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Stono i s  s i t e d  on a b l u f f ,  Jordan's  Point ,  overlooking t h e  Maury River ,  a t  
t h e  n o r t h  end o f  t h e  Vi rg in ia  M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e  campus i n  Lexington. The 
proper ty  is approached from the  r e a r  by a winding l ane  t o  t h e  e a s t .  Three 
of i t s  e a r l y  outbui ld ings  remain, inc luding one which is now incorpora ted  
i n  the  f a b r i c  of t h e  main house. 

The o r i g i n a l  po r t ion  of t h e  house is cruciform, having a two-story c e n t r a l  
s e c t i o n  and one-story wings and is l a i d  i n  Flemish bond. The fasade i s  
dominated by a two-story Roman Doric por t i co  with a modil l ioned pediment 
and l u n e t t e  and a g a l l e r y  a t  second-floor l e v e l ,  Typical  o f  i ts  b u i l d e r ' s  
work, the  columns a r e  ve ry  t h i n  and c l o s e l y  spaced. The two-story p o r t i o n  
i s  three-bays wide wi th  a  leaded semi-c i rcular  f a n l i g h t  ove r  t h e  c e n t r a l  
e n t r y ,  and a s i m i l a r l y  t r e a t e d  door l eads  t o  the  porch above. Each o f  t h e  
wings i s  two-bays wide, and t h e  e n t i r e  house, except f o r  t h e  p o r t i c o ,  is 
e n c i r c l e d  by a four-course,  molded-brick cornice.  A l l  of t h e  windows have 
s ix-over-s ix  sash  wi th  unadorned openings and rowlock heads. 

Behind t h e  l a r g e  e n t r y  h a l l  i n  t h e  main block i s  a narrow t r a n s v e r s e  s t a i r  
h a l l  wi th  i t s  own e x t e r i o r  door,  and behind t h i s  i s  a p a r l o r .  The e a s t  
wing i s  given over  t o  a  l i b r a r y ,  and t h e  west wing is the  d in ing  room. 

The house was extended 60 f e e t  t o  the  r e a r  (south) around 1870 by t h e  con- 
s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  one-and-one-half s t o r y  connect ion t o  a  one-story loom house 
i n  t h e  r e a r .  Two o t h e r  rooms have been added t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  west wing. 

The woodwork a t  Stono is e legan t  bu t  r e s t r a i n e d .  Flush wainscot ing  and a 
p l a i n  d e n t i c u l a t e d  co rn ice  e n c i r c l e  t h e  ent rance  h a l l .  The o r i g i n a l  mantel 
now i n  the  l i b r a r y ,  has robus t  Doric co lonne t t e s  surmounted by a r c h i t r a v e  
blocks wi th  carved v e r t i c a l ,  e l l i p t i c a l  sunburs ts  on t h r e e  s i d e s ,  and a. 
bold s h e l f  is broken around these  a r c h i t r a v e  blocks.  A c e n t r a l  t a b l e t  has 
a  l a r g e r ,  h o r i z o n t a l  sunburs t  l i k e  those  over  t h e  co lonne t t e s .  Enclosing 
t h e  f i r e b o x  i s  a c a s t  i r o n  surround wi th  c i r c u l a r  and e l l i p t i c a l  panels ,  
made by the  house 's  b u i l d e r ,  John Jordan,  a t  h i s  ironworks. A p a i r  of 
f a n l i g h t  doorways, one l ead ing  t o  t h e  s t a i r  h a l l  and the  o t h e r  t o  t h e  out- 
s i d e ,  complete t h e  woodwork i n  t h e  en t ry .  Both have reeded cas ings  wi th  
corner  b locks ,  molded keystones,  and wooden mull ions.  

Flush wainscoting,  topped by a c h a i r  r a i l ,  l e s s  e l a b o r a t e  t h a n  t h a t  i n  t h e  
h a l l ,  decora tes  the  l i b r a r y .  The o r i g i n a l  mantel  here  i s  now i n  t h e  
ent rance  h a l l ,  It has reeded Doric p i l a s t e r s  wi th  inc i sed  e l l i p t i c a l  sun- 
b u r s t s  over  them and i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  t a b l e t .  The l i b r a r y  f i r e p l a c e  i s  out- 
f i t t e d  wi th  an i r o n  s tove  made by Jordan himself .  The woodwork i n  t h e  
d in ing  room and p a r l o r  resembles t h a t  i n  t h e  l i b r a r y ,  bu t  w i t h  minor d i f -  
fe rences  o f  d e t a i l  such a s  the  use  of paneled r a t h e r  than  reeded p i l a s t e r s  
i n  the  p a r l o r  mantel.  

The s t a i r s  with t h e i r  f l u s h  dado, p l a i n  b a n i s t e r ,  r e c t a n g u l a r  b a l u s t e r s ,  
and a t t enua ted  newel a r e  enl ivened by a cur ious  d e t a i l .  The b a n i s t e r  
passss  over t h e  newel and te rminates  i n  a  d e l i c a t e l y  carved dog 's  head 
which i s  s a i d  t o  r ep resen t  Jordan's f a v o r i t e  hound. 

(see con t inua t ion  s h e e t  81 )  
~ . ~~~~ . ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ . .. I 
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7. DESCRIPTION 
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1 An e a r l y  summer k i t c h e n  s tands  i n  t h e  southwest angle of t h e  house. To t h e  
west i s  a c i r c u l a r  l imestone rubble  icehouse with a con ica l  roo f ,  and t o  t h e  
e a s t  is  a square b r i c k  o f f i c e  wi th  a low pyramidal roof and a high s t o n e  1 basement on t h e  r e a r ,  downslope s i d e .  
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i T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Stono with the  bu i ld ings  o f  the  Vi rg in ia  M i l i t a r y  I n s t i t u t e  forms t h e  
impressive r i v e r  aspect  of Lexington. Its brickwork, th ree -pa r t  Pa l l ad ian  
p lan ,  r e f i n e d  i n t e r i o r  woodwork, and e c c e n t r i c  propor t ions  make the  house 
one of t h e  most d i s t i n c t i v e  works by John Jordan, an e a r l y  Lexington 
b u i l d e r  and i n d u s t r i a l i s t  whose a r c h i t e c t u r a l  ideas  were shaped by t h e  
a r c h i t e c t u r e  of Thomas Jefferson.  Jordan had been employed on t h e  1806 
remodeling o f  Monticel lo and i n  t h e  l a t e r  cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  Unive r s i ty  
o f  Vi rg in ia .  

John Jordan (1777-1854) was born i n  Goochland County, Virg in ia ,  and l a t e r  
l i v e d  i n  Ha l i f ax  County b e f o r e  emigrat ing t o  Lexington i n  1802. He grad- 
u a l l y  b u i h u p a f l o u r i s h i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  and cons t ruc t ion  empire which in-  
cluded i r o n  smelt ing and g r i s t  m i l l s ,  a  blacksmith shop, c o t t o n  and woolen 
t e x t i l e  manufacturing, and bui ld ing  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  work. For f i f t y  
y e a r s , ' h e  dominated bu i ld ing  cons t ruc t ion  i n  Lexington and was r e spons ib le  
f o r  n e a r l y  every important  bu i ld ing  e rec ted  t h e r e  during t h a t  period. The 
f i r s t  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  which he was a s soc ia t ed  was Mulberry H i l l ,  a  l a r g e  
house e r e c t e d  around 1803. Shor t ly  t h e r e a f t e r  he worked f o r  J e f f e r s o n  a t  
Monticel lo then  r e tu rned  t o  h i s  own a c t i v i t i e s  a t  Lexington. L i t t l e  Stono 
(1816) was probably t h e  f i r s t  bu i ld ing  which was e n t i r e l y  h i s  own work. 
During t h e  1820s, he cons t ruc ted  the  Balcony F a l l s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  James 
River and Kanawha Canal and t h e  Washington Building a t  what i s  now Washing- 
ton  and Lee Unive r s i ty .  I 
Stono, o r i g i n a l l y  c a l l e d  Jordan ' s  Poin t ,  was b u i l t  by Jordan f o r  h i s  own 
res idence  i n  1818. H i s  u se  of the  so-ca l led  th ree -pa r t  Pa l l ad ian  scheme 
wi th  a c o l o s s a l  Roman Doric por t i co  and the  h i l l t o p  s i t i n g  o f  t h e  house 
r e c a l l  J e f f e r s o n ' s  work. I n  a d d i t i o n  Jordan used a p lan  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  
c e n t r a l  block with f r o n t  and r e a r  rooms and s i n g l e - c e l l  wings, w i th  a  de- 
emphasized s t a i r ,  reminiscent  of ~ e f f e r s o n ' s  e a r l y  p lans  f o r  Monticel lo.  

Except f o r  the  d e f o l i a t i o n  of t h e  s i t e  by Union gunboats during t h e  C i v i l  
War, Stono has had an uneventful  h i s t o r y  s ince  ~ o r d a n ' s  time. Its p resen t  
owners acquired i t  i n  1958. 
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