
3. Functlon or U r  
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Recreation and Culture Recreatim and Culture 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories fmm instructions) 

foundation N/A 
Other: Carousel walls N/A 

roof S 
other wood 

-- 

~esc ibe  present andhistoric physical appearance. 

Ihe Beach Carousel, also knawn as Philadelphia Tokggan Ccunpany Mrmber Fifty 
and the Hampton Carousel, was constructed by the Philadelphia Toixggan Ccmpany of 
Germantawn, Pennsylvania, and installed in 1920 at Eucko= Beach, a summer resort in 
Elizabeth City County (now -ton) by the manufacturer. It was assigned Nunker Fifty 
at the factory and that n u m k r  is stanpd on its center pole. Zhe circular, wccden 
carousel is divided into eighteen sections and driven by a twenty-five 
electric motor. Ihe wooden frame, m t e d  on a wooden base, is Npportfd by a rotating 
steel frame. lbe -1 amtains forty-two oil paintings; thirty rmrrors; a Bnder 
band organ; forty-eight hand-cawed wooden horses placed three abreast; and two 
upholstered, hand-carved wucden chariots. Electric lights enhance the beauty of the 
machine. Ihe carousel was maintained intad and was operated each sumner f m  1920 
through 1985, when the summer resort ceased oprating. It was dismantled and stored in 
public buildings until the cmponents were shim in 1988 by tractor-trailer to R & F 
Designs in Bristol, Connecticut for restoration. It was reasembled by the restorer in 
a new pavilion at 602 Settlers Larding Road in Hampton, Virginia, and resumed opera* 
on 30 June 1991. 

Ihe carousel is forty-five feet in diamter with a platform width of approxhately ten 
feet.' It operates on 2,450 feet of track. ?he wccden platform, capxed of eighteen 
sections, is ten inches frum the floor at its outer edge and eight inches at the inner 
ease. 3 

lbe core of the carousel is its center pole which is m t e d  on a wucden cross or 
f8Xf8-shapd base formed by 12 x 12 stabilizing timbers. It is held erect by an "Asf- 
frame assembly that begins just belaw the center of the center pole. Tnis assembly 
consists of two 6 x 6 wooden braces or quarter poles, two vertical poles, and one 6 x 6 
cross piece. Ihe "Att frame also supporb the drive shafts and gear assembly. ?he tap 
of the pole is held in place by guy rods attached to the sweeps and anchored to the tap 
of the pole. ational guy wires anchor the pole to the ceiling of the pavilion. 
Eighteen wooden sweeps radiate from a roller or "cheese" bearing in the center of the 
center pole just akxme the ffAgl frame. Wooden spreader bars separate the sweeps. 
































