7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

X excellent ___ deteriorated __* unaltered _x original site

— good — ruins _X altered — moved date N/A
— fair — unexposed

Describe the present and original {if known} physical appearance

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Mount Hope 1s located on a large lot in a residential area of Falls Church.
The house consists of three parts: a ca. 1830 frame dwelling oriented toward the
east and the road which connected the Falls Church with the Fairfax Courthouse:
a 3-bay, 24-story 1869 High Victorian brick dwelling, by builder A. E. Lounsberry,
that is oriented to the north toward the Leesburg Turnpike; and a l-bay brick
fill section, of uncertain date, which joins the two.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS
The ca. 1830 House

Mount Hope's older section is frame, l}%-story, above a brick foundation
laid in one to five common bond. The main block of the house is covered by a
gable roof with quite moderate slope, that extends to the west as a shed roof.

Fenestration is quite irregular, but one gets the impression that the struc-
ture wants to be three bays wide and three deep. The form of the house would
certainly be called late Georgian, except for the shallowness of the gable roof
and the 1 3/4-story appearance of the east facade. These seem to place the struc-
ture in the Greek Revival era, which tallies with the known historical data.

The entrance and other openings are set in a plain surround with a three
quarter round interior molding. Ihé entrance door in the north bay of the east
facade is modern, beneath a four light transom which probably dates from the house's
construction. The evenly spaced first level sash is six over nine, while the two
attic openings, placed off center to the north, have two over four sash. Sash on
the south attic end are also two over four, while sash in the shed extension is
six over six. A single two over two sash appears at the rear attic floor level
on the south attic end. It may date from the house's construction. Pintles from
early shutters survive on the first-level windows. The north wall of the frame
house abuts a l-bay section of brick fill which joins it to the later brick house.

Sash was not weight hung and only the lower sash was moveable. Upper sash
is fixed in place by a stop, cut with a concave half round at the bottom. Stops
for the moveable lower sash also remain. These are wooden blocks, convex half
round on one end and cut with a "v" notch on the other end. The block swivels
on a single screw to receive the sash when it is raised. The six over nine sash
are of interest because they seem to have been hung that way from an early date,
if not originally. This is an uncommon occurrence in Virginia where there is
undisturbed evidence of early six over nine rather than the more logical and tradi-
tional nine over six. This use follows through with the attic windows which are
two over four.

Interior door and window surrcunds have two part moldings. Two six panel
doors, hung on butt hinges, survive on the first level. Both have raised panels
on the obverse and flat panels on the reverse. Door moldings are simpler than
those of the architraves, but both would fit either in the late Georgian or Federal
era. One square plate spring latch or wishbome lock survives at the second level,
though that may not have been its original location.

The single frame mantel, on the lower level south wall, has a panelled archi-
trave surrounding the fire opening. It terminates in plain corner blocks rather
than being mitered, which would seem to place it In a post-ca. 1820 era. This
fits with the historical documentation though the straight shelf, above a plain
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frieze, is supported by three tiers of delicate scotia moldings, a style which
seems to have carried over from the late 18th century.

Recent rencvation replaced the interior end chimney to the south with a mas-
sive brick stack with multiple weatherings. At the same time the plain lapped
weatherboarding was replaced with beaded siding and the standing seam tin roof
with shakes. ’

The shakes may replicate an earlier roof and the siding at least maintains
the form and exposure of the earlier weatherboarding which was covered and had
been damaged by asbestos shingle siding. Neither the new exterior chimmey nor the
beaded siding seriously affects the architectural integrity of the house.

Overall it remains a fine example of the ca.l830 frame farm house in northern
Virginia, retaining its form, bay openings, sash, and a large amount of trim.

This trim is quite eclectic, as befits the date and use of the structure.

The 1869 House

The newer section of Mount Hope 1is brick, laid in mechanical bond. It is
2%-stories over a raised basement. A pair of corbel topped chimneys pierce the
apex of the gable roof, which has a substantial overhang on all elevations. Though
the verticality of the house and the form of some windows and detail are Gothic,
the house 1s best described stylistically as High Victorian, for its imaginative
design and ornamentation do not fit into more specific stylistic designations.

The symmetrical front, facing north, is three bays wide with a centered en-
trance. A pair of four over four sash united by a common wooden sill and lintel
appear at either side of the entrance. The same kind of double sash occuples the
center hay at the second level, while each end bay contains a single six over six
sash. These intersect the overhanging eave and are protected by gablets.

The center bay is emphasized by a one-story, 3-bay porch at the first level
and by a large centered balcony at the third lewvel which 1s treated as a projecting
dormer. This continues the width of the entrance door and the double window above
at the second level, into the attic level.

‘The center attic dormer, the gablets over the second-level windows and a
centered gablet over the entrance on the first-level porch all have an incised
design of a triangle superimposed over a trefoil. The same design is used as
a cutout in the hanging bargeboards on the east and west gable ends. It appears
there at the apex, centered, and in terminating the bargeboard projection below
the cornice line at the eaves. .

The attic level balcony is supported on oversized molded corbels with dropped
pendants and applied faceted moldings. The corbels are laminated, their exterior
gsurfaces projecting beyond the interior block. The soffit of the balcony gable,
which is cut to approximate the form of the bargeboard terminals, is similarly
treated. The shadow detail created by this simple device enlivens the trim of
the balcony. Access to the balcony from the interior is from a pointed arch window
with twe four-pane sash hung casement fashion.

(see continuation sheet #2)






























