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Located on what was formerly known a s  L i t t l e  Scotland P lan ta t ion  near  t h e  
mouth of t h e  Hampton River ,  Hampton I n s t i t u t e  occupies some two hundred 
a c r e s  on which a r e  over  one hundred bui ld ings .  Near the  bank of t h e  r i v e r  
s t ands  t h e  Mansion House, the  o r i g i n a l  p l a n t a t i o n  res idence  f o r  L i t t l e  
Scotland. This two-and-a-half s t o r y ,  ear ly-n ine teenth  century  s t r u c t u r e  
of stucco-covered b r i c k  has been a l t e r e d  and enlarged with numerous 
a d d i t i o n s  over t h e  yea r s .  The s e c t i o n  conta in ing  t h e  t h r e e  nor thern  bays 
of the  en t r ance  f r o n t  is  the  o r i g i n a l  p a r t  of  the  house. 

k. DLSCRIPTION ' 

To t h e  no r th  of t h e  Mansion House and a l s o  overlooking t h e  water  i s  Richard 
Morris Hunt 's massive Vi rg in i a  Hall .  This imposing three-  and two-half 
s t o r y  * s t r u c t u r e . d i s p l a y s  li t ' t i le a r c h i t e c t u r a l  ornament, bu t  i t s  genera l  
o u t l i n e  wi th  s t e e p  roofed c e n t e r  and end pav i l ions  r e c a l l s  the  French 
Renaissance s t y l e .  Bu2lt i n . t h e  shape of  an H, Vi rg in ia  Hal l  was designed 
t o  con ta in  "a chapel ,  wi.th sea t ing .  f o r  four  hundred people, an i n d u s t r i a l  
room f o r  the  manufacture of c lo th ing ,  and f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  sewing i n  
a l l  i t s  branches; a  d in ing  room . a b l e  t o  accomodate two hundred and seven ty -  
f i v e  boarders;  a  l a r g e  laundry and k i t chen ,  besides qua r t e r s  f o r  twelve 
teachers  and s l eep ing  room f o r  one hundred and twenty g i r l s . "  

CONDITION 

INTEGRITY 

To the  south  of the  Mansion House and a l s o  near  the  r i v e r  bank i s  the  o ld  
Academic Ha l l ,  a l s o  designed by Richard Morris Hunt t o  r ep lace  an e a r l i e r  
one which he had designed but  which was destroyed by f i re . .  This new h a l l  
i s  a  cruciform two-story s t r u c t u r e  covered by a  hipped roof .  When Hunt 
was commissioned t o  des ign  the  bu i ld ing ,  i t  was s p e c i f i e d  by the  p r e s i d e n t  
of the  I n s t i t u t e  t o  "make bu i ld ing  s t r o n g  and p l a i n  - no a t tempt  a t  ornament. 

, . . . . . . . . - . - ... ... , . .  i . 4 3 .:.: , : " ,  . I . I .  , .. .: . z . .  . .  
Between tb.2 new Academic Hal l  and t h e  Mansion House i s  the  Romanesque- 
style~Nemorial,'Church*designedi by .J:. C.  Cady. B u i l t  i n  t h e  nor'th I t a l i a n  
t r a d i t i o n ,  t h i s  r ec t angu la r  Roman b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  c o n s i s t s  of  t h e  main 
body and ,n a t t ached  one 'h t fn&red ' f i f ty ' foot  s i x - l e v e l  campanile. The body 
of the  church i s  one s t o r y  wi th  a  c l e r e s t o r y  covered by a  hipped roof .  
I n  the  almost square  nave the  student-made phws'are s t i l l  i n  p lace .  

Although t h e  campus o f  Hampton I n s t i t u t e  conta ins  a number of  o t h e r  
d i s t ingu i shed  bu i ld ings ,  t h e  bu i ld ings  he re  descr ibed  comprise its ch ie f  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h e r i t a g e .  

(sez urmwrtd Wmn 2~4) 
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Harr;pton's f i r s t  f i f t e e n  s tuden t s  had o n l y  makeshift  q u a r t e r s  i n  t h e  o ld  
>,aspi ta1 bar racks .  However, i n  1874 t h e  imposing Vi rg in i a  Hall  w a s  complete 
a f z e r  the des igns  of the  fash ianable  a r c h i t e c t  Richard Morris Hunt. . 
C ~ n s t r u c t i o n  of the  bu i ld ing  was c a r r i e d  o u t  l a r g e l y  by s tuden t s  under t h e  
supe rv i s ion  of A lbe r t  Howe and h i s  foreman Charles D. Cake. Hunt a l s o  
designed an academic h a l l  completed i n  1870 bu t  destroyed by f i r e  i n  1880. 
He was then commissioned t o  des ign  a new h a l l  t o  be b u i l t  on the  foundat ions 
of the  o l d .  This  much s impler  but  very i n t e r e s t i n g  bu i ld ing  was completed 
i n  1882. It is i r o n i c  t h a t  Hunt, who devoted h i s  c a r e e r  c h i e f l y  t o  
des igning  enormous mansions f o r  American m i l l i o n a i r e s ,  should have been t h e  
a r c h i t e c t  f o r  bu i ld ings  t o  accomodate r e c e n t l y  f r eed  s l aves .  

8.. 

Other no tab le  e a r l y  bu i ld ings  on t h e  grounds include t h e  Memorial Church, 
a p a r t i c u l a r l y  f i n e  Romanesque Revival s t r u c t u r e  designed by J. C .  Cady i n  
1886. The ea r ly -n ine teen th  century  p l a n t a t i o n  house known as the  Mansion 
Souse has  become t h e  res idence  of  t h e  p res iden t .  
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During and immediately fol lowing the  C iv i l  War t h e  venerab1e)town o f  
iianpton on t h e  no r the rn  shore of  Hampton Roads harbor  became a ga the r ing  
p l ace  f o r  many f reed  s l aves .  With this:. l a r g a  concent ra t ion  ,of Negroes 
uncer t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  Union Army,, i t  w a s  almost n a t u r a l  tha t .  an 

( i i i s c i t u t i o n  f o r  t h e  teaching and t r a i n i n g  of f reed  s l a v e s  be e s t a b l i s h e d  

 though open t o  s tuden t s  of  a l l  r a c e s ,  Hampton I n s t i t u t e  s t ands  a s  one 
,f the  e a r l i e s t  and most d i s t ingu i shed  Negro educat ional  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  

e r i c a  The famous humanitar ian Booker T. Washington was a n  alumnus of  
Today t h e  school  con ta ins  over  one hundred s t r u c t u r e s  t o  f a c i l i t a t !  

e .  I :  was through the  urging of Samuel Chapman Armstrong, a twenty- 
iscven-year-old Brevet Br igadier  General,  then ch ie f  of  t h e  l o c a l  Freedmen's 
Lireau, .  t h a t  t h e  American Missionary Associa t ion  purchased t h e  165 a c r e  
farm where the  Federal  Government had maintained a h o s p i t a l  dur ing  the  
war. I t  was Armstrong's idea  to  c r e a t e  on t h i s  land a school  t o  t r a i n  
s e l e c t e d  young men and women "who should go o u t  and teach and lead t h e i r  
people,  f i r s t  by example . . . and i n  t h i s  way bu i ld  up a n  i n d u s t r i a l  
system f o r  the  sake ,  not  only  of s e l f - suppor t  and i n t e l l i g e n t  l abor ,  bu t  

a l s o  f o r  the  sake of cha rac te r . "  The school opened i n  1868 with two teache 
er.d f i f t e e n  p u p i l s  and General Armstrong a s  p r i n c i p a l .  I n  1870 t h e  school  
was cha r t e red  a s  the  Hampton Normal and I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e .  Over t h e  
yec r s  codrses  a t  elementary and secondary l e v e l s  were gradual ly  dropped, 
and  - in  1432-33 Hampton received a c c r e d i t a t $ o n . a s  a; Class  "A'! ro1.lege.l. ;: 
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8. its broad educational program, but its architecturally distinguished 
early buildings have come to symbolize the high ideals on which the 
school was founded. 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

A t  its April 20, 1976 meeting, the Virginia Historic Landmarks Comission reduced the  1 
Hampton I n s t i t u t e  Register boundaries to  encompass only the 15 acres which contain 
the major buildings t h a t  a re  most associated with the or igins  of the  ins t i tu t ion .  

I 
This action was taken so  a s  t o  a l t e r  the Register boundaries, nominated by the 
Landmarks Commission i n  September 1969, which delineated 200 acres s o  tha t  they coin- 
cide with those boundaries establFrrhed i n  the National Historic Landmark nomination 
report of January 9, 1974. 

The adjusted boundaries exclude approximately 185 acres containing about 100 buildings 
on the Ins t i tu t e ' s  camps including nodern academic buildings such as Armrrtrong Hall, 
the Armstmng S l a t e r  Wilding, the  Library, and W i l l i w  Recreation Center, as well  
as the Armstrong Athlet ic  Field and numerous s t ructures  used for  facul ty and student 
housing. The new boundaries emphasize the importance of the f ive  major edif ices  t h a t  

I 
signify the beginnings of the  university:  Virginia Hall, Mansion House, MemorGl 
Chapel, Academic Hall, and the  Wigwam. A l l  but the last of these buildings, the  
Wigwam, have been previously discussed i n  the 1969 nomination report  by the  Landmarks 
Commission s t a f f .  

The Wigwam - *The enrollment of Indians a t  Hampton necessitated the  construction of - 
additional donnitory space. The W i g w a m ,  completed i n  1878, is believed t o  have been 
designed by Charlea D. Cake, superintendent of  a l l  ea r ly  construction a t  the  school. 
It is a ra ther  simple red brick s t ructure,  35 by 95 f ee t ,  and three s t o r i e s  t a l l  with 
bssenent. The building is  characterized by bands of black brick, segmental arched 
openings, and s two-story cent ra l  wooden porch on both north and south s ides  of the  
building. The low gable roof is supported by exposed bracing. Upon returning t o  
Hampton, h is  alma mater, i n  1879, Booker T, Washington assumed charge of the W i g w a m .  
Preservation work i s  currently i n  progress." (Carol Ann Poh, "Hmpton Ins t i tu t e , "  
National Register of Histor ic  Places Inventory - Nomination Form, January 9, 1974). 

Other buildings included within the 15 acres,  though not of par t icu lar  h i s to r i ca l  s igni f -  
icance, a re  Cleveland Hall, Ogden, and the Administration Building. 

8. SIGNIFICANCE 

Addition t o  paragraph 3 so t h a t  the f i r s t  sentence reads: 
"Other notable ear ly  buildings on the  grounds include the Memorial Church, 
a par t icular ly f ine  Romanesque Revival s t ruc ture  designed by J .C .  Cady i n  
1886, and the Wigwam, completed the next year and believed t o  have been 
designed by Charles D. Cake." 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL U T A  

Urn References : A- 18/380960/4097850 
. B- 18/380950/4097540 

C- 18/380620/4097550 
D- 18/380630/4097860 

Boundary Description: 

Ihe 15 acres comprising the  h is tor ica l ly  and archi tec tura l ly  s ignif icant  
portion of Hampton I n s t i t u t e  a re  bounded by a l i n e  beginning a t  a point 
on the  eastern shore of the Hampton River, approximately 100' SW of 
intersect ion of Shore Road and Tyler Street ;  

thence extending approximately 50@ NE to intersect ion of Tyler S t r ee t  and 
k n  tington Road; 

thence extending approximately 300' SE t o  intersect ion of Huntington 
Road and F r i s s e l l  Avenue a t  Ogded Circle; 

thence extending approximately 500' NE along F r i s s e l l  Avenue; 

thence extending approximately 30a' SE t o  Armstrong Avenue, cu t t ing  
across the  block between F r i s s e l l  and Armstrong Avenues; 

thence extending approximately 200' SW along Armstrong Avenue to  
intersect ion of sa id  avenue with kn t ing ton  Road; 

thence extending approximately 400' SE along Huntington Road t o  b t s  
intersect ion with Marshall Avenue; 

thence extending approximately 300' SW along Marshall Avenue; 

thence extending approximately 150' SE, then approximately 150' SW, 
then approximately 100' NW, then approximately 50' due W ,  then approximately 
100' NW - thus encompassing Academic Hall, but excluding the surrounding 
parking l o t s ;  

thence extending approximately 100' SW t o  shore of  Hampton River; 
thence extending NW along shoreline t o  point of origin.  
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7. DESCRIPTION 

I n  addit ion t o  the  abovementioned s t ructures ,  both the college cemetery, where many 
of Hampton I n s t i t u t e ' s  f i r s t  Indian students are  buried, and the Emancipation Oak, 
under which i n  1863 the Emancipation Proclamation was read t o  Hampton res idents ,  
are  included i n  the Register boundaries, although ne i ther  i s  contiguous with the 
h i s to r i c  complex. The cemetery is located on Jones Creek a t  the southern end of 
Orchard Road, southeast of the  main complex. In  the northeast  corner of t he  campus, 
the Emancipation Oak sits, jus t  e a s t  of Emancipation Drive. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA - Boundary Description Addition: 

Also included i n  the  Register boundaries, though not cc~ntiguous with the h i s t o r i c  
complex, a r e  the college cemetery and the Emancipation Oak. The cemetery is located 
approximately 1000 f e e t  southeast  of the complex, on Jcnes Creek a t  the  southern 
end of Orchard Road. The Emancipation Oak i s  s i tua ted  approximately 2300 f e e t  north- 
e a s t  of the complex, 400 Beet southeast of the  in te rsec t ion  of Tyler S t r ee t  (U.S. 
Route 60) and Emancipation Drive. 

* _",. 
Individual UTN References: 

College Cemetery (point E)  - 18/381180/4097440 
Emancipation Oak (point F) - 18/381600/4098040 




