


7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent -deteriorated - unaltered 2 original site 
-X- good - ruins altered -moved date N/A 
-fair - unexposed 

- -- 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The downtown o f f i c e  o f  The Nat iona l  Bank o f  Fredericksburg i s  loca ted  a t  900 
Pr incess Anne S t r e e t  i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  downtown, across the  s t r e e t  from S t .  George's 
Episcopal Church and the  o l d  C i t y  H a l l .  I t  was begun i n  1819 and completed i n  August, 
1820, by Robert and George E l l i s ,  b u i l d e r s ,  f o r  t h e  Farmers Bank o f  Fredericksburg. I t  
i s  rec tangu lar ,  o f  red  b r i c k  cons t ruc t i on ,  and c l e a r l y  expresses the  Federal S ty le .  The 
f r o n t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  main f l o o r  has been used as a  banking house f o r  nea r l y  160 years 
wh i l e  the  rooms a t  the  r e a r  and those on the  second f l o o r  housed t h e  bank's cash iers  
and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  from 1820 t o  1920. Changes and a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and west s ides 
have n o t  v i o l a t e d  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  design and the  appearance o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
remains very  much as i t  was i n  1820. Most o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  the  f i r s t  f l o o r  remains 
i n t a c t .  

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

Th is  2%-story symmetrical s t r u c t u r e ,  b u i l t  i n  1819-1820, i s  o f  s o l i d  r e d  b r i c k .    he‘ 
b r i c k  wa l l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  foundation, are o f  smooth t e x t u r e  and t i g h t  composit ion w i t h  
narrow mortar  j o i n t s .  A  wide wood co rn i ce  e n c i r c l e s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  forming a  pediment on 
the f r o n t  and r e a r  facades w i t h  the  gable end o f  the  s l a t e  covered r o o f .  Three p a i r s  of 
b r i c k  chimneys w i t h  c o r b e l l e d  caps a r e  r e g u l a r l y  spaced a long t h e  long edge o f  t h e  gabled 
roo f .  A l u n e t t e  window w i t h  segmental b r i c k  a rch  i s  c e n t r a l l y  l oca ted  i n  the  pediment. 

The f r o n t  o r  banking entrance cons i s t s  of engaged pedestal  columns w i t h  f u l l  entabla-  
ture.  E a r l y  photographs i n d i c a t e  a rec tangu lar ,  d e l i c a t e l y  t race red  transom. The columns 
are f l u t e d  and i n  t h e  Dor ic  order .  The c u r r e n t  l u n e t t e  i n  t h e  gable end o r i g i n a l l y  con- 
s i s t e d  o f  a  se r ies  o f  e l l i p t i c a l  i n t e r s e c t i n g  l i n e s ,  c r e a t i n g  a  f lame pa t te rn .  The s ide ,  
o r  f a m i l y  entrance has a  s e m i - e l l i p t i c a l  f a n l i g h t .  

F i r s t  and second- f loor  windows are  616 l i g h t . " ~ l l  windows a r e  shut te red  w i t h  louvered, 
hinged, two-panel shu t te rs .  Aquia sandstone l i n t e l s  appear over  every window, i n c l u d i n g  
the basement o r  foundat ion windows. A l l  a re  pa in ted  whi te.  Gran i te  stone s i l l s  are used 
throughout i n  a l l  the  window openings. The p la inness of t h e  e x t e r i o r  i s  enhanced by t h e  
Flemish-bond br ickwork and sandstone steps, bo th  f o r  t h e  f r o n t  and s ide  entrances. L i g h t l y  
turned b lack  i r o n  r a i l s  grace the  steps a t  bo th  entrances. 

On t h e  eas t  (Pr incess Anne S t r e e t )  facade i s  a  c e n t r a l l y  loca ted  doorway w i t h  a  double 
wood door, pane l led  w i t h  upper g lass i n s e r t .  

A l l  sash and e x t e r i o r  t r i m  i s  pa in ted  whi te.  The wood shu t te rs  and pane l led  doors 
are b lack lda rk  green. 

I n t e r i o r  woodwork i s  de l i ca te ,  u t i l i z i n g  rope and bead carv ings  around archways and 
bear ing s t r i k i n g  s i m i l a r i t y  t o  woodwork i n  the  Doggett House, two b locks away. The r e -  
maining f i r e p l a c e  mantels a re  pe r iod  and are  p a r t i c u l a r l y  handsome. 

The f i r s t - f l o o r  woodwork i s  more i n t r i c a t e  than t h e  areas on t h e  second f l o o r .  Pa in t  
research, incomplete a t  t h i s  t ime, i nd i ca tes  t h a t  the  e x t e r i o r  c o l o r  o f  a l l  pa in ted  sur -  
faces was l imestone o r  b u f f  co lo red  pa in t .  

(See Cont inuat ion  Sheet #1) 
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7. Desc r i p t i on  

The o l d  k i t c h e n  was d ismant led and recons t ruc ted  a t  another l o c a t i o n  i n  1953 t o  
p rov ide  space f o r  The Nat iona l  Bank's f i r s t  d r i v e - i n  window. A second d r i v e - i n  was 
added t o  t he  r e a r  (west)  s i d e  o f  t he  b u i l d i n g  i n  1959 and the  f o l l o w i n g  year  an e x i s t i n g  
porch on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  was enclosed i n  b r i c k .  I n  1967 the  basement was deepened and r e -  
modeled i n  o rde r  t o  c rea te  a  room f o r  t he  Board o f  D i rec to rs .  An ou ts ide  entrance was 
prov ided on t h e  n o r t h  s ide .  A t h i r d  d r i v e - i n  window was es tab l i shed  on the  west s i d e  i n  
1972-73. 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2) Virg in ia  Histor ic  Landmarks Commission Survey  Form, Fi le #Ill-21 
State No 
1967, 1971 
221 Governor s t r e e t  
Richmond, VA 23219 



8. Sianificance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1 699 
- 1700-1 799 
1 1800-1899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
- agriculture -economics - literature - sculpture 
&architecture -education -military - sociaii 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 
1C commerce - explorationlsettiement - philosophy -theater 
- communications - industry - politicsigovernment t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 181 9- 1820 BuilderlArchitect Robert and George E l  1 i s  

Statement of significance (in one paragraph) 

' STATEMENT - OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Th is  re f i ned  example o f  a Federal S t y l e  commercial b u i l d i n g ,  erected i n  1819-1820 
by Robert and George E l l i s  f o r  the  Farmers Bank o f  Fredericksburg, has served cont inuously  
as a banking house except f o r  i n t e r v a l s  dur ing  t h e  C i v i l  War when t h e  town was occupied 
by Union troops. The r e s i d e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  the  b u i l d i n g ,  designed f o r  t h e  occupancy o f  t h e  
bank's cashie6,was the  boyhood home o f  the  Navy's g rea tes t  peace-time hero o f  t h e  19th 
century, Captain Wi l l i am Lewis Herndon, and h i s  d i s t i ngu i shed  bro thers  and s i s t e r .  E a r l i e r  
commissioned t o  exp lore  the  Amazon R ive r  f o r  the  U. S. government i n  1851-52, Herndon went 

.down w i t h  h i s  s h i p  i n  1857 a f t e r  saving the  l i v e s  o f  a l l  women and c h i l d r e n  aboard. Dur- 
i n g  t h e  Union occupation o f  Freder icksburg the bank b u i l d i n g  was used as headquarters by 
t h e  Union command. Pres ident  L inco ln  addressed t roops and c i t i z e n s  from the  steps o f  the  
bank on A p r i l  22, 1862. 

HISTORIC BACKGROUND 

With t h e  co l l apse  o f  t h e  Bank o f  the  Uni ted States i n  1811, t h e  need f o r  more s t a t e  
banks t o  meet growing f i n a n c i a l  and commercial requirements o f  t h e  Commonwealth cou ld  no 
longer  be ignored. The General Assembly o f  V i r g i n i a  adopted l e g i s l a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  the  
Farmers Bank o f  V i r g i n i a  on February 13, 1812, by a vo te  o f  91 t o  61. The b i l l  s p e c i f i e d  
t h a t  there  be a mother bank i n  Richmond w i t h  branches i n  Nor fo lk ,  Fredericksburg, Lynchburg, 
Winchester, Staunton and Petersburg. The branches were au thor ized t o  have a t o t a l  o f  13 
d i r e c t o r s  a t  each l o c a t i o n ,  e i g h t  o f  whom were t o  be e lec ted  by a j o i n t  session o f  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  and f i v e  by stockholders.  

The enabl ing l e g i s l a t i o n  requ i red  t h a t  shares a l l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  mother bank i n  Rich- 
mond and t o  each branch bank must be s o l d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  opening o f  any o f  t h e  new banks. 
Most o f  the  Freder icksburg branch's 1,666 shares were taken on t h e  f i r s t  two days they 
were o f f e r e d  f o r  subsc r ip t i on  i n  A p r i l ,  1812. The shareholders inc luded t h e  most prominent 
c i t i z e n s  o f  the  town and surrounding count ies. O f f i c e r s  o f  the  new bank were personages o f  
importance . John Tal ia ferro 'Brooke,  the  f i r s t  p res ident ,  was an o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  Revolu- 
t i o n a r y  Army as was h i s  tw in ,  Judge Francis  T. Brooke, who served on t h e  Supreme Court of 
V i r g i n i a  from 1811 u n t i l  h i s  death i n  1851. A brother ,  Robert Brooke, became Governor o f  
V i r g i n i a  and s t i l l  another b ro ther ,  Lawrence, entered t h e  Navy as a surgeon and s a i l e d  
w i t h  John Paul Jones. 

'The,,b?iginal l o c a t i o n  o f  the  Farmers Bank o f  Freder icksburg was i n  a ren ted  b u i l d i n g  
a t  t h e  nor theas t  corner  o f  George and Carol ine S t ree ts ,  one b lock eas t  o f  t h e  present bank. 
I n  the Spr ing o f  1819 d i r e c t o r s  o f  t h e  Freder icksburg branch voted t o  exp lo re  t h e  p o s s i b i l -  
i t y  o f  e r e c t i n g  a proper  b u i l d i n g  f o r  the  branch. A spec ia l  committee c o n s i s t i n g  o f  
Car te r  L. Stevenson, G a r r i t  Minor and George Hami l ton repo r ted  on A p r i l  7, 1819, t h a t  "it 
has been ascer ta ined t h a t  t h e  annual charges connected w i t h  the  Banking house and i t s  
appurtenances here amount t o  about $750. This  sum i s  equal t o  a c a p i t a l  o f  $12,500 a t  6 
Per cent  i n t e r e s t  and i s  so much c l e a r l y  l o s t  t o  t h e  company. Th i s  sum i f  expressed i n  t h e  

(See Cont inuat ion  Sheet # 3 
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8. S ign i f i cance  

e r e c t i o n  o f  a neat  and commodious establ ishment  would a t  the  e x p i r a t i o n  o f  the  cha r te r  
be so much c l e a r  ga in  t o  t h e  funds o f  the  stockholders."  

The r e p o r t  noted t h a t  " a l l  t h e  Banking companies i n  t h e  Un i ted  States have e i t h e r  
purchased o r  e rec ted  the  necessary houses and f i x t u r e s "  and added t h a t  t h e  committee's 
recommendation t o  purchase a s u i t a b l e  l o t  and e r e c t  the necessary b u i l d i n g s  thereon 
"have been sanct ioned by the  mother Bank a t  Richmond." Two weeks l a t e r  the  board was 
advised t h a t  a l o t  on Pr incess Anne S t r e e t  "across from the  Episcopal Church" had been 
purchased from W.  T. Smith and t h a t  Robert and George E l l i s  had agreed t o  e r e c t  the  
necessary b u i l d i n g s  f o r  $10,000. 

The b u i l d i n g  was completed i n  August, 1820, and t h e  d i r e c t o r s  he ld  a meeting i n  t h e  
new f a c i l i t y  August 9, 1820. Whi le the re  i s  no support ing documentation, i t  i s  be l ieved 
t h a t  Robert and George E l l i s  a l s o  b u i l t  the  Masonic Lodge (1812-15), 801 Pr incess Anne 
S t r e e t  i n  Fredericksburg, and t h e  Doggett House (1817) a t  303 Amelia S t ree t .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  
elements, design and craftsmanship o f  these b u i l d i n g s  c l o s e l y  resemble those found i n  the  
Farmers Bank b u i l d i n g .  Robert E l l i s  was an a c t i v e  member o f  Freder icksburg Lodge #4, 
AF&AM, and i s  b u r i e d  i n  t h e  Masonic Cemetery i n  Fredericksburg. The Doggett House was 
b u i l t  f o r  Car te r  L. Stevenson, a member o f  t h e  Farmers Bank b u i l d i n g  committee, and p r e s i -  
dent o f  the  bank from 1821 u n t i l  h i s  death i n  1840. 

The o r i g i n a l  f i r e  insurance p o l i c y  issued by the Mutual Assurance Soc ie ty  o f  V i r g i n i a  
i s  dated March 2, 1820, and s ta tes  t h a t  the  b u i l d i n g s  were then " n o t  occupied being n o t  
y e t  f i n i shed . "  The p o l i c y  covers a bank and dwe l l i ng  house o f  two s t o r i e s ,  a k i t chen  and 
meat house, t h e  t o t a l  being valued a t  $13,650. 

O f  no tab le  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  interest,  the  b u i l d i n g  i s  described by Wi l l i am B. O'Neal i n  
h i s  book A r c h i t e c t u r e  - i n  V i r g i n i a  1 thus l y :  

"The Farmers Bank o f  V i r g i n i a  b u i l t  t h i s  banking house 
and c a s h i e r ' s  residence i n  the  Federal S ty le ,  which al lowed, 
w i t h i n  i t s  simple terms, g rea t  expressiveness i n  d e t a i l ,  
c l e a r l y  seen, f o r  example, i n  the  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  p u b l i c  
door t o  the  banking rooms, w i t h  i t s  engaged, pedestaled columns 
and f u l l  en tab la ture ,  and t h e  p r i v a t e  entrance on the  s ide,  w i t h  
i t s  s e m i - e l l i p t i c a l  f an  l i g h t . "  

' ~ ' ~ e a l ,  W i l l i am B. A r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  V i r g i n i a  
Richmond: V i r g i n i a  Museum, 1 9 6 8 7  

(See Cont inuat ion Sheet #3) 
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8. S ign i f i cance  

Although b u i l t  by and f o r  the  Farmers Bank o f  Fredericksburg, the  b u i l d i n g  i s  
i d e n t i f i e d  as the  "Herndon House" i n  some h i s t o r i e s  o f  Fredericksburg. Th is ,  no doubt, 
i s  due t o  the  prominence a t t a i n e d  by the  progeny o f  Dabney Herndon, the  bank 's  f i r s t  
cashier .  

A son, W i l l i am Lewis Herndon, entered the  Navy as a midshipman a t  t h e  age o f  15. 
He served i n  t h e  Mexican War and f o r  t h ree  years was associated w i t h  h i s  b ro ther - in - law,  
Matthew Fontaine Maury, i n  the  Naval Observatory. I n  1851-52 he explored the  Amazon 
R iver  f o r  t h e  Un i ted  States government. He per ished i n  1857 when h i s  passenger steamer 
went down i n  a v i o l e n t  storm. Captain Herndon was h a i l e d  as a na t i ona l  hero f o r  having 
saved the  l i v e s  o f  152 women and c h i l d r e n .  The Commonwealth o f  V i r g i n i a  awarded h i s  
widow a g o l d  medal i n  app rec ia t i on  o f  h i s  g a l l a n t r y  and f o r  50 years the  o n l y  monument 
on the  grounds o f  t h e  U. S. Naval Academy was a g r a n i t e  s h a f t  bear ing t h e  simple i n s c r i p -  
t i o n  "HERNDON" and t h e  date o f  the  d i sas te r .  

Another son o f  Dabney Herndon, D r .  Brodie Strachan Herndon, was c h i e f  surgeon o f  
Richmond h o s p i t a l s  du r ing  t h e  C i v i l  War and was c r e d i t e d  w i t h  being the  f i r s t  surgeon i n  
America t o  per form a successfu l  Caesarian operat ion.  A t h i r d  son, John Minor Herndon, was 
Secretary o f  t h e  Commonwealth o f  V i r g i n i a  and Judge o f  t h e  Hust ings Court o f  Fredericksburg. 
S t i l l  another son, Charles, a lawyer, served as a member o f  the House o f  Delegates and 
l a t e r  as S ta te  Senator i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  General Assembly. A daughter, Ann H u l l  Herndon, 
was wed t o  Commodore Matthew Fonta ine Maury, 'Pa th f i nde r  o f  the  Seas'. Captain Herndon's 
on l y  daughter, E l l en ,  mar r ied  Chester A. Ar thur ,  21st President  o f  t h e  Un i ted  States.  

The bank prospered u n t i l  t h e  outbreak o f  t h e  C i v i l  War. Wi th Fredericksburg o f t e n  a 
center  o f  h o s t i l i t i e s  - t h e  town changed hands seven times du r ing  the  war - i t  became 
i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  banks t o  ma in ta in  operat ions.  Bank employees j o i n e d  the  Con- 
federa te  army and n o t  even a quorum o f  d i r e c t o r s  cou ld  be obtained. For sa fe  keeping, 
the bank 's  cashier ,  W i l l i a m  Ware, took t h e  bank 's  specie, records and notes t o  Danv i l l e .  
Dr. John H. Wallace, p res ident ,  t r i e d  t o  conduct the  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  bank almost s i n g l e -  
handedly. I n  A p r i l ,  1862, w i t h  Fredericksburg occupied by Union fo rces ,  General Marsena R. 
P a t r i c k  took over t h e  Farmers Bank f o r  h i s  m i l i t a r y  headquarters. I t  was a t  t h i s  t ime . 
t h a t  Pres ident  L i n c o l n  addressed s o l d i e r s  and c i t i z e n r y  from the  steps o f  t h e  bank. The 
event i s  mentioned i n  a newspaper o f  t h e  per iod .  

With most o f  i t s  assets inves ted  i n  Confederate bonds, the  Farmers Bank, along w i t h  
most o the r  V i r g i n i a  banks, f a i l e d  a t  t h e  conclus ion o f  h o s t i l i t i e s .  

The Nat iona l  Bank o f  Freder icksburg was char te red October 11, 1865, t o  he lp  meet the  
c r i t i c a l  needs o f  a war-ravaged area. I t purchased the  Farmers Bank b u i l d i n g  and i t s  r e -  
maining fu rn i sh ings  and f i x t u r e s  f o r  $10,000, and i t  has cont inued t o  operate a banking 
house i n  the  s t r u c t u r e  t o  the  present.  

2 Nat ional  Bank Observes 75th Anniversary, -- The Free Lance-Star, 
Freder icksburp,  VA, Oct. 11, 1940 

(See Cont inuat ion  Sheet #4) 
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8,  Significance 

The National Bank has i n  i t s  possession two iron chests with concealed locks, a 
grandfatheh clock, a wood l e t t e r  press, a check cancelling block and hammer, sca les  fo r  
weighing gold dust dated 1813, and minute books of the Farmers Bank dating from 1819. 

These and other  items of the period are planned f o r  public display in a banking 
museum to  be established on the  main f loor  of the bank a f t e r  i n t e r io r  res torat ion has been 
completed. 

The building housed the  main o f f i ce  of The National Bank from 1865 un t i l  1975 and 
i s  now maintained a s  a f u l l  service  branch of f ice .  
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10. Geoqraphical Data - - 
Acreage of nominated property 3 
Quadrangle name Fred-- Va . Quadrangle scale 1 : 24030 
UTM References 

"IUJ Zone l2-luLd Easting &$i:~210111d " Zone W Easting k?d. ' I I 

Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion 

J u s t i f i c a t i o n t  The bounds have b e e n  drawn t o  c o i n c i d e  
is sFtuated. 

state N/A code county X/A code 

state ?(/A code county N/A code 

1 1. Form Prepared By 

nameltitle Lemuel W. Houston 

organizationThe National Bank of Frederi cksburg da;e December 10, 1982 

703 373 3311 
street a 2403 Fa1 1 Hi 11 Avenue telephone t703j  37111049 

city or town Fredericksburq state Virginia 22404 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

-national X. state - local 

AS the designated State Historic Preservation Officer lor the Na tonal Hlstoric Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8%- 
665). 1 hereby nominate this proDertv for inclusion in the N a t i d l  Register and certify that il has Deen evaluated 
according tothe criteria and'procedures set forth b 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 
--  n. 2ryan !iitchell, Fxecutive Directzr 

title Virginia t'iistoric Lanharks Ccmr.;ission 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date . 

Chief of Reaistration 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA--Verbal  Boundary  Descr ipt ion 

B e g ~ n n i n g  a t  a po in t  o n  the  NW corne r  o f  in tersect ion o f  Princess Anne  and  George streets; 
thence ex tend ing approximately 100' NNW along W s ide o f  Princess Anne  St.; thence approx i -  
mately 260' WSW to  E side o f  Charles St.; thence fo l lowing E side o f  Char les St. approximately 
100' SSE t o  NE corner  o f  in tersect ion o f  Charles and  George streets; thence approximately 
260' ENE along N s ide o f  George St. t o  po in t  o f  o r ig in .  






