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The facade  of  the  Academy i s  a  c a r e f u l l y  balanced t h r e e - s t o r y  composition 
i n  the  Beaux-Arts t r a d i t i o n .  The r u s t i c a t e d  ground f l o o r  i s  p i e rced  by 
the main en t r ance  i n  the  c e n t e r ,  and by two l a r g e  windows on e i t h e r  s i d e .  
The o r i g i n a l  marquee ov'er t h e  en t r ance  has been r ep laced .  On the  second f l o o r  
t h e  end bays a r e  each s e t  i n  a n  a e d i c u l a ,  whi le  t h e  t h r e e  c e n t e r  hays a r e  
a rched .  The t h i r d  s t o r y  windows a r e  n e a r l y  square  and a r e  simply t r e a t e d .  
The bays on t h e  second and t h i r d  s t o r i e s  a r e  sepa ra t ed  by two-story 
p i l a s t e r s  suppor t ing  a n  e n t a b l a t u r e  and parapet .  

. 

As wi th  t h e  g r e a t  European t h e a t r e s  of t h e  e r a ,  t h e  f u l l  range of 
c l a s s i c a l  decora t ion  i s  reserved  f o r  t h e  i n t e r i o r .  The i n t e r i o r  p l a s t e r  
work is of t h e  f i n e s t  q u a l i t y  and su rv ives  i n  e x c e l l e n t  cond i t ion  a l though 
i t  has s tood neg lec t ed  f o r  more than a  decade. The decora t ion ,  f o r  t h e  
most p a r t ,  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  c o l o r  scheme. The pa in t ed  c e i l i n g  of  
c l a s s i c a l  f i g u r e s  a l s o  su rv ives  i n  good cond i t ion  a s  does the  o r i g i n a l  
a s b e s t o s  c u r t a i n .  

The gene ra l  i n t e r i o r  arrangement c o n s i s t s  of two ba lcon ies ,  an o r c h e s t r a  
and s i x  boxes ( s i n c e  a l t e r e d ) ,  and was c a r e f u l l y  planned s o  t h a t  good 
a c c o u s t i c s  and a good view of  t h e  s t a g e  were assured  f o r  every s e a t .  The 
s t a g e  a r e a  was b u i l t  t o  con ta in  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  handle a l l  types  of 
t h e a t r i c a l  product ions .  
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Completed i n  1905, t h e  Academy of  Music i s  an e x c e l l e n t  example of  t h e  
Beaux-Arts i n f luence  on American a r c h i t e c t u r e .  I ts e x t e r i o r  p r e s e n t s  a  
r e f i n e d  y e t  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  s ta tement  i n  t h e  C l a s s i c a l  idiom, wh i l e  t h e  
i n t e r i o r  decora t ion  i s  of  a  q u a l i t y  and r i chness  on a  par  w i t h  t h e  f i n e s t  
American t h e a t r e s  of  t h e  era. The s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  Academy does not  
l i e  j u s t  i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  of i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  however, f o r  i t  i s  one of  
t h e  only  su rv iv ing  l e g i t i m a t e  t h e a t r e s  of t h e  tu rn -o f - the -cen tu ry  per iod  
i n  V i r g i n i a .  For t h i s  reason i t  i s  an important  c u l t u r a l  landmark not  
only  for t h e  c i t y  of Lynchburg b u t  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  o f  V i r g i n i a  a s  we l l .  
During i t s  e a r l y  yea r s  t h e  Academy, w i t h  i t s  e l e g a n t  appointments and 
e x c e l l e n t  f a c i l i t i e s ,  provided a s e t t i n g  matched i n  q u a l i t y  t o  t h e  famous 
performers who played the re .  Some o f  t h e  more n o t a b l e  European and 
American names t o  appear  on i ts  s t a g e  included Paderewski, Pavlova, Sarah 
Bernhardt ,  Alma   luck, De Wolf Hopper, O t i s  Skinner ,  John Drew and Mrs. 
P a t r i c k  Campbell. It should b e  noted a l s o  t h a t  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  o f  t h e  
t h e a t r e ,  E. G .  Frye and Aubrey Chesterman, were w e l l  known i n  V i r g i n i a  
f o r  t h e  q u a l i t y  of  t h e i r  work. Chesterman i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  remembered f o r  
having designed f i n e  houses and churches i n  Lynchburg, t h e  C i t y  H a l l  i n  
Roanoke, and t h e  wings on t h e  s t a t e  c a p i t o l  i n  Richmond. 
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' A s  with the great  European thea t r e s  of the  era ,  the  f'ull range of c l a s s i ca l  
decoration is  reserved f o r  t he  i n t e r io r .  The i n t e r i o r  p l a s t e r  work i s  of the  
f i n e s t  qua l i t y  and survives i n  excel lent  condition although it has stood neklecte 
f o r  more than a decade. The decoration, f o r  the  most par t ,  r e t a in s  i t s  o r ig ina l  
color scheme. The painhed ce i l i ng  of c l a s s i ca l  f igures  a l so  survives i n  good 
condition a s  does the or ig ina l  asbestos curtain.  The Academy i s  one of t he  only 
surviving legi t imate  thea t res  of the  turn-of-the-century period i n  Virginia. 
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