NPS Form 10-900 Il /2 : A?/ b / ¢ OMB No. 1024-0018

(Rev. 10-00) _ .

o /wf?_;{’/ ”/K]/Lf
United States Department of the Interior '
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

This form is for wee in nominating or ing determinations for individ 1:!mpen1es and digtricts. See instructions in How to Complere the Noriong! Register of Historic Plaves Regismrarion Form (National Register Bulletin
16A), Complete each item by mnrlm:g x* in the appropriate box or by entering the information requested. I any e does not apply 10 the property being documented, emter "N/A” for "not applicable.” For functions,
wrchdtecural classification, materials, and greas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructionms, Place additional entries snd narvative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a
typewriter, ward processar, or compruter, to complete all items,

1. Name of Property
historic name Lexington & Covington Turnpike Toll House
other names/site number  VDHR file no. 117-0042

2. Location

street & number 453 Lime Kiln Road N/A  not for publication
city or town Lexington ' " N/A  vicinity
state  Virginia code VA  county Lexington (indep. city) code 678  zip code 24450
3. State/Federal Agency Ceriification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify
that this _X nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for
registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional
requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property _X_ meets __ does not meet the National

Register Criteria. [ recommend that this property be considered significant  nationally _ statewide _X
locally. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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Signature of certifying bfficial/Title Date

State or Pedsmal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( ___ See continuation

sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official/Title Date

Sl ox Federal agéacy wnd bureas

4. 101, i

i hereby certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of
ction

__ entered in the National Register.
___ See continuation sheet.
____ determined eligible for the National Register.
___ See continuation sheet.
_ determined not eligible for the National Register.
____removed from the National Register.
_____other (explain):




Lexington vin T ike Toll H Lexington, Va,
Name of Property Counry ard State
5. Classification
Ownership of Property  Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
{Chock as many buxes as apply) (Check oaly one box) (Do not include previouslty listed resources in the coumt.)
X_ private _X_ building{s} Contributing Noncontributing
____ public-local _ district i Q0  buildings
___ pubhc-State _ site I 0  siles
____ public-Federal ____structure d 0  structures
___ obiect 0 0 objects
2 0 Total

Name of related multiple property listing

(Epter "N/A™ if property is not part of & muktiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Historic Funciions

(Enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions
{Enrer categories from instructions)

Cutegory Subcategory Cutegory Subcategory
TRANSPORTATION road-related (vehicular) DOMESTIC single dwelling
DOMESTIC single dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

Federal
Viclorian

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more contiquation sheets.)

{Enter categaries from instructions)

foundation Stone

walls Brick

Wood
roof Metal
other
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Name of Property

8. Statement of Significance

Lexington, Va.

County abd State

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in ooe o more boxes for the criveria qualifying
the propecty for Nationa! Register listing )

X_A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
histary.

B Property is associated With the lives of persons
significamt in our past.

X cC Property embodies the distinctive characweristics of
a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the wark of a master, or possesses high
artistic valves, of fepresents 2 mignificant and
distinguishable emtity whose components Jack
individual distinction.

D Property bas yielded, or is likely 10 yield,

information important in prehistory or bistory.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious

!

purpases.
removed from its original location.

|

Period of Significance
Ca. 1834-1925

B
. a birthplace or a grave.
I A Cethetery.
___E & reconstracted building, object, or srructure.
¥ A cOmmEmOrative properTy.
G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past fifty years.

TRANSPORTATION

ARCHITECTURE

Significant Dates

Ca,. 1834

Significant Person
(Completz if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

N/A N/A
Architect/Builder
Tompkins Fulton il s 1 1

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the propérty on one or mare continuation sheets.)

Major Bibliographi T

Bibliography

{Cite the books, mi::lcs,andodmrmmuwdinwepaﬁngmisfwmmmc_mmmemﬁnumm.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

____preliminary determination of individual listing

(36 CFR 67) has been requested
___ previously listed in the National Register

___ previously determined eligible by the National

Register
___ designated a National Historic Landmark

. recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#

___recorded by Historic American Engineering Record

#

Primary location of additional data:
_X_ State Historic Preservation Office
___ Other State agency

__ Federal agency

___ Local government

__ University

__ Other

Name of repository:




. ¢ Covineton Turnpike Toll House

Mame of Property

1 raphic;

Acreage of Property approximately 0.39 acres

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continyation sheet)
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1 1 636100 4183050 31
21 4 1

Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property ou a continuation sheet )

Boundary Justification

(Explain why the boundaries were selectes] on & continuation heet. )

11, Form Prepared By

name/title J. Daniel Pezzoni

organization Landmark Preservation Associates date June 23, 2004
street & number 6 Houstop St. telephone {540) 464-5315
city or town Xin state VA zip code 24450

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items

(Check with the SHPO o FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO ar FPO.)

name an Pr 1es LL
street & number 15A andol telephone {540) 464-1008
city or town xington  state VA zip code 24450

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collerted for applications to the Nitional Regiser of Historic Places to ftomisate properties for listing or dewermine eligibiliny for lising, 1o list propenics, and w

amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 o1 seq.).

Estimmed Burden Statement: Public reponting burden for this form is estimated 1o average 18.1 hours per resp includiag the time for reviewing ingtructions, gatbering aod mainaining dats, aAnd completing and reviewing
the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this farm to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, Natiomal Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washingron, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of

Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Progect (1024-0018), Washingion, DC 20503,
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION
Summary

The Lexington & Covington Turnpike Toll House is located at 453 Lime Kiln Road in the
City of Lexington, Virginia. The ca. 1834 and later one-story house occupies a 0.39-acre lot
on the south side of the intersection of Lime Kiln Road and Enfield Road, both of which
once formed part of the course of the Lexington & Covington Turnpike (see Exhibit A). The
Toll House stands above a small branch, a tributary of Woods Creck and the Maury and
James Rivers. The house is surrounded by mostly historic residential development including a
property known as the Stone Cottage or Davis House (VDHR file no. 117-0025) that stands
across Enfield Road, and a row of four one-story houses that were apparently built in the
1920s by H. C. Slusser, a former owner of the Toll House. Bordering the Toll House lot on
the south side, across the branch, is a steep wooded slope.

The Lexington & Covington Turnpike Toll House is oriented with its road front facing
north-northeast. (For convenience the house is described as having a north-south orientation
with the south elevation described as the rear; see Exhibit B for floor plan.) The original
section is the two-room brick tolt house, presumably built ca. 1834, which has a Flemish-
bond front, a molded brick cornice, and gable end chimneys (one now interior). A board-
and-batten frame ell was added during the period 1865-67, its stone basement story probably
functioned as a kitchen and the main level as a dining room. Two vertical plank or "boxed”
rooms were added to the east gable end of the original section, probably during the early
1870s, giving the house an overall U form. A Victorian porch and mantels may date to 1887,
the frame and boxed sections of the house were weatherboarded, apparently in the early
twentieth century (possibly in 1904); and a final boxed addition was made to the rear filling
in the U (aiso possibly 1904). The Toll House suffered severe deterioration during the second -
half of the twentieth century. The house was stabilized and some rehabilitation wo.k
undertaken between 1997 and 2004. Rehabilitation in accordance with the Secretary’s
Standards commenced in the winter of 2004. “

Inventory

1. Lexington & Covington Turnpike Toll House. Ca. 1834 and later. Contributing building.
2. Spring House Ruin. 19th century. Contributing site.
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Description (continued)

Exterior

The exterior of the Lexington & Covington Turnpike Toll House records evidence of the
complex sequence of additions and alterations that has occurred since original construction.
The ca. 1834 original brick construction, weatherboard siding on the frame and boxed
sections, and sectiops of vertical board sheathing on the rear elevation are painted white and
probably have been continuously since the early twentieth century. The brick section has a
Flemish-bond front elevation and American-bond gable end and rear elevations, and on its
west gable end is an exterior brick chimney with three-sided stepped shoulders (rather than
shoulders only on the two narrow sides, as is typical). The shoulders were rebuilt about 2000
and the three-sided form retained. The weatherboards cover what was originally board-and-
batten siding on the 1860s frame ell (the battens were removed when the weatherboards were
added) and the structural planks of the boxed sections. The weatherboards are nailed on with
wire nails and may have been added in 1904 (tax records indicate a $75 improvement that
year). The board-and-batten siding and the planks of the boxed section were originally
whitewashed and later painted gray. Some walls of the brick section appear to have been
given a light red or pink wash, possibly before the Civil War, and were also whitewashed.

The house is covered by a metal-sheathed gable roof in three sections forming a U with the
opening of the U facing south. The last boxed addition filled in the U with a shed roof. The
roof over the east boxed rooms has shaped exposed rafter ends. The roof over the brick
section has original rafter ends that have been hewn down to conform in shape to the rafter
erds over the boxed rooms. At some point the entire roof over the brick section was lowered,
presumably so as to form a continuous roof plane over the brick and boxed sections. In order
t lower the roof the rafter ends were crudely cut through a molded brick cornice.

Under the brick section is an unpainted limestone foundation. Under the frame ell is a
limestone foundation covered with a cementlike stucco on the presently interior east wall and
with ca. 2000 concrete on the south and west walls. The stucco on the east wall is scored to
simulate ashiar masonry; the other walls apparently had a stucco finish with similar scoring
prior to resurfacing. Under the northeast boxed room is a crude fieldstone foundation that
was partially replaced with cinder block during the 2004 rehabilitation. Under the southeast
and middle rear boxed rooms are wood post foundations with an enclosure of vertical boards.
Sections of this foundation had rotted away and/or had been removed by the early 2000s,
resulting in subsidence of the boxed rooms above. Consequently the wood post foundations
were replaced during the 2004 rehabilitation with board-and-batten stud wall on a cinder
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block foundation. Under the boxed rooms and center passage is a crude, undulating rubble
wall that may have been a formerly exterior retaining wall (it appears too irregular and
crudely constructed to have served as a foundation).

Most of the Toll House window openings are provided with double-hung 2/2 wood sash
windows dating to the late nineteenth or early twentieth centuries. The two windows on the
front of the brick section have molded surrounds that may date to ca. 1834; if so, they were
reused when the two window openings were created in the late nineteenth century (see
discussion next paragraph). Most of the front and side windows have or had louvered wood
shutters with iron pintles and other hardware. There is a 4/4 window on the south elevation
of the southeast boxed room that may date to the 1870s or is a recycled window inserted later
on this less-visible elevation. (This window was replaced during the 2004 rehabilitation owing
to its advanced state of deterioration.) The middle rear boxed room has two 2/2 windows that
differ from the others in proportion (these were removed as a result of a small rear addition
made during the 2004 rehabilitation).

As originally constructed the brick section featured a four-bay road front with two entries
tflanked by windows at the ends. The entries and window openings were bricked up and two
new window openings created in the late nineteenth century. This was apparently done to
close off the north elevation from the road (new entries had been created on the east and west
sides, as described below) and to create a more regular spacing of windows on the elevation,
which now included a window on the north side of the northeast boxed room. The east entry
occupies the space betwren the brick section and the frame ell and contains an entry with a
four-panel door, five iight sidelights, a transom, chamfered upright members between the
sidelights and door, a seinicircular molding on the member that spans the door and sidelights,
and sawn brackets -t the top. The west entry has a wood and glass panel door, a two-light
sidelight, and a screen door with a decorative wooden frame. Other entries with batten doors
open on the first and basement stories of the rear elevation. They formerly opened onto a
two-tier back porch with a porch stair and a partial enclosure on the second tier. The porch
was apparently added to the house in the early twentieth century, and it was removed between
1991 and the early 2000s. The entry next to the southeast corner of the ell foundation has a
beaded batten door.

The principal decorative exterior feature is the porch on the east elevation, which has
chamfered posts and pilasters with molded neckings above which spring curved, scalloped
brackets. Small sawn ornaments project from the bottom edge of the frieze boards between
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the posts. The balustrade is formed of slats with circular and diamond cutouts; the slats are
set edge to edge to give the appearance of a solid surface with piercings. The porch also has
a beaded tongue-and-groove ceiling and tongue-and-groove floor boards. The porch pilasters
and brackets are constructed with cut nails but they are wire-nailed to the weatherboards, and
the roof structure appears to be wire-nailed. Presumably the posts and other porch
components were removed and reattached when the house was weatherboarded. Mortises and
nail holes on one pilaster appear to be associated with an earlier balustrade. Presently the
posts, pilasters, ceiling, and brackets are painted white and the top and bottom rails of the
balustrade and the frieze boards and pendant ornaments are painted dark green (the house has
been painted white with green trim since at least 1938). At one time the posts, pilasters, and
brackets were painted brown and the ceiling was painted a vivid light blue.

Historic photographs from 1938 and later show the former porch on the west side, which
may have been added to the house at the same time as the 1860s frame ell. The porch had
square posts (apparently chamfered), square or rectangular balusters, and a lattice
underpinning. This porch had been replaced by a deck by the late twentieth century. A porch
on turned posts was added at the location during the period 1997-2004. At the south end of
the porch on the house wall are mortises associated with the balustrade and roof structure of
the historic porch.

Other structural and decorative features appear on the exterior. In the east gable is a narrow
bargeboard with a cut-out pattern of alternating three and four-lobed ornaments. Many of the
ornaments had broken off by 2004, and the targeboard was replaced by a new one of the
same design. In the weatherboards of the (wo rear gable ends are small diamond-shaped
cutout vent holes. Under the window at the eas. end of the north elevation is a paneled apron
which is repeated on the interior. The top ut a brick chimney rises above the front roof ridge
(it is the top of the formerly exterior chimney at the east end of the original brick section). A
brick chimney with stepped shoulders {only the two sides) rises from a high stone base (now
with concrete parging) at the south gable end of the frame ell.

Interior: Main Level

The interior is characterized by wood floors, four-panel and batten doors, moided and plain
baseboards, and a variety of wall and ceiling teatments. The two rooms of the brick section
retain 4 number of original features. The east room has a simple architrave mantel described
by architectural historian Mark Wenger as consisting of a "quirked ovolo back band applied
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to a plain field of flush joiner, all surmounted by a plain shelf.” The mantel also has a
narrow cove molding under the shelf, a brick hearth, a formerly plastered brick fireplace
surround, an iron lintel, and two stove flue holes (one on top of the lintel, the other in the
wall above the mantel). The east and west rooms are divided by a beaded vertical board
partition that may originally have been painted an off-white color with one or more later
coats of brown paint. An enclosed stair formerly rose along the partition in the west room.
The stair was accessed from the east room through a doorway cut into the partition at its
south end (whether it could also be accessed from the west room can no longer be
determined). The stair may not have been original since its stringer appears to have been
applied over one or more layers of paint. The stair entry was closed off with unpainted
boards. A doorway with plain trim now connects the two rooms.

The east and west rooms also have features and traces of features from the historic and
modern periods. Both rooms formerly had chair rails. In the east room, the four-panel door
on the south wall has pottery knobs and peak-section panels with simple brown graining on
the passage side. The four-panel door on the east wall has an oval lock plate and butt hinges
with three-lobed hinge plates (resembling a fleur-de-lis). On the walls are vestiges of late
nineteenth century walipaper with a design of dark olive green arabesques on a cream field.
The paper is also decorated with hatching, goid highlights, and pendant fleur-de-lis finials on
the arabesques (perhaps a design tie-in to the fleur-de-tis-like hinges). The east room ceiling
has a swirl-pattern modern plaster finish over plain wallpaper.

The west wall of the west room was rebuilt between 1997 and 2004. Ut is exposed brick with
a projecting segmental arch brick surround around the fireplace, v/hich is lined with yellow
fire brick and has a brick hearth. Two steel rods project above the fireplace as supports for a
wood mantel shelf that was not installed. Formerly the fireplace nad a Victorian mantel that
is stored in the house (presumably the room originally had a mantel similar to the one in the
‘west brick room). The Victorian mante!l has a frieze and pilasters with molded faces, carved
brackets in pairs at the ends of the frieze, a bed molding under the shelf, and chamfering. On
the south wall of the room is a four-panel door with deteriorated brown graining on the
passage side over an earlier light brown color. The door has had the moldings removed from
its surround but it retains pottery and porcelain knobs and a three-light transom. The sash-
sawn ceiling joists have plaster key stains indicative of a former plaster-and-lath cetling. Over
the door opening to the east room is a patch of nineteenth century wallpaper with a diaper
design of interweaving light pink ribands, pink and olive green arabesques, and dark pink
wreaths (see Exhibit C). Later, twentieth ceniury wallpaper includes an Art Nouveau-
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influenced paper with red and green arabesques on a tan field and a later Colonial Revival
paper with blue and cream flowers and undulating vertical garlands on a pink field.

Between the west room of the original section and the frame ell is the west end of the passage
that passes entirely through the house. During rehabilitation a stair was found under the cut-
nailed floor boards of the passage. The stair descended to a passage in the bascment that may
originally have been a porch on the east side of the ell. Presumably the stair once served to
connect the ell basement (apparently a kitchen) with the ell main level (apparently a dining
room). The stair was as wide as the passage, and there is evidence that the west end of the
passage may at one time have been partitioned off from the rest. The stair was halved in
width by the end of the nineteenth century, presumably so persons could walk around it from
one end of the passage to the other., When the stair was floored over a section of a wooden
handrail with mortises for slender balusters was used as a joist. In the late 1930s and 1940s
the stairwell was enclosed, and a door that opened into it from the passage was permanently
closed.

The room in the ell is divided from the passage by a vertical beaded board partition (studs
and drywall were later added to the boards) with two door openings (one in use, the other
infilled with boards). The other walls of the room have plaster over split laths that are cut-
nailed to mortise-and-tenoned, circular-sawn framing. The room formeriy had a plaster-and-
lath ceiling. In the room, and apparently original to it, is a simple Greek Revival mantel of
cut-nailed circular-sawn board construction. The fireplace has a brick hearth and iron [infel
over the opening.

The oldest of the three boxed rooms are the northeast and southeast rooms, which probably
date to the early 1870s (see architectural analysis). The most recent is the middle rear room,
which apparently dates to the early twentieth century, perhaps 1904. In the northeast room is
the formerly exterior east chimney of the original toll house. It was cut back so that it does
not project as far as originally, presumably to create more space in the room, and there is
evidence of two (upper and lower) stove flue holes. Despite the alteration to the chimney it
retains its original three-sided stepped shoulders above ceiling level. On the formerly exterior
brick wall to the south side of the chimney are six wood pegs set into the brickwork, two on
the south side of the door and four on the north side. They may have served as nailers for
some long-vanished feature (signage giving turnpike toil rates?). The plank walls have what
appears to be original cardboard-like wallpaper with a pattern of green, red, pink, and white
floral arabesques on a three-tone green field with horizontal hatching (see Exhibit C and
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architectural analysis). The original beaded tongue-and-groove ceiling boards, painted gray,
were cut-nailed to circular-sawn joists. The ceiling and some walls were covered over with
studs and drywall.

The southeast boxed room has beaded tongue-and-groove wall and ceiling sheathing now
painted light green. In the northwest corner is a built-in cabinet of the same material with
decorative metal pulls and locks, a stained interior, and tin rat proofing. Also in the room are
a ceiling stove flue hole and a sink. The middle rear boxed room is entered through a batten
door with graining on the side facing the passage. The partition between the room and the
passage is constructed of vertical tongue-and-groove boards painted pink with a gray border
at the top. A brick flue formerly attached to this wall. The ceiling and west wall are plaster
over circular-sawn lath attached with wire nails; the west wall has several generations of
floral wallpaper.

The passage that runs through the house from east to west ts defined by the formerly exterior
American-bond rear wall of the original toll house and the vertical board and tongue-and-
groove walls of the various additions. The brick wall has yellow paint into which are
scratched the initials and date AJ 1953. At the point where the original west end of the
passage was extended are vestiges of dark red wallpaper with a floral pattern in shades of
pink.

Interior: Attic

in the attic over the original section are visible the original sash-sawn rafters, lapped and
r«gged at the ridge and carved with Roman numeral builder’s marks. The attic was formerly
floored; the floor boards have been removed but the cut nails that fastened them remain.
There i1s evidence for original wood shingle roofing. Above the east wall of the original
section is a partially dismantled brick gable. Enough of the gable survives to indicate that it
had two squarish windows on each side of the chimney, and there is a stove flue hole in the
parging of the chimney. The windows--presumably there were also two in the west gable--and
the evidence for the floor and stove as well as the former stair in the west room all point to
the attic having been a habitable garret. The attic over the frame ell, which could be accessed
from the original section attic, has common rafters that are butted and nailed at the ridge.
The common rafters over the northeast boxed room are also butted and nailed.
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Interior: Basecment

In the crawlspace under the original section are visible log floor joists with the bark still on
them. The earliest basement is located under the eli. It has mud plaster over stone walls, a
ceiling of plaster over circular-sawn lath, and evidence of a former baseboard that was
probably part of a now missing wood floor. In the plaster on the south wall 1s a stove flue
hole. The room is entered on the east side through a batten door painted brown with initials
and numerals written on it in chalk. A pulley is affixed to the top of the door, near a large
cut nail with an augmented head that may have served as a hook for hanging items (a similar
nail is driven into a plate in the east basement room). A window next to the door was
converied into a storage cabinet with shelves constructed with cut nails. This probably
occurred in the late 1880s since scraps of a November 7, 1885 issue of the New York Weekly
Tribune were used to paper over the gaps between the boards of the cabinet lining. The
cabinet has a double-leaf door. One leaf appears to be original and is constructed of beaded
vertical boards painted brown with chalked initials and names including V.R.C. and Louise.
The other leaf is a replacement constructed from reused planks from one of the boxed
additions (the planks stiil have whitewash and gray paint). A window on the west wall is
boarded up.

Under the middle rear and southeast boxed rooms are basements that have or formerly had
exterior plank walls, ceilings with plaster over wire-nailed circular-sawn lath, and wood
floors on sleepers (the middle room has a frond-pattern green linoleum mat. Between the two
rooms is a vertical boar ] partition constructed with beaded and plain boards painted brown.
The two post suppor.s between the rooms have diagonal up-braces that are encased with
beaded tongue-and-gronve. Under the northeast and southeast boxed rooms are sills with
mortise-and-tenoned and pegged joints. In the southeast basement room appear the dated
initials RC June 15 1935.

The middie basement room was used as a workshop in the 1930s, and it once may also have
functioned as a kitchen (superseding the one in the ell). The room’s plaster-and-fath north
wall, which backs up to unexcavated dirt and the stone wall-like feature described above, has
a built-in cabinet that may have served as a cooler. An opening at the west end of the wall
probably served for additional storage, and/or to access a stove flue that ran from the room
into the base of the brick rive that formerly passed up through the middle rear room. Graffiti
in the room include he imtials H.V.P., N.L.S., and V.H.C. The basement served primarily
for storage in the mid-twentieth century.
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Description (continued)
Springhouse Ruin

In a low-lying area to the west of the house is a springhouse ruin of coursed limestone
construction. The ruin comprises three rectangular chambers. Of the two chambers at the
south end, the east one has a trough-like character. The single chamber at the north end has
vestiges of an entry and possibly steps on the east side, and its north end has a crudely
rounded or V-shaped form. Spring water enters the structure from an opening under a large
stone lintel at the north end and flows through small rectangular openings to pass out of the
structure at the south end {and thence to the branch).

The springhouse had a two-level frame superstructure with weatherboard siding and a gable
roof. The section over the north chamber of the foundation had latticed walls; over it
projected the enclosed second level. The upper and lower levels were illuminated by small
rectangular openings with louvered wood shutters. The form and construction of the former
superstructure suggests it may have been built in the late nineteenth century, possibly in the
1860s or 1870s. An 1891 map shows the spring and appears to show the superstructure.

Integrity Statement

The Lexington & Covington Turnpike Toll House possesses good integrity from the period of
significance (ca. 1834 to 1925). All phases of the architectural evolution of the house are
apparent, and it retains many original and later historic exterior and interior features. The
property also possesses good integrity of setring. Adjacent houses date primarily from the
antebellum period to the 1920s, and they re.urd a gradual transition from sparsely populated
rural landscape to an early string-town submib of Lexington. Among these houses is the
National Register-eligible Stone Cottage (Davis House; 117-0025). The course of the
Lexington & Covington Turnpike remains in use, and the house preserves its historic close
proximity to the road.

In 2004 a state and federal tax credit rehabilitation began that at this writing (early May
2004) is nearing completion and has been approved by the Virginia Department of Historic
Resources. The rehabilitation has already corrected severe subsidence and water infiltration
problems. The character-defining exterior features of the house will be preserved. Some
alteration will be made to the less-visible rear t.cvation, including a smail basement and main
level addition that extends the middle rear boxed room. Greater alteration will be necessary
on the interior, especially in the boxed rooms that are inherently insufficiently insulated and
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do not have wall cavities for electrical wiring or other systems. It will be necessary to
construct stud walls against the boxed walls, altering their thickness but not resulting in their
removal. In order that the central passage plan and basic room arrangement of the house may
be retained, bathrooms and storage will be created in the middie rear room, the latest and
most crudely finished of the boxed rooms. The rehabilitated Toll House will be used as a
single-family rental dwelling.













































































