5. Classification

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) Category of Property (Check only one box)
_X_ private ____building(s)
_X_ public-local _X_ district
____ public-State ___site
____public-Federal ____structure
____object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

41 9 _buildings
0 0 _sites
0 0 structures
0 0_ objects
41 9 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register __1

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: Commerce/Trade Sub: Specialty Store
Commerce/Trade Financial Institution
Domestic Hotel
Transportation Rail Related

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: Commerce/Trade Sub: Specialty Store
Commerce/Trade Professional
Domestic Single Dwelling
Transportation Rail Related

7. Description

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions)
[talianate
Commercial Style

Materials (Enter categories from instructions)
foundation Brick

roof Metal
walls Brick
other Tin, Vinvl

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National
Register listing)

X A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

X _C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or a grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

a commemorative property.

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

OGTMMmMoOm>

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions)
Commerce
Transportation
Architecture

Period of Significance __1832-1957

Significant Dates 1887, 1904, 1920

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) N/A
Cultural Affiliation N/A

Architect/Builder Unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

____preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
_X_ previously listed in the National Register

____previously determined eligible by the National Register

____designated a National Historic Landmark

____recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

____recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #



Primary Location of Additional Data
X___ State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University
Other
Name of repository: Virginia Department of Historic Resources

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 8.9 acres

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing  Zone Easting Northing  Zone Easting Northing ~ Zone Easting Northing
1. 17 273268 4063785 2. 17 273440 4063651 3. 17 273321 4063478 4. 17 273208 4063645

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

Form Prepared By

name/title_Sandra Scaffidi/Architectural Historian for KCI Technologies, Inc (provided initial survey, research
and nomination draft); Department of Historic Resources staff (completed the inventory, surveys, and
nomination)

organization__. date____August, 2007
street & number_2801 Kensington Avenue telephone____804-367-2323
city or town_Richmond state__VA__ zip code 23221

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name multiple — see label list
street & number telephone
city or town state Zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for
listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance
with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). A federal agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to

respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 36 hours per response including the time for reviewing instructions,
gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the

National Register of Historic Places, National Park Service, 1849 C St., NW, Washington, DC 20240.
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Summary Description

The Belfield-Emporia Historic District is located around Halifax and Baker Streets in Emporia, Virginia. In 1887, the
neighboring towns of Hicksford and Belfield merged together to form the town of Emporia. Geographically separated
by the Meherrin River, Emporia serves as the county seat of Greensville County. The topography of the district is
generally flat. The historic district, which is approximately two blocks long and two blocks wide, developed because
of its agricultural economy and railroad-related growth. The small city served as the hub of Greensville County until
the mid-20™ century, when an economic decline depressed the town.

The Belfield section of Emporia, Virginia, is located on the north side of the Meherrin River in Greensville County,
Virginia. Although the town was established as early as 1799, the extant building stock of Belfield consists generally
of late-19"- to early-20"-century brick buildings laid out in a T-shape at the intersection of Halifax and Baker Streets.
Most of the commercial architecture in Belfield was constructed of brick laid in a six course common bond pattern.
Large, plate glass storefront windows generally flank a central entrance which is usually topped with a transom. The
upper stories generally have double-hung windows. Most buildings in Belfield’s downtown also have a parapet roof
accented by corbelling. The Belfield-Emporia Historic District is recommended eligible under Criterion A for its
association with late-19"- through early-20™century commercial and transportation-related development of
Greensville County and Criterion C for its evolved commercial architecture.

Detailed Description

The town of Belfield-Emporia is laid out in a T-shaped pattern. Halifax Street is the main thoroughfare through the
commercial district of town and is comprised of two long blocks. Atlantic Street serves generally as the northern
most boundary, while Valley and Southampton Streets serve as the southern boundary. Baker Street is located in
the center of the district and intersects with Halifax Street. The commercial district boundaries extend to include the
railroad on the eastern edge of the district and extend two blocks to the west.

The 300 and 400 block of Halifax Street was an important commercial shopping district in the early 20™ century.
Numerous businesses catered to local citizens and travelers passing through by way of the railroad. These
businesses included grocery stores, banks, butchers, restaurants, hotels and a hardware store. The corner of
Halifax and Atlantic Street provided a prominent space for one of Emporia’s first department stores, which occupied
three lots in 1925.

Halifax Street still retains much of its commercial identity. Twenty-three individual brick buildings occupy the west
side of Halifax Street. Most of the buildings are either one or two stories in height, although three buildings within the
district have three stories. Each building is constructed in a commercial style, generally with a central entrance
flanked by large, plate glass display windows. A transom or transom light usually tops the entry and display
windows, allowing light to enter deep into the far corners of the building. The upper floors generally housed
residential quarters and have double hung windows. Most of the window openings are accented with brick lintels
and sills, although one building has wood sills.

These commercial style buildings are generally plain in appearance, although some have decorative detailing such
as raised brick panels or corbelling along the parapet.

Two distinctive buildings located along Halifax Street include the Hotel Virginia and the Bethlehem Building



painted black. The off center entrance is a wooden door with a glass panel. The entry is topped with a single light
transom with the number “128” painted on it and a second larger single light fixed transom. Two large display
windows and transoms are situated on brick panels with an inlaid decorative solider course design. A black painted
metal extends the width of the building and a corbelled brick cornice accents the parapet wall.

Individual Resource Status: Commercial Building Contributing
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128A Baker Street 109-0020-0035 Office/Office Bldg., Stories 1.00, Style: Commercial Style, ca 1910

The one-story building adjacent to the Hotel Commercial houses the Ronnie Reaves Law firm located at 128A Baker
Street. The one-story building has a brick fagade and an off-center entrance. Three fixed display windows are topped
with fixed transoms. Small wooden panels accent the area beneath the windows. An original metal cornice stretches
across the facade and from this hangs what appears to be an original canvas awning. The building has a parapet
wall and a flat roof.

Individual Resource Status: Office/Office Bldg. Contributing

130 Baker Street 109-0020-0034  Hotel, Stories 3.00, Style: Commercial Style, ca 1910

The Hotel Commercial or Virginia Hotel is located at 130 Baker Street in Emporia. The building is located on the
corner of Baker Street and Green Street along a commercial block. The three-story building is constructed in five
course common bond brick. Numerous star tie-rod ends provide structural stability to the building. The three bay
building has had its windows removed and covered with plywood sheets, but the brick segmental arch lintels and
stone sills remain. The building has a parapet wall obscuring a flat roof. The building has a corbelled cornice which
extends across the parapet wall. Faint traces of paint advertise the Hotel Commercial and the Virginia Hotel (not to
be confused with the Hotel Virginia on Halifax Street). The facade has a central entrance with large plate glass shop
windows with a brick panel beneath. A metal cornice extends across the width of the building. This building is
currently vacant.

Individual Resource Status: Hotel Contributing

--- Baker Street 109-0020-0046 Office, Stories 1.00, Style: Other, ca 1920

The last building on Baker Street is the Marceline Medical Center. This one story building is clad in vinyl siding, has
replacement double hung windows and a quasi mansard roof. The building has a single, central entrance. This
structure has been completely altered so that it is difficult to discern the original date of construction, although it
appears to be constructed circa 1920. This structure has suffered numerous alterations. It does not retain sufficient
architectural integrity to be considered as a contributing resource

Individual Resource Status: Office Non-Contributing

139 Baker Street 109-0020-0045 Office, Stories 1.00, Style: Other, ca 1970

The one-story building at 139 Baker Street appears to have been built in the late 1970s and has a brick fagade. The
fenestration includes fixed rectangular windows set in aluminum frames, as well as a fixed plate glass transom. The
entrance to the building is recessed underneath an aluminum awning and consists of a single aluminum framed
glass door flanked by plate glass with a glass transom. This building has a flat roof and is recessed from the
sidewalk.

Individual Resource Status: Office Non-Contributing

141 Baker Street 109-0020-0044 Commercial Building, Stories 2.00, Style: Commercial Style, ca 1910
The building at 141-147 Baker Street has three basic storefronts with two entrances. The first floor, currently clad in
permastone, has three bays (storefronts), the far left and central with the two entries. The left entry has a centered
























Individual Resource Status: Office/Office Bldg. Contributing

--- Halifax Street 109-0020-0051 Commercial Building, Stories 2.00, Style: Commercial Style, ca 1900

This two-story brick building exists between the Bethlehem Building at 401 Halifax Street and the rest of the 400
block of Halifax Street. The left portion is probably used as an extension for 401 Halifax, and is raised slightly to align
the two first story windows with those of the Bethlehem Building as well as mimicking these windows in design. The
rest of the fagade is solid painted brick with the flat, unadorned roofline matching the height of the right portion. The
right portion has a storefront at street level with a recessed glass and aluminum entry and display windows. Though
the brick along this level extends slightly over from the left portion, the entire upper portion has been covered in
aluminum siding to match the rest of the buildings now combined to house the “Emporia Mini Mall.” This right portion
also has a cantilevered awning that matches the mini mall buildings. Despite the later alteration to the fagade, this
building clearly adheres to the evolutionary theme of commercial design and changing facade application well into
the 20™ century, thus making this building still contributing to the district.

Individual Resource Status: Commercial Building Contributing

--- Halifax Street 109-0020-0012 Commercial Building, Stories 2.00, Style: Commercial Style, ca 1900

Gene’s Emporia Mini Mall is another example of the mid-20th century trend of modernizing historic buildings.
According to the 1904 Sanborn Map, four separate stores occupied the area of Gene’s Emporia Mini Mall, including
two grocery stores and a hardware store. A substantial portion of the front fagcade of the two-story building, including

alarge parapet wall, is encased in aluminum siding. Raised neon letters spell “Genes” and “Emporia,” while painted
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letters spell out “mini-mall.” A long cantilevered awning extends across the entire facade just above the storefronts.
The storefronts now have one central recessed entrance with two sets of double-doors. Three large plate glass
windows framed in aluminum flank each side of the entry raised on brick bases. From the rear, the original stepped
parapet rooflines can be seen, along with brick chimneys, and second story arched windows. As this larger storefront
was applied in the mid-20™ century, and the original character exists around the other facades, this building is
considered contributing to the district.

Individual Resource Status: Commercial Building Contributing

413 Halifax Street 109-0020-0011 Restaurant, Stories 1.00, Style: Commercial Style, ca 1900

The building at 413 Halifax Street has faint sign marks which read “O.J.’s Restaurant” along the aluminum covered
facade. This one-story building has two storefronts with individual recessed entrances. Each single glass door has a
single transom window and is flanked by large plate glass display windows. A cantilevered awning stretches across
the width of the building. Because this mid-20™ century commercial facade falls within the period of significance and
is part of the evolutionary commercial theme, this building is considered contributing to the district.

Individual Resource Status: Restaurant Contributing

--- Halifax Street 109-0020-0010 Department Store, Stories 2.00, Style: Commercial Style, ca 1910

The large building at the corner of Halifax and Atlantic Streets was originally made up of three buildings which were
combined into one. Currently, the six-bay, two-story building has a modern brick facade, large plate glass display
windows and a pent roof covered in asphalt shingles. The building has a large parapet wall of vertical aluminum
siding. The building stretches along Atlantic Street approximately nine rooms deep and has faint ghost marks where
additional storefronts were bricked in. This building appeared to be a department store at one time, but is currently
vacant, and has lost a sufficient amount of its integrity to late-20™ century alteration, thereby rendering it non-
contributing to the district.

Individual Resource Status: Department Store Non-Contributing
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Statement of Significance Summary

The Belfield-Emporia Historic District is historically significant as a small town center in southern Virginia in the late
19th and early 20th centuries that was transformed by commercial growth and the Petersburg (and later renamed the
Atlantic and Danville) Railroad. Belfield-Emporia serves as a reflection of the experiences of similar towns and
regions throughout the south that began as agricultural centers and developed through the commercialism of the
20th century. Belfield and the neighboring town of Hicksford, joined together in 1887 to form the city of Emporia. The
small city served as the hub of Greensville County until the mid-20th century, when an economic decline depressed
the town.

The Belfield-Emporia Historic District is recommended eligible under Criterion A for its association with the early 20th
century commercial and transportation-related development of Emporia and Criterion C for its early to mid-20th
century evolved commercial architecture. Although Belfield and Emporia are no longer the commercial centers they
once were in the early 20™ century, Belfield’s historic buildings still convey the story of a small town’s development
into a booming commercial area. The period of significance covers the time of the Petersburg Railroad line
completion to Belfield in 1832 until the construction of 1-95 near Emporia in 1957.

Historical Background

[The town’s original name was Belfield, although development and prosperity caused the town to be known by the
names North-Emporia, Belfield-Emporia and Emporia. Each name is used within the historical narrative as place
names during their period of historic use.]

The Belfield section of Emporia is located north of the Meherrin River, across from Hicksford which was founded on
the southwest side of the Meherrin. Hicksford was the first town to develop along the river in what is today
Greensville County. Captain Robert Hicks established a small home and outpost along the Tuscarora Path Indian
trail, which later developed into the Halifax Road (McDonald 1987:3). This river crossing region became a popular
point to begin expeditions into the wilderness of western Virginia and North Carolina, which was still considered wild
and dangerous in the late eighteenth century. Soon the region transformed into a crossroads village with the
establishment of the Fort Christianna Road running east and west (Brown 1968: 81). Taverns and inns developed
along the crossroads to cater to the traveler, although they were considered by some to be less than hospitable.

There wasn’t much difference between Belfield and Hicksford in the early eighteenth century. The small villages
which sat directly across each other along a small river grew simultaneously. Both towns developed organically
along lots and streets, not laid out in a strict grid pattern (McDonald 1987: 3).

As a speculative venture, early land developer Belfield Starke began to lay out the town of Belfield before submitting
the town application to the state legislature in 1798. In this situation, the lots tend to be smaller than specified by the
state legislature and did not closely follow a desired grid pattern. The legislature also required that a building be
constructed on each lot within seven years of the sale. In addition, legislative statutes guaranteed that the trustees
of the town could stipulate the rules in establishing the new town (The Statutes at Large of Virginia, Vol. 2, 1792-
1806, Richmond, 1835, Reprint New York: AMS 1970, pp. 120-122 as found in McDonald 1987: 5). Belfield Starke
laid out 26 lots to be developed into a town.

One year later, landowner Alexander Madill plotted 36 lots on his land across the Meherrin River and established the
neighboring town of Hicks Ford. These two towns were little more than a stopping point on the Halifax and Fort
Christiana Road. Evidence to the amount and type of agriculture, a traveler in late eighteenth century Virginia
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described Greensville County in 1770:

The land, an immense forest, extended on a flat plain; almost without bounds...The
agriculture on the plantations is different from everything in Europe being either tobacco,
three feet high, with plants a yard apart; or Indian corn, at the distance of six feet between
each stalk, in regular rows or avenues, frequently 12-15 feet in height...A planter raises his
own meats, beef and bacon, his own corn and bread, his drink, cyder [sic] and brandy, his
fruit, apples, peaches, etc. and a great part of his clothing, which is cotton.

In the late 1700s, one tavern in Belfield gained a reputation for hospitality. Traveler John Smyth mentioned that, “At
Hicks Bridge...we took some refreshments at Edwards Ordinary, an exceeding good building, with excellent
accommodations, lately erected at this place...” (Smyth, John D. as found in Brown 1967: 93). This tavern became
the center of business and even provided the location for the newly created Greenville County Courtin 1781 (Brown
1967: 83).

Although the 1800 Federal census of Virginia was lost, the 1810 census indicates that the residents of Belfield did
not identify themselves as part of the town (and would not do so until the 1870 census). The sparsely populated
town grew slowly, and by 1834, the population of Belfield consisted of 35 Caucasians and 30 slaves (Independent
Messenger 4/23/1937 as found in Brown 1967: 89).

Southern Virginia in the early 19" century was very sparsely populated and travel between settlements laborious and
at times dangerous. Because early road-building technology was not yet universally established, most roads were
cut paths through the woods, following the contours of the land (Brown 1967: 147). Most farmsteads were
subsistence farms and excess goods were difficult to bring to market. The coming of the railroad provided a vital link
to transportation and the development of a commercial and industrial economy.

The Petersburg Railroad gave Belfield a needed economic boost. Chartered in 1830, the Petersburg Railroad
completed its line between Petersburg and Belfield in December 1832. Although this north-south line enabled goods
and produce to be shipped to and from Belfield, the town did not prosper quickly. By 1832, only nine lots in Belfield
were occupied and/or improved (Land Records as found in McDonald 1987: 14). The number went up only two, from
nine to eleven, in seven years then decreased again to nine in 1865. According to maps drawn in the 1860s, Belfield
possessed only a small cluster of buildings while neighboring Hicksford had at least two churches and numerous
buildings lining its main street (McDonald 1987:14).

While the Civil War raged throughout the nation, Hicksford and Belfield were not immune to the conflict. The
Petersburg Railroad (known as the Atlantic Coast Line) was the only operable railroad in Greensville County during
the Civil War. The railroad became known as the “Breadline of the Confederacy” because it served as a link
between the Confederate capitol of Richmond and the south’s only remaining deep sea port at Wilmington, North
Carolina (Brown 1967: 162).

Belfield and Hicksford became the center of the Civil War on December 10, 1864, when 30,000 northern troops
marched toward the Meherrin River. Confederate General Wade Hampton'’s troops defended the town and the
Federal troops did not enter Hicksford. Aside from several soldiers who were killed in the attack, the major loss
stemmed from the destruction of the bridge over the Meherrin River (destroyed by the Home Guard), as well as of
sixteen miles of railroad track (Brown 1967: 164).
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After the Civil War concluded and peace prevailed throughout Greensville County, Hicksford and Belfield began to
prosper. The establishment of the Norfolk and Danville Railroad put Belfield on the map. As the town began to
prosper, a legislative act altered the course for the town’s future. On April 28, 1887, the General Assembly of
Virginia passed an act merging the towns of Hicksford and Belfield into a single town called Emporia (Brown 1967:
284).

The legislative action geographically transformed Emporia, too, altering the boundaries of the town as well as
ordering that the town be laid out into lots and streets. Emporia borrowed its name from the town of Emporia,
Kansas. Benjamin Tiller, a sponsor of the unification order and state representative, renamed the town in honor of
his friend, Senator Preston B. Plumb from Kansas (Brown 1967: 286).

Emporia blossomed during the late 19th century. After the South’s difficult years during Reconstruction, boosters
began to tout the beauty and bounty of Virginia. Emporia’s fertile soil was well suited to the growing of peanuts,
tobacco and to a lesser extent, cotton. Emporia’s agricultural wealth overflowed into the city where the products
were shipped via the railroad to urban markets, bringing prosperity back into the community, which is reflected by the
construction boom that Emporia experienced.

The first Sanborn Map recording Emporia was drawn in 1888, when together, both sides of Emporia possessed 800
residents within the town limits. The one page map illustrates the blocks between Main Street and Brunswick
Avenue on the Hicksford side of the river, while the Belfield side was represented by a small area at the intersection
of Baker and Halifax Street. The Sanborn map shows that six grocery stores, one cotton gin, one storage building,
two dry goods stores, a gentleman’s store, meat market, oyster house and livery all occupied the same geographic
area between Halifax Street and Baker Street. One dwelling was located on the north side of Baker Street and a
large livery was located adjacent to the dwelling. These two buildings are no longer standing, as other early 20"
century brick buildings occupied their locations by 1925. The Sanborn map also reveals that the Atlantic Coast Line
Railroad freight house was located between Halifax Street and the train tracks. The Peart, Nields and McCormac
Lumber Company and the Enterprise Manufacturing Company appear to be the only two industries located within the
town’s limits. Both industries were located immediately adjacent to the Atlantic and Danville Railroad tracks, outside
the boundary of the historic district (Sanborn and Perris Map Company 1888).

By the late 19" century, the railroad was already shaping the future of the Belfield section of Emporia. The Atlantic
Coast line exported goods from Emporia to distant markets, bringing increased wealth into the community. The 1880
United States Census indicates that numerous residents held railroad related employment. These included
brakemen, station workers and engineers. Slowly a shift emerged in which residents of the area were eschewing
agricultural trades for industrial and transportation related employment. The 1900 census reveals that the railroad
helped to increase the local lumber industry, with a large number of citizens employed in the lumber yards.
Emporia’s citizens were employed as box makers, loggers, basket makers, inspectors and wagon drivers. Because
of the shift away from home-based agriculture, the city of Emporia, and Belfield in particular, transformed to meet the
needs of the growing population. The 1900 census also indicated that there was an increase in professionals living
within the

area including lawyers, dentists, and accountants, as well as trade professions such as butchers, blacksmiths and
cobblers.

By 1900, Emporia needed to collect revenue for public improvements to support the growing town. Bonds were
issued in 1900 to subsidize the establishment of a water plant, electric service and street improvements (Brown
1967:286).








(http://www.nhc.rtp.nc.us/ideasv51/simpson.htm
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GEOGRAPHIC DATA
Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the Belfield-Emporia Historic District is shown on the attached scaled maps, each entitled “Belfield-
Emporia Historic District, Emporia, Greensville County, Virginia,” one aerial and one greyscale.

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes buildings that relate to the commercial and social growth and development of Belfield-
Emporia as atown. The boundary includes buildings significant to the history of Belfield that retain sufficient integrity
as evolved commercial resources to be recommended eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

The Boundary is drawn to include the highest concentration of contributing resources to the context of this district
and follows most often the parcel lines of the included resources.



