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Located diagonally across from the Rockbridge County Court House on a bucy
intersection in the heart of town, the Alexander-Withrow liouse sets the
tone for much of the historic flavor of Lexington. The present picturesque
appearance of the house is the result of a pumber of alterations, the most
ma jor of which occurred in the 1850's when the level of the adjacent
streets was lowered ten feet, This change in level resulted in the main

vnderpinning., This street level, with its large windows and fine stonework
has long been rented out to retail shops. The original main entrance to
the house now opens onto a small balcony with a decorative cast-iron
balustrade supported on large cast-iron brackets. At some point during

the mid-nineteenth century, the present shallow hipped roof with its deep
Italianate bracketed cornice was placed on the house., The exact form of
the original roof is uncertain, but it is thought to have heen a gable
roof. The position of the four cornér chimneys has not been changed,
although the shafts may have been lowered. The most conspicuous feature

of the house is the brick walls set with glazed headers to form 2 diaper
pattern throughout., Although an original opening in the center of the

side wall on the second floor level has been bricked up, the walls survive
gencrally unscorrad, Most of ihe sash in the hause iz old, an? nearly

all of it on the third floor is original. A later one-story wooden gallery
has been placed across the rear wall and overlooks a narrow areawvay.

The interior of the building has been altered with the changing of some
of the partitions, but much of the original woodwork survives, including
a fine but compact Federal type stair. Most of the interior trim is
quite simple.

After standing in a state of podr repair for many years, the house has
recently been renovated by the Historic Lexington Foundation. :

floor of the house becoming the second floor set on a full story of limestoﬂe
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

© . " A P Al
The Alexander-Withrow House was built for a prominent Lexington merchant,
William Alexander, around 1790. The house was built on lots purchased
by Alexander from the trusteces of Lexington in 1784, when the town
was originally laid out.” In 1800, the house was bought from the Alexander
estate by John Leyburn. One of the Leyburn children who grew up in the
house presented a romantic picture of it when he wrote:

It was square, hip-roofed, with a tall chimney towering up from

each corner and built of brick, some of which were glazed and

set in the wall as to form a succession of diamonds. . . .

The old house was in most respects a pleasant abode. Its apartments,
for that day, seemed spacious and airy; the prospect of the
surrounding hills and majestic mountains was beautiful and grand

and the great piles of glazing hickory on the capacious hearth
glowed with comfort and cheerfulness, as we gathered around it.

The house remained in the Leyburn family until 1851, when it was
purchased by George A, Baker. In 1901, it became the property of the
Withrow family, and it remained in their possession until 1969, when it
was acquired by the Historic Lexington Foundation.

The Alexander-Withrow House survives as one of the oldest dwellings in
Lexington and one of the most interesting architecturally. It is believed
that it is the only house in the center of town to have escaped the
disastrous fire which swept the village in 1796. The well-defined diaper
pattern in the brick walls is an unusual feature for its time and place,
and it is thought that this is the only example of such work in the
Shenaadoah Valley. Equally interesting are the four corner chimneys.
Corner chimneys of this type occur on a few other late-eighteenth century
Rockbridge County houses, but this motif has not been observed elsewhere

. in Virginia.

The a%sociation of the Alexander-Withrow House with several old Lexington

" families, together with its conspicuous location and unusual architectural

features combine to make the structure one of the wost prominent and
cherished of Lexington landmarks,
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_tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
w89-565), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the cntena and prucedures set
forth by the Naticnal Park Service. “The recommended
level of significance of this nominalion is:

O State [X] Local
.

t

National

Name
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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