
7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
L excellent -deteriorated 2L unaltered L original Site 
- good - ruins - altered -moved date 
-fair -unexposed 

- 
Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Village View, a l so  known as  the  Mansion House, is located a t  221 Briggs S t ree t  i n  the 
c i t y  of Emporia. The double-pile, two-story, wood-frame house was b u i l t  ca. 1815 and sub- 
s t a n t i a l l y  improved i n  1826. The improvements a r e  believed t o  have consti tuted the addi- 
t ion of outbuildings t ha t  have not survived. A two-story e l l  was added t o  the  rear (east )  
elevation i n  the present century. The house is flanked by paired exter ior  end chimneys. 
The chimneys on the north elevation a re  executed i n  Flemish-bond br ick,  and those on the 
south elevation a r e  executed i n  Flemish-bond and ten-course, American-bond brick.  The 
American-bond chimney is a 20th-century replacement. The brick foundation has been r ebu i l t  
substant ia l ly  i n  the  present century. 

The f ron t  (west) elevation facing South Main S t ree t  contains the main entrance. The 
entrance consis ts  of the or ig ina l  paneled double-doors flanked by s ide l igh ts  with s c r o l l  
work appearing a s  heart-motifs and is topped by an e l l i p t i c a l  fanl ight .  The door and 
s ide l igh ts  a r e  framed by s y m e t r i c a l l y  molded jambs with turned corner blocks. The entrance 
i s  sheltered by a flat-roof porch added i n  the present century. According to t r ad i t i on  
the house or ig ina l ly  had a two-story porch with Corinthian columns. A r ea r  entrance i s  
provided i n  the 20th-century addition. A basement entrance also i s  found on the rear (eas t )  
elevation. The Briqgs S t r ee t  (south) entrance has been enclosed by a porch added i n  the  
present century. Fenestration consis ts  of replacement 2/2 hung-sash windows flanked by 
or iginal  louvred shut ters .  The 20th-century rear  e l l  has 1/1 hung-sash windows. A den- 
t i l e d  cornice runs along the eaves course of the  roof. The house is covered by a Victorian 
s l a t e  roof with ornamental cres t ing.  A small chimney is found on the rear e l l .  

Village View has a central-hall  plan which contains the main s t a i r .  The open-well, 
open-string s t a i r  has scroll-sawn brackets, a round handrail ,  and a s p i r a l  newel. A 
pedestal-type wainscot w i t h  a  carved guilloche chair  r a i l  runs from the main entrance 
along the s t a i r  t o  the  second f loor .  The remaining walls have a pedestal-type wainscot 
with a molded chair  r a i l  without the guilloche. Paneled double doors which or ig ina l ly  
led t o  the  rear  entrance now provide entry in to  the 20th-century kitchen e l l .  The remain- 
ing doorways i n  t he  h a l l  have symmetrical architrave trim with turned corner blocks. 

The north and south par lors  have f ine ly  carved Greek Revival-style mantels. The 
mantel i n  the  north par lor  r e t a in s  t races  of o r ig ina l  anthemion s tenci led decoration, a 
r a r e  survival.  The south par lor  has simple three-part architraves while the openings i n  
the north parlor have symmetrical architrave t r i m  with turned corner blocks. The north- 
eas t  chamber has an e a r l i e r  Federal-style mantel with incised star-and-diamond carving 
and a denti led cornice. The room has a pedestal-type wainscot with a molded chair  r a i l .  
The southeast chamber has been a l te red  for  use as  an entrance h a l l  fo r  the  s ide  (south) 
entrance. 

The mantels on the second f loor  a r e  Federal i n  feeling.  The mantel i n  the northwest 
chamber represents a provincial  in terpreta t ion of a high-style Federal example. The remain- 

ing mantels are  treated less elaborately. The rooms have simple chair  r a i l s  and architrave 
t r i m .  

Village View i s  fortunate i n  preserving much of its 19th-century t r e e s  and shrubs on 
its f ron t  (west) lawn. No o r ig ina l  outbuildings 'survive. 
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6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: 

The nominated property .:.,,.::i~,~' . of four  acres . includes the main house and hand- 
somely landscaped f ron t  (west) lawn. This acreage is a f r ac t ion  of the or ig ina l  house 
t r a c t  of Nathaniel Land which mns i s t ed  of  959 acres .  When acquired by the Briggs family 
i n  1859, t he  property consisted of 947 acres .  

8. SIGNIFICANCE 

r a i l  l i ne .  considerable mi l i t a ry  a c t i v i t y  took place nearby inc lud inga  skirmish i n  
December 1864, f o r  possession of the ra i l road  bridge over t he  Meherrin a t  Hicksford. 
According t o  loca l  t r ad i t i on  the house's north par lor  w a s  the  meeting place of Confederate 
generals Fitzhugh Lee, Wade Hampton, and Matthew Butler. Family l e t t e r s  indicate t ha t  the  
house served as  Fitzhugh Lee's headquarters. 

. . 

Following the  war, William Briqgs operated a school f o r  boys a t  Village View to help 
meet expenses. Briggsls,wife, Virginia,  was k i l l ed  t r a g i c a l l y  i n  a f a l l  i n  the house i n  
1869. H i s  son, W i l l i a m  H. Briggs, 111, inher i ted the  property soon thereaf ter .  I t  i s  
now owned by h i s  son,Sidney Briggs,and current ly  i s  unoccupied. Both the house and 
the park-like f ron t  lawn remain i n  an excel lent  s t a t e  of  preservation.  
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