'3. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Recreation and Culture

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Recreation and Culture

7. _Description

Architectural Classification
{enter categories from instructions)

Materiais (enter categories from instructions)

foundation N/A
Other: Carousel walls N/A

roof wood

other wood

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

SIMMARY DESCRIFTION

The Buckroe Beach Carousel, also known as Philadelphia Toboggan Company Number Fifty
and the Hampton Carousel, was constructed by the Philadelphia Toboggan Campany of
Germantown, Pennsylvania, and installed in 1920 at Buckroe Beach, a summer resort in
Elizabeth City County (now Hampton) by the manufacturer. It was assigned Number Fifty
at the factory and that number is stamped on its center pole. The circular, wooden
carousel is divided into eighteen sections and driven by a twenty-five horsepower
electric motor. The wooden frame, mounted on a wooden base, is supported by a rotating
steel frame. The carousel contains forty-two oil paintings; thirty mirrors; a Bruder
band organ; forty-eight hand-carved wooden horses placed three abreast; and two
upholstered, hand-carved wooden chariots. Electric lights enhance the beauty of the
machine. The carousel was maintained intact and was operated each summer from 1920
through 1985, when the summer resort ceased operating. It was dismantled and stored in
public buildings until the components were shipped in 1988 by tractor-trailer to R & F
Designs in Bristol, Connecticut for restoration. It was reassembled by the restorer in
a new pavilion at 602 Settlers Landing Road in Hampton, Virginia, and resumed operating
on 30 June 1991.

ARCHTTECTURAL DESCRIPTION

The carousel is forty-five feet in diameter with a platform width of approximately ten
feet.] It operates on 2,450 feet of track. 2 The wooden platform, composed of eighteen
sectigns, is ten inches from the floor at its outer edge and eight inches at the inner

edge. 3

The core of the carocusel is its center pole which is mounted on a wooden cross or
"X"-shaped base formed by 12 x 12 stabilizing timbers. It is held erect by an "A"-
frame assembly that begins just below the center of the center pole. This assembly
consists of two 6 x 6 wooden braces or quarter poles, two vertical poles, arxd one 6 x 6
cross piece. The "A" frame also supports the drive shafts and gear assembly. The top
of the pole is held in place by guy rods attached to the sweeps and anchored to the top
of the pole. Additional quy wires anchor the pole to the ceiling of the pavilion.
Eighteen wooden sweeps radiate from a roller or 'cheese" bearing in the center of the
center pole just above the "A" frame. Wooden spreader bars separate the sweeps.
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Previous documentation on fils (NPS):

D preliminary determination of Indlividual listing (38 CFR 87)
has besn requested
praviously listed In the National Reglster
previously determined eligible by the Natlonai Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
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Primary looation of additionai data:
State historic preservation office
Cther State agency
Federal agency
Loosl governmaent

recorded by Historic American Bulldings University
Survey # Other
Drocordod by Historic American Engineering Splclgy r_opoultory:
Record #
221 Governor
10._Geographical Data Richmond, Virginia 23279
Acreags of property less than one acre
UTM References
ALl 8 380460!410l9|8[1|5;0| -3 PO I I A T O T T
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
o3 IV I T T S O T T (o I (IS (O O T OO O A T TR
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Verbat Boundary Description

The 45' diameter Buckroe Beach Carousel is located in a small park on the southeast
corner of the intersection of King Street and Settlers Landing Road in the City of

Hampton, Virginia.

(] 8ee continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundaries include the land cccupied by the 45' diameter carousel.
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