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Iku r ibo  the present and original lii known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION: 

The Reuben Clark House, Willow Dell ,  i s  located a t  125 South Willard Avenue 
on a 1.8-acre t r a c t  of land near Hampton's M i l l  Creek. Bui l t  i n  1854 a s  a two-story, 
wood-frame dwelling, a kitchen wing was added t o  the  main block between 1901-04, and the 
dining room enlarged. Further addi t ions  were made t o  the  house i n  the  1920s. The addi t ic  
a r e  a l l  of wood-frame construction,  and i n  no way compromise the i n t e g r i t y  of the or iginal  
s t ruc ture .  

DETAILED ANALYSIS : 

The o r ig ina l  facade of the  Reuben Clark House faced northeast .  This former 
entrance contains a one-story wooden porch which wraps around the  corner of t he  house 
and a l so  s h e l t e r s  f i v e  bays of t he  northwest elevation.  The porch is supported by 
lattice-work posts  and has an accordion-pattern, sawn-wood balustrade.  A smaller, one-bay 
one-story porch a l s o  with l a t t i c e  posts  is found on the southwest elevation.  It now 
serves a s  the  main entrance. The southwest en t ry  has a narrow transomlight doorway. 
The o r ig ina l  entrance on the  northeast  e levat ion has a s ing le  door with  a transom and 
s ide l igh t  surround. A s imi l a r  entrance is found on t h e  northwest e levat ion.  The 
pr inc ipa l  fenes t ra t ion  on bof'h the  f i r s t  and second s t o r i e s  cons is t s  of 6/6 hung- 
sash windows tha t  a r e  flanked by lowered  shut te rs .  Brackets run along the eaves of the 
roof. The house is covered by a shallow h ip  roof,  pierced on the northwest elevation 
by two chimneys. The chimney caps a r e  corbeled br ick .  

Originally,  t h e  Reuben Clark House had a side-hall  plan; however, with the addi t ior  
of 1901-04 and the  19208, t he  i n t e r i o r  arrangement was changdd t o  a c e n t r a l ' - h a l l  plan . 
The h a l l  remains v i r t u a l l y  unaltered. It contains the  o r ig ina l  s t a i r  t h a t  has a 
heavily turned newel, turned ba lus te rs  and a molded handrail .  A niche is found 
on the  h a l l ' s  southwest w a l l .  The windows and doors have molded a rch i t rave  trim tha t  
is duplicated on the house's p r inc ipa l  doors and windows. The f ron t  and r ea r  parlor 
were meant t o  be t h e  most e labora te  rooms i n  t h e  house. Both rooms r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r ig ina l  
mantels and molded a rch i t rave  t r i m  around the  doors and windows. 

The dining room, expanded in 1901-04, is t h e  l a rges t  s ing le  room i n  the  house; 
its western w a l l  terminates i n  a bay window. Both the downstairs and the ups ta i r s  
bedrooms a r e  p la in  i n  f i n i s h  and have molded a rch i t rave  tr im around the doors and windows. 

The grounds surrounding the Reuben Clark House r e t a i n  a 19th-century ambience. 
One of t h e  more s ign i f i can t  fea tures  of t he  property, i n  addi t ion t o  the  archi tecture ,  
is t h e  l a rge  expanse of land on which t h e  house sits. The s i z e  of t he  t r a c t ,  1.8 acres,  
is unusual f o r  t h e  c i t y  of Rampton, whose houses tend t o  be b u i l t  on l o t s  of l e s s  than 
one acre. Many of the  t r e e s  were planted i n  t he  19th century. None of the  or ig ina l  
outbuildings survive. The o r ig ina l  wooden fence was replaced i n  t he  present century 
by a wire fence. 
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Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Reuben Clark Rouse is s ign i f i can t  not only as one of Hampton's o ldes t  
surviving residences, but a l so  a s  its s o l e  example of t h e  Picturesque s ty l e .  The 
house was b u i l t  i n  1854 by the prosperous merchant and steamboat captain ,  Reuben Clark, 
and shows pa r t i cu l a r ly  i n  its e x t e r i o r  de ta i l ing ,  the  influence of a r ch i t ec tu ra l  pattern 
books of t h e  mid-19th century, most l i k e l y  A.J. Downing's Cottage Residences. Clark 
came t o  Tidewater, Virginia  from New York s t a t e  where Downing's work was extremely 
popular, and Downing's book, a s  w e l l  a s  examples in  t h e  north may have influenced 
Clark's choice of t he  Picturesque f o r  h i s  new residence. The property achieved consideral 
a t t en t ion  during the  C iv i l  War f o r  its l a rge  w e l l  which was used by the  Union Navy t o  SUPJ 

large q u a n t i t i e s  of water f o r  t he  bo i l e r s  of t he  steamship Minnesota. While the  19th- 
century outbuildings a r e  no longer standing, the  house s t i l l  occupies its o r i g i n a l  
t r a c t  of 1.8 acres  with the now-covered w e l l  possessing considerable po ten t i a l  f o r  
archaeology. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROW 

Reuben Clark w a s  born i n  New York state i n  1805. By 1850 Clark moved t o  
Tidewater, Virginia  where he worked as a James River steamboat captain.  As 
a d i r e c t  consequence of t h i s  occupation, t h e  name "Captain Clark" remained with  
him throughout h i s  l i f e .  In  1853 Clark r e t i r e d  from the steamboat business and s e t t l e d  i n  
what was then M i 1 1  Creek, a small v i l l a g e  located on the  body of water by the  same name. 
He most l i k e l y  l ived at f i r s t  i n  a tavern owned by Joseph and Mary E. Segar. In  July 
1854, Clark purchased from t h e  Segars t h e  tavern and adjacent property and according 
t o  the  deed, Clark was permitted the  use of a wharf and was  allowed t o  add, " to  said  
wharf, bathing houses, f r  o ther  bui ldings and attachments, t h a t  s h a l l  not  obstruct  or  
i n ju re  t h e  s a id  wharf." Clark a l so  ran  a s t o r e  s e l l i n g  grocer ies  and dry  goods. The 
s t o r e  w a s  located on t h e  w e s t  bank of Mi l l  Creek on the  south s i d e  of Water S t ree t .  
A photograph of t he  Clark Store  is preserved in  t h e  Larrabee Col lect ion a t  t he  
Casement Museum, Fort Monroe. 

I n  t h e  same year i n  which he  purchased the  Segar property, Clark erected f o r  
himself a new residence t h a t  is one of t h e  oldest  remaining i n  t he  c i t y  of Hampton. 
For i n sp i r a t i on  i n  designing h i s  dwelling, Clark presumably turned t o  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  
pa t te rn  books of t he  day, most l i k e l y  A.J. Downing's Cottage Residences. While the book 
was extremely popular i n  t h e  north,  i t  was apparently not  w e l l  received i n  Tidewater, 
Virginia where few examples a r e  known t o  have been b u i l t .  Working with  an unknown build&-, 

Clark borrowed d e t a i l s  fo r  h i s  s ide-hal l  plan residence such a s  h i s  l a t t i ce -pos t  porch 
and ornamental roof brackets. These a r c h i t e c t u r a l  elements served t o  d i s t inguish  the 
Clark House from other  Hampton houses of the  period. Although t h e  landscape around 
the house has not been preserved, descr ip t ions  of t he  house by Hampton's o lder  res idents  
suggest t h a t  Clark followed ~owning ' s  advise a s  t o  landscape: the  residence was surrounded 

(See Continuation Sheet Ill) 












