


(7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
(Check 0"s) 

Exc.ll.nl Good Foir Deterlorated Ruin. Unexposed 

INTEGRITY 
(Check One) (Check One) 

Altared Unolt.rad Moved Original Sit. e] 
D E S C R I B E  THE PRESENT A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( l f h o w n )  F b 4 Y S l c A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

The o r i g i n a l  po r t ion  of The F a l l s  Church i s  a r ec tangu la r  (601x40') 
s t r u c t u r e  of b r i c k  wi th  two t i e r s  o f  windows. The b r i c k  i s  l a i d  i n  Flemish 
bond above a molded water  t a b l e  wi th  English bond below. Rubbed b r i c k  
appears  around the  arched windows of the  top  t i e r  and t h e  r ec tangu la r  
windows of the  lower tier, a s  w e l l  a s  a t  t h e  corners  o f  the  bui ld ing .  The 
west doorway is s e t  o f f  by a molded b r i c k  pediment supported by guaged 
b r i c k  Tuscan p i l a s t e r s .  The centered  south  doorway's wooden pediment 
and f l ank ing  p i l a s t e r s  r ep lace  a  s tone  enframement very  s i m i l a r  t o  the  
western doorway of Pohick Church. This s tone  enframement very  s i m i l a r  
t o  the  western doorway of Pohick Church. This s tone  treatment  with i t s  
pediment, p i l a s t e r s ,  and r u s t i c a t e d  surround appears  i n  an  1862 Matthew 

. . - .  - Brady photograph. 

The s t r u c t u r e  i s  covered by a hipped roof a t  the  base of which is a 
modil l ion co rn ice  which is probably o r i g i n a l .  The roof timbers a r e  s a i d  t o  
be the  o r i g i n a l ,  a l though t h e  wooden sh ing les  s p e c i f i e d  by the  b u i l d e r  have 
long been replaced by s l a t e s .  Most of the  wooden por t ions  and l i g h t s  of the  
upper t i e r  windows appear  t o  be o r i g i n a l  while  the  lower t i e r  of windows has 
been l a r g e l y  r e s to red .  The windows a s  w e l l  a s  the  masonry of the  e a s t  w a l l  
weredemolished i n  1959 f o r  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a  g r e a t l y  enlarged chancel . .This  
a d d i t i o n  a l s o  n e c e s s i t a t e d  the  removal of the  e x t e r i o r  modil l ion co rn ice  on 
t h a t  wal l .  The i n t e r i o r  of the  new chancel  is t r i m e d  i n  c o l o n i a l  s t y l e  wooc- 
work which unfo r tuna te ly  i s  more Phi ladelphia  than Virg in ia  i n  f ee l ing .  Alsc~ 
included i n  the  1959 a l t e r a t i o n  was the  e r e c t i o n  of t h e  g a l l e r y  around t h r e e  
w a l l s  of the  i n t e r i o r .  A g a l l e r y  was s p e c i f i e d  i n  James Wren's p lans  f o r  thc. 
church, but  i t  was never  b u i l t .  .The o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  arrangement of the  
church was s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  of Pohick Church, having t h e  p u l p i t  centered  on t1.t 
no r th  w a l l  oppos i te  t h e  south  door . .  I n  the  present  arrangement the  e n t i r e  . . . .  
e a r l y  p a r t  has become the  nave f o r  the  new chancel .  

~ l t h o u ~ h  t h e  neighb&hood Af'The ~ a l l s  dhurcti has become q u i t e  urbanized, 
the.shady churchyard c r e a t e s  a n  appropr i a t e  s e t t i n g  f o r  the  bui ld ing .  The 
yard con ta ins  a  number o f  markers, but no c o ~ o n i a l  ones remain. 
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S T A T E M E N T  OF S I G N I F I C A N C E  (Include Psraonagae, Dates. Event., E1c.J 

The f i r s t  church bu i ld ing  a t  F a l l s  Church was a frame s t r u c t u r e  e rec ted  
i n  1733 j u s t  sou th  o f  the  e x i s t i n g  bui ld ing .  The s t r u c t u r e  was b u i l t  by 
Richard Blackburn of Rippon Lodge whose daughter married Bushrod Washinton. 
This church served as the  upper church f o r  Truro Par ish  u n t i l  1765 when 
i t  was included i n  the  newly c rea ted  Fa i r f ax  Par ish .  The f i r s t  re ference  
t o  the  e d i f i c e  being c a l l e d  The F a l l s  Church appears i n  the  v e s t r y  book 
e n t r y  f o r  November 28, 1757. 

A t  a  meeting he ld  a t  The F a l l s  Church on March 28, 1763, t h e  v e s t r y  men 
(one of whom was George Washington) came t o  the  opinion t h a t  the  wooden 
church w a s  " r o t t e n  and u n f i t  f o r  r epa i r "  and resolved t h a t  i t  should be 
replaced by a new b r i c k  church. On March 20, 1764, George Washington 
and George W. Fa i r f ax ,  t he  r e c e n t l y  appointed church wardens, adver t i sed  
i n  the  Maryland Gazet te  f o r  persons w i l l i n g  t o  undertake t h e  cons t ruc t ion  
o f  the  new church. By June a p lan  f o r  the  church submit ted-by a . l o c a l  
r e s i d e n t ,  Colonel James Wren, was accepted by the  v e s t r y ;  cons t ruc t ion  was 
begun i n  1767 and completed by December, 1769.- Wren's d e t a i l e d , s p e c i f i c a t  
f o r  the  bu i ld ing  a r e  preserved i n  the  v e s t r y  book. 

During t h e  Revolution The F a l l s  Church served f o r  a  time a s  a  r e c r u i t i n g  
s t a t i o n  f o r  American forces .  Af te r  the  Disestabl ishment  the  church was 
abandoned but w a s  re turned t o  s e r v i c e  i n  1839. As wi th  nea r ly  every 
Vi rg in ia  c o l o n i a l  church, the  bu i ld ing ' s  f a b r i c  su f fe red  g r e a t  damage 
from the  hands of Federal  t roops dur ing  t h e  C i v i l  War, being used f i r s t  
a s  a  h o s p i t a l  and l a t e r  a s  a  s t a b l e .  Af te r  the  war t h e  Federal  government 
awarded the  church some $1300 i n  r epa ra t ions  t o  r e p a i r  t he  damage. 
Fur ther  r e p a i r s  were made t o  the  bu i ld ing  dur ing  an  ex tens ive  r e s t o r a t i o n  
p r o j e c t  promoted by the  National  Socie ty  of the  Daughters of Founders and 
P a t r i o t s  of America i n  1905. I n  1959 the  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  of the  
church was s e r i o u s l y  compromised when t h e  e a s t  w a l l  was demolished i n  ordel 
t o  e r e c t  a l a r g e  two-story chancel ,  causing the  o r i g i n a l  po r t ion  t o  become 
simply a nave. 

Despi te  the  bu i ld ing ' s  r ecen t  and somewhat d r a s t i c  a l t e r a t i o n ,  The F a l l s  
Church's a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  is enhanced by i ts  k insh ip  wi th  two 
o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o l o n i a l  churches: C h r i s t  Church i n  Alexandria and 
Pohick Church. The former was a l s o  designed by James Wren, whi le  the  
l a t t e r  can almost c e r t a i n l y  be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Wren. As  o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t ,  
a l l  t h r e e  churches were q u i t e  s i m i l a r  i n  form and concept.  
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8. Intimately associated with the  h i s to ry  of Northern Virginia, The Fa l l s  
Church has become the focal  point fo r  a rapidly growing independent 
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c i t y  which took i ts  name from the venerable s t ructure .  

6. Historic American Buildings Survey ~ n v e r i t o r ~  
1958 Federal 
Library of Congress 
Washington, D. C. Code: 08 

1: ! 
1 
i 
r 

I 

t 




