7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

—— excellent — deteriorated ____ unaltered —X original site N/A
—X good — ruins X attered ——moved  date

— tair . — unexposed

Oescribe the present and original (if known) physical appearance
SUMMARY DESCRIPTION:

.The Reuben Clark House, Willow Dell, is located at 125 South Willard Avenue
on a l.8»acre tract of land near Hampton's Mill Creek. Built in 1854 as a two-story,
wood-frame dwelling, a kitchen wing was added to the main block between 1901-04, and the
dining room enlarged. Further additions were made to the house in the 1920s. The additic
are all of wood-frame construction, and in no way compromise the integrity of the original

structure.

DETAILED ANALYSIS:

The original facade of the Reuben Clark House faced northeast. This former
entrance contains a one~story wooden porch which wraps around the corner of the house
and also shelters five bays of the northwest elevation. The porch is supported by
lattice-work posts and has an accordion-pattern, sawn-wood balustrade. A smaller, one-bay
one-story porch also with lattice posts is found on the southwest elevation. It now
serves as the main entrance. The southwest entry has a narrow transomlight doorway.

The original entrance on the northeast elevation has a single door with a transom and
sidelight surround. A similar entrance is found on the northwest elevation. The
principal fenestration on both the first and second stories consists of 6/6 hung-

sash windows that are flanked by louvered shutters. Brackets run along the eaves of the
roof. The house is covered by a shallow hip roof, plerced on the northwest elevation
by two chimneys. The chimney caps are corbeled brick.

" Originally, the Reuben Clark House had a side~hall plan; however, with the additior
of 1901-04 and the 1920s, the interior arrangement was changeéd to a central ~hall plan .
The hall remains virtually unaltered. It contains the original stair that has a
heavily turned newel, turned balusters and g molded handrail. A niche is found
on the hall's southwest wall. The windows and doors have molded architrave trim that
is duplicated on the house's principal doors and windows. The front and rear parlor
were meant to be the most elaborate rooms in the house. Both rooms retain their original
mantels and molded architrave trim arcund the doors and windows.

The dining room, expanded in 1901-04, is the largest single room in the house;
its western wall terminates in a bay window. Both the downstairs and the upstairs
bedrooms are plain in finish and have_molded architrave trim around the doors and windows.

The grounds surrounding the Reuben Clark House retain a 19th-century ambience.
One of the more significant features of the property, in addition to the architecture,
is the large expanse of land on which the house gits., The size of the tract, 1.8 acres,
is unusual for the city of Hampton, whose houses tend to be built on lots of less than
one acre. Many of the trees were planted in the 19th century. None of the original
outbulldings survive. The original wooden fence was replaced in the present century

by a wire fence.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

—— prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric _._ community planning ___ landscape architecture.___ religion

—— 1300-1489 ___ archeology-historic -.— CONsarvation —_ law . science

— 1500-1599 ____ agriculture -——. BCONOMics —— literature — Sculpture

— 1600-1699 _X_ architecture ——— education X military —_ social/

— 17001799 ___an -— - engineering —— music humanitarian

_X 1800-1899 _X_commerce .—- exploration/settiement ___ philosophy —theater

— 1800- —- communications = . ___ industry — politics/government __ transportation
-~ invention . —— other {specify}

Specific dates 1854 ) Builder/Architect Unknowm

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

DTt TThTr. - STATEMENT OF SIGNIFYCANCE

The Reuben Clark House is significant not only as one of Hampton's oldest
surviving residences, but also as its sole example of the Picturesque style. The
house was built in 1854 by the prosperous merchant and steamwboat captain, Reuben Clark,
and shows particularly in its exterior detailing, the influence of architectural pattern
beoks of the mid-19th century, most likely A.J. Downing's Cottage Residences. Clark
came to Tidewater, Virginia from New York state where Downing's work was extremely
popular, and Downing's book, as well as exsmples in the north may have influenced
Clark's choice of the Picturesque for his new residence. The property achieved considerat
attention during the Civil War for its large well which was used by the Union Navy to sup;
large quantities of water for the boilers of the steamship Minnesota. While the 19th-
century outbuildings are po longer standing, the house still occupies its original
tract of 1.8 acres with the now-covered well possessing considerable potential for

archaeology.

R BISTORICAL BACKGROUND

: “ Reuben Clark was born in New York state in 1805. By 1850 Clark moved to
Tidewater, Virginia where he worked as a James River steamboat captain. As
a direct consequence of this occupation, the name "Captain Clark" remained with
him throughout his life. 1In 1853 Clark retired from the steamboat business and settled in
what was then Mill Creek, a small village located on the body of water by the same name.
He most likely lived at first in a tavern owned by Joseph and Mary E. Segar. In July
1854, Clark purchased from the Segars the tavern and adjacent property and according
to the deed, Clark was permitted the use of a wharf and was allowed to add, "to said
wharf, bathing houses, ir other buildings and attachments, that shall not obstruct or
injure the said wharf."" Clark also ran a store selling groceries and dry goods. The
store was located on the west bank of Mill Creek on the south side of Water Street.
A photograph of the Clark Store is preserved in the Larrabee Collection at the

Casement Museum, Fort Monroe.

In the same year in which he purchased the Segar property, Clark erected for
himself a new residence that is one of the oldest remaining in the c¢ity of Hampton.
For inspiration in designing his dwelling, Clark presumably turned to architectural
pattern books of the day, most likely A.J, Downing's Cottage Residences. While the book
was extremely popular in the north, it was apparently not well received in Tidewater,
Virginia where few examples are known to have been built., Working with an unknown builder,
Clark borrowed details for his side-hall plan residence such as his lattice-post porch
and ornamental roof brackets, These architectural elements served to distinguish the
Clark House from other Hampton houses of the period. Although the landscape around
the house has not been preserved, descriptions of the house by Hampton's older residents
suggest that Clark followed Downing's advise as to landscape: the residence was surrounded

(See Continuation Sheet #1)


















