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The prese2.t .A?pomttox Eiznor house s t s n d s  on t h e  s i te  o f  a n  e a r l i e r  house; 
i t  may have been b u i l t  i n  1751 by WLiiiam Eppes (Richard Eppes d i a r y ,  
Alderman L i b r a r y ) ,  o r  1768, by Richard Eppes, nephew o f  William. Richard 
Eppes, grendson of  the  a f o ~ e n e n t i o n e d  Richard, added t o  t h e  house s e v e r a l  
t imes d u r i n g  t h e  second h a l f  of t h e  n ine teen th  century .  It i s  a frame 
house, t y ? i c a l  c e n t e r  h a l l  p lan ,  which con ta ins  very  l i t t l e  i n t e r i o r  t r i m  
from t h e  e igh teen th  century .  The k i t c h e k  i n  t h e  yard was appa ren t ly  a 
dependency t o  an e a r l i e r  house. F lags tones  between t h e  house and t h e  
k i t c h e n  zire supposedly from t h e  Rol fe  3ouse a t  Bermuda ~ u n d r e d ;  by D r .  
Richard Eppes i n  1858 (unpublished a rchaeo iog ica l  r e p o r t ) .  Remains of 
seventeenth  cen tu ry  s t r u c t u r e s  e x i s t  a long t h e  r iverbank.  Capta in  Eppes' 
p a t e n t  l i n e  followed almost  e x a c t l y  t h e  l i n e  of t h e  1618 pa l i saded  town 
(Pa ten t  2ook 1, p. 439). This proper ty  repained i n  the  hands o f  t h e  Eppes 
fami ly  u n t i l  1916 when most of i t  was s o l d  and t h e  c i t y  of Hopewell b u i l t  
on t h e  f a n .  Tne po in t  where t h e  house now s t ands  w a s  once f o r t i f i e d  and 
cannons v 2 r e  placed he re ;  no remains of t h e  e a r l i e s t  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  
remain. lio-dever, t h e r e  a r e  C i v i l  War f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  
Cutchin proper ty  which a r e  s a i d  t o  have been b u i l t  ove r  t h e  s i t e  of  t h e  
e a r l i e r  f o r t s ;  no a rchaeo log ica l  o r  documentary proof of  t h i s  suppos i t ion  
has  been seen .  



d.  S I G S i F l C A ; i ' ; f E  

PERZOO (Check One or More ns Ap~ropr i * l r t )  

?re-ColunLion 16th Century 18th Century 3 22th Ccntu? rn 
15th Cenfvry 17th Centur l  rz 19th Century @ 

5 9 E C I F i C  3 A T E l I l  ( I1  A p ~ l i c n b l e  ondXnnwn) 

A R E I S  oi- s i ~ r i ~ ~ ~ c a n c ~  ( C h o c k o n e  or >l:orsaa ~p7ro; l r iere l  

Abor ig inal  E d ~ c o t l o n  Pol i r ica l  u;bOn P i ~ ; . ~ i r ;  @ 
 reh historic ~ ~ ~ i ~ e e r i n g  Reiigioa/?hi-  Other (s .=eci i~j  a 
bi i r tor ic  0 lndultry il- lorophy H i s t o r y  

~ 2 ~ i c " l t ~ r e  Iovsntion 0 Science 0 A r c h e e o l s ~ p  
Art !B Landscape Sculpture 

Commerce Architeclu<e C Social/Humon- 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ t ; ~ ~ ~  Literotura Z i t m i a n  

Coms~,vation Mi l i tary  3 Theorer • 
Mvsic  3 T r 0 ~ ~ ~ o r 8 a l i o n  

sTA:E*IENT O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  ( I n c l ~ d e  PeraOn(r.@e8, Dales, B w n l s .  E t c . )  

l\T~en t h e  autonomy of the' c i t i e s  was abolished i n  1634, Char les  C i t y  was 
claimed by F ranc i s  Eppes of S h i r l e y  Hundred Is lal id.  H i s  holZi-zs  
included Eppes (Sh i r l ey  Hundred) I s l and  which has  been occupied 5y him and 
by h i s  descendants  from 1624 u n t i l  t h e  p resen t  day. Eppes I s l a r d  was p a r t  
o f  t h e  sane  p l a n t a t i o n  a l though i t  was a c r o s s  t h e  r i v e r .  Tr.e p r s s e n t  
owners of  Eppes I s l and  a r e  bro t i ,e rs  t o  t h e  owner of  Appomattox !.>nor. 
P a r t  of t h e  s i t e ' s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  l i e s  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  t i t l e  S e r i v e s  
i n  a n  unbroken cha in  of l i n e a l  descen t  from a pa ten t  awarded Ca?tain 
F rznc i s  Eppes i n  1635 up u n t i l  t h e  p resen t  day. General Grant  had h i s  
headquar t e r s  i n  t h e  house f r o a  June,  1864 u n t i l  A p r i l ,  1865. Abraham 
Lincoln  v i s i t e d  t h e  a r e a  and used t h e  n o r t h  drawing room as h i s  o f f i c e  
on s e v e r a l  occas ions  between 1864 and 1865. 
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S t i f f ,  V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, Jr., D i r e c t o r  
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D r .  Edward P. Alexander, Chairrmn, 
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