
7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
2 excellent -deteriorated - x unaltered -original x site 
- good -ruins 2 altered -moved date N/ A 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

S W Y  DESCRIPTION 

Mount Hope i s  loca ted  on a l a r g e  l o t  i n  a r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  of F a l l s  Church. 
The house c o n s i s t s  of t h r e e  p a r t s :  a ca.  1830 frame dwelling o r i en ted  toward t h e  
e a s t  and t h e  road which connected t h e  F a l l s  Church wi th  t h e  F a i r f a x  Courthouse; 
a 3-bay, 2%-story 1869 High Vic to r i an  b r i c k  dwelling, by bu i lde r  A. E.  Lounsberry, 
t h a t  i s  o r i en ted  t o  t h e  no r th  toward t h e  Leesburg Turnpike; and a 1-bay b r i c k  
f i l l  s ec t ion ,  of unce r t a in  d a t e ,  which j o i n s  t h e  two. 

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

The ca. 1830 House 

Mount Hope's o l d e r  s e c t i o n  i s  frame, 1%-story, above a b r i c k  foundat ion 
l a i d  i n  one t o  f i v e  common bond. The main block of t h e  house i s  covered by a 
gable  roof wi th  q u i t e  moderate s lope ,  t h a t  extends t o  t h e  west a s  a shed roof .  

Fenes t r a t ion  i s  q u i t e  i r r e g u l a r ,  but  one g e t s  t h e  impression t h a t  t h e  s t r u c -  
t u r e  wants t o  be t h r e e  bays wide and t h r e e  deep. The form of t h e  house would 
c e r t a i n l y  be c a l l e d  l a t e  Georgian, except f o r  t h e  shallowness of  t h e  gable  roof 
and t h e  1 314-story appearance of t h e  e a s t  facade.  These seem t o  p l a c e  t h e  s t ruc -  
t u r e  i n  t h e  Greek Revival e r a ,  which t a l l i e s  wi th  t h e  known h i s t o r i c a l  da t a .  

The en t r ance  and o t h e r  openings a r e  s e t  i n  a p l a i n  surround wi th  a t h r e e  
q u a r t e r  round i n t e r i o r  molding. The en t r ance  door i n  t h e  no r th  bay of t h e  e a s t  
facade i s  modern, beneath a four  l i g h t  transom which probably d a t e s  from t h e  house 's  
cons t ruc t ion .  The evenly spaced f i r s t  l e v e l  sash  i s  s i x  over n ine ,  while  t h e  two 
a t t i c  opening;, placed o f f  cen te r  t o  t h e  no r th ,  have two over fou r  sash.  Sash on 
t h e  south a t t i c  end a r e  a l s o  two over four ,  whi le  sash i n  t h e  shed extens ion  i s  
six over  six. A s i n g l e  two over two sash appears  a t  t h e  r e a r  a t t i c  f l o o r  l e v e l  
on t h e  south a t t i c  end. It may d a t e  from t h e  house ' s  cons t ruc t ion .  P i n t l e s  from 
e a r l y  s h u t t e r s  su rv ive  on t h e  f i r s t - l e v e l  windows. The nor th  w a l l  of t h e  frame 
house abu t s  a 1-bay s e c t i o n  of b r i c k  f i l l  which j o i n s  i t  t o  t h e  l a t e r  b r i c k  house. 

Sash was not  weight hung and only  t h e  lower sash  was moveable. Upper sash  
i s  f ixed  i n  p l ace  by a s t o p ,  c u t  with a concave h a l f  round a t  t h e  bottom. Stops 
f o r  t h e  moveable lower sash a l s o  remain. These a r e  wooden b locks ,  convex h a l f  
round on one end and cu t  wi th  a "v" notch on t h e  o t h e r  end. The block swivels  
on a s i n g l e  screw t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  sash  when it i s  r a i s e d .  The six over n ine  sash 
a r e  of i n t e r e s t  because they  seem t o  have been hung t h a t  way from a n  e a r l y  d a t e ,  
i f  no t  o r i g i n a l l y .  This  i s  an uncommon occurrence i n  Vi rg in i a  where t h e r e  i s  
undisturbed evidence of e a r l y  s i x  over n ine  r a t h e r  than  t h e  more l o g i c a l  and t r a d i -  
t i o n a l  n ine  over s i x .  This  use  fo l lows through wi th  t h e  a t t i c  windows which a r e  
two over four .  

I n t e r i o r  door and window surrounds have two p a r t  moldings. Two s i x  panel  
doors,  hung on b u t t  h inges ,  surv ive  on t h e  f i r s t  l e v e l .  Both have r a i s e d  panels  
on t h e  obverse and f l a t  panels  on t h e  reverse .  Door moldings a r e  s impler  than  
those  of t h e  a r c h i t r a v e s ,  but  both would f i t  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  l a t e  Georgian o r  Federal  
e r a .  One square p l a t e  spr ing  l a t c h  o r  wishbone lock  su rv ives  a t  t h e  second l e v e l ,  
though t h a t  may n o t  have been i ts  o r i g i n a l  l oca t ion .  

The s i n g l e  frame mantel,  on t h e  lower l e v e l  south wa l l ,  h a s  a panel led  a rch i -  
t r a v e  surrounding t h e  f i r e  opening. It te rminates  i n  p l a i n  corner  blocks r a t h e r  
than  being mitered,  which would seem t o  p l a c e  i t  i n  a post-ca. 1820 e r a .  This  
f i t s  with t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  documentation though t h e  s t r a i g h t  s h e l f ,  above a p l a i n  

( see  con t inua t ion  shee t  i l l )  
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DESCRIPTION - A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Analysis  - t h e  ca.  1830 House 

f r i e z e ,  is supported by t h r e e  t i e r s  of d e l i c a t e  s c o t i a  moldings, a s t y l e  which 
seems t o  have c a r r i e d  over  from t h e  l a t e  18th century.  

Recent renovat ion  replaced  t h e  i n t e r i o r  end chimney t o  t h e  south with a mas- 
s i v e  b r i c k  s t a c k  wi th  mul t ip l e  weatherings.  A t  t h e  same time t h e  p l a i n  lapped 
weatherboarding was replaced wi th  beaded s i d i n g  and t h e  s tanding  seam t i n  roof 
with shakes. 

The shakes may r e p l i c a t e  a n  e a r l i e r  roof and t h e  s i d i n g  a t  l e a s t  maintains 
t h e  form and exposure of t h e  e a r l i e r  weatherboarding which was covered and had 
been damaged by a sbes tos  sh ing le  s id ing .  Neither  t h e  new e x t e r i o r  chimney nor the  
beaded s id ing  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t s  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  house. 

Overa l l  i t  remains a f i n e  example of t h e  ca.1830 frame farm house i n  nor thern  
Virg in ia ,  r e t a i n i n g  i t s  form, bay openings, sash,  and a l a r g e  amount of t r i m .  
This  t r i m  i s  q u i t e  e c l e c t i c ,  a s  b e f i t s  t h e  d a t e  and use  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  

The 1869 House 

The newer s e c t i o n  of Mount Hope i s  b r i ck ,  l a i d  i n  mechanical bond. It i s  
2%-stories  over  a r a i s e d  basement. A p a i r  of co rbe l  topped chimneys p i e r c e  t h e  
apex of t h e  gable  roo f ,  which has  a s u b s t a n t i a l  overhang on a l l  e l eva t ions .  Though 
the  v e r t i c a l i t y  of t h e  house and t h e  form of some windows and d e t a i l  a r e  Gothic, 
t h e  house i s  b e s t  descr ibed  s t y l i s t i c a l l y  a s  High Vic tor ian ,  f o r  i t s  imaginat ive 
design and ornamentation do not  f i t  i n t o  more s p e c i f i c  s t y l i s t i c  des ignat ions .  

The symmetrical f r o n t ,  f ac ing  nor th ,  i s  t h r e e  bays wide wi th  a centered en- 
t rance .  A p a i r  of four  over  four  sash un i t ed  by a common wooden s i l l  and l i n t e l  
appear a t  e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  en t rance .  The same kind of double sa sh  occupies  t h e  
cen te r  bay a t  t h e  second l e v e l ,  while  each end bay conta ins  a s i n g l e . s i x  over s i x  
sash. These i n t e r s e c t  t h e  overhanging eave and a r e  p ro tec t ed  by g a b l e t s .  

The cen te r  bay i s  emphasized by a one-story, 3-bay porch a t  t h e  f i r s t  l e v e l  
and by a l a r g e  centered  balcony a t  t h e  t h i r d  l e v e l  which i s  t r e a t e d  a s  a p ro jec t ing  
dormer. This  cont inues  t h e  width of t h e  en t r ance  door and t h e  double window above 
a t  t h e  second l e v e l ,  i n t o  t h e  a t t i c  l e v e l .  

The cen te r  a t t i c  dormer, t h e  g a b l e t s  over  t h e  second-level windows and a 
centered gab le t  over  t h e  en t r ance  on t h e  f i r s t - l e v e l  porch a l l  have an i n c i s e d  
des ign  of a t r i a n g l e  superimposed over a t r e f o i l .  The same des ign  i s  used a s  
a cu tout  i n  t h e  hanging bargeboards on t h e  e a s t  and west gable  ends. It appears  
t h e r e  a t  t h e  apex, centered ,  and i n  te rminat ing  t h e  bargeboard p r o j e c t i o n  below 
t h e  corn ice  l i n e  a t  t h e  eaves.  

The a t t i c  l e v e l  balcony i s  supported on overs ized  molded co rbe l s  wi th  dropped 
pendants and appl ied  f ace ted  moldings. The co rbe l s  a r e  laminated,  t h e i r  e x t e r i o r  
su r faces  p ro jec t ing  beyond t h e  i n t e r i o r  block. The s o f f i t  of t h e  balcony gable ,  
which is cut  t o  approximate t h e  form of t h e  bargeboard te rminals ,  i s  s i m i l a r l y  
t r e a t e d .  The shadow d e t a i l  c r ea t ed  by t h i s  simple device  en l ivens  t h e  t r i m  of 
the  balcony. Access t o  t h e  balcony from t h e  i n t e r i o r  i s  from a pointed arch  window 
with two four-pane sash hung casement fash ion .  

( see  con t inua t ion  shee t  //2) 




















