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a. BACKGROUND INFORMATION: Formally organized in 1839, the "West Point
of the South'! was the earliest and has become the best-known of the
State-supported military institutio*s. Its resemblance to the United
States Military Academy at West poi*t is not fortuitous.

Col. Claude Crozet, a brillian French military engineer who began
his military career in the service f Napoleon Bonaparte, is justly
known as the father of VMI, for he, more than any other individual,
moulded the character of the school Forced out of the French military
service by the downfall of Napoleon Crozet came to the United States
in 1816. On the recommendation of fayette and Albert Gallatin, he
was appointed assistant professor of engineering at West Point on
October 1 of that year, and within six months he was head of thedepartment. 

Under his influence, e*gineering instruction became much
more systematized and greater empha$is was placed on a thorough ground-
work in mathematics.
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Leaving West Point in 1823, Cr~zet served f'or nine years as State
engineer of' Virginia, returning aga~n in 1~39 af'ter f'ive years of' work
in Louisiana. Under Crozet's direction, Virginia made great strides
in the f'ield of' internal improvements.
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About the time of Crozet' s return to Virginia, the plans for
opening a state-supported military $chool had reached maturity. The
si te chosen was the State arsenal at Lexington, and there on November 111ld39, 

the doors were opened for the first class. At its opening, VMI
had a faculty of two men and a corp of 23 cadets. The statute authoriz-
ing creation of the institution pro ided for a military school to give
instruction in military science and in other branches of knowledge as
well, and further provided that the cadet corps should form the "publicguard" 

of the State arsenal. Aside from those general regulations, the
General Assembly left the character and the curriculum of the school in
the hands of its board of visitors, of whom Crozet was chosen president.
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Under his six-year regime, VMI was moulded closely after the
pattern of West Point. The regulat ons of the earlier institution
were adopted almost in toto and the uniform regulations ~ere nearly
identical. Because VMI-was not pri rily designed to train men for
professional military careers, the urriculum was not identical ~ith
that of West Point; however, milita science and mathematics were
strongly emphasized at VMI as at th earlier school.

During the next 20 years, as the shadow of civil war grew more
threatening, VMI continued to grow and to graduate men destined to
win fame in the bloody struggle which lay ahead. The Confederacy
was to gain immeasurably in military strength from the support of VMI
graduates and faculty, of which latter the immortal "Stonewall" Jackson

was one. j
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During the war the institution continued in operation, though with
reduced faculty and cadet corps. A the successive classes were graduated,
they marched away to join the Confe erate armies. At New Market, on
May 15, 1864, the cadets added a gl rious chapter to the VMI tradition
with a charge which materially aide in the defeat of Franz Sigel's
invading Union army. The following month, David Hunter's Union troops
entered Le~ington and burned VMI to the ground.

Reopened after the war, the school continued to grow and to graduate
men who have upheld its traditions in peace and in war. Approximately
one-tenth of each graduating class receives regular commissions in the
Army, Air Force or Marine Corps. In World War I, VMI gave 1,830 trained
men to the armed forces, including five general officers. In the Second
World War, the number was 4,100, including 62 officers of general or
flag rank. Among the illustrious gfaduates was General of the Army
George C. Marshall. '

The Virginia Military Institute comprises some 40 major buildings
surrounding a large parade ground. As a result of the destruction of
the institute in 1854, little remains of the original physical plant.
Among the notable buildings are the Barracks, a Gothic-style building
consisting of two connecting quadra~iie's; -extending some 500 feet along
the east side of the parade ground; I~ ~ ~1e,~oria~~, an assembly
hall for students, which contains at' huge painting of the cadet charge

at New Market, by Benjamin West Cliedinst; Preston Librar~, completed
in 1939, which contains the VMI mus urn; Mallory Hall, the Physics
building, completed in 1952; ~ichol~ ~n~~~~g~ ~ (1931); Willia~ ~.
~~, the gymnasium; ~ ~~, a general academic building,
named for the first commandant and second superintendent, who was
associated with VMI for 51 years; M~ury-Brooke~~, occupied by the
Chemistry Department; and Crozet Hall, the cadet mess hall. A part of
the original barracks buil~-rs -rncorporated in the present barracks,
and a small building which served as a hospital and as a tailor shop
still remains from the period of th~ institute's beginnings.

b. BOUNDARIES: The Barracks is a most prominent building on the campus
of Virginia Military Institute which is located off Route 11 on the
northern edge of Lexington, Virginia.
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Known as the "West Point of the South.." VMI was formally organized

in 1839, the earliest and best-known of state-supported militaryv-.
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institutions. "Stonewall" Jackson taught there before the Civil

War, and many VMI graduates served the Confederacy. The present

barracks building contains a part of the original barracks, burned

by Union troops in 1864. A small building erected in 18481 formerly

used as a hospital and a tailor shop, also survives.
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