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a. BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The Victorian-Gothic chapel which stands
on the campus of Washington and Lee University, facing the colonnaded
porticoes of the wain college bulldings, commemorates the last and,
in many ways, the noblest phase of the life of Robert E. Lee. More
than a repository of his mortal remains, 1t is a monument to his
unceasing efforts to erase the bitter feelings engendered by the
Civil War, and to provide proper trainlng for the youth of the
‘South. O

When Lee came to Washington College, as 1t was then known, in .
the fall of 1865, the institution was nearly defunct. Under his
inspiring leadership, the enrollment increased sharply, the
curriculum was constantly expanded, and the physical plant was
greatly improved. The brick chapel, authorized in 1866, was erected
on a site selected by Lee and quite possibly from funds partially
supplied by him. In the basement of the building he maintained his
office, conducting there the administrative duties of the institution
until his last illness. On Septenber 25, 1870, Lee left his office
for the last time. Two and a half weeks later--October 15, 1870--his
funeral services were held on the floor above, and his body was placed
in a temporary vault.

Status: A large vault in the basement of the chapel holds the .
remains of Lee, his wife and a number of other members of his family.
Adjoining the vault is Lee's office, rewmalning just as he left it
on his last day. Nearby is a small museum on the life of Lee and
on the institution which the trustees, immediately after his death,

renamed Washington and Lee.

b, BOUNDARIES: Lee Chapel is located just off Jefferson Street,
on the campus of Washington & Lee Unlversity, Lexington, Virginia.
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In this chapel on the campus of Washington and Lee University,
Robert E. Lee and members of his family are 'buried. The chapel
also containg Lee's office as Pregident -of the University, and

now containe the famous Valentine recumpent.
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