
Fort  Wool i s  located on a f i f t e e n  acre  island made of large gran i te  blocks 
The western end of the f o r t  s t i l l  re ta ins  i ts  or ig ina l  ramparts, cons is t i r  
of a c lose  packed semi-circle of gun posit ions.  Batterys dat ing from the 
Civ i l  War period s t i l l  remain on the southwest end of the is land;  however, 
the remainder of the southern wall  has been demolished, leaving an open 
side.  Granite blocks on the southern s ide  were pushed i n t o  the water t o  
form a rough causeway tha t  l inks the island with the southern ven t i l a t i on  
entrance of the Hanpton Roads Tunnel. The rectangular open space within 
the f o r t ' s  wal ls  was or ig ina l ly  the parade ground. The two towers a t  
e i t h e r  end of the island date  from World War I, while the concrete tower 
i n  the center  dates  frcm World War 11. 

On the northern s ide ,  facing Fort  Monroe, were placed the bulk of the  
guns i n  the nineteenth century, however the or ig ina l  ba t te ry  posi t ions  
i n  t h i s  wall  have been obscured by l a t e r  worlcs. Also, the f i t t i n g s  and 
emplacements along t h i s  s ide  have been a l t e r ed  t o  hold newer types of guns 
Most of the o r ig ina l  passages i n  the missive walls remain a s  do the powder 
and storage rooms, she l t e r s  for  the gun crews, and lower t i e r  gun position:.. 
On the eastern end of the is land a World War I1 concrete command post with 
bunker has been constructed behind the redoubts. 

A t  present,  the f o r t  l i e s  abandoned, but even i n  i t s  decaying s t a t e  it has 
become an exceedingly romantic ruin.  

/ . : I  ' I .  . : . . : . .  : . <  . , . .  - . _ . . $ . .  I .  . . ., . 1.  .:. :..; .... i . .  . .  .. . .., 

: : I .  I . . . .  , . \  ,. . . ,  ... , : I .. I I 

I :  I ' \ .  1: .-.. :c.  . :  , r r t  , ':. ; !  :< ..; 

v, 

Ill 

m 

- 
z 
VI 

4 

~CI 

C 

n 
-I - 
0 

Z 



The f o r t  a t  present is f a l l i n g  in to  a s t a t e  of ruins ,  but i n  so doing 
i t  i s  acquiring a very romantic atmosphere. This atmosphere, coupled 
with the wide var ie ty  of mi l i t a ry  a rch i tec ture  found there ,  make i t  a 
prime s i t e  for  po ten t ia l  v i s i t o r s .  I t s  long, h i s tory  and beaut i fu l  
locat ion i n  the mouth of one of the world's busies t  harbors a l s o  contr ib  
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to  making i t  a s ign i f i can t  landmark. 
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Fort  Wool, o r  Fort Calhoun a s  i t  was known u n t i l  the C iv i l  \gar, was 
begun i n  1819 a s  par t  of the elaborate coastal  f o r t i f i c a t i o n  plan 
(which included Fort   onr roe) of George Graham, Secretary of War under 
James Madiso11. The Virginia General Assembly of 1821 resolved tha t  the 
i s l a n d ' s  t i t l e  would be turned over t o  the United S ta tes  Government as 
long a s  i t  was needed fo r  national defense, reverting t o  the Commonwealth 
of Virginia when no longer needed. 

Work on the f o r t i f i c a t i o n  continued a t  a slow r a t e  u n t i l  the outbreak 
of the Civ i l  War. Robert E. Lee ac tua l ly  supervised pa r t  of the 
construction a t  one time. By the outbreak of the war tile lower t i e r  had 
f i f ty- two casemates ready f o r  guns, and 187 men s ta t ioned there. I n  
1862 the name of the f o r t  was changed from Fort Calhoun t o  Fort  Wool 
i n  honor of Major General John Wool, Commandant of the f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  a t  
Hampton Roads. ,It was from Fort  Wool tha t  President Abraham Lincoln 
watched the embarkation of the Union troops to  se ize  Norfolk. From 
1886 u n t i l  the outbreak of World War I the f o r t  was not garrisoned, but 
was react ivated during both World Wars a s  par t  of the harbor defense 
system. The f o r t  was abandoned by 1953 and was turned back t o  the 
Commonwealth i n  1967. 



Bowman, A l b e r t ,  SP4, "Rampton Roads' Forgot ten  For t , "  Casement Chronic le ,  
May 12, 1967, F o r t  Monroe, Va. 

Analys is  of  E x i s t i n g  F a c i l i t i e s ,  F o r t  Wool, V i rg in i a ,  1945 (from t h e  . . 
Norfolk D i s t r i c t ,  Corps of  Engineers) .  

F e i l d ,  Robert,  and Doug Michels,  F o r t  Clool, 1968. 
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A s  the des ignated  S t a t e  Lia ison  Officer for the  Na- / /  I herebv cer t i fy  that  t h i s  property is included i n  the  t ional  His tor ic  P re se rva t i on  Act of 1966 (Pub l i c  L a w  

89-665). 1 hcrcby nominate t h i s  property for  inclusion I/ Register. 

i n  t h e  Nat ional  Rc~:ister  and cert ify tha t  i t  h a s  bee'n I: 
cvalua tcd  according t o  t h e  cri teria and proccthtres se: li 

/I 
forth by  the National  Park Service. The reconlmended 

Chief ,  Of f i ce  of A ~ c h e o l o g y  and IIisloric Preservation 
leve l  of s ign i f i cance  of t h i s  nomination is: 

National  13 Sta te  LS I.ocal O 

NO\! 2 5 12S9 

D r .  Edward P. Alexander, Chairn~an 
. C i t l e w u u c  Lanamfks  Corm. 
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