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The City of Lexington is located in the Valley of Virginia at the center 
of Rockbridge County. The Lexington BreservaEion District: includes must  
of the nor f l~ern  end and a good deaf,  of the ce.'t~tral p o r t l o n  of town.  The 
typograpl~y of the land with in  the d i s t r i c t  cons is ts of a broad plateau at 
the sout'r~ end that narrows and curves. to the northeast  ae a r i d g e  being 
f lattencd on top. The s l o p e s  an three  of  the four s i d e s  are caused e i the r  
by the P:rrury Rtver to the north or by j.ts tr ibutaries  to the east or wcs t 
of the district. The town serves as t he  crossroads for  P,oute 60 (Nel son 
Street) running east-west and Route 11 (Plain Street) which r u n s  down 'be 
Va J. ley.  

The northern -half :  ., of th,e d i s t r i c t i i s  almost entfrely devoted t o  t h e  college- 
owned 'bu i l d i l e s  o r  collegeLiampus ;buildings of Washington and Lee Uni .~r r r s  i t y  
and t h e  virginia  ililitg+ri Ins t i t u t e .  - The designs of t he  two schools, are: 
as  d i f f e r e n t  as are their rnGthodk3-of Instruction. The military life of 
WI is w e l l  expressed in the castellated designs by a r c h i t e c t ,  A, J .  Davis, 
for the barracks and res idences tiia t surround the expansive parade grrmnd . 
?'he schoo l  continues the styles set: by t he  four-story stuccoed barracks w i t 1 1  
t he i r  t o t ~ e l - s  and c rene l l a t ions .  The t r a d i t i o n a l  q u a l i t i e s  o f  tl & L s tuden t  
Lifc can be seen in Washington Hall, the central red brick block and white 
s tuccoecl p o r t i c o  begun by John Jordoa in 1823, with its f l ank ing  wings and 
dependency addi ~ i a n s .  Jvs  t below the south end of the l-lne of bui ld ings  
s t ands  the Lee Chapel, w l ~ e r e  General Lee was buried i n  1870; Lhis Row~nzsque 
s trucrure w a s  cornple t ed  in 1868 and was recently re8 t o r e d .  TIlj-s impressive 
range of  brick structures faces ~ n t o  a bread green sward with ],etcher Avenue 
below. This avenue, which begins a t  the. entrance to  the W & X, campus and 
ends at the WII parade grounds, is l i n e d  w i t h  brick and  frame r e ~ ~ d e n t i a l  
buildings uttlizing a variety of porch d e s i g n s .  
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The comescia1 area of the Frcserva t ion D i s t r i c t  occupies the nidd le 5 locks 
of: mETaZn, ,Streat: as .well: .as port-lons OF two paral le l  streets (Fandolph and 
Jefferson S t r e e t s ) .  Included i n  this area a re  severah brick rorrs which 
range in age from the early nineteenth century -to the early tventj-eth 
centttrp. The heaviest  concentsa tion of brick three-s tory bulldings wf tlk 
gable r o o f s  occurs between Washingto3 and Henry Stree t s  on &tin S t rcc t  : 
especially f i n e  is the c Zrcz 1790 Alexander - -I.!i throw House a+ the northwcs t 
corner of WasI~ington and P b i n  Stre.e ts with its glazed brick diaper  work, 
three-story facade and bracketed cornice .  A 1 1  05 the older buildings on 
Mizin Street  hzve t he i r  basements largely exposed due to s t reet  grading and 
adjus truents fo r  storefronts Iinve been made accord ingly ,  Several clturches 
remain on.Ehin Street: w i t h  the m9st signi f icant  being rhe Lexington 
Presbyter ian  Church, a massive Greek Revival structt:rc built in 1843 at the 
i n t e r s e c t i o n  w i t h  Nelson S t r e e t .  Also i.n t h i s  area i s  the  br ick ,  t r m -  
story C o u r t  nouse set bcck from the  street  w i t h  f l ank ing  off ices  for lawyers 
ancl profess ioillzl peop 1 e ; these o f f i c e s  creatlr! a sec Luded c o u r t y a r d  i n  the 
heart of the comnrercial area. 

T ~ E !  r e~nq in ing  pcrtions cE the d i s t r ic t :  are devoted t o  r e s i d e n t l a 1  
building? cf trhich there are scveral general types. S t o n e ,  h l l f l t  hy 
Joxclon i.n 1818, s t a n d s  at t h e  northernmost poS.nt of thcl d i s  trlct: and was 
designed in t h ~  temple f r6n t ' form s irnilar t o  E p p j . n ~ t g n ,  Chesterfield Cou:?t~r 
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and the S e ~ ~ ~ p l e  Ilouse, Williarnsburg, ?hs examples of the " ' ~ i c t u r e s q ~ e  
. Cottage" arc bu i . l t  in either brick or h a r d  and batten wTth steep cross 

gab le  roofs and carpenters1 scrollvrork. ltqo f i.ne b r f c k  cottages r.r? tIie 
Presbyterian b n s e  at  5 White S trcet with  another near the col-zler of 
Jef:erson and FlcDov;.;ell Streets; a superb board and b a t t e n  cot tagc s ;c..nds 
beloby the parade grounds on Leccher Avenuz and another is on the soil.th 
side of Jordan Street. There are a number of mid-an3 la te- nineteenth-  
cerl tury 3ricIr houses t l i th  i r regular  p l a n s  and 10~i p j-tched roofs;  several 
are located around the south end of W i n  Street ,  larger wersi~ns of tlles13: 
s t r t ~ c t u ~ e s  s tand  on the v e s t  a i d e  of the XOO block of Lee Avenue in an 
eren notable  f o r  i t s  broad, shaded 1ar.n~ and t.41ite columned, one muc! tvro . 
s tory  porches set agains t  red Brick walls. 

Z'he cornor of F k s h i ~ g t o ~ ~  and b n d o l p h  Street has two interesting bri.ch 
structures diagona1J.y across ,the street from each ocher ,  Stone:.:aLj- 
3acksonqs House and IIsles tones are both early-nine teen th-centtlry t r m  x tor->- 
huildi.ngs r~ll ich have hacl pilasters and pediments added. Just  wxt: :cr 
Ilales t0ne.s is the Castle, supposed1.y the o l d e s t  structure i x ~  t hz  c i t y  
but whose s tonework has been covered by pebble-point: s tucco, Ltxi ng t on  57s I br considerable num3er of late-nine teen th- century  and ear7.y- t ~ c r ~ t i c  til-cent~rq-. 
f rane houses allude to the Queen Anne or Colon ia l  Revivzl t a s t e s ,  I 
2, Eounded on the north by the souf5-qes tern  t r i - bu t a ry  of F:aury Rivcr ztid 

the Chesapeake and Ol~f-o R a i l r o a d ,  boufided on tlte south by Edn!onr?son 
Avenue, extencling to the  east 800 feet  e a s t  of PanrloI.p?~ S t ,  , bounded 2r. 

. t he  vest by the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroacl, 

6. IIistoric Anierican Eui-ldings Survey Inventory 
1965 . , 

Fedesa 1. 
Lfhrary  of Congress 
KJashington, D. C. % I. 

- r 
. . 





Boley, Henry, Lexington i n  Old Virginia ,  1936. 
Crenshaw, Ol l inger ,  Generel Lee's College, 1969. 
b fo r to~~ ,  Oren F., & History a Rockbridge County Virginia ,  1920. 
Proceedings -- of the  Rockbridne County His to r i ca l  Soc re ty  ( t i t l e  v a r i e s ) ,  

7 vo l s .  t o  da te ,  pasqim. 
Tompkins, E. P., Rockbridge County, Virginia:  &Iriformal His tory ,  1952. 

1- 
0,13. GEOGRAPHICAL, .-. DATA ' $??:': ,' ""2 %:? 'CX'K' ,% i+' . -- ". ,<'<";*.:, .:, 4, * -.*. " .-> % - , + * < I  ;,.i L:, 

4 \-;j ' 
> --- ' - 

L A T I T U D E  A N 3  L O N G I T U D E  C O O R O I N I T E S  3 -  L A T I T U D E  AND LONGITUOE COORDINATES 

D E F I N I N G  A R E C T A N G L E  L O C A T I N G  THE P a O P E R T Y  0 D E F I N I N G  T H E  C E N T E R  P O I N T  O F  A P R O P E R T Y  

R O F  L E S S  T H A N  T E N  ACRES 

L A T I T U D E  ''. ' f '  ' . '.''LoN~?I~u'u~E... CORNER 

NW 
NE 

.SE 
S 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degreos Minutes Seconds 

. . 

acres . .  . 
L 4 

hlft A L L  S T A T E S  A N D  COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES O V E R L A P P I N G  S T A T E  O R  COUNTY BOUNDARIES. , 
w 

C O D E  COUNTY STATE:  - - - -  -. C O D E  

- - 
STATE: CODE COUNTY: . I; - -  

C O D E  

. . -  . . .  . .  - - 
S T A 1  E: CODE COUNTY: COD& 

. - 
STATE:  CODE COUNTY: C O D E  

..- 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE O F  NOMINATED PROPERTY:  

L A T I T U D E  

~ e z e c s  Minutes Seconds 

37 O 47.  35- 
37 47' 36' 
37 O 46' -42' 
17 Q A k *  69' 

S t a f f ,  Virginia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission, James W. 
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forth' Gy thc National Pa rk  Service.- :The rkcommended II Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic ~ r e s k t v a t i o r t  
level  of significance of th is  nomination is: 

As the designated Sia te  Lia ison Officer for t he  Na- 

:tiofla1 Historic Preserva:ion Act of 1966 (Publ ic  I.aw 

89-665). I hereby nornin?te th i s  property for inclusion 

- i n  the  Nation?! Register and  certify that i t  has  been 

eval*;a?ed according to  the  criteria and procedures s e t  

National B State  0 Loca l  a /I Date  

*).:.,-t, :- - I S . ! . ,  -! : ::s,. :,:.-:I --., , : 
I hereby certify that t h i s  property is included i n  t h e  

Register. 

Name - g .,EST: 

D r .  Edward P. Alexander, Chai.rrran I 
Keeper at The Nations! Re$ister - - - ., 

D a t e  6/26! 72 ---- 






