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l 
a .  BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The Rising Sun Tavern was owned and, 
t rad i t iona l ly ,  b u i l t  about 1760 by Charles Washington, the youngest 
brother of George Washington. It was known a s  the Washington Tavern 
when Charles kept it and a l so  served as Fredericksburg's ps tmas ter .  

I n  the hands of a l a t e r  host, George Weedon, the tavern became 
a p o l i t i c a l  as  well a s  soc ia l  center. Weedon was a former Gerrnan 
of f icer  from Hamburg who fought i n  the French and Indian cammigns 
and s e t t l e d  i n  Fredericksburg. It was a favori te  meeting place of 
Virginia Revolutionary p t r i o t s :  George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, 
Patrick Henry, George Mason, Hugh Mercer, John Marshall, the Lees, 
and other colonial  leaders on t h e i r  way from the South t o  Philadelphia. 
Here George Mason, George Wythe, Edmund Penaleton, Thomas Jefferson, 
and Thomas Ludwell Lee met on January 13, 1777, and outlined the b i l l  
t ha t  Jefferson l a t e r  phrased and Madison presented t o  the  Virginia 
Assembly i n  1785 a s  the S ta tu te  of Virginia f o r  Religious Liberty. 
The Peace Ball, attended by Washington and h i s  mother, h i s  off icers ,  
LaPayette, Rochambeau, Admiral de Gras, and others t o  celebrate the 
victory a t  Yorktown, was held i n  1781 i n  the assembly room which has 
since burned. 

The tavern was a soc ia l  center f o r  the colonial  town. Dinners 
and ba l l s  were held here, and traveling enter ta iners  stopped t o  
perform. It Was the  town post of f ice  and stagecoach stop. 

The Rising Sun Tavern ceased t o  be o p r a t e d  a s  a tavern sometilne 
pr ior  t o  the C i v i l  War. The Association f o r  the Preservation of 
Virginia Antiquities acquired the property i n  1907, and began a program 
of careful  res torat ion and refurnishing. The tavern is a story-ond-n-
half frame building covered with broad hand-beveled clapboards. It i s  
approached by a small stone porch which has been restored. The gobled 
roof is  pierced by three very small dormers and bui l t - in  end chimneys. 
Despite i ts  age, the building has never been s t ruc tu ra l ly  a l t e r ed  and 
i s  considered an a rch i tec tura l  gem. 

The large number of tavern pieces added i n  the refurnishing project 
make the Rising Sun unusually in te res t ing  and authentic i n  i ts  i l l u s t r a -
t ion  of colonial  tavern l i f e .  The old post office has been rectored 
with i t s  l e t t e r  s l o t s  and an or ig ina l  account sheet of the  m a i l  and 
ear ly  envelopes. I n  the process of res torat ion some of the or ig ina l  
ra i l ings  from the 18th century bur were found under the p las te r ,  and 
the en t i r e  bar has now been rebui l t .  

Furnishings and accessories of the lu$e 18th century E n ~ l i o hund 
American or igin a re  of the period when the tavern flourished. Alnong 

the many in te res t ing  items are  gaming tables ,  a large and important 
col lect ion of English and American pewter, an or ig ina l  l icense t o  
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

B u i l t  by the youngest brother of George Washington, Rising Sun 
Tavern f u l f i l l e d  an important m c t i o n  i n  18th-century l i f e  a s  
a p o l i t i c a l  and soc ia l  meeting place f o r  leading f igures  of the 
day. The one-and-a-half s tory  frame building was a meeting place 
f o r  colonial  leaders on t h e i r  way from the South t o  F'l~iladelphia 
t o  a t tend the Continental Congress. Here i n  1777 George Mason, 
George Wythe, Edrnund Pendleton, Thomas Lee, and Thomas Jefferson 
outlined the b i l l  that Jefferson l a t e r  phrased a s  the S ta tu te  of 
Virginia f o r  Religious Liberty. The Peace Ball ,  attended by 
George Washington, the  Marquis de Lafoyette, the Count de Rochambeau, 
and others t o  celebrate the Revolutionary victory a t  Yorktown, was 
held i n  1781 i n  the assembly room which has since burned. 
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1 keep the tavern which i s  dated 1793, a stage coach Sign dated 1775, 
and many other accessories used i n  operating a "proper tavern." 

The Rising Sun Tavern i s  notable a s  an i l l u s t r a t i o n  of the important 
role  played by taverns i n  ea r ly  American l i f e  when they were community 
t r ave l  and soc ia l  centers and meeting places where important p o l i t i c a l  
question6 were discussed and often resolved. 

b. BOUNDARIES: Rising Sun Tavern sits on a l o t  which has a f ront ing 
of about 60 f e e t  and a depth of approximately 100 fee t .  It is located 
a t  1306 Caroline Street ,  which i s  between Fauquier and ~aw&e St ree ts  
i n  Fredericksburg, Virginia. 
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Elise Iathrop, Historic Houses of Early America, (New York, 1936); Work 

Projects Administration, Virginia: A Guide to the Old Dominion ( ~ e w  York, 

1940); Association for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities, "Rising 

Sun Tavern," Information Leaflet. 
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