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CONDITION 1 I 0 F i r  0.I.riwo.d 0 R4.s Un-xposod 

(Chock On*) I (Ch.ck One) I 
C h e r r y  H i l l  i s  a  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  f a r m s t e a d  c o n s i s t i n g  

of a  f a r m  h o u s e  and  b a r n  b u i l t  c. 1 8 4 0 ,  w i t h  o t h e r  f a r m  o u t -  
b u i l d i n g s .  I t  s t a n d s  i n  a  c e n t r a l  m u n i c i p a l  p a r k  o f  a b o u t  s i x  
a c r e s ,  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  C i t y  H a l l  and  M u n i c i p a l  Community Cen te r  
B u i l d i n g ,  d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  P a r k  Avenue f r o m  t h e  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  
i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  F a l l s  C h u r c h ,  V i r g i n i a .  

The h o u s e  i s  a  two s t o r y  Greek  R e v i v a l  f r a m e  h o u s e .  It i s  
f i v e  b a y s  w i d e ,  w i t h  a  g a b l e  r o o f .  The  e n t r a n c e , i s  c e n t e r e d  or  
t h e  s o u t h  f a c a d e ,  and  h a s  a  t r a n s o m  and s i d e l i g h t s .  

The l a t e r  V i c t o r i a n  f r o n t  p o r c h  a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  
h o u s e  h a s  a p l a i n  b o x  c o r n i c e  and s m a l l  b r a c k e t s u n d e r  t h e  
e a v e s .  A t l l r a c t i v e  b e n c h e s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  f r o n t  e n t r a n c e  
a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e w m a d e  f o r  t h e .  p o r c h .  , , 

The i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  h o u s e  i s  i n  v e r n a c u l a r - G r e e k  R e v i v a l  
, s t y l e ;  t h e  b r o a d  c e n t e r  h a l l  i s  g e n e r o u s ,  r u n n i n g  t h e  l e n g t h  
o f  t h e  h o u s e .  The  o p e n  s t r i n g  s t a i r  i s  f i n e l y  d e t a i l e d ,  h a v i n s  
a  l a r g e  t u r n e d  Empi re  newe l  p o s t  and d e l i c a t e  b a l u s t e r s .  The 
e a s t  room r u n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  h o u s e  f r o m  f r o n t  t o  r e a r  and  h a s  a 
l a t e  Greek  R e v i v a l  m a n t e l .  The  m a n t e l  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  room 
i s  e a r l i e r  i n  d e s i g n ,  h a v i n g  p l a i n  p i l a s t e r s  and  a  d e n t i l  c o u r s  
b e n e a t h  t h e  s h e l f .  

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  f ew a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c ;  
t h e  k i t c h e n  a d d i t i o n  i n  t h e  r e a r ,  d e m o l i s h e d  and  r e b u i l t  c.190C 
and remode led  a g a i n  i n  1928 ,and  t h e  p o r c h  which  was added  c.187 
d i d  n o t  p e n e t r a t e  o r  d i s t u r b  , t h e  . o r i g i n a l  h o u s e ,  which  r e t a i n s  
t h e  f i n i s h  m a t e r i a l s ,  d e t a i l s ,  a n d e v e n  t h e  h a r d w a r e  w i t h  whick 
it was b u i l t .  . . . .~ 

The b a r n  and  t h e  s h e d  a l s o  a p p e a r  t o  be l a r g e l y  o r i g i n a l  
F a b r i c .  The  b a r n  which  c o n t a i n s  a  maen l e v e l ,  and  a  l o f t ,  
:overed w i t h  a  g a b l e  r o o f ,  i s  a  " h e a v y t i m b e r  b a r n . "  The 
p l a t e s ,  p o s t s ,  and  beams a r e  s q u a r e d  hewn l b g s . .  The  s i d i n g  
' s  u n p a i n t e d  b o a r d  and  b a t t e n .  I n t e r i o r  p a r t i t i o n s ,  l a d d e r s ,  
nd h a r d w a r e  a r e  o r i g i n a l .  The  s h e d ,  which  i s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  

i a r n  i s  o n l y  e n c l o s e d  on  t h r e e - s i d e s .  Bo th  s t r u c t u r e s  h a v e  
j e e n  p r e s e r v e d  f rom a l t e r a t i o n '  a n d  v a n d a l s ,  ' a n d  h a v e  w e a t h e r e d  
t o  a r o m a n t i c  a n d  s t y l i s h  p a t i n a .  
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STATEMENT DP S I O N I C I C I U C E  - ~~ ~. 
~ h e  l a n d  p a t e n t  of  which Che r ry  H i l l  i s  a  p a r t  was g r a n t e d  

t o  John'  Trammel1 i n  1729. I t  was on a  p o r t i o n  o f  Trammel l ' s  
l and  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  F a l l s  Church was b u i l t  i n  1746. By t h  
1850s  a  r i g h t  of way th rough  t h e   property^ had been so.ld t o  t h  
A l e x a n d r i a ,  Loudoun; and Hampshire R a i l r o a d  Company. 

The p r o x i m i t y  t o  major  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s  made t h e  hous 
i m p o r t a n t  d u r i n g  t h e  C i v i l  War. The r a i l r o a d  became t h e  U.S. 
M i l i t a r y  R a i l r o a d .  Che r ry  H i l l  l a y  j u s t  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  l i n e  
of  d e f e n s e s  of  t h e  C i t y  o f  Washington. There  were a  number o f  
s k i r m i s h e s  on t h e  p r o p e r t y  d u r i n g  t h e  war ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
B a t t l e  of  t h e  Peach Orchard ,  which was f o u g h t  i n  t h e  o r c h a r d  
d i r e c t l y  behind t h e  house .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  Che r ry  H i l l  w a s  
used a s  a  h i d i n g  p l a c e  f o r  C o n f e d e r a t e  s o l d i e r s .  

From 1870 u n t i l  1956 t h e  fa rm was owned by t h e  R i l e y  
f a m i l y ,  c o u s i n s  of  t h e  p o e t  James Whitcomb R i l e y .  The p o e t  
h a d . c l o s e  t i e s  w i t h  Che r ry  H i l l  and was known t o  have  v i s i t e d  
t h e r e  many times. Some o f  h i s  poems i n c l u d e d  d e s c r i p t i o n s  
of  Che r ry  H i l l  and i t s  r e s i d e n t s .  

Judge  Joseph  R i l e y  was l a r g e l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  i n c o r -  
p o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  town o f  F a l l s  Church i n  1875 ,  and became a n  
alderman.  Fo r  some t i m e  c o u r t s e s s i o n s  w e r e  h e l d  a t  t h e  
house.  Judge  R i l e y  w a s l a t e r  t h e  f o u n d e r  of  t h e  movement f o r  
a  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  i n  t h e  town and became t h e  f i r s t  cha i rman  of  . . 
t h e  School  Board. , 

A f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  Judge R i l e y  i n  1919,  t h e  house  was 
i n h e r i t e d  by h i s  son J. Harvey R i l e y ,  an  eminent  o r n i t h o l o -  
g i s t  connec ted  w i th  t h e  ~ m i f i h s o n i a n .  He w a s  i n v o l v e d  i n  a  
number of  s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e d i t i o n s  and was asked  t o  accompany 
? r e s i d e n t  Theodore  R o o s e v e l t  t o  A f r i c a .  R i l e y  h a s  t w e l v e  
d i f f e r e n t  e n t r i e s  i n  t h e  Union C a t a l o g u e  a t  t h e  L i b r a r y  o f  
l o n g r e s s .  Seven s u b s p e c i e s  w e r e  named a f t e r  him. Both Judge  
i i l e y  and h i s  s o n  were e n t h u s i a s t i c  n a t u r a l i s t s  and a r e  r e s -  
sensible f o r  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of  t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  p l a n t  m a t e r i a l  
dhich s u r v i v e s  around t h e  house.  

The con temporary  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  d e r i v e s  
from t h e i r  d i s t i n c t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  a s  a  g r a c i o u s  upper  midd le  
: l a s s  r e s i d e n c e ,  embodying t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  v a l u e s  of  t h e  
l i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  i n  n o r t h e r n  V i r g i n i a .  They a r e  i n  a c t i v e  
n u n i c i p a l  and community u s e ,  and form a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  i d e n t i t y  
symbol f o r  t h e  modern r e s i d e n t i a l  c i t y  o f  F a l l s  Church. 
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