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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION 

Summary 

The Lexington & Covington Turnpike Toll House is located at 453 Lime Kiln Road in the 
City of Lexington, Virginia. The ca. 1834 and later one-story house occupies a 0.39-acre lot 
on the south side of the intersection of Lime Kiln Road and Enfield Road, both of which 
once formed part of the course of the Lexington & Covington Turnpike (see Exhibit A). The 
Toll House stands above a small branch, a tributary of Woods Creek and the Maury and 
James Rivers. The house is surrounded by mostly historic residential development including a 
property known as the Stone Cottage or Davis House (VDHR file no. 117-0025) that stands 
across Enfield Road, and a row of four one-story houses that were apparently built in the 
1920s by H. C. Slusser, a former owner of the Toll House. Bordering the Toll House lot on 
the south side, across the branch, is a steep wooded slope. 

The Lexington & Covington Turnpike Toll House is oriented with its road front facing 
north-northeast. (For convenience the house is described as having a north-south orientation 
with the south elevation described as the rear; see Exhibit B for floor plan.) The original 
section is the two-room brick toll house, presumably built ca. 1834, which has a Flemish- 
bond front, a molded brick cornice, and gable end chimneys (one now interior). A board- 
and-batten frame ell was added during the period 1865-67; its stone basement story probably 
functioned as a kitchen and the main level as a dining room. Two vertical plank or "boxed" 
rooms were added to the east gable end of the original section, probably during the early 
1870s, giving the house an overall U form. A Victorian porch and mantels may date to 1887; 
the frame and boxed sections of the house were weatherboarded, apparently in the early 
twentieth century (possibly in 1904); and a final boxed addition was made to the rear filling 
in the U (also possibly 1904). The Toll House suffered severe deterioration during the second : 

half of the twentieth century. The house was stabilized and some rehabilitation wo.k 
undertaken between 1997 and 2004. Rehabilitation in accordiince with the Secretary'.. 
Standards commenced in the winter of 2004. '1 

Inventory 

1. Lexington & Covington Turnpike Toll House. Ca. 1834 and later. Contributing building. 
2. Spring House Ruin. 19th century. Contributing site. 
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Exterior 

The exterior of the Lexington & Covington Turnpike Toll House records evidence of the 
complex sequence of additions and alterations that has occurred since original construction. 
The ca. 1834 original brick construction, weatherboard siding on the frame and boxed 
sections, and sections of vertical board sheathing on the rear elevation are painted white and 
probably have been continuously since the early twentieth century. The brick section has a 
Flemish-bond front elevation and American-bond gable end and rear elevations, and on its 
west gable end is an exterior brick chimney with three-sided stepped shoulders (rather than 
shoulders only on the two narrow sides, as is typical). The shoulders were rebuilt about 2000 
and the three-sided form retained. The weatherboards cover what was originally board-and- 
batten siding on the 1860s frame ell (the battens were removed when the weatherboards were 
added) and the structural planks of the boxed sections. The weatherboards are nailed on with 
wire nails and may have been added in 1904 (tax records indicate a $75 improvement that 
year). The board-and-batten siding and the planks of the boxed section were originally 
whitewashed and later painted gray. Some walls of the brick section appear to have been 
given a light red or p~nk wash, possibly before the Civil War, and were also whitewashed. 

The house is covered by a metal-sheathed gable roof in three sections forming a U with the 
opening of the U facing south. The last boxed addition filled in the U with a shed roof. The 
roof over the east boxed rooms has shaped exposed rafter ends. The roof over the brick 
section has original rafter ends that have been hewn down to conform in shape to the rafter 
erds over the boxed rooms. At some point the entire roof over the brick section was lowered, 
presumably so as to form a continuous roof plane over the brick and boxed sections. In order 
t~ lower the roof the rafter ends were crudely cut through a molded brick cornice. 

Under the brick section is an unpainted limestone foundation. Under the frame ell is a 
limestone foundation covered with a cementlike stucco on the presently interior east wall and 
with ca. 2000 concrete on the south and west walls. The stucco on the east will is scored to 
simulate ashlar masonry; the other walls apparently had a stucco finish with similar scoring 
prior to resurfacing. Under the northeast boxed room is a crude fieldstone foundation that 
was partially replaced with cinder block during the 2004 rehabilitation. Under the southeast 
and middle rear boxed rooms are wood post foundations with an enclosure of vertical boards. 
Sestlons of this foundation had rotted away and/or had been removed by the early 2000s, 
resulting in subsidence of the boxed rooms above. Consequently the wood post foundations 
were replaced during the 2004 rehabilitation with board-and-batten stud wall on a cinder 
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block foundation. Under the boxed rooms and center passage is a crude, undulating rubble 
wall that may have been a formerly exterior retaining wall (it appears too irregular and 
crudely constructed to have served as a foundation). 

Most of the Toll House window openings are provided with double-hung 212 wood sash 
windows dating to the late nineteenth or early twentieth centuries. The two windows on the 
front of the brick section have molded surrounds that may date to ca. 1834; if so, they were 
reused when the two window openings were created in the late nineteenth century (see 
discussion next paragraph). Most of the front and side windows have or had louvered wood 
shutters with iron pintles and other hardware. There is a 414 window on the south elevation 
of the southeast boxed room that may date to the 1870s or is a recycled window inserted later 
on this less-visible elevation. (This window was replaced during the 2004 rehabilitation owing 
to its advanced state of deterioration.) The middle rear boxed room has two 212 windows that 
differ from the others in proportion (these were removed as a result of a small rear addition 
made during the 2004 rehabilitation). 

As originally constructed the brick section featured a four-bay road front with two entries 
flanked by windows at the ends. The entries and window openings were bricked up and two 
new window openings created in the late nineteenth century. This was apparently done to 
close off the north elevation from the road (new entries had been created on the east and west 
sides, as described below) and to create a more regular spacing of windows on the elevation, 
which now included a window on the north side of the northeast boxed room. The east entry 
occupies the space betwlen the brick section and the frame ell and contains an entry with a 
four-panel door, fiveiight sidelights, a transom, chamfered upright members between the 
sidelights and door, a s-~nicircular molding on the member that spans the door and sidelights, 
and sawn brackets :t the top. The west entry has a wood and glass panel door, a two-light 
sidelight, and a screen door with a decorative wooden frame. Other entries with batten doors 
open on the first and basement stories of the rear elevation. They formerly opened onto a 
two-tier back porch with a porch stair and a partial enclosure on the second tier. The porch 
was apparently added to the house in the early twentieth century, and it was removed between 
1991 and the early 2000s. The entry next to the southeast comer of the ell foundation has a 
beaded batten door. 

The principal decorative exterior feature is the porch on the east elevation, which has 
chamfered posts and pilhsters with molded neckings above which spring curved, scalloped 
brackets. Small sawn ornaments project from the bottom edge of the frieze boards between 
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the posts. The balustrade is formed of slats with circular and diamond cutouts; the slats are 
set edge to edge to give the appearance of a solid surface with piercings. The porch also has 
a beaded tongue-and-groove ceiling and tongue-and-groove floor boards. The porch pilasters 
and brackets are constructed with cut nails but they are wire-nailed to the weatherboards, and 
the roof structure appears to be wire-nailed. Presumably the posts and other porch 
components were removed and reattached when the house was weatherboarded. Mortises and 
nail holes on one pilaster appear to be associated with an earlier balustrade. Presently the 
posts, pilasters, ceiling, and brackets are painted white and the top and bottom rails of the 
balustrade and the frieze boards and pendant ornaments are painted dark green (the house has 
been painted white with green trim since at least 1938). At one time the posts, pilasters, and 
brackets were painted brown and the ceiling was painted a vivid light blue. 

Historic photographs from 1938 and later show the former porch on the west side, which 
may have been added to the house at the same time as the 1860s frame ell. The porch had 
square posts (apparently chamfered), square or rectangular balusters, and a lattice 
underpinning. This porch had been replaced by a deck by the late twentieth century. A porch 
on turned posts was added at the location during the period 1997-2004. At the south end of 
the porch on the house wall are mortises associated with the balustrade and roof structure of 
the historic porch. 

Other structural and decorative features appear on the exterior. In the east gable is a narrow 
bargeboard with a cut-out pattern of alternating three and four-lobed ornaments. Many of the 
ornaments had broken off by 2004, and the bargeboard was replaced by a new one of the 
same design. In the weatherboards of the ;wo rear gable ends are small diamond-shaped 
cutout vent holes. Under the window at the epsl end of the north elevation is a paneled apron 
whlch is repeated on the interior. The top ~t a brick chimney rises above the front roof ridge 
(it is the top of the formerly exterior chimney at the east end of the original brick section). A 
brick chimney with stepped shoulders (only the two sides) rises from a high stone base (now 
with concrete paging) at the south gable end of the frame ell. 

Interior: Main Level 

The interior is characterized by wood floors, four-panel and batten doors, molded and plain 
baseboards, and a variety of wall and ceiling t~atments.  The two rooms of the brick section 
retain a number of original features. The east room has a simple architrave mantel described 
by architectural historian Mark Wenger as consisting of a "quirked ovolo hack band applied 
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to a plain field of flush joiner, all surmounted by a plain shelf." The mantel also has a 
narrow cove molding under the shelf, a brick hearth, a formerly plastered brick freplace 
surround, an iron lintel, and two stove flue holes (one on top of the lintel, the other in the 
wall above the mantel). The east and west rwms are divided by a beaded vertical board 
partition that may originally have been painted an off-white color with one or more later 
coats of brown paint. An enclosed stair formerly rose along the partition in the west rwm. 
The stair was accessed from the east rwm through a doorway cut into the partition at its 
south end (whether it could also be accessed from the west rwm can no longer be 
determined). The stair may not have been original since its stringer appears to have been 
applied over one or more layers of paint. The stair entry was closed off with unpainted 
boards. A dwrway with plain trim now connects the two rooms. 

The east and west rwms also have features and traces of features from the historic and 
modem periods. Both rwms formerly had chair rails. In the east room, the four-panel door 
on the south wall has pottery knobs and peak-section panels with simple brown graining on 
the passage side. The four-panel d w r  on the east wall has an oval lock plate and butt hinges 
with three-lobed hinge plates (resembling a fleur-de-lis). On the walls are vestiges of late 
nineteenth century wallpaper with a design of dark olive green arabesques on a cream field. 
The paper is also decorated with hatching, gold highlights, and pendant fleur-de-lis finials on 
the arabesques (perhaps a design tie-in to the fleur-de-lis-like hinges). The east room ceiling 
has a swirl-pattern modem plaster finish over plain wallpaper. 

The west wall of the west room was rebuilt between 1997 and 2004. It is exposed brick with 
a projecting segmental arch brick surround around the fireplace, v~hich is lined with yellow 
fire brick and has a brick hearth. Two steel rods project above the firsplace as supports for a 
wwd mantel shelf that was not installed. Formerly the fireplace nad a Victorian mantel that 
is stored in the house @resumably the rwm originally had a mantel similar to the one in the 
west brick room). The Victorian mantel has a frieze and pilasters with molded faces, carved 
brackets in pairs at the ends of the frieze, a bed molding under the shelf, and chamfering. On 
the south wall of the room is a four-panel door with deteriorated brown graining on the 
passage side over an earlier light brown color. The dwr  has had the moldings removed from 
its surround but it retains pottery and porcelain knobs and a three-light transom. The sash- 
sawn ceiling joists have plaster key stains indicative of a former plaster-and-lath ceiling. Over 
the d w r  opening to the east room is a patch of nineteenth century *dlpaper with a diaper 
design of interweaving light pink ribands, pink and olive green arabzsques, and dark pink 
wreaths (see Exhibit C). Later, twentieth century wallpaper includes an Art Nouveau- 
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influenced paper with red and green arabesques on a tan field and a later Colonial Revival 
paper with blue and cream flowers and undulating vertical garlands on a pink field. 

Between the west room of the original section and the frame ell is the west end of the passage 
that passes entirely through the house. During rehabilitation a stair was found under the cut- 
nailed floor boards of the passage. The stair descended to a passage in the basement that may 
originally have been a porch on the east side of the ell. Presumably the stair once served to 
connect the ell basement (apparently a kitchen) with the ell main level (apparently a &ning 
room). The stair was as wide as the passage, and there is evidence that the west end of the 
passage may at one time have been partitioned off from the rest. The stair was halved in 
width by the end of the nineteenth century, presumably so persons could walk around it from 
one end of the passage to the other. When the stair was floored over a section of a wooden 
handrail with mortises for slender balusters was used as a joist. In the late 1930s and 1940s 
the stairwell was enclosed, and a door that opened into it from the passage was permanently 
closed. 

The room in the ell is divided from the passage by a vertical beaded board partition (studs 
and drywall were later added to the boards) with two door openings (one in use, the other 
infilled with boards). The other walls of the room have plaster over split laths that are cut- 
nailed to mortise-and-tenoned, circular-sawn framing. The room formerly had a plaster-and- 
lath ceiling. In the room, and apparently original to it, is a simple Greek Revival mantel of 
cut-nailed circular-sawn board construction. The fireplace has a brick hearth and iron lintel 
over the opening. 

The oldest of the three boxed rooms are the northeast and southeast rooms, which probablj 
date to the early 1870s (see architectural analysis). The most recent is the middle rear room, 
which apparently dates to the early twentieth century, perhaps 1904. Ln the northeast room is 
the formerly exterior east chimney of the original toll house. It was cut back so that it does 
not project as far as originally, presumably to create more space in the room, and there is 
evidence of two (upper and lower) stove flue holes. Despite the alteration to the chimney it 
retains its original three-sided stepped shoulders above ceiling level. On the formerly exterior 
brick wall to the south side of the chimney are six wood pegs set into the brickwork, two on 
the south side of the door and four on the north side. They may have served as nailers for 
some long-vanished feature (signage giving turnpike toll rates'?). The plank walls have whzi 
appears to be original cardboard-like wallpaper with a pattern of green, red, pink, and wh'itc 
floral arabesques on a three-tone green field with horizontal hatching (see Exhibit C and 
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architectural analysis). The original beaded tongue-and-groove ceiling boards, painted gray, 
were cut-nailed to circular-sawn joists. The ceiling and some walls were covered over with 
studs and drywall. 

The southeast boxed room has beaded tongue-and-groove wall and ceiling sheathing now 
painted light green. In the northwest comer is a built-in cabinet of the same material with 
decorative metal pulls and locks, a stained interior, and tin rat proofing. Also in the room are 
a ceiling stove flue hole and a sink. The middle rear boxed room is entered through a batten 
door with graining on the side facing the passage. The partition between the room and the 
passage is constructed of vertical tongue-and-groove boards painted pink with a gray border 
at the top. A brick flue formerly attached to this wall. The ceiling and west wall are plaster 
over circular-sawn lath attached with wire nails; the west wall has several generations of 
floral wallpaper. 

The passage that runs through the house from east to west is defined by the formerly exterior 
American-bond rear wall of the original toll house and the vertical board and tongue-and- 
groove walls of the various additions. The brick wall has yellow paint into which are 
scratched the initials and date AJ 1953. At the point where the original west end of the 
passage was extended are vestiges of dark red wallpaper with a floral pattern in shades of 
pink. 

Interior: Attic 

In the attic over the original section are visible the original sash-sawn rafters, lapped and 
~f.gged at the ridge and carved with Roman numeral builder's marks. The attic was formerly 
floored; the floor boards have been removed but the cut nails that fastened them remain. 
There is evidence for original wood shingle roofing. Above the east wall of the original 
section is a partially dismantled brick gable. Enough of the gable survives to indicate that it 
had two squarish windows on each side of the chimney, and there is a stove flue hole in the 
paging of the chimney. The windows--presumably there were also two in the west gable--and 
the evidence for the floor and stove as well as the former stair in the west room all point to 
the attic having been a habitable garret. The attic over the frame ell, which could be accessed 
from the original section attic, has common rafters that are butted and nailed at the ridge. 
The common rafters over the northeast boxed room are also butted and nailed. 
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Interior: Basement 

In the crawlspace under the original section are visible log floor joists with the bark still on 
them. The earliest basement is located under the ell. It has mud plaster over stone walls, a 
ceiling of plaster over circular-sawn lath, and evidence of a former baseboard that was 
probably part of a now missing wood floor. In the plaster on the south wall is a stove flue 
hole. The room is entered on the east side through a batten door painted brown with initials 
and numerals written on it in chalk. A pulley is affixed to the top of the door, near a large 
cut nail with an augmented head that may have served as a hook for hanging items (a similar 
nail is dnven into a plate in the east basement room). A window next to the door was 
converted into a storage cabinet with shelves constructed with cut nails. This probably 
occurred in the late 1880s since scraps of a November 7, 1885 issue of the New York Weekly 
Tribune were used to paper over the gaps between the boards of the cabinet lining. The 
cabinet has a double-leaf door. One leaf appears to be original and is constructed of beaded 
vertical boards painted brown with chalked initials and names includ~ng V.R.C. and Louise. 
The other leaf is a replacement constructed from reused planks from one of the boxed 
additions (the planks still have whitewash and gray paint). A window on the west wall is 
boarded up. 

Under the middle rear and southeast boxed rooms are basements that have or formerly had 
exterior plank walls, ceilings with plaster over wire-nailed circular-sawn lath, and wood 
floors on sleepers (the middle room has a frond-pattern green linoleum mat. Between the two 
rooms is a vertical boar l partition constructed with beaded and plain boards painted brown. 
The two post suppors between the rooms have diagonal upbraces that are encased with 
beaded tongue-and-grcnue. Under the northeast and southeast boxed rooms are sills with 
mortise-and-tenoned and pegged joints. In the southeast basement room appear the dated 
initials RC June 15 1935. 

The middle basement room was used as a workshop in the 1930s, and it once may also have 
functioned as a kitchen (superseding the one in the ell). The room's plaster-and-lath north 
wall, which backs up to unexcavated dirt and the stone wall-lie feature described above, has 
a built-in cabinet that may have served as a cooler. An opening at the west end of the wall 
probably served for additional storage, and/or to access a stove flue that ran from the room 
into the base of the brich rlue that formerly passed up through the middle rear room. Graffiti 
in the room include h e  i~lltials H.V.P., N.L.S., and V.H.C. The basement served primarily 
for storage in the mid-twentieth century. 
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Springhouse Ruin 

In a low-lying area to the west of the house is a springhouse ruin of coursed limestone 
construction. The ruin comprises three rectangular chambers. Of the two chambers at the 
south end, the east one has a trough-like character. The single chamber at the north end has 
vestiges of an entry and possibly steps on the east side, and its north end has a crudely 
rounded or V-shaped form. Spring water enters the structure from an opening under a large 
stone lintel at the north end and flows through small rectangular openings to pass out of the 
structure at the south end (and thence to the branch). 

The springhouse had a two-level frame superstructure with weatherboard siding and a gable 
roof. The section over the north chamber of the foundation had latticed walls; over it 
projected the enclosed second level. The upper and lower levels were illuminated by small 
rectangular openings with louvered wood shutters. The form and construction of the former 
superstructure suggests it may have been built in the late nineteenth century, possibly in the 
1860s or 1870s. An 1891 map shows the spring and appears to show the superstructure. 

Integrity Statement 

The Lexington & Covington Turnplke Toll House possesses good integrity from the period of 
significance (ca. 1834 to 1925). All phases of the architectural evolution of the house are 
apparent, and it retains many original and later historic exterior and interior features. The 
property also possesses good integrity of setting. Adjacent houses date primarily from the 
antebellum period to the 1920s, and they rexrd a gradual transition from sparsely populated 
rural landscape to an early string-town s u b ~ ~ o  of Lexington. Among these houses is the 
National Register-eligible Stone Cottage (Davis House; 117-0025). The course of the 
Lexington & Covington Turnpike remains in use, and the house preserves its historic close 
proximity to the road. 

In 2004 a state and federal tax cre&t rehabilitation began that at this writing (early May 
2004) is nearing completion and has been approved by the Virginia Department of Historic 
Resources. The rehabilitation has already corrected severe subsidence and water infiltration 
problems. The character-defining exterior features of the house will be preserved. Some 
alteration will be made to the less-visible rear :.cvation, including a small basement and main 
level addition that extends the middle rea  box4 room. Greater alteration will be necessary 
on the interior, especially in the boxed rooms that are inherently insufficiently insulated and 
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do not have wall cavities for electrical wiring or other systems. It will be necessary to 
construct stud walls against the boxed walls, altering their thickness but not resulting in their 
removal. In order that the central passage plan and basic room arrangement of the house may 
be retained, bathrooms and storage will be created in the middle rear room, the latest and 
most crudely finished of the boxed rooms. The rehabilitated Toll House will be used as a 
single-family rental dwelling. 




















































