street serves as the nucleus of the 
neighborhood. Many of the finer homes and the established churches are located along this street. 
The Westmoreland School complex, located at the northeast comer of Holbrook and Gay streets, 
stands as a reminder of the ca. 1880 Danville School, which first occupied the site, and continues 
to serve as a cornerstone of the neighborhood. 

The majority of the houses are single-family dwellings that were built between 1880 and 1910. 
These feature a mixture of wood-frame and brick construction in one and two stories. 
Intersecting-hip and intersecting-gable roofs are the dominant roof form. 

Most of the houses are vernacular in style and form, with Italianate or Queen- Anne influences 
visible in the detailing of some of the buildings. The Williams House (321 Holbrook Street, ca. 
1890) features the typical L-form with a bracketed cornice and hood moldings over the windows 
that reflect the influence of the Italianate style. The Hargraves-Geary House (307 Holbrook Street) 
and the Doswell House (31 1 Holbrook Street), both built ca 1890 by John Hargraves, a local 
carpenter, are the best examples of the Queen-Anne style in the area (Figures 1 & 2). Most 
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common, however, are the more vernacular dwellings that are simple in form with the influence of 
the Queen-Anne style visible only in the detailing, particularly on the gables and porches. The 
houses at 240, 340, and 361 Ross Street illustrate this approach with their decorative vergeboard 
and porch with scroll-sawn brackets, turned columns, and spindlework frieze (Figures 3,4 & 5). 

There are also a number of small dwellings that are truly vernacular in form without any detailing. 
These are typically one-story, two-bay frame dwellings with either a front-gable, "shotgun" plan or 
stepped facade, or the central-passage plan with side-gable roof. While these can be found 
throughout the proposed district, they are most common at the northern end of Holbrook and Ross 
streets and on the cross streets. These vernacular forms were typical housing for laborers (tobacco 
and textile) that at one time proliferated the area surrounding the district, especially towards the Dan 
River area where the mills and tobacco warehouses were located. The row of dwellings at 415, 
419, 419 112, and 421 Holbrook Street and 609 West Gay Street (all now demolished) was an 
example of these simple vernacular forms. The 300 block of Ross Street features a row of both the 
side-gable and front-gable roof forms (317,321,323.32s Ross Street) (Figure 6). 

A second phase of building occurred in the 1920s and 1930s. Building during this time period 
was concentrated at the southern end of the neighborhood near Grove Street Cemetery or on 
scattered lots throughout the neighborhood. These houses are typically in the Craftsman or 
Bungalow style, as in the ca. 1930 Tisden House (438 Holbrook Street). The American 
Foursquare form was also popular and typically featured detailing influenced by the Prairie School 
or Craftsman movement. Examples include the ca. 1940 Leroy Johnson House (434 Holbrook 
Street) and the ca. 1925 Yancey House (320 Holbrook Street) (Figures 7 ,8  & 9). 

The only apartment building in the proposed district, the Broadnax Apartment (2 Maury Street) 
was also constructed during this time period. The apartment building was a relatively novel 
concept for this turn-of-the-century residential neighborhood. Boarding rooms within 
single-family houses and duplexes were more common. The ca. 1930 Broadnax Apartments 
attempts to minimize its appearance as a new building type, With its low-hipped roof, central 
dormer, and full-width porch, it appears as an expanded Foursquare house. 

An important component of the district are the churches located along Holbrook Street which are 
representative of the revival styles popular in late 19th and early 20th century ecclesiastical 
architecture. The earliest, Calvary Baptist Church (218 Holbrook Street), was designed in 1896 
by J.R. Pleasants in the Romanesque-Revival style and constructed by the Ordway Construction 
Company. A variety of fenestration and decorative brick patterns create a lively facade with the 
characteristic round-arched openings and comer tower (Figure 10). The ca. 1910 Holbrook Street 
Presbyterian Church (353 Holbrook Street) is a later version of the Romanesque Revival with 
buttressed corner towers, corbelled brickwork, and the round-arched windows (Figure 11). Loyal 
Baptist Church, located across Gay Street from Westmoreland School, was built in 1924 as the 
successor to Loyal Street Baptist Church (formerly Ebenezar Baptist Church). Designed in the 
Gothic-Revival style, the church features stepped buttresses, comer towers, and pointed-arch 
window and door openings (Figure 12). Other churches in the district include the Wesley AME 
Church (400 John Street, 1939) and the Ross Street Seventh Day Adventist Church 
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(Non-contributing). Although these buildings are newer and not as elaborate in design, they 
emphasize the continued presence of religious institutions in the neighborhood. 

At one time, there was a proliferation of small stores owned and operated by African-Americans 
throughout the neighborhood, particularly near the school at the intersection of Holbrook and Gay 
Streets. (The Danville City Directory lists as many as five stores near Holbrook and Gay in 
1894-1895.) These stores typically operated on the first floor with a living area above or beside 
the business space. The two commercial buildings still standing in the neighborhood, Williams 
and Barksdale ConfectionersMolbrook Street Pick-Up (417 Holbrook Street) and C & C Hair 
Salon (426 Holbrook Street) are simple in form and detailing and similar in scale to the 
surrounding dwellings. A typical three-bay storefront is the main defining feature. The C & C 
Hair Salon is more commercial in appearance with brick construction, a flat roof, and corbelled 
brick cornice (Figures 13 & 14). Other early stores that are extant were located within residential 
buildings, as in the Flood House (237 Holbrook Street, ca. 1890) and the Wilson House (229 
Holbrook Street, ca. 1900). 

The Westmoreland School complex, which stands at the northern terminus of the district, consists 
of: The Westmoreland Middle School, which was originally built as Langston High School in 
1936; the Annex Building, which was built in 1925 as Westmoreland Elementary School; a ca. 
1970 classroom (non-contributing); a temporary building (non-contributing); and a large playing 
field (Figure 15). The Westmoreland Middle School building is designed in the Moderne style 
with a simple, low cubic form. The ornamentation is minimal with an emphasis on the two 
entrances with door surrounds of cast concrete in geometric patterns (Figure 16). The 
Westmoreland Elementary School is designed in a stripped-down Classical-Revival style with a 
deeply molded cornice as the dominant detail. 

Geographically, Holbrook Street is located along a ridge. Stone or concrete retaining walls are 
common to many of the properties and the sites are often steeply sloped to the rear (Figures 17, 18, 
& 19). Both Holbrook Street and Ross Street have sidewalks, distinguishing them from the 
surrounding streets. The early hexagonal paving blocks are still intact in sections along the 
sidewalks (Figure 20). Several of the properties, including the Hargraves- Geary House (307 
Holbrook Street) and the Gardner House (405 Ross Street) retain their original landscaping (Figure 
21). 

STATEMENT OF INTEGRITY 

The Holbrook-Ross neighborhood within the proposed district retains its integrity as a residential 
neighborhood. For the most part, the dwellings, school, churches and stores retain their original 
uses. Although many of the buildings have had minor alterations -- including rear additions, vinyl 
and aluminum siding, and some porch reconstructions -- the district retains its original scale, 
density, and forms in its general appearance. Deterioration, neglect, and inappropriate 
rehabilitation are the major threats facing the properties in the p~oposed district. 
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1. 203 Holbrook Street (108-0180-005) 
Doe-Brodnax House 

1915 ca 
Contributing 

This large 2 1R-story, 3-bay wood frame dwelling is built in the Colonial-Revival 
style with its simple form and classical detailing. The low hipped roof has a central 
dormer and a simple boxed cornice. The dormer has a hipped metal roof, wood 
shingle walls and 2 awning or hopper windows with 8 lights each. The three 
interior brick chimneys have moulded brick coursework at the tops of the stacks. 
The porch is full width with metal hipped roof and full entablature with dentil 
moulding supported by squared Doric columns with an inset panel for a simple 
squared balustrade. The door is surrounded by a broken transom (20 lights) and 
sidelights (16 lights). The windows are double-hung sash with 6 over 1 lights and 
a simple architrave trim. The building is clad in German siding and sits on a low, 
solid brick basement. 

This ca. 1915 Colonial-Revival dwelling stands on the site of the earlier Thomas B. 
Doe house. Doe was a local white farmer and owner of the land that was 
subdivided to create the Holbrook-Ross neighborhood. In 1898 the Reverend 
R.G. Adams, who was instrumental in the establishment of Calvary Baptist 
Church, is listed as living in the house. In 1914, the house was sold by Reverend 
Adams to the Brodnax family, who built the present house. Their descendants still 
live in the house today. 

2. 209 Holbrook Street (108-0180-006) 
Bendall-Cabell House 

1870 ca 
Contributing 

This large 2-story Greek Revival dwelling is simple in form and detailing. The low 
hipped roof is a standing-seam metal with 2 interior brick chimneys and a boxed 
cornice. The 1-story, 3-Gay porch has a metal roof with smooth ~ o n c  columns and 
an open rail balustrade. The 2 doors are single-leaf wood with 2 lights over 4 
panels. The 5 windows are 2/2 double-hung sash. The doors and windows are 
surrounded by simple trim. 

This ca. 1870 Greek Revival dwelling appears on the 1877 Beers map and stands 
as the earliest house built in the area. It was originally built as a single dwelling 
with a double-pile, central-passage plan. Oliver Bendall, a local farmer and leaf 
dealer, was the original owner. Reverend Cabell is the present owner and was born 
in the house. 

3. 21 1 Holbrook Street (108-0180-007) 
Brodnax, P.S., House 

1910 ca 
Contributing 
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This 2-story brick dwelling has an intersecting gable roof of standing-seam metal 
with double gables with returns at the front. The south bay with end gable projects 
slightly and has a louvered vent window. There is one brick interior chimney at the 
ridgeline of the intersecting gable. The four windows are 212 sash, double-hung. 
The door is single-leaf solid wood with 6 panels and a rectangular transom 
overhead. The porch has a hipped roof of standing-seam metal supported by brick 
piers and a pierced brick wall. One 1-story brick wing with.gable roof of 
standing-seam metal extends from the rear. 

This ca. 1910 two-story dwelling is one of the few buildings in the Holbrook-Ross 
area with a double-gable roof. 

4 .  215 Holbrook Street (108-0180-008) 
Julian House 

1945 ca 
Contributing 

This 1-story frame dwelling is simple in form. The gable end roof has asphalt 
shingles and a boxed cornice with minimal overhang. The 1-story, I-bay porch 
extends across one-half of the front facade. The porch has an end gable roof that 
extends from the main roof. It is covered in asphalt shingles and supported by 
square wood columns with a simple squared balustrade. The facade is 
asymmetrical with the door flanked by a single window on one side and a set of 
paired windows on the other side. The door is single-leaf with three vertical lights 
over three horizontal panels. There is a small rectangular vent window with louvers 
in the gable end. The house sits on a steep slope allowing for a full basement, 
exposed at the rear. 

This ca. 1945 dwelling is one of three 1-story frame dwellings with a front-gabled 
roof in the proposed Holbrook-Ross Historic District. As one of the later buildings 
in the area, it is a very simplified version of a Craftsman form with little detailing. 

5. 229 Holbrook Street (108-0180-009) 
Wilson House 

1900 ca 
Contributing 

This 1-story, 3-bay brick dwelling is typical of the central-passage plan house with 
central doorway and side-gabled roof. The door is flanked by paired windows. 
The windows and dodr are topped by a flat or jack arch. The porch has a shed roof 
of standing-seam metal and is supported by Doric columns of wood on masonry 
piers and a simple square balustrade with rounded rail. The house has a raised 
basement which becomes a full basement at the rear due to the steep slope of the 
site. The foundation is solid brick with the exception of the north side which is 
brick pier enclosed with concrete block. 

This ca. 1900 dwelling is an example of the typical I-story central-passage plan 
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with side-gabled roof form that was so common in the turn-of-the-century houses 
of the area. It has added significance because it originally had a store attached at the 
northeast corner. This was the first commercial property at the southern end of 
Holbrook Street from the 1890s to the 1920s. 

6.  237 Holbrook Street (108-0180-010) 
Harraway House 

1895 ca 
Contributing 

This 1-story wood frame dwelling is L-shaped in form with an intersecting gable 
roof and a central chimney. The roof ends in a boxed cornice and returns at the 
gable ends. The two ends of the side gable also feature a round vent window with 
a decorative cut-out pattern. The porch is I-story with a shed roof supported by 
square wood columns and balustrade. The modem wood door is flush with 3 
horizontal lights. The two sets of paired windows are also newer with 616 lights. 
Original 212 lights remain on the side elevations. The building is clad in German 
siding and sits on a low basement. A 1-story frame wing with shed roof runs 
across the rear of the building. 

This ca. 1890s one-story frame dwelling is another example of the intersecting 
gable form that was so common in the Holbrook-Ross area. It was originally built 
as a duplex with two side-passage, single-pile units with a side-gabled roof. In the 
1920s the front section with an intersecting gable roof was added as a store. This 
store may have replaced the one next door at 229 Holbrook Street, which was 
demolished in the 1920s. 

7 .  239 Holbrook Street (108-0180-01 1) 
Robinson House 

1895 ca 
Contributing 

This 3-bay, 1 112-story, frame dwelling has a side-gabled roof with central 
shed-roof dormer and 2 interior, rear-slope brick chimneys. The gable ends have 
returns and a molded box cornice. The dormer is wood frame with vinyl siding, 
has a shed roof and asphalt shingles, and 4 windows with 4 lights each. The pitch 
and the roof has been extended to encompass a 1-story, 3-bay porch. The porch 
has tapered wood columns and brick piers inset with stones. the railing is metal. 
The central door is flanked by single double hung windows with 6 over 1 lights. 
The raised basement becae a full basement at the rear due to the steep slope at the 
site. A 1-story wood frame wing with intersecting gable extends at the back on the 
north end. A shed-roof addition extends across the rear. 

This ca. 1890s dwelling is an example of an early central-passage plan with a 
side-gabled roof form that was updated in the 1940s in response to the popularity of 
the Bungalow style. 

8. 243 Holbrook Street (108-0180-012) 1895 ca 
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Merritt House Contributing 

This 1-story wood-frame duplex has a side gable roof with boxed cornice. The 
gable ends have round vent windows with decorative metal covers. The original 
central door is 112 light and 112 panel with a single-pane rectangular transom. A 
second door with 112 light and 112 panel but no transom has been added. The 
1-story, 3-bay porch has a shed roof of asphalt shingles supported by cast-metal 
supports and railing. A 1-story wing with intersecting gable roof and central ridge 
chimney extends out the rear of the building. The building is wood frame with 
German siding and sits on a low basement that becomes raised due to the slope of 
the site. 

This ca. 1895 one-story frame duplex was originally built as a single dwelling. Its 
original form with a single-pile, central-passage plan and side-gabled roof was 
common in the early houses in the area. By 1910, maps indicate that it was a 
duplex, making it one of the earlier mutli-family dwellings, especially at the 
southern end of the neighborhood. 

9.  25 1 Holbrook Street (108-0180-013) 
Inge House 

1890 ca 
Contributing 

The 3-bay, 2-story Greek Revival dwelling is simple in form with classical 
detailing. The low-hipped roof has 2 interior chimneys placed laterally on the slope 
of the roof. The roof to wall junction has a simple boxed cornice that has been 
minimized by the application of aluminum siding. The facade is symmetrical with 
central doorway flanked by windows on either side. The windows and doors have 
pedimented surrounds with architrave trim. The doorway has a 3-light rectangular 
transom overhead and a sidelight with 2 lights over 1 panel on either side. The 
door itself, which is a modem replacement, is flanked by pilasters with decorative 
carving below the capital. The 1-story, 3-bay wooden porch has a hipped roof of 
asphalt shingles supported by Tuscan columns and a turned balustrade. 

This ca. 1895 Greek Revival dwelling is one of the earliest and more substantial 
dwellings built on Holbrook Street after the subdivision of the Thomas Doe Plat. It 
was built by Wesley Inge, a local black carpenter. 

10. 307 Holbrook Street (108-0180-014) 
Hargraves-Geary House 

1890s 
Contributing 

This Zstory wood-frame dwelling features a massed plan with projecting bays with 
an elaborate spindlework porch typical of the Queen Anne style. There is also, 
however, evidence of the earlier Italianate period with the heavy moulded cornice 
with paired brackets and the segmental-arched hood mould over the door. The roof 
has intersecting gables at the front and one side. The gable ends have returns with 
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molded box cornices and paired brackets. Round vent windows with decorative 
pressed tin covers are in each gable end. The original chimney, at the ridgeline of 
the front end gable has decorative moulded brick along the upper courses. The 
windows have simple trim with 212 lights. The doorway in the recessed side bay 
has a segmental-arched hood mould and a one-light transom. The door is 
half-and-half with one light. The 1-story, 3-bay porch has a low-hipped roof of 
standing-seam metal with a gable over the entrance bay. The wood columns are 
turned with decorative sawn brackets with spindlework in the frieze and a turned 
wooden balustrade. The roof has intersecting gables with double gables at the front 
and one side. The gable ends haave returns with moulded box cornices and paved 
brackets. Round vent windows with decorative plessed-tin covers are in each gable 
end. The windows have simple trim with 2/2 lights. The doorway in the recessed 
side bay, has a segmental-arched hood mould with one light transom.The door is 
half and half with 1 light. The 1-story, 3-bay porch has a low-hipped roof with a 
standing-seam metal with a gable over teh entrance bay. The wood columns are 
turned with decorative sawn brackets with spindlework in the frieze and a turned 
wooden balustrade. the original chimney at the ridgeline of the front end gable has 
decorative moulded brick along the upper courses. 

This ca. 1890s two-story frame house is an excellent example of the Queen Anne 
style. It stands with 31 1 Holbrook Street as one of several pairs of Queen Anne 
dwellings in the Holbrook-Ross area. It was built by John Hargraves, a black 
carpenter who worked on houses on Millionaire's Row. His daughter, Nellie 
Hargraves Geary lived here with her husband, Dr. Geary, who was the first black 
dentist in Danville. Their daughter, Nannie G. Armstrong, currently lives in the 
house. It is said that there used to be a 9-hole miniature golf course and concession 
stand in the vacant comer lot next door. 

1 1. 3 11 Holbrook Street (108-0180-015) 
Doswell House 

1890 ca 
Contributing 

This 2-story, Queen Anne dwelling has an intersecting gable roof and a massed 
plan with projecting bays. The detailing is a mixture of the spindlework and free 
classic subtypes with the decorative-sawn scrollwork in the porch gable, 
spindlework pendants and cut-out patterns in the roof gable, and turned balustrade 
of the porch combining with the classical columns and dentil moulding along the 
cornice line of the porch. The heavily moulded cornice with paired brackets also 
show the influence of the earlier Italianate style. The original windows are 2 over 2 
with a simple cornice hood-mould. The door is single-leaf, 112 light over 3 
horizontal panels and a single- light rectangular transom. The porch is the most 
dominant feature with a pedimented gable over the entrance bay and a projecting 
round bay with turret roof and finial. The building is clad in German siding and 
sits on a raised basement. There is a I-story enclosed wood-frame porch on the 
rear. 



NPS Form 10-9Wa (8-86) 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

OMB No. 1024-0018 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HlSIURlC PLACES 
CONIINJATION SHFET 
Section _L Page 

This ca. 1890 two-story dwelling is an excellent example of the Queen-Anne style. 
It stands with 307 Holbrook Street as one of several pairs of Queen Anne style 
houses in the Holbrook-Ross area. It may have been built by John Hargraves, the 
builder of 307 Holbrook Street. Pleasant Doswell, an early black mail carrier and 
later vice president of the First Savings Bank, lived here with his wife, Lucy Inge 
Doswell, a daughter of John Hargraves. 

12. 313HolbrookStreet (108-0180-016) 
House, 3 13 Holbrook Street 

1890 ca 
Contributing 

This 2-story, 2-bay wood frame dwelling is simple in form and detailing. It is 
rectangular in plan with a cross-gabled roof of standing seam metal and German 
siding on the walls. It has a moulded box-cornice with returns at the gable ends 
and a small covered vent window. The windows and original door have simple 
trim with the cornice head. The doors are single-leaf with 3 vertical lights over 3 
horizontal panels. The original door has a 2-light rectangular transom. The porch 
has a hipped roof of standing seam metal supported by wood posts and a squared, 
wooden balustrade. 

This ca. 1890 two-story frame dwelling is one of the few houses in the area with a 
cross-gabled roof. 

13. 321 Holbrook Street (108-0180-017) 
Howard House 

1890 ca 
Contributing 

This 2-story wood frame dwelling has a simple T-configuration with additional rear 
wing and intersecting roof form. The detailing in the cornice brackets and window 
heads exhibit some influence from the Italianate period. The roof ends in a 
moulded-box cornice with brackets and returns at the gable ends. The 212 windows 
feature a cornice window-head. The door on the 1st level is solid wood with 2 
arched panels over 2 rectangular panels. It has a rectangular transom which is 
boarded and 2 sidelights, each with 3 lights over 1 panel. The door on the 2nd 
level is half and half with 9 lights over 1 panel. The 2-story porch has a flat metal 
roof supported by square wooden columns and a square balustrade that features a 
central cross-rail pattern. The house is clad in German siding and sits on a low 
basement. A 2-story wood frame wing extends across the back with 2-story lattice 
work porch. 

This ca. 1890 dwelling with its typical intersecting gable roof is distinguished by its 
Italianate detailing. It is one of the more substantial dwellings from the late 19th 
century. Doc Williams, a local black butcher, lived in the house. His wife, Lula E. 
Williams, is listed in the 1935 city directory as principal of the school on Franklin. 








































































































