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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHlGlNAL ( IF KNOWN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

312 2as t  Broad S t r e e t  i s  the locat ion of the  home and remaining propzrty of Joseph 
Edrrard Birch dat ing back t o  1849, when he aequired the southeast corner 2 the John 
T r a m z l l  patent i n  a court  sett lement.  Tne house, which Grigg, Wood and Browne date 
t o  the 1840s, an?. which w a s  on the property i n  1845 according t o  the l a d  records a t  
Fnirfax Cw2t Rouse, was o r ig ina l ly  a s i m g i  one-and-one-half s to ry  Grzf:k ??-viva1 
s t ruc ture  b u i l t  p z r a l l e l  t o  t he  Alexandria-Leesburg Turnpike (nor? East 3road s t r e e t ) .  
A t  some point, probably j u s t  a f t e r  Birch's purchase, the roof was ra i se?  t o  provide a 
f u l l  second s tory.  This provided two rooms down and four small rooms ug. The o r ig ina l  
east-west gable roof i s  s t i l l  i n  place under the  higher and newer (1873) roof, the  
gable end of vhich faces the  s t r e e t .  P l a s t e r  marks and l a t h  na i l s  on tl.,~ under s ide  
of the o r ig ina l  roof j o i s t s  a t t e s t  t o  the t i n e  when the building was one and one-half 
s to?ies .  So do various fea tures  i n  the  ea s t  and west walls of t he  secon3 f loo r  rooms. 

Recent i nves t i i a t i ons  on . the  p a r t  of the  Fa l l s  Church Hi s to r i ca l  Codssion and the 
Northern Virginia Chapter of t he  Archaeological Society of Virginia ind ica te  t h a t  the  
kitchen was a small detached s t ruc tu re  approximately f i f t e e n  f e e t  from the r ea r  of the  
ea s t  end of the  house. From the lower f l oo r  of t h i s  kitchen, a narrow wLnding s t a i r  
ascends t o  a s r a l l  overhead room -- possible servants quarters.  

A t  some point, probably about 1873, the house was enlarged by an exte?.sion across I thi- rear  of the o r ig ina l  I s t ruc tu re  on both f loors ,  with the old and nz:: sections 
1 enclosed under a new roof with i t s  gable en3 toward the s t r e e t .  This extension con- 
1 nected to ,  but did  not enclose, the  o r ig ina l  kitch;.n. A porch across t he  f ron t  was 

I added much l a t e r  than the aaparently o r i s i n a l  eas t  porch. The house si", close t o  the 
ground and is supported by a rough f ie lds tone  foun:!at,ion. 

The p a r t i a l  basement, underlying rough>;.- tws-thirds of the  o r ig ina l  I s t ructure ,  
has stone walls on t h e  north ( f ron t ) ,  v e s t  and r sa r ,  with ear th  t o  t he  eas t .  Before 
the present s t a i r s  were ins ta l led ,  there  was an outside e x i t  adjacent t o  the ea s t  s ide  
of the present s t a i r s .  The f loo r  j o i s t s  a r e  rou& unpeeled logs hewn on the top  s ide  
only. 

Inside the  f ron t  door there  is a narrow center  h a l l  with a s t r a i g h t  s t a i r ca se  t o  
the second f l o w .  These s t a i r s  date  from the 1870s, ' the  e a r l i e r  s t a i r s  ?wing  had a 
ben2 and landing midway. To the  r i g h t  i s  a l i v ing  room which did have e. f ie ldstone 
f i r -place and chimney. This f i r ep l ace  and chimey has been removed and rns replaced 
with only a br ick  chimney. A square double-width arch connects this o r lg ina l  room 
and the 1870s room behina it, forming a double par lor .  

To the l e f t  of the  f ron t  door i s  a narrow room with the house's only f i replace.  
Doors e x i t  ea s t  t o  the  porch, t o  a "sun roon," which probably dates f ron the 1920s, 
and t o  the  1870s dining room behind it. There i s  a l so  an eas t  e x i t  f ro2  the 1870s 
dining roon t o  a br ick  patio,  which incorporates several  square paving bloc'ks of the 
s t y l e  produced locz l ly  about 1770. 

Upstairs tn-re a r e  two f ron t  (nor th)  rosns, with a modern bath behind the north- 
west mom. Tnere a r e  a l so  two r e a r  rooms i n  t he  1870s extension. Be tuen  the two 
r ea r  rooms, a s t r a igh t  s t a i r c a s e  ascends t o  the  a t t i c  where there  was, at  one time, 
a large v a t e r  tank which provided , ~ a v i t y  flow f o r  water pumped from the well on the 
west s ide of the  house. 

To the soutin-east of the  o r ig ina l  kitchen was a two-story storage shed or  smoke 
house -- possibly both. The lower portion,  l i k e  a bank barn, vas entered f romthe  
rear .  The remaining masonry walls of nondescript br icks  and stone m y  have been 

(See Continuption Sheet # 1) 
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Description - continued 

cannibalized frorn the foundation of the  or ig ina l  barn immediately west. The upper 
portion, entered from the  f ron t ,  was frame. A s t ruc ture  on t h i s  spot appears on 
the 1878 Hopkins bQp. The frame superstructure f e l l  down from i t s  own weakened 
condi.tion about 1968. A t  e i t h e r  end of t h i s  s t ruc ture  a r e  stone end br ick  founda- 
t i ons  f o r  t he  outside p r iv i e s  of e a r l i e r  t ines .  

There was a chicken house t o  the south a ~ d  e a s t  of t he  smoke house. 
The o r ig ina l  bank barn was a frame s t ruc ture  about 30'x 40 'set  on a stone founda- 

t ion .  The upper entrance was from the turnpike side, vrit'n the  lower entrance a t  the 
rear .  A grandson of Joseph E. Birch r eca l l s  t h a t  t he  barn was b u i l t  with an ex- 
tension from the southwest corner on the upper level .  This served a s  a shop.   here 
were horse s t a l l s  on the lower l eve l  a s  well  a s  a milking area with stanchions. I n  
t he  1920s the barn had de te r iora ted  t o  the  point t h a t  the frame s t r ~ c t u r e  IRS de- 
nolished and a frame one-and-one-he22 stor$, 3-bay, 2C'x 30'gzrage was b u i l t  on 
portions of t he  o r ig ina l  north asd west fo3adation w a l l .  A now unused portion of 
the  o r i g i n a l  barn foundation s t i l l  stands t o  t'rie e a s t  and a t  the sout'nurest corner 
of the garage. The lower l eve l  continued t o  be used a s  a chicken house and barn, 
with a dog-run behind it, i n t o  the 1953s. 

Joseph Wtward Birch was a b l a c h n i t h ,  amn& other things, ar.d pursued t h i s  ac t iv -  
i t y  il a s m l l  shop a t  the north-east  corner of t he  groperty (now i n  t he  f ron t  yard 
of 322 Fast  BToad s t r e e t ) .  Pre1imLxu-y archaeological exploration has confirmed 
t h e  locat ion of t h i s  shop. There ~ i s s  another b l~~cksmi th  shop imediately  ea s t  
(on t k s  eas t  s ide  of Cherry Stree.t). T k s e ,  a d  t he  t o l l g a t e  almost d i r e c t l y  
opposi-te a r e  shown on the Army Engineer's ikp of 1862. A roadisry extended fro= 
tine txrnpike be-tween the house and barn and on south t o  the r e s t  of t:?e farm. 
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Joseph Edward Birch and h i s  descendants played an important p a r t  i n  ti..- l i f e  of F a l l s  
Church f o r  over a century and a quar tzr .  Joseph E. Birch came t o  F a l l s  Church i n  1@&1 
from Alexandria County where he was born on May 2, 1818. Infor ra t ion  on h i s  ancestors 
and descendants can be found i n  Steadman's Fa l l s  Church: By Fence and Fireside,  pp. 
251-269. He moved t o  Fa l l s  Church i n  1%1 and leased a portion of $lini,er B i l l ,  where - 
he seem t o  have established h i s  blacksmith trade.  

I n  l a 9  Joseph E. Birch came i n t o  ownership of two acres and 17 pol-s of property 
f o r  $105.00, including the house a-t 312 East Broad. !R$o years l a t e r ,  h i s  father-in-law, 
Orrin Orton, bought t h e  150-acre Winter R i l l  ~ s t a t e g  lying t o  the  e a s t  aad south around 
Birch's recent  acquis i t ion.  Another year l a t e r ,  i n  1852, Birch bougkt t he  'dinter H i l l  
"panhand1e"jsouth of 312 East Broad S t r ee t )  from l .W. Orton. Ye subsequsntly woul.3 ac- 
quire  addi t ional  land extending south t o  the  present-day U.S. 50 ( ~ r l i n ~ t o n  Boulevard), 
t o t a l l i n g  150 acres, and farmed t h i s  while continuing h i s  t rade as  e. b lackmi th  and 
serving as a l o c a l  c iv i c  leader.  

Delphina Orton Birch died i n  P.iovernber 1853, aged 22 years, without issue.  I n  Nay 
1855, Joe Birch married Mary Elizabeth Speer, of a proninent Oakton, Virginia, family. 
Joe Birch died i n  1892 and Elary i n  1931. They had eight  chi ldren -- four b3ys and 
four g i r l s .  Frank L i s t  Birch, born i n  itay 1858, l ived h i s  e n t i r e  l i f e   it 312, v i th  
t he  exception of a few years ear ly  i n  the 20th Century when he opra-led a dairy  farm 
o?>osite tha present National Memorial Cemetery. Frank L i s t  Birch died a t  312 i n  
June 193.7. I n  Dece~ber 1882, he had parr ied Flora Belle Crossmn, of m a t h e r  promi- 
nent Fa l l s  Church family. ( ~ e r  fa ther  a l so  had been a founding a l d e r a n  of t he  town, 
and her  great-nephew would serve a s  Chairmn of the  Loudoun Comty 3cra.d of Super- 
v i sors  i n  the  1370s.) Flora l i ved  a t  312 u n t i l  her death i n  1956. 

Frank 2nd Flora had four children,  a l l  of whoa l ived vas t  of t h e i r  l i v e s  a t  312. 
Their son, Isaac, died i n  1940; Mary i n  i957; and Essie, the l a s t  of tka family t o  
l i v e  a t  3l2, died i n  1968. Like t h e i r  parents and grand?arents, the  children Irere 
ac t ive  leaders i n  the  t s ? n  and i n  the work of W i n  Chapel. Before 1968, Frank's 
l a s t  surviving son, Milton and wife, Pauline Waite, had moved t o  Fairfex City. 
;4ilton died on January 19, 1976. H i s  death followed by f i v e  days h i s  deeding of 
the remaining 2.46 acres  of h i s  grandfat'nsr's 150 acres t o  H i s a r i c  r 'a l ls  Church, Inc. 

(see Continuation Shset if 2)  

I;/ Fornerl;. owned by Col. J a m s  Wren, soxetine sher i f f  of Fairfax 
County, ordinary operator, vest-n of Fairfax Parish, and noted 
a rch i t ec t  ( ~ a i r ~ a x  Court House, The F a l l s  Church, and, by deriva-  
t ion,  Pohick Church and Chris t  Church, ~ l e x a n d r i a ) .  
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A responsible, comcl.?ity-minded family throu& :?the l i ves  of three zenerations, the  
Sirches contribu-ted mch t o  t he  l i f e  of the  v i l l age  and tolm. Jose?. 3. Sirch ass i s ted  
m t e r i a l l y  i n  the  incorporation of Fa l l s  Church as  a tom (1875) and was a member of 
the f i r s t  tom council.  H e  ~ras one of the  founders of Jefferson School d i r e c t l y  
across the  turnpike f r o a  h i s  property, and h i s  house was hone t o  mny of the ear ly  
J e f f e r s ~ n  teachers. This school was  the  only school i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of Fa l l s  Church 
i n  i ts  day. Birch Tias a t ru s t ee  of the Methodist Society 's  pioneer Zzirfax Chapel 
and i t s  successor, DtiLin Chapel (now Dulin United IZethodist church). Se v8.s one of 
z:?e f i r s t  i n  t he  comdnity  t o  see the need f o r  a public cemetery, he1:I;ing t o  es tabl ish 
Oalw9od Cemetery, located on Roosevelt S t r ee t  a t  th- eastern end of z-2 City. 

The children and gracdchildren of Joseph E. Birch have a l l  mintz:c?d a record of 
responsible, c o n s t n c t i ~ ~ e  ci t izenship.  The res tora t ion  of the  Birc:? : i ~ ~ s e  and the 
.'e;relopm?nt of the  sdjace-nt ground  rill be a perrmnent necoria l  t c ~  t:??s f a l i l y ,  as  
??e l l  as  t o  the  q u a l i t i e s  of c i t i zensh ip  t h e i r  l i ve s  t z r e  reflect-L. 

B e  or ig ina l  par t ion of the  house ~ras b u i l t  befol-e l&5, enkr;eS z-Jir.rd i n  tl!e i - 
IcJOs, and expanded t 3  a_mroxim.tely double i t s  o r ig ins1  space i2 LJ- ... 2 1273s. 130 I 

s f o s t s n t i a l  changes rrer- made a f t e r  tna t ,  so the present appearancz sf t t e  house has 
been ~ a i n t a i n e d  as  p a r t  of our visi'ole environment f o r  one hundrei'. yeers. It i s  a I I 
v i s i b l e  te:;timony t o  the  grswth of t h i s  par t  of Vi rg i r ie  re!.ative ",c ?he zl-ovth - i n  
th? E.;ationts Capitol  ir. tlh Jacksonian and l a t e  Recotlstmction eras .  

The house a l so  i s  s i t e d  near the  center of a block of f i ve  19th 'Jer5;ury houses, I 
I 

2nd serves a s  the  v i sue l  centerpiece f o r  t h i s  ur~usuall:. well-pressr?;@i 13th Century I 
'Ii-gi?ia v i l l age  streetccape.  The property i s  p~-otecte(i  by Cmeri~Lrs, ES i s  the  
svrroiz-ding land. ?Jew const:uction i n  the block i s  being controlleC f o r  archi-  i 
t e c tu ra l  coapa t ib i l i ty .  Recognition a s  a Virginia lan?r?ark seems a?i 'L. .  - -a l ly  
zs_sropriate because of t . 3 ~  v i s i b i l i t y  of the propert;. 1oca-ted on R31; t t  7 -- I 
-reriously h o l m  as Broad S t ree t ,  Leesburg Pike, E a r r y  Flood Byrd 9iz:-.r.:zy, and the I 

.i.Ls:iandria-Leesbwg T m 2 i k e .  It rras a pre-his tor ic  Indian t r a i l ,  erd tke route 
o3z-addock's f a t e f u l  re rch  t o  Fort  Necessity, and s t i l l  i s  well  tre-:z?lsd. I 



Stesdmn, Melvin Lee Falls Church: By Fsnce and Fireside. l ? j l r  - --- Wright, Russell "~rchitectural I n v e n t ~ ~ ~  2 -  .the City of Falls Chilrc5." 1963 Douglas, Henrj H. "~alls Church: Places end People." Unpubl. 
Artcmel, Janice, "The Life and Tizes of ;mas Wren." Unpubl. 
llrir-im, Tony 2. 8istorical and Architectural Study. Unpuhl-ished 

 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERN 1 acre 
U T M  REFERENCES 

A 3 ~ ~ ~ 9 , ~  1<~10~si/t(0~0j B 1 I , I , , I I , I , I 
I 1 

ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

312 East Broad Street is on the south side of the street. It is the third 
parcel Hest of Cherry Street and the fourth parcel @st of East Fairfex Street. 
It is an approximate square and is identified on the City's Real Proserty 
Identification Map as Parcel 1, Subdiv. Do. ( ( 2 5 ) ) ,  Sec. I; and in the Land 
Records of Fairfax County as Parcel 1, Wren's Corner Subdivision. 
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 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THESTATE IS: 

NATIONAL- STATE& LOCAL - 
AS the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
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