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Dan's H i l l ,  a Federal-style residence, i s  located i n  a densely wooded area four miles 
West of Danville i n  Pi t tsylvania  County. Erected during the  second decade of the  19th 
century, the brick dwelling i s  a two-and-one-half story,  double-pile, central-plan house 
covered by a gable roof. 

Set on a high basement, the f ront  (north) elevation is  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond. The 
five-bay facade is dominated by a graceful pedimented one-story Roman Doric port ico s e t  on 
a podium. The port ico she l te rs  a semi-circular fanl ight  entry which r e t a ins  both its 
or iginal  paneled double door, ar:d intersect ing t racery i n  the fanl ight .  The fenestrat ion 
consists of 9/9 hung sash framed by a simply executed architrave and sunrounted by rowlock 
l i n t e l s .  A Doric cornice runs the  e n t i r e  length of both the north and south elevations. 

The garden (south) elevation, l i k e  the r e s t  of the  secondary walls,  is l a i d  i n  three- 
course American bond. The treatment of t h i s  elevation duplicates the  main (north) facade. 
The west facade contains two semi-exterior end chimneys which flank paired cent ra l  windows 
of two-and-one-half s tor ies .  The e a s t  elevation has been a l te red  a t  t h e  f i r s t  s tory  by 
the addition of a one-story service wing covered by a shed roof. An enclosed pa t io  and 
basement-level garage pro jec t  from this wing. 

The i n t e r i o r  of Dan's H i l l  contains distinguished archi tectural  elements. A f ine ly  
executed semi-ell iptical  reeded arch divides the cent ra l  h a l l  i n t o  an entry passage and 
stair ha l l .  The entry passage contains elaborate wainscoting capped by a chair  r a i l  with 
gouged rose t tes  and f lu tes .  The doorways i n  the h a l l  have f luted symmetrical architrave 
t r i m  w i t h  f ine ly  molded corner blocks. The s t a i r  h a l l  is dominated by an exceptionally 
handsome, open-well s t a i r  t h a t  ascends t o  the  a t t i c .  The s t a i r  has paneled spandrels, 
sawn-scroll brackets, a round handrail ,  and rectangular balusters,  two-to-a-tread. The 
hardra i l  is ramped and eased a t  the turned newels. Paral le l ing the  s t a i r  i s  a handsomely 
finished wainscot with a f ine ly  molded chair  r a i l .  Openings i n  t h e  s t a i r  h a l l  a re  
identical, t o  those found i n  the entry passage. The r e a r  door is a s ix- l igh t  double door, 
not  or iginal  t o  the house. 

The northwest ( f ront)  par lor  i s  a handsome room i n  a f ine  s t a t e  of preservation. The 
focal point of the  room i s  the King of Prussia marble mantel, o r ig ina l  t o  the house. The 
architrave of Greek Revival inspirat ion is reeded. The wainscoting is  s imilar  t o  t h a t  
found i n  the  entry passage. A semi-circular arched double doorway connects the f ront  parlo 
t o  the rear. The ce i l i ng  is a copy of an or ig ina l  found i n  the southwest parlor.  

Like the f ront  par lor ,  the rear  (southwest) par lor  contains a handsome mantel t h a t  
was moved from the dining room. Constructed of black marble, t h i s  mantel has engaged 
Ionic columns supporting a simple entablature and mantel shelf .  The wainscoting is 
similar t o  t h a t  found i n  the h a l l .  Of special  note i s  the or iginal  ornamental stucco 
ce i l ing  which boasts a f ine ly  executed acanthus medallion centerpiece. 

The dicing room (northeast) i s  of l e s s  elaborate execution than the  west par lors .  The 
or iginal  mantel was removed during the house's ear ly  res torat ion i n  the 1930s. Likewise. 
the southeast den has undergone renovation and was paneled i n  the 1930s. 

The second-floor rooms, while spacious, a re  l e s s  elaborate than those on the  first 
floor.  The well-executed mantels and molded chair  r a i l s  a re  preserved throughout the  
second floor.  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Located on the north s ide  of the  Dan River i n  Pit tsylvania County, Dan's H i l l  i s  a 

handsome and well-preserved example of Southside Virginia's Federal-style architecture.  
Its f i n e  brickwork, i n t e r i o r  appointments and outstanding col lect ion of outbuildings 
rank the property high i n  i n t e r e s t  among the  s t a t e ' s  plantat ion complexes. Bui l t  by the  
Wilson family during the  second decade of the 19th century, the  house bears a strong 
s t y l i s t i c  resemblance t o  the work of James Dejarnett, a Pi t tsylvania  County builder 
of the era .  

I 
Peter Wilson, the f i r s t  of the  family t o  s e t t l e  i n  the area,  acquired land patents I 

as  ear ly  a s  1748 on the north s ide  of  the  Dan River i n  what was then Lunenburg County. 
H i s  w i l l ,  recorded i n  Halifax County i n  1763, lists substant ia l  bequests t o  h i s  wife 
and children, among whom was John Wilson, fo r  whom Dan's H i l l  was b u i l t .  

John Wilson inheri ted from h i s  fa ther  i n  1764, "one t r a c t  of 300 acres of land... 
adjoining on the back of the  hundred and s ix ty  acres I deeded him. .." John accumulated 
additional holdings through deeds and grants, so t h a t  by 1782 the  f i r s t  Pit tsylvania 
land t ax  book charged him with 4070 acres of land, which he increased i n  subsequent years. 
The town of Danville was established i n  1775 on land t h a t  he owned, and he w a s  a t rus tee  
of the town. 

John Wilson's acquis i t ion of land paral le led h i s  success i n  business. Wilson and h i s  
sons operated a very la rge  and successful mercantile business i n  Pi t tsylvania  County a s  
well a s  i n  neighboring Rockingham County, North Carolina. H i s  many business contacts 
resulted i n  frequent t r i p s  t o  Petersburg, Richmond, and Lynchburg. I 

In addition t o  operating successful business ventures, Wilson was prominent i n  
cornunity a f f a i r s ;  he served a s  both a just ice  and a sher i f f  of t h e  county. He was 
elected t o  the committee of safety i n  1775 and was a member of the  House of Delegates i n  
1778, 1779, and 1782. H e  had been a "county l ieutenant" during t h e  war years and was a 
member of the Consti tutional Convention when Virginia r a t i f i e d  t h e  U. S. Constitution. 
For ten years following the  Revolution, he served a s  a "county secretary." Such ac t iv i ty  
and s t a tu re  required a commodious and fashionable dwelling. 

Although the exact date fo r  the  erection of Dan's H i l l  is unknown, t ax  books and 
other documents contribute some knowledge t o  the house's history.  It i s  known from the 
t ax  books t h a t  the Wilson t r a c t  of 300 acres had buildings valued a t  $3,000 i n  1820. The 
building value does not change i n  the t a x  book u n t i l  1840, when the  property value in- 
creases t o  $4,000. I t  is t o  be fur ther  noted t h a t  John Wilson's w i l l  of 1820 provides 
for  h i s  son Robert, " a l l  t h a t  t r a c t  of land lying on the north s ide  of the Dan River where 
I now reside ... together with my dwelling house, stone house, lumber house... But my son 

Robert i s  not t o  have the houses..during the l i f e  of h i s  mother ..." Mary Wilson's w i l l  
was recorded i n  1827, a t  which time Robert Wilson presumably took possession of the  house. 

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 












