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Located on what was formerly known as Little Scotland Plantation near the
mouth of the Hampton River, Hampton Institute occupies some two hundred
acres on which are over one hundred buildings. Near the bank of the river
stands the Mansion House, the original plantation residence for Little
Scotland. This two-and-a-half story, early-nineteenth century structure
of stucco-covered brick has been altered and enlarged with numerous
additions over the years. The section containing the three northern bays
of the entrance front is the original part of the house.

To the north of the Mansion House and also overlooking the water is Richard
Morris Hunt's massive Virginia Hall. This imposing three- and two-half
story ‘structure displays little architectural ornament, but its general
outline with steep roofed center and end pavilions recalls the French
Renaissance style. Built in .the shape of an H, Virginia Hall was designed
to contain "'a chapel, with seating for four hundred people, an industrial
room for the manufacture of clothing, and for imstruction in sewing in

all its branches; a dining room "able to accomodate two hundred and-seventyJ
five boarders; a large laundry and kitchen, besides quarters for twelve
teachers and sleeping room for one hundred and twenty girls."

To the south of the Mansion House and also near the river bank is the old
Academic Hall, also designed by Richard Morris Hunt to replace an earlier
one which he had designed but which was destroyed by fire. This new hall
is a cruciform two-story structure covered by a hipped roof. When Hunt
was commissioned to design the building, it was specified by the president
of the Institute to '"make building strong and plain - no attempt at ornamenf
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Between the new Academic Hall and the Mansion House is the Romanesque-
style Memorial ‘Church: designed by Ju C. Cady. Built in the morth Italian
tradition, this rectangular Roman brick structure consists of the main
body and an attached one ‘hundred’ fifty 'foot six-level campanile. The body
of the church is one story with a clerestory covered by a hipped roof.
In the almost square nave the student-made pews are still in place.

Although the campus of Hampton Institute contains a number of other

distinguished buildings, the buildings here described comprise its chief
architectural heritage.
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