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a. BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The Rising Sun Tavern was owned and,
traditionally, built about 1760 by Charles Washington, the youngest
brother of George Washington. It was known as the Washington Tavern
when Charles kept it and also served as Fredericksburg's postmaster.,

In the hands of a later host, George Weedoun, the tavern became
a political as well as social center. Weedon was a former CGerman
officer from Hamburg who fought in the French and Indian campaligns
and settled in Fredericksburg. It was a favorite meeting place of
Virginia Revolutionary patriots: George Washington, Thomas Jefferson,
Patrick Henry, George Mason, Hugh Mercer, John Marshall, the lees,
and other colonial leaders on their way from the South to Philadelphia.
Here George Mason, George Wythe, Edmund Pendleton, Thomas Jefferson,
and Thomas Ludwell Lee met on January 13, 1777, and outlined the bill
that Jefferson later phrased and Madison presented to the Virginia
Assemoly in 1785 as the Statute of Virginia for Religious Liberty.
The Peace Ball, attended by Washington and his mother, his officers,
LaFayette, Rochambeau, Admiral de Gras, and others to celebrate the
victory at Yorktown, was held in 1781 in the assembly room which has
since burned.

The tavern was a soclal center for the colonial town. Dinners
and balls were held here, and traveling entertainers stopped to
perform. It was the town post office and stagecoach stop.

The Rising Sun Tavern ceaged to be operated as a tavern sometime
prior to the Civil War. The Assoclation for the Preservation of
Virginia Antiquities acquired the property in 1907, and began a program
of careful restoration and refurnishing. The tavern is a story-and-a-
half frame building covered with broad hand-beveled clapboards. It is
approached by a small stone porch which has been restored. The gabled
roof is pierced by three very small dormers and bullt-in end chimneys.
Desplte its age, the building has never been structurally altered and
is considered an architectural gem.

The large number of tavern pieces added in the refurnishing project
make the Risging Sun unusually interesting and authentic in its illustra=-

tion of colonial tavern life. The o0ld post office has been restored
with its letter slots and an original account sheet of the mall and

early envelopes. In the process of restoratlon some of the original
rallings from the 18th century bar were found under the plaster, and
the entire bar has now been rebuilt.

Furnishings and accessories of the late 18th century Fnglish and
American origin are of the period when the tavern flourished. Among
the many interesting items are gaming tables, a large and important
collection of English and American pewter, an original license to
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANGCE
P

Built by the youngest brother of George Washingion, Rising Sun
Tavern fulfilled an important function in 18th-century life as

a political and social meeting place for leading figures of the
day. The one-and-a-half story frame building was a meeting place
for ccolonial leaders on their way from the South to Philadelphia
to attend the Continental Congress. Here in 1777 George Mason,
George Wythe, Edmund Pendleton, Thomas Lee, and Thomas Jefferson
ocutlined the bill that Jefferson later phrased as the Statute of
Virginia for Religious Liberty. The Peace Ball, attended by
George Washington, the Marquis de Lafayette, the Count de Rochambeau,
and others to celebrate the Revolutionary victory at Yorktown, was
held in 1781 in the assembly roow which has since burned.
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T a. CONT'D,

keep the taverm which is dated 1793, a stage coach sign dated 1775,
and many other accessories used in operating a "proper tavern."

The Rising Sun Tavern 1s notable as an i1llustration of the important
role played by taverns in early American life when they were community
travel and social centers and meeting places where important political
gquestiong were digecuesed and often resolved.

b. BOUNDARIES: Rising Sun Tavern sits on a lot which has a fronting
of about 60 feet and a depth of approximately 100 feet. It is located
at 1306 Caroline Street, which is between Fauquier and Hawke Streets
in Predevicksburg, Virginia.
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"STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICATION = "

MATIONAL REGISTER YERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1960 {Public l.aw
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and cerlily that it has heen
evaluated according to the criteria and proceduter set
forth by the National Park Service. "The recommended
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Nutional Register,
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