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CONDITION Ci!E<:K O I E  CHECK O N E  

Located a t  the  corner  o f  Hain and Nelson S t r e e t s  i n  downtor~n Lexington, t h e  
Lexington Presbyter ian  Churcl~ is  a  monurr~cntal, temple-form s t r n c t u r e  of stuccoed b r i c k  
w i t t i  wooden d e t a i l i n g .  Designed by Tho;n:ts 11. W d t e r  i n  1843 and conlpleted by 1845, tile 
bui!.ding has evolved through nu1:ierous add i t ions  i n t o  i t s  present  T-shape plan,  w i th  a  
Sunday School b u i l t  ad jacen t  t o  the  church i n  1906. 

I 

Approache.d by massive g r a n i t e  steps, the  bu i ld ing  is f ron ted  by a Greek Doric 
pedinlentcd p c r i s t y l e  p o r t i c o  c o n s i s t i n g  of s i x  wooden columns and a  f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e .  
The rnain (west) facade conta ins  a  high double doorway capped by a  wooden pediment and 
e n t a b l a t u r e ,  above which i s  a pa i r ed  window wi th  a  s imple wooden a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m .  
Corner p i l a s t e r s  frame the  o therwise  unpierced facade .  The s i d e  e l e v a t i o r ~ ( n o r t 1 1  and 
south)  c o n s i s t  of  two bays; t h e  o r i g i n a l  bays towards t he  r e a r  were engulfed it1 a n  
adclit i~on of 1.859. A peclimented s i d e  en t rance  s i m i l a r  i n  execution t o  the  f r o n t  doorway 
i s  found i n  the  f i r s t  bay of t h e  no r th  and south  e l e v a t i o n s .  A window wi th  a  s imple 
woodcil a r c h i t r a v e  is  'n t h e  second bay. Tr iangular  pedinented windows f i l l  t h e  second 
s t o r y  and a r e  connected visua1l.y by t h e  t e n i a ,  running the  e n t i r e  perimeter of  t h e  
bui ld ing .  

I The r e a r  wing, which dominates t h e  s i d e  e l e v a t i o n s ,  i s  one bay wide on each si.de of 
the  church and con ta ins  t h r e e  bays on the  norL11 e l e v a t i o n .  The south  e l e v a t i o n  of the  
wing was a l t e r e d  by a  connect ion t o  b1~1rray E a l l ,  t h e  Sunday School bui ld ing .  The window 
treatment  i n  the  r e a r  a d d i t i o n  i s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h a t  found on the o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n ,  with 
ttic hung-sash windor.~s con ta in ing  e l l i p t i c a l  leaded panes of t r ans lucen t  g l a s s .  This i s  

$ a  modif ica t ion  o f  the  o r i g i n a l  f e n e s t r a t i o n  which contained hung sash  wi th  c l e a r  g l a s s  
panes on the  f i r s t  s t o r y ,  w i th  smal l  r ec t angu la r  caseaen t  windor.?s r r i t h in  t h e  f r i e z e  
l i g h t i n g  thc secotid s t o r y .  The present  windows d a t e  i r o n  an 1899 renovat ion.  I'bc church 
i s  f o r t u n a t e  i n  preserv ing  i t s  tower wi th  louvred b e l f r y  and s p i r e .  The f i r s t  s t a g e  has 
the  hcl.fry louvres framed by pa i rcd  p i l a s t e r s ,  and t h c  second s t a g e  is ornamented wi.th 
wreaths i n  r e l i e f  on r ach  o f  i t s  four  s i d e s .  The s p i r e  is  capped by a  f in ia l . .  

1 

Ti~e i n t e r i o r  of t h e  church has undergone considerable a l t e r a t i o n s ,  t h e  most notable  
i n  1899 whcn the  bu i ld ing  was coiilpletely rc.novatcd and refurn ished .  The inlprovci~ients 

i inc!.ucle.d t h e  i .ns ta l la t i .on  of  t h e  prcsent  pc,:~s and a  new staged p u l p i t .  A church museum 
i preserves exai:~ples oE t h e  o r i g i n a l  pews and thc  o r i g i n a l  p u l p i t  as  1.~e11. as  a rch i . t ec tn ra l  
I a r t i f z c t s  a s soc ia t ed  wi th  t h e  e a r l y  church. The ad jo in ing  bu i ld ing ,  Murray l l a l l ,  was 

e r r i t c d  i n  1906 and handsme1.y cociplcmelits the  church i n  i t s  c l a s s i ca l .  s in lp l i c i t~y .  A 
clock was added t o  t h e  s t e e p l e  i n  1977. 
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SPEClrlC DATES 18$3-1845 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Thomas U .  W a l t e r  ----- .- 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE - 1 

! 
~ o n n p i c u o u s l y  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  h c a r t  oE t h i s  h i s t o r i c  V a l l e y  community, t h e  Lexington 

Presby te r i . an  Church,  completed i n  1845,  i s  a  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  example o f  Greek Revi.va1 
e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a r c h i t e c t t ~ r e .  Designed by one  o f  t h e  fo remos t  1 9 t h - c e n t u r y  American I 
a r c h i t e c t s ,  Thomas U s t i c k  W a l t e r  o f  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  t h e  church  i s  one o f  h i s  f i n e r  Vi . rg inia  1 

works ,  which i n c l u d e  t h e  Tabb S t r e e t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church i n  P e t e r s b u r g  and t h e  Old F i r s t  
B a p t i s t  C h u r c l ~  i n  Richmond. Although W a l t e r  worked i n ' a  number o f  h i s t o r i c a l  s t y l e s ,  
h i s  p r o f i c i e n c y  i n  t h e  Greek is e v i d e n t  i n  t h e s e  V i r g i n i a  c h u r c h e s .  I n  t h e  Lex ing ton  
P r e s b y t e r i - a n  Church,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  h i s  o t h e r  V i r g i n i a  commissions,  W a l t e r  c l e a r l y  
dvi:~oristrated h o : ~  c l a s s i c a l  forms c o u l d  be a d a l t r d  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  purposes  t o  enhance tho  

d i g n i t y  of  w o r s h i p .  
I 

L e x i n g t o n ' s  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  f i r s t  worshipped w i t h  t h c  members o f  ~ I a l l ' s  Meet ing House, 

I 
l a t e r  named New >!onmouth Church,  f i v e  m i l e s  r:sst o f  t h e  town. The Lex ing ton  e lement  grei.;, 
s o  t h a t  by 1789 t h e  P r e s b y t e r y  a u t h o r i z e d  t h c  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a L e x i ~ i g t o n  c h u r c h ,  a t  clhich 

I 
t imc  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  began h o l d i n g  s e r v i c e s  i n  a  t e n t ;  a  church  was e r e c t e d  i n  1797.  
Ey 1843 t h c  t - h r i v i n g  c o n g r e g a t i o n  had c o m p l e t e l y  outgrown i ts  o l d  b u i l d i n g  and d e c i d e d  
t h a c  i t  nccded a  more commodious s t r u c t u r e  n e a r s r  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  town. The s i t e  was 
purchased ,  end Thomas U .  W a l t e r  was engaged a s  t h e  a r c h i t e c t .  

I n  1859 t h e  c h u r c h  added a  r tcar wing t o  a c c o r n ~ ~ ~ o d a t e  c o n t i n u i n g  growth and a c t i v i t y .  
By 1880 t h c  o r i g i n a l  s a n d s t o n e  f a c i n g  ha(l worn s o  a s  t o  r e q u i r e  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of  

~ 1 
! 

s t u c c o  a s  a  p r o t e c t i v e  f i n i s h .  The church  >:as e n l a r g e d  and r e n o v a t e d  a g a i n  i n  1899,  
' I  a t  r .~h ich  t irxr t h e  p r e s e n t  pews and pul.pi t  were i n s t a l l e d .  According t o  a  "i\ianual. of  I 

! he  P r c s b y t e r i n n  Church", of  A p r i l  3,  1900, t h e  church  s e r v e d  a  t o t a l  of  2,357 members. I 
h Sunday Schoo l  b u i l d i n g  was e r e c t e d  i n  1906 ,  an2 by 1922 i t  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  make 
ariot:her a d c l i t i o n  t o  t h e  b u i l d i - n g .  Through t h e  g e n e r o s i t y  of  457 f a m i l i e s ,  t h e  h a l l  was ! I  
e n l a r g e d  and r e n o v a t e d  i n  1953.  The l a s t  i~pro.:ement o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was t h e  i - n s t a l l a -  
t i o n  o f  a c l o c k  i n  t h e  c h u r c b  s t t - e p l c  i n  1 9 7 i .  
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