7. Description

Condition Check one eck one
_X_excellent — deteriorated ____ unaltered 2 otiginal site

—— good — —ruins X _ altered - moved date N/A
— fair — . Unexposed

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance
SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

The Greensville County Courthouse complex on Main Street in Bmporia consists of the
courthouse, county administrator's office, and the clerk's office. The buildings are
constructed of brick, painted white, arnd were erected on land that has served as the site
of a county courthouse since 1787. The two-story, porticoed courthouse was built in 1831,
the clerk's office in 1894 and the present county administrator's office in 1900 and 1907.
The courthouse and the clerk's office show considerable evolution through alterations and
enlargements over the years reflecting the growth and need of the county. The county
administrator's office, once the Greensville Bank, preserves an extraordinary pressed-tin
interior.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

The primary building of the complex, the Greensville County Courthouse, is the
architectural focal point of Hmporia's Main Street. The two-story, Flemish-bond brick
building was erected in 1831 to replace an earlier courthouse of 1787. While extensively
altered and enlarged, early photographs show the building in what is presumed to have
been its original appearance. The three-bay facade had a pedimented gable-end front with
the tymparum containing a lunette with interesecting tracery.A full entablature ran the
perimeter of the eaves. The main entrance of the temple-form structure was found in the
center bay of the first floor. One-story, two-bay wings also laid in Flemish bond, each
contained an entrance in the bay closest to the center. The wings also had shallow
hipped roofs. The fenestration consisted of 12/12 hung-sash windows with louvered shutters.
The principal openings on the facade were topped by square lintels with turned corner
blocks. The original plan of the courthouse most likely consisted of the courtroom in
the main block on the first floor with a gallery and jury rooms on the second floor. The
north wing served as the county clerk's office and the south wing as the office of the
clerk of the circult court. , : .

Substantial changes were first made to the building in 1907 when a two-story tetra-
style Tuscan portico was added to the facade, the wings raised to two stories, and rear
(east) extended to accamodate additional office space. A small cupola was also added
and a balustrade graced the roof of the two-story wings. In 1910 the present columns
were added replacing those installed in 1807. In 1934 additional modifications were made
to the building when the rear wing was added, giving the edifice its present 'H'-shape
plan. The original interior fabric and plan were lost in the 1934 alterations.

In its present form, the portico has fluted Ionic colums on pedestals and a frieze
with the words, ''Greensville Coumty Courthouse, 1781." The irmmer colums are single
while the outer colums are in a cluster of three. A round window with a Star-of-David
tracery in the tympanum of the 1907 portico has been replaced by a clock, The portico
shelters the main entrance which consists of paneled double doors topped by a transom
flanked by brackets supporting a broken pediment. The facade's first and second-story
windows are also pedimented and have 12/12 hung-sash windows. The pediments were
apparently added during or prior to the 1907 remodeling. Hung-sash windows are also
found on the rear and the side elevations. Secondary entrances are located in the 1934
rear addition and consist of paneled doors topped by transams sheltered by small porches.
When the rear addition was built, the first-floor entrances in the wings were filled in
with Flamish-bonded brick. Chimney stacks project from the roof line on the north and
south elevations.

(See Continuation Sheet #1)



8; Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below , :

— prehistoric __._ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ___ landscape architecture____ religion

-— 14001499 ___ archeology-historic ~ conservation —_law —_science

—— 1500-1599 ___ agriculture — economics — literature — sculpture

—_1600-1699 _X_ architecture — education _X._ military ___ social/

e 1700-1799 ___art — engineering - Mmusic humanitarian

-4 1800-1898 __ commerce — exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater

X 1900~ —— communications — industry — politics/government ____ transportation
— invention —-_ other (specify)
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Spoacific dates 1..4.'c Office 1894. Builder/Architeet Daniel Lynch; Reuben Sherriff

Statement of Slmma%ﬁ@fflce ca. 1900.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Greensville County's Courthouse Square, located at the intersection of what was
formerly the crossing of two colonial trade routes, has served as the location of the
county's seat of govermment since 1787 and contains three buildings of architectural
interest. The present courthouse, built in 1831 by Daniel Lynch, began as a Jeffersonian-
school, three-part, Palladian-type structure and has evolved architecturally reflecting
the growth and prosperity of the county. In the 1910 remodeling, the Ionic columns were
added to the 1907 portico giving the building a somewhat Beaux-Arts appearance. The
excellently documented Clerk's Office,built by the Southern Fireproof Co. after the plans
of Reuben Sherriff, has likewise evolved architecturally, receiving a Georgian facade
in 1961. On the north side of the square, the former Greensville Bank Building of 1900,
now the county administrator's office, contains an extraordinary locally produced interior
of decorative stamped sheet metal. The square was the scene of military action in the
Civil War when General Wade Hampton undertook to defend the railroad bridge across the
Meherrin, General Lee's link to Southern supply sources.

HISTORTCAL. BACKGROUND

Greensville County, formed from the eastern portion of Brunswick County in 1781,
located its county seat at the intersection of two colonial trade routes, the Halifax
Road, crossing the county along a north-south axis, and the Fort Road from Williamsburg
to Fort Christanna, which crossed the county from east to west. BEmporia, created in 1887
from a merger of the villages of Belfield and Hicksford, owes much of its present vitality
to its location at the intersection of Interstate 95 and U.S. 58, the modern counterparts
of the Halifax and Fort roads. Greensville's strategic location immediately brought it
into the thick of the Revolution. In May 178l Lord Cormwallis marched along the Halifax
Road in transit from Wilmington, N.C. to Petersburg, following the raids of colonels
Simcoe fram the north and Tarleton from the south.

In 1787 the first gentlemen justices of Greensville chose the crossing of the
Halifax and Fort roads as the site of the county's first permanent courthouse, which
occupied the same space as the present courthouse square. The earliest plat of this
site is found in Alexander Madill's legislative petition of December 22, 1798 which
details not only the square but also the proposed village of Hicksford.

'Ihe orlglnal portion of the present courthouse was commssioned in 1831 and "under-
taken'' by Daniel Lynch. It appears that Lynch may have been a better plarmer than
builder; however, his building leaked so badly that he was not paid for hlS work until
1834, His desxgn remained unaltered until 1907.

During the Civil War major artillery batteries were constructed on elevations
almost adjacent to the courthouse square by the troops of Confederate General Wade Hampton
in defense of the last railroad bridge linking lee's army at Petersburg to its southern

(See Contimuation Sheet #2)















