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312 2as t  Broad S t r e e t  i s  the locat ion of the  home and remaining propzrty of Joseph 
Edrrard Birch dat ing back t o  1849, when he aequired the southeast corner 2 the John 
T r a m z l l  patent i n  a court  sett lement.  Tne house, which Grigg, Wood and Browne date 
t o  the 1840s, an?. which w a s  on the property i n  1845 according t o  the l a d  records a t  
Fnirfax Cw2t Rouse, was o r ig ina l ly  a s i m g i  one-and-one-half s to ry  Grzf:k ??-viva1 
s t ruc ture  b u i l t  p z r a l l e l  t o  t he  Alexandria-Leesburg Turnpike (nor? East 3road s t r e e t ) .  
A t  some point, probably j u s t  a f t e r  Birch's purchase, the roof was ra i se?  t o  provide a 
f u l l  second s tory.  This provided two rooms down and four small rooms ug. The o r ig ina l  
east-west gable roof i s  s t i l l  i n  place under the  higher and newer (1873) roof, the  
gable end of vhich faces the  s t r e e t .  P l a s t e r  marks and l a t h  na i l s  on tl.,~ under s ide  
of the o r ig ina l  roof j o i s t s  a t t e s t  t o  the t i n e  when the building was one and one-half 
s to?ies .  So do various fea tures  i n  the  ea s t  and west walls of t he  secon3 f loo r  rooms. 

Recent i nves t i i a t i ons  on . the  p a r t  of the  Fa l l s  Church Hi s to r i ca l  Codssion and the 
Northern Virginia Chapter of t he  Archaeological Society of Virginia ind ica te  t h a t  the  
kitchen was a small detached s t ruc tu re  approximately f i f t e e n  f e e t  from the r ea r  of the  
ea s t  end of the  house. From the lower f l oo r  of t h i s  kitchen, a narrow wLnding s t a i r  
ascends t o  a s r a l l  overhead room -- possible servants quarters.  

A t  some point, probably about 1873, the house was enlarged by an exte?.sion across I thi- rear  of the o r ig ina l  I s t ruc tu re  on both f loors ,  with the old and nz:: sections 
1 enclosed under a new roof with i t s  gable en3 toward the s t r e e t .  This extension con- 
1 nected to ,  but did  not enclose, the  o r ig ina l  kitch;.n. A porch across t he  f ron t  was 

I added much l a t e r  than the aaparently o r i s i n a l  eas t  porch. The house si", close t o  the 
ground and is supported by a rough f ie lds tone  foun:!at,ion. 

The p a r t i a l  basement, underlying rough>;.- tws-thirds of the  o r ig ina l  I s t ructure ,  
has stone walls on t h e  north ( f ron t ) ,  v e s t  and r sa r ,  with ear th  t o  t he  eas t .  Before 
the present s t a i r s  were ins ta l led ,  there  was an outside e x i t  adjacent t o  the ea s t  s ide  
of the present s t a i r s .  The f loo r  j o i s t s  a r e  rou& unpeeled logs hewn on the top  s ide  
only. 

Inside the  f ron t  door there  is a narrow center  h a l l  with a s t r a i g h t  s t a i r ca se  t o  
the second f l o w .  These s t a i r s  date  from the 1870s, ' the  e a r l i e r  s t a i r s  ?wing  had a 
ben2 and landing midway. To the  r i g h t  i s  a l i v ing  room which did have e. f ie ldstone 
f i r -place and chimney. This f i r ep l ace  and chimey has been removed and rns replaced 
with only a br ick  chimney. A square double-width arch connects this o r lg ina l  room 
and the 1870s room behina it, forming a double par lor .  

To the l e f t  of the  f ron t  door i s  a narrow room with the house's only f i replace.  
Doors e x i t  ea s t  t o  the  porch, t o  a "sun roon," which probably dates f ron the 1920s, 
and t o  the  1870s dining room behind it. There i s  a l so  an eas t  e x i t  f ro2  the 1870s 
dining roon t o  a br ick  patio,  which incorporates several  square paving bloc'ks of the 
s t y l e  produced locz l ly  about 1770. 

Upstairs tn-re a r e  two f ron t  (nor th)  rosns, with a modern bath behind the north- 
west mom. Tnere a r e  a l so  two r e a r  rooms i n  t he  1870s extension. Be tuen  the two 
r ea r  rooms, a s t r a igh t  s t a i r c a s e  ascends t o  the  a t t i c  where there  was, at  one time, 
a large v a t e r  tank which provided , ~ a v i t y  flow f o r  water pumped from the well on the 
west s ide of the  house. 

To the soutin-east of the  o r ig ina l  kitchen was a two-story storage shed or  smoke 
house -- possibly both. The lower portion,  l i k e  a bank barn, vas entered f romthe  
rear .  The remaining masonry walls of nondescript br icks  and stone m y  have been 

(See Continuption Sheet # 1) 
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Description - continued 

cannibalized frorn the foundation of the  or ig ina l  barn immediately west. The upper 
portion, entered from the  f ron t ,  was frame. A s t ruc ture  on t h i s  spot appears on 
the 1878 Hopkins bQp. The frame superstructure f e l l  down from i t s  own weakened 
condi.tion about 1968. A t  e i t h e r  end of t h i s  s t ruc ture  a r e  stone end br ick  founda- 
t i ons  f o r  t he  outside p r iv i e s  of e a r l i e r  t ines .  

There was a chicken house t o  the south a ~ d  e a s t  of t he  smoke house. 
The o r ig ina l  bank barn was a frame s t ruc ture  about 30'x 40 'set  on a stone founda- 

t ion .  The upper entrance was from the turnpike side, vrit'n the  lower entrance a t  the 
rear .  A grandson of Joseph E. Birch r eca l l s  t h a t  t he  barn was b u i l t  with an ex- 
tension from the southwest corner on the upper level .  This served a s  a shop.   here 
were horse s t a l l s  on the lower l eve l  a s  well  a s  a milking area with stanchions. I n  
t he  1920s the barn had de te r iora ted  t o  the  point t h a t  the frame s t r ~ c t u r e  IRS de- 
nolished and a frame one-and-one-he22 stor$, 3-bay, 2C'x 30'gzrage was b u i l t  on 
portions of t he  o r ig ina l  north asd west fo3adation w a l l .  A now unused portion of 
the  o r i g i n a l  barn foundation s t i l l  stands t o  t'rie e a s t  and a t  the sout'nurest corner 
of the garage. The lower l eve l  continued t o  be used a s  a chicken house and barn, 
with a dog-run behind it, i n t o  the 1953s. 

Joseph Wtward Birch was a b l a c h n i t h ,  amn& other things, ar.d pursued t h i s  ac t iv -  
i t y  il a s m l l  shop a t  the north-east  corner of t he  groperty (now i n  t he  f ron t  yard 
of 322 Fast  BToad s t r e e t ) .  Pre1imLxu-y archaeological exploration has confirmed 
t h e  locat ion of t h i s  shop. There ~ i s s  another b l~~cksmi th  shop imediately  ea s t  
(on t k s  eas t  s ide  of Cherry Stree.t). T k s e ,  a d  t he  t o l l g a t e  almost d i r e c t l y  
opposi-te a r e  shown on the Army Engineer's ikp of 1862. A roadisry extended fro= 
tine txrnpike be-tween the house and barn and on south t o  the r e s t  of t:?e farm. 










