


Condltlon Check one Check one 
-excellent - deteriorated - unaltered X original site 
2- good - rulns X- altered -moved date N/A 
- falr -unexposed 

Describe the present and orl~lnal  (If known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

Mulberry H i l l  i s  a f ive-bay, two-story b r i c k  d w e l l i n g  w i t h  a four-room, double-p i le ,  
central-passage plan. I t s  i n t e r i o r  woodwork i s  l a t e  Georgian i n  s t y l e  w i t h  an e labo ra t i on  
and s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  t h a t  mark i t  as one o f  t h e  great  mansion houses o f  t h e  region. Located 
a t  the  northwest edge o f  Lexington 's  c i t y  l i m i t s ,  i t  i s  s c e n i c a l l y  s i t e d  on a r i d g e  and 
surrounded by 7.7 acres o f  r o l l i n g  lawn and t rees .  The house represents a t  l e a s t  f o u r  
d i f f e r e n t  b u i l d i n g  per iods  t h a t  range f rom the  l a t e  18 th  century  t o  t h e  e a r l y  20th 
century w i t h  t h e  co re  be ing  b u i l t  by Andrew Reid ca. 1798-1805. 

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

The o r i g i n a l  core  o f  Mulberry H i l l  i s  a 36' x 63'  one-story, b r i c k  rectangle.  It 
r e s t s  on a stone foundat ion t h a t  i s  l a t e r a l l y  bank s i t ed .  The exposed eas t  and south 
foundat ion w a l l s  a re  random ash la r  and t h e  r e s t  i s  coursed rubble.  The f i r s t  s t o r y  i s  
Flemish bond and probably o r i g i n a l l y  had a gable r o o f  making i t  s i m i l a r  i n  appearance 
t o  Hawthorne H a l l  i n  Bo te tou r t  County. A t  some p o i n t  i n  t h e  mid-19th century  a second 
s t o r y  was added. I t s  bond i s  comnon w i t h  a Flemish v a r i a t i o n .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  20th century, 
the  e n t i r e  house was pa in ted  red  w i t h  grey p e n c i l i n g  and b lack  wash on t h e  headers t o  
c rea te  an o v e r a l l  appearance o f  Flemish bond. The pa in ted  bond p a t t e r n  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  
e labora te  over  the c e n t r a l  door where t h e  i l l u s i o n  o f  a g i a n t  j ack  arch was created a t  
the  expense o f  t h e  segmental ly arched double course o f  b r i c k .  

Evidence o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  one-story na ture  of t h e  d w e l l i n g  i s  supp l ied  n o t  o n l y  by 
insurance p o l i c i e s  and t h e  change i n  bond between t h e  f l o o r s  b u t  a l so  i n  a change i n  
window moldings. The f i ve -bay  eas t  facade w i t h  i t s  f an  and s i d e l i g h t e d  c e n t r a l  door 
has Federal moldings w h i l e  t h e  second-f loor  windows have I t a l  i a n a t e  moldings. The 
second-story e a s t  facade a1 so has a c e n t r a l  transom-1 i ghted doorway f l anked  by two oval 
windows, b u t  these were ca.1903 a d d i t i o n s  as was t h e  c e n t r a l  porch. 

The n o r t h  and south s ides each o r i g i n a l l y  had two windows per  f l o o r  f l a n k i n g  the  
two f i r e p l a c e s  on each side. The n o r t h  s ide  was a l t e r e d  when a k i t c h e n  wing was added 
i n  t h e  l a t e  19 th  century. The rear ,  west facade was o r i g i n a l l y  seven bays w i t h  one 
door e n t e r i n g  t h e  h a l l  and another e n t e r i n g  t h e  south room. The deeply beveled paneled 
e x t e r i o r  doors a r e  s t i l l  i n  place. The south door now gives access t o  a b r i c k  two- 
s t o r y  wing added ca.1903 t o  accommodate bathrooms. It rough ly  p a r a l l e l s  the  n o r t h  k i t chen  
wing. The k i t c h e n  wing, however, i s  b r i c k  o n l y  on t h e  f i r s t  s t o r y  and has a wood 
shingled mansard-type s i d i n g  f o r  t h e  second s to ry .  The c l a s s i c a l l y  columned porch here 
was s e t  -- i n  a n t i s  between t h e  wings i n  1957 and replaced a V i c t o r i a n  porch. 

The present  roof  i s  hipped and was created ca.1903 when t h e  former gables were 
removed. Th i s  necess i ta ted  a new b r i c k  d r i p  corbe led  c o r n i c e  and a wooden & t a b l a m e  
above it. The present r o o f  cover ing  i s  sheet meta1,but t he re  i s  i n t e r i o r  evidence 
t h a t  i t  was o r i g i n a l l y  wood shingle.  

The i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  basement l e v e l  o f f e r s  evidence of t h e  ex is tence o f  an e a r l i e r  , 

house on t h e  s i t e .  The south s e c t i o n  has a corner  f i r e p l a c e  on t h e  i n s i d e  stone 

(See Cont inuat ion Sheet #1) 
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8. Significance 

Period - prehlstorlc 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1 699 
- 1700-1 799 
2- 1800-1899 
- 1900- 

Areas of SignificancbCheck end justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law -science 
- agriculture -economics - literature - sculpture 

architecture - -education -military - social1 
-art - engineering - music humanitarian 
-commerce - explorationisettlement - philosophy -theater 
- communications -Industry A politicsigovernment - transportation 

-Invention - other (specify) . - -- 
~ a .  17%H%05 - 

Specific dates , La- IwJ 
ca 1903 k l d e r i ~ r c h i t e c ~  W i  11 i am G. McDowel 1 (ca . 1903) 

! ,  .. Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) . . ., .#  .. 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

With i t s  complicated e v o l u t i o n  f rom a one-story, doub le-p i le  co re  t o  a two-story, 
gable-roof  dwe l l ing ,  and f i n a l l y  t o  a hipped-roof mansion, Mulberry H i l l  i l l u s t r a t e s  
important  changes i n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t a s t e  i n  Lexington spanning a hundred year  per iod.  
Adding t o  i t s  i n t e r e s t  i s  t h e  unusua l ly  e labora te  though p r o v i n c i a l  Georgian woodwork 
and p lasterwork i n  the  p r i n c i p a l  rooms, some o f  t h e  f i n e s t  o f  i t s  pe r iod  i n  t h e  region.  
The house was begun ca. 1790 f o r  Andrew Reid, f i r s t  C lerk  o f  t h e  Court  f o r  Rockbridge 
County. It was enlarged i n  t h e  mid-19th century  f o r  h i s  son, Samuel McDowell Reid, 
and g iven i t s  present  appearance ca. 1903 by t h e  l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t  W i l l i am G .  McDowell. 
Complementing t h e  house i s  a no tab l y  handsome e a r l y  20th-century garden. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

W i l l i a m  Graham purchased 290 acres t h a t  i nc luded  the  s i t e  o f  t h e  present Mulberry 
H i l l  i n  1777. Graham (1746-1799), as f i r s t  Rector o f  L i b e r t y  Ha l l  Academy ( the  pre-  
decessor t o  Washington and Lee U n i v e r s i t y )  l e d  i t  through the  d i f f i c u l t  years o f  t h e  
Revolut ion. I n  1777 he moved t o  t h i s  s i t e  and b u i l t  a farm, wh i l e  con t i nu ing  t o  preach 
t o  t h e  Lexington Presby ter ian  meeting and t o  t u t o r  s tudents from t h e  Academy. The 
e a r l i e r  s t r u c t u r e  ev iden t  i n  t h e  basement of  Mulberry H i l l  may be Graham's house. I n  
1782 he donated p a r t  o f  h i s  l a n d  t o  be a permanent s i t e  f o r  L i b e r t y  Ha l l  Academy. 
Th is  i s  where t h e  r u i n s  o f  L i b e r t y  ~a1, 'stand today, about 1 /4  m i l e  nor thwest  o f  
Mu1 be r ry  Hi1 1. 

Graham res igned h i s  r e c t o r s h i p  i n  1797 and s o l d  t h e  present  s i t e  which now t o t a l e d  
450 acres t o  Andrew Reid. Reid was an e a r l y  p o l i t i c a l  leader  who he1 ped organize the  
county and served as i t s  f i r s t  C lerk  o f  Court f rom 1778 t o  1837. It was Reid who b u i l t  
the  one-story,double-p i le  b r i c k  house. He insured i t  f o r  $4,000 i n  1805 and again i n  
1816. Reid was n o t  o n l y  a p o l i t i c a l l y  impor tan t  f i g u r e  i n  the  county, he was a l s o  one 
o f  i t s  w e a l t h i e s t  c i t i z e n s .  The extensive personal p rope r t y  t a x  i nven to ry  o f  1815 l i s t s  
him as owning twenty- three s laves and paying t h e  second h ighes t  t a x  f o r  t h a t  year.  It 
i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  a man o f  t h i s  weal th chose t o  b u i l d  a one-story house. The un- 
u s u a l l y  l a r g e  four-room house undoubtedly represents a mansion o f  i t s  era, as i s  a t t e s t e d  
by t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  i t s  woodwork. A t  h i s  death, Reid l e f t  t h e  house t o  h i s  son, Samuel 
McDowell Reid (1790-1869), who was t h e  county 's  second C lerk  o f  Court. The younger Reid 
never l i v e d  i n  t h e  house, having b u i l t  h i s  own i n  Lexington i n  1821. The younger Reid 
a l so  seems t o  have been an amateur o r  gentleman a r c h i t e c t  as he n o t  o n l y  drew q u i t e  
we l l  de l ineated p lans f o r  h i s  own house, b u t  was respons ib le  f o r  conunissioning Thomas 
U. Walter, t h e  n a t i o n a l l y  prominent Ph i l ade lph ia  a r c h i t e c t ,  t o  design two b u i l d i n g s  i n  
Lexington. It i s  tempt ing t o  speculate t h a t  Reid was a l s o  respons ib le  f o r  t h e  mid- 
century a d d i t i o n  o f  a second s t o r y  t o  Mulberry H i l l .  

(See Cont inuat ion Sheet #2) 
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name Lexl  noton, VL. Quadrangle scale 1 : 24000 
UMT References 

b I 3 1 6 I 4 t 8 t 0 1  141118131414101 
Zone Easting Northlng Zone Easting 

Verbal boundary description and justlflcatlon 
Beginning a t  the  west corner  on p o i n t  o f  l imestone ledge i n  t h e  Old ( former)  Lexington- 
Covington Turnpike, be ing  S 26O 45' W 57' f rom eastern stone gate post,  thence a long t h e  

(See Cont inuat ion  Sheet #3) 
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7. Description 

Architectural Analysis 

par t i t ion.  I t  i s  bricked over and has no stack or re la t ion t o  the plan above. The 
south ex te r ior  wall i s  a l so  unusually thick. Most of the basement walls a r e  22" t o  24" 
i n  depth, t h i s  one i s  53". Part  of t h i s  can be accounted for  by the need t o  base the 
two f i replaces  r i s ing  above i t ,  but the thickness i s  continuous throughout the major 
portion of the south wall--well beyond where f i rep lace  support i s  needed. I t  seems 
l ike ly  t ha t  t h i s  was a wall of an e a r l i e r  s t ructure  tha t  l a t e r  needed reinforcement and 
expansion. There a r e  a lso two former f i replaces  in  the wall t ha t  have been closed. 
The southern basement room is now ceiled with modern plas ter  board and the f loor  i s  
cement, b u t  there a r e  fragments s t i l l  of a beaded chair  r a i l .  The windows a re  double- 
hung sash l a i d  on t h e i r  side. The unskinned log j o i s t s  are exposed i n  the basement 
hall and north room. 

The main-story f loor  plan i s  a four-room, double-pile w i t h  central ha l l .  The 
in t e r io r  is most noteworthy f o r  i t s  elaborate late-Georgian de ta i l ing .  All of the 
f i replaces  have overmantels and the doorways have decorated high panels above them 
as well. The northeast room has an ornate plas ter  cornice and f r ieze  of acanthus 
leaves and garlanded fountains. There i s  a central Rococo-type plas ter  cartouche 
of leaves and ribbon-tied garlands i n  t h i s  room as  well. A s imilar ,  b u t  s l i gh t ly  l e s s  
ornate ,plas ter  f l o ra l  wreath decorates the central hall cei l ing.  Both of these are  
probably mid-19th-century addit ions t o  the otherwise original  plasterwork. The rooms 
a l l  have chair  r a i l s  and wainscoting as  well. A special feature of the northeast room 
f i replace i s  an iron fireback tha t  bears a bas re1 i e f  f igure  of "Fame" blowing on a 
trumpet. Tumbling out from the trumpet a r e  sixteen s t a r s  and the legend "Be Liberty 
Thine." I t  i s  signed "Halbert and Moses McClurer." The fireback i s  one of the f i nes t  
pieces of folk a r t  ye t  t o  be discovered in  Rockbridge County. 

The in t e r io r  doors are  a l l  paneled w i t h  deep bevels,and many have the i r  original 
brass box locks. The rear  west hall door also has s t r ap  hinges. The central hallway 
i s  unusually wide (13'-3") with an elegant curving Ital ianate-type stairway. Lath 
under the s t a i r s  i s  c i r cu l a r  sawn and the octagonal newel i s  mid-19th century i n  
character,  suggesting t h a t  the s t a i r  was added t o  accomodate the  new second story.  
The second story was added i n  the mid-19th century, b u t  i t s  plan was greatly a l te red  
in the ear ly  20th. The two south rooms were untouched, b u t  a great  open central space 
was created a t  the expense of the  other rooms. Closets were inserted and l i t  by the oval 
windows on the ea s t  wall. The great  Ionic columns supporting the s t a i r  and ce i l ing  on 
th i s  level probably date from the ear ly  20th-century additions. 

The roof s t i l l  has most of i t s  mid-19th-century r a f t e r s .  They were reused i n  
creating the h i p  ca.1903 and were simply 1 i f ted  above the original pla te .  They are  
s t i l l  joined and pegged, b u t  of necessity were a lso knee braced t o  take the new weight 
load. A dormer was inserted on the central west side as well. 

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 
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7. Desc r ip t i on  

A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Ana lys is  

The house i s  a t  present  undergoing renovat ion.  The two wings have been s t r i p p e d  on 
the  i n t e r i o r  and w i l l  be modernized. The present owner i s  i n  the  process o f  updat ing 
e l e c t r i c a l  w i r i ng ,  heat ing  and plumbing b u t  plans no a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  four-room core 
sec t ion .  The a r c h i t e c t  f o r  t h e  renovat ion  i s  Thomas Craven, AIA, C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  
V i r g i n i a .  The house i s  i n  good c o n d i t i o n  and w i l l  soon be i nhab i ted  again. 

It i s  s i t e d  on 7.7 acres of  h i l l t o p  bounded by U.S. Route 60 on t h e  south and 
L i b e r t y  H a l l  Road on t h e  east. It has a c i r c u l a r  d r i v e  o f f  L i b e r t y  Ha l l  Road and a t  
present  o n l y  one ou tbu i l d ing .  Th i s  i s  an e a r l y  20th-century c a r e t a k e r ' s  house t o  the  
nor theast .  I n  t h e  1930s t h e  present  owner's f a the r ,  Lewis Tyree, Sr., had a formal 
boxwood garden l a i d  o u t  behind t h e  house t o  the  west. It was designed t o  frame a 
magn i f i cen t  view of House Mountain. There i s  a l s o  sur face evidence f o r  several o the r  
ou tbu i l d ings  t o  t h e  west and south of t h e  house. These may be o f  h i s t o r i c a l  archaeo- 
l o g i c a l  i n t e r e s t .  

PHs 

8. S ign i f i cance  

H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

Samuel McDowell Re id 's  granddaughter, Agnes Reid Ross, i n h e r i t e d  t h e  proper ty  i n  
1871. She was mar r ied  t o  J.  D. H. Ross who l a t e r  became pres ident  o f  t h e  Lexington 
Development Corporat ion. The Va l l ey  experienced a boom o f  l and  specu la t ion  i n  the  1890s, 
and Ross was t h e  l o c a l  leader  i n  t h e  e f f o r t .  The Corporat ion i t s e l f  purchased t h e  house 
i n  1891, apparent ly  w i t h  the  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t e a r i n g  i t  down t o  b u i l d  a great  "boom" ho te l .  
This  d i d  n o t  happen and when t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  "bust"  bankrupted t h e  Corporat ion, t h e  house 
was taken over  by  spec ia l  c o u r t  commissioners. I n  1898 they  s o l d  i t  t o  t h e  V i r g i n i a  
F i r e  and Marine Insurance Company which, i n  1898, so ld  i t  t o  Eleanor Junkin Cox Latane, 
granddaughter o f  t h e  C i v i l  War President  o f  Washington College. She was respons ib le  f o r  
employing t h e  prominent l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t  W i l l i am G. McDowell t o  do renovat ions. McDowell, 
an 1872 c i v i l  engineer ing graduate o f  Washington College, was one o f  Lex ing ton 's  most 
a c t i v e  a r c h i t e c t s  i n  t h e  l a t e  19 th  and e a r l y  20th centur ies .  He was respons ib le  f o r  the  
Rockbridge Courthouse (1896). Tucker Hal 1 a t  Washington and Lee (1 897), and numerous 
l o c a l  houses. It was McDowell who ca. 1903 changed t h e  r o o f  t o  a h ip,  added the  new 
cornice, and a l t e r e d  t h e  main facade as w e l l  as t h e  second-f loor  room arrangement. 

I n  1923 t h e  house was s o l d  t o  W. Jeff Lauck who s o l d  i t  i n  1931 t o  Lewis Tyree, Sr. 
Tyree was a law pro fessor  a t  Washington and Lee U n i v e r s i t y  and Rutgers Un ive rs i t y .  
He was respons ib le  f o r  t h e  ornamental gardens as w e l l  as t h e  present r e a r  porch. The 
house has remained i n  the  Tyree f a m i l y  and i s  p resen t l y  owned by  Lewis Tyree, Jr. 
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6. Representat ion i n  E x i s t i n g  Surveys 

(2) H i s t o r i c  American Bui 1 dings Survey Inventory  
1965 Federal 
L i b r a r y  o f  Congress 
Washington, D.C. 

. , 
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10. Geographical Data 

Verbal boundary d e s c r i p t i o n  and j u s t i f i c a t i o n  

former Lexington-Covington Turnpike, S 70' 45'  E 218'; S 49' E 251 I ;  S 55' 15 '  E 
217'; S 820 15'  E 198' t o  a p o i n t  i n  the road; thence l e a v i n g  s a i d  road N 130 E 198' 
t o  a p o i n t  i n  a p r i v a t e  road, thence N 60 15 '  W 201 t o  a p o i n t  i n  a p r i v a t e  road, 
thence N 30 E 129' t o  a p o i n t  i n  a p r i v a t e  road, thence N 570 15 '  W 103' t o  a 
l a r g e  gate pos t  on edge o f  road back o f  house, thence a long t h e  i n s i d e  edge of 
road back o f  house N 600 W 168' t o  a p o i n t  i n  t h e  road a t  Southwest fence. 
Thence N 780 W 143* t o  a stake, thence S 880 W 106' t o  a stake, thence S 59' 45 '  W 
181 ' t o  a stake, thence S 460 15'  W 165' t o  a stake, thence S 26O 45'  W 108' t o  
the  beginning, con ta in ing  8.13 acres, sub jec t  t o  t h e  deduct ion of t h e  s t r i p  of 
l and  conveyed t o  t h e  S ta te  o f  V i r g i n i a  f o r  highway purposes i n  Deed Book 149, 
page 353, and sub jec t  t o  the  easement of t h e  V i r g i n i a  Pub l i c  Serv ice Company i n  
Deed Book 152, page 336. (Source: Lexington C i t y  Deed Book 342, page 310, 
June 28, 1974.) 

The boundaries o f  Mulberry H i l l  represent  a 7.7 acre fragment of  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  450-acre t r a c t  purchased by  Andrew Reid i n  1797. They a r e  drawn 
t o  i nc lude  a l l  o f  o u t b u i l d i n g s  and garden and d r i v e  ornaments. 
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